REYNOLDS   HkSTOFtCfcL: 
GENEALOGY  COLLECTION 


PUbLIC  LIBRARY 


3  1833  01741  5933 


GENEALOGY 

974.7 

N425Q 

1917-1922 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2013 


http://archive.org/details/newyorkhistoricaOOnewy 


THE 
NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

QUARTERLY  BULLETIN 


Vol.  I 


APRIL,  1917 


No.  1 


The  John  Alsop  King  and  Eugene  Augustus  Hoffman  Memorial  Room 

reading  room  of  the  library 
looking  south,  showing  entrance  to  main  book  stack 


NEW  YORK:    170   CENTRAL   PARK  WEST 

PUBLISHED     BY    THE     SOCIETY    AND     ISSUED     TO     MEMBERS 


INTRODUCTION 

r  I  AHE  Executive  Committee  of  The  New- York  Historical  Society, 
in  presenting  the  first  issue  of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin, 
hopes  that  it  may  fill  a  long  felt  want  in  bringing  the  work 
of  the  Society  more  closely  to  the  attention  of  its  members  and 
the  public.  The  plan  of  this  publication  will  be  to  present  the 
attractive  features  of  the  Library,  Art  Gallery  and  Museum  from 
time  to  time  by  illustrated  articles,  extracts  from  its  proceedings, 
accessions  to  the  Library  and  Museum  and  articles  of  historical 
interest. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  THE  PROCEEDINGS  OF 
THE  SOCIETY,  1917 

January  2nd. 

The  American  Irish  Historical  Society  invited  the  Society  to 
send  a  representative  to  their  banquet  at  the  Waldorf-Astoria 
on  January  6,  1917.  Mr.  James  Benedict,  Domestic  Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  was  appointed  to  represent  the  Society  on 
that  occasion. 

The  Recording  Secretary  reported  the  deaths  of  the  following 
members: 

William  Gihon,  a  Life  Member  since  1852,  died  December  14, 
1916,  at  Tarrytown,  N.  Y.,  in  the  84th  year  of  his  age. 

J.  Harsen  Purdy,  a  member  since  1903,  died  December  18,  1916. 

Frederick  W.  Wnitridge,  a  member  since  1886,  died  December 
30,  1916,  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

The  following  candidates  for  membership  were  elected: 

Joseph  M.  Andreini. 

Herbert  Ten  Broeck  Jacquelin. 

The  reports  of  the  Treasurer,  Librarian  and  Executive  Com- 
mittee for  the  year  1916  were  read. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  re-elected  officers  of  the  Society 
for  three  years  ensuing: 

John  Abeel  Weekes,  President. 

William  Milligan  Sloane,  First  Vice-president. 

Walter  Lispenard  Suydam,   Second  Vice-president. 

Gerard  Beekman,  Third  Vice-president. 

Francis  Robert  Schell,  Fourth  Vice-president. 

Archer  Milton  Huntington,   Foreign  Corresponding  Secretary. 

James  Benedict,  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Fancher  Nicoll,  Recording  Secretary. 

Frederic  Delano  Weekes,  Treasurer. 

Robert  Hendre  Kelby,  Librarian. 
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The  President  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  members  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Fourth  Class  ending  1921: 

Pail  R.  Towne. 

R.  Horace  Gallatin. 

Laxgdon  Greenwood. 

The  following  preambles  and  resolution  were  offered  and  referred 
to  the  Executive  Committee: 

"  Whereas,  it  is  the  sense  of  this  meeting  that  committees  be 
appointed  to  look  after  the  interests  of  strangers  and  offer  to  them 
and  the  members  cordial  receptions  with  a  view  of  interesting  citi- 
zens and  members  and  others  in  the  history  of  New  York; 

" And  whereas,  the  rooms  and  the  collections  of  the  Society 
require  rearrangement  so  that  they  can  be  available  for  students 
and  visitors. 

"Be  it  resolved,  that  the  President  be  and  hereby  is  empowered 
to  nominate  two  committees  to  act,  and  the  Treasurer  is  author- 
ized to  advance  sums  not  exceeding  $300  to  each  committee,  to 
be  expended  for  the  purposes  designated." 

February  6th. 

The  Sons  ol  the  Revolution  in  the  State  of  New  York  invited 
the  Society  to  send  a  representative  to  their  banquet  on  February 
22,  1 91 7,  in  commemoration  of  the  185th  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  George  Washington.  Mr.  Robert  H.  Kelby,  Librarian,  was 
appointed  to  represent  the  Society  on  that  occasion. 

The  following  candidates  for  membership  were  elected: 

Annie  Sturges  Daniel,  M.D. 
Mrs.   [sabel  Hodges. 
Robert  \\ .   Bernard. 

In  appreciation  of  their  gifts  to  the  Society  the  Misses  Georgina 
Schuyler  and  Louisa  Lee  Schuyler  were  constituted  Life  Members 
<  »l   the  Society. 

The  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  and  a  copy 
forwarded  to  the  President  of  the  United  States: 
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"The  New- York  Historical  Society,  founded  in  1804  and  identi- 
fied with  the  historical  archives  and  memorabilia  of  New  York  City 
and  with  many  of  its  most  prominent  citizens  during  the  last 
century,  feeling  in  this  crisis  of  the  national  existence,  in  which 
new  history  is  being  rapidly  made,  the  importance  of  patriotic 
declaration  of  fidelity  to  the  principles  of  our  country,  desires  to 
express  its  sympathy  with  and  support  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  in  its  present  action  at  this  time  and  that  a  copy 
of  this  minute  be  given  to  the  public  press  of  the  city  and  be  prop- 
erly attested  by  the  officers  of  the  Society  and  transmitted  to  the 
authorities  at  Washington." 

The  Executive  Committee  reported  that  they  had  secured  the 
services  of  an  expert  Egyptologist  to  prepare  a  scientific  and  ex- 
haustive catalogue  of  the  Abbott  Egyptian  Collection  and  have 
ordered  one  plate  glass  case  to  enclose  the  mummied  bulls  and 
eight  additional  cases  for  the  proper  display  of  the  smaller  objects 
of  the  collection. 

The  Executive  Committee  further  reported  that  a  quarterly 
bulletin  had  been  ordered  to  be  published  and  issued  to  the  members. 

The  Auditing  Committee  appointed  to  audit  the  Treasurer's 
accounts  for  1916  made  their  report. 

Mrs.  Christopher. Wyatt  delivered  an  illustrated  lecture  on  "The 
Legends  of  New  York." 

Mr.  Frederic  Delano  Weekes,  in  behalf  of  the  special  committee 
appointed  by  the  Executive  Committee  to  investigate  certain  mat- 
ters which  came  up  at  the  annual  meeting,  submitted  and  read  the 
report  of  the  Special  Committee,  which  was  unanimously  adopted 
and  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the  Executive  Committee  and  copies 
forwarded  to  the  members  of  the  Society. 
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March  6th. 

The  Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary  read  the  following  com- 
munication: i6rr>  ttt  TT 

I  he  White  House, 
"Washington. 
"The    President    is   very  grateful   for  the  generous   message  of 
confidence   and   approbation   which   you    sent   him,  and   he   wishes 
to  express  his  genuine  appreciation  of  your  support." 

Mr.  Charles  A.  Ditmas,  president  of  the  Kings  County  His- 
torical Society,  invited  the  Society  to  send  a  representative  to  their 
banquet  on  April  n,  1917.  The  Domestic  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary was  appointed  to  represent  the  Society  on  that  occasion. 

The  Recording  Secretary  reported  the  deaths  of  the  following 
members: 

Admiral  George  Dewey,  an  Honorary  Member  since  1898,  died 
January  16,  1917,  at  Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

Edward  N.  Tailer,  a  Life  Member  since  1898,  died  February 
15,  191 7,  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age. 

Selmar  Hess,  a  Life  Member  since  1903,  died  February  26, 
1 91 7,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 

John  Alsop  King,  a  Life  Member  since  1900,  died  February  28, 
1 91 7,  in  the  yid  year  of  his  age. 

The  following  candidates  for  membership  were  elected: 

Louis  \\ .  Arnold,  Jr.  Percy  R.  Pyne. 

Mrs.   Edward  II.   Harriman.  Paul  Tuckerman. 

Robert  Bowne  Suckley,  Jr.  Philip  J.  Forbes. 

Mrs.  Adrian   [selin.  Edwin  S.  Popper. 

Mortimer   L.  Sen  iff.  Edgar  B.  Van  Winkle. 

Mi  \ry  A.   Murray.  Edmund  Bramhall  Child. 

The  President  announced  that  the  model  of  the  National  Cathe- 
dral at  Washington,  I).  C,  was  on  temporary  exhibition  since  Feb- 
ruary [5th  in  the  Portrait  Room.  Also  that  the  mantel  from  the 
Blue  Room  in  the  Beekman  I  louse,  which  was  occupied  by  Major 
Andre,  had  been  installed  at  the  north  end  of  the  New  York  Room. 

In  the  absence  ol  Mr.  Bolton,  Mr.  Edward  Hagaman  Hall  read 
an  address  written  by  Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton  on  "Historical 
Discoveries  on  the  Dyckman  Farm,  New  York  City,  1904-1916," 
u  ii  li  stere<  >ptic<  >n  illustrations. 
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ORIGINAL  DOCUMENTS   FROM  THE  ARCHIVES  OF 
THE   SOCIETY 

WASHINGTON'S   BILL   OF   FARE 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  George  Washing- 
ton to  Dr.  John  Cochrane  at  New  Windsor,  N.  Y.,  which  is  repro- 
duced in  fac-simile  on  the  following  pages: 

West-point  Aug*  16th  79 
Dr  Doctr., 

I  have  asked  Mrs  Cockran  &  Mrs  Livingston  to  dine  with  me 
to-morrow;  but  ought  I  not  to  apprize  them  of  their  fare? — As  I 
hate  deception,  even  where  the  imagination  only  is  concerned — I 
will — 

It  is  needless  to  premise  that  my  table  is  large  enough  to  hold 
the  ladies — of  this  they  had  occular  proof  yesterday — To  say  how 
it  is  usually  covered  is  rather  more  essential,  &  this,  shall  be  the 
purport  of  my  Letter. — 

Since  our  arrival  at  this  happy  spot,  we  have  had  a  Ham  (some- 
times a  shoulder)  of  Bacon,  to  grace  the  head  of  the  table — a  piece 
of  roast  Beef  adorns  the  foot — and,  a  small  dish  of  Greens  or  Beans 
(almost  imperceptable)  decorates  the  center. — When  the  Cook  has 
a  mind  to  cut  a  figure  (and  this  I  presume  he  will  attempt  to  do 
to  morrow)  we  have  two  Beef-stake  Pyes,  or  dishes  of  Crabs  in  addi- 
tion, one  on  each  side  the  center  dish,  dividing  the  space,  &  reduc- 
ing the  distance  between  dish  &  dish  to  about  six  feet,  which  with- 
out them,  would  be  near  twelve  apart — of  late,  he  has  had  the  sur- 
prizing luck  to  discover,  that  apples  will  make  pyes;  and  its  a 
question  if,  amidst  the  violence  of  his  efforts,  we  do  not  get  one  of 
apples  instead  of  having  both  of  Beef. 

If  the  ladies  can  put  up  with  such  entertainment,  and  will  sub- 
mit to  partake  of  it  on  plates — once  tin  but  now  Iron — (not  become 
so  by  the  labor  of  scouring)  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  them. 
I  am  Dr  Dr 

Yr  Most  Obed  Ser* 

G°.  Washington. 
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"A  LIST  OF  FARMS  ON  NEW  YORK  ISLAND  1780" 

The  Following  list  of  farms  in  17S0  on  New  York  Island  is  contained  in  a  small  note  book 
kept  by  Everl  Bancker,  Surveyor  in  New  York,  and  forms  part  of  the  Banckcr  Collection  of 
Manuscripts. 

West  side  of   Bowery  lane  and  Blooming  Dale  Road 

Miles  Acres 

1  James  De  Lancey 

1         2  Nicholas  Bayard 

3  Airs.  Tucker 

4  Stephen  Bayard 

5  Elbert  Herring 200 

6  Mathew  Buys 8 

7  David  Provoost 8 

8  Perry 8 

9  Ann  Pero 

]  I        10  James  Lawrence 6 

1 1  William  Williams 4 

1 2  Rikeman 4 

13  Andrew  Elliot  Esq 40 

14  Mrs.  Brovoort 4 

15  Jacob  Bushart 4 

16  Smiths  Heirs 

17  John  Ousterman 30 

1 X  Richard  Allen 1 

19  Lady  Warren 

20  John  Home 35 

West  side  Bowry  lane — Northward 

21  Benjamin  Hugget 4 

22  Isaac  Varian 25 

23  William  l)e\\  itt 36 

24  I).  11.  Mallows 6 

25  Mrs.  \  an  Orden 40 

26  Another  do 140 

27  John  Lake 100 

2S  Metcalf  Eaden 30 

I  \       29  \  I  is.  Rees 30 

30  Mrs.  I  [opper 90 

31  Cozines  Heirs 125 

\        32  James  De  Lancey 300 

33  Jacob  1  [arsen 90 

34  Cornelius  1  [arsen 60 
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Miles  Acres 

V       35         Tunis  Somerendyke 130 

36  Major  Bayard 170 

37  John  Van  Courtland 10 

38  John  Orchard 186 

39  Ch.  Wd  Apthorp  Esq 200 

40  Widdow  Striker 40 

41  Humphry  Jones . 150 

42  Ben  Hogelands  Heirs 300 

East  side  Bloomingdale  Rod  Southward  in  returning 

43  Ben  Van  De  Water 100 

Aron  Webbers    \ 

44  Jacob  Webbers  } IO 

Great  Kills  &  Greenwich  along  the  North  River  southward 

45  Mathew  Hopper  heirs 90 

46  Yellis  Mandivele  heirs 35 

47  Rem  Rapelia 30 

48  John  McAdam ' 30 

49  John  M.  Scott 90 

50  Mary  Clark 

51  Yellis  Mandiveles  heirs 60 

52  John  M.  Scott 40 

53  Lady  Warren 

54  Yellis  Mandiveles  heirs 4 

55  Wm  Bayard  Esq 5 

56  James  Jauncy  Esq 4 

57  Anthony  rutgers  Heirs 21 

58  John  Jay... 3 

East  side  Bowrylane  &  along  the  East  river  Northward 

59  Hendrich  Rutgers 80 

I       60         James  DeLancey 

61  Pero  Van   Courtland 14 

62  Minthorns  Heirs 

63  Peter  Stivesant 300 

64  John  Bebout 37 

65  James  Duane 17 

III      66        John  Watts  Esq 

67  Ann  Lake 7 

68  John  Vaugh 26 

69  Pegg  Kip 26 

70  Cathr  Taller 26 


Mil 

cs 

II 

71 

72 

7} 

74 

I\ 

75 

76 

77 

7* 
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Acres 

Samuel  Kip 42 

John  Kip 42 

John  Van  Ylech 5 

Lady  Warren 

Van  Der  Hoof 8 

David  Devoor 10 

James  Bcckman 20 

Peter  Clopper 8 

East  side  Bowr  lane  &c  &  Harlem  bounds 

79         David  Devoor 25 

50  Timothy  Hunt 10 

5 1  Eve  Provoost 20 

82         Peter  P.  Vanzandt 40 

V       83         Wm  Beekmans  Heirs 30 

84  John  Hardenbrook 16 

85  David  Provoost 90 

86  John  Devoor 37 

87  Derick  LefTerts 30 

88  Nathaniel  Marston  Heirs 30 

89  Jacob  Leroy 30 

90  Jacob  Walton 

VI       91  Ben  Waldron 

92  Mrs.  Waldron 30 

93  David  Waldron 7 

94  Samuel  Benson 120 

95  Benjamin  Benson 100 

\  1 1       96         Lawrence  Benson 180 

97  Andrew  Magown 8 

98  Lawrence  Kortwright 65 

Harlem  Bounds  CoNTiNd 

VI 1 1       99         Peter  Bushing 80 

100  Lawrence  Kortwright 19 

101  I  [endrick  Van  Bramen 1 

102  Law  Kortwright 80 

103  Adolph  Benson 1^0 

104  Martincs  Schoomaker 40 

105  Adolph  Meyre 120 

[06         Mrs.  Day 5 

107         John  Meyre 300 

I  \     io8         John  I VI  (ancey 100 

io<;         David  Provoosl 14 

1 10                  Falkner 14 
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Miles  Acres 

IX    in          Coll  Maunsel 60 

X     112                   Watkens 200 

113  Coll  Morris 

XI     114         John  Somerendyke 70 

115                    Oblinus 30 

XII  116         Blasie  Moore 100 

117         John  Cartwright 20 

Near  Kings  Bridge 

XIII  118  William  Dykeman      1 

1 19         Jacob  Dykeman  late  / 

XIIII     120         Wm  Jn°  &  Jab  Nagel 250 

120^     Caleb  Heyat. 14 

East  from  the  road  back  to  Harlem 

121  Aaron  Meyer 140 

122  Abraham  Meyer 4 

123  John  Sickles 200 

124  Lawrence  Meyer 5 

125  Aaron  Busheng 200 

126  John  Livingston 5 

127  Mrs.  Meyer 40 

128  Law  Benson  (before  Included) 

129  Peter  R.  Livingston 1 J^ 

130  John  Bogert 70 

131  Mrs.  Roome. 3^2 


John  Dykeman. .  .  . 
John  Hardenbrook. 
Lawrence  Benson. . 
George  Stanton.. .  . 
Leonard  Lespnard.. 
Jacob      ) 

John  &  \  Nagel.  .  . 
William  I 
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NOTES 
Plan  and  Scope  Committee 

The  rules  of  the  Executive  Committee  were  amended  and  an 
additional  standing  committee  was  appointed  and  designated  as 
''The  Committee  on  Plan  and  Scope."  The  following  gentlemen 
were  appointed:  Henry  F.  De  Puy,  Paul  R.  Towne  and  Walter 
Lispenard  Suydam. 

The  Abbott  Collection  of  Egyptian  Antiquities 

On  April  16th  Dr.  Caroline  Ransom  Williams  (Mrs.  Grant 
Williams)  will  begin  work  on  the  preparation  of  an  exhaustive 
scientific  catalogue  of  the  Abbott  Collection  of  Egyptian  Antiquities 
to  replace  the  catalogue  made  by  Dr.  Abbott  at  the  time  the  Society 
secured  his  collection,  which  is  still  in  use. 

Dr.  Williams  comes  to  the  Society  upon  the  recommendation  of 
Prof.  James  H.  Breasted  of  the  University  of  Chicago.  The  work 
of  re-cataloguing  and  classifying  the  collection  will  extend  over  a 
period  of  a  year  or  so  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  Fall  of  this  year 
many  of  the  objects  will  be  in  the  new  cases  now  under  con- 
struction. 

A   Rare  New  York  Imprint. — Colden's  Five  Nations 

Through  the  efforts  of  Air.  Henry  F.  De  Puy,  Chairman  of  the 
Library  Committee,  the  Library  of  the  Society  has  secured  a  most 
valuable  addition  in  one  ol  the  rarest  of  books  on  the  early  history  of 
\\\\  York  "The  History  of  the  Five  Indian  Nations  Depending 
on  the  Province  of  New  York  in  America.  Printed  and  Sold  by 
William  Bradford  in  New  York,  1727." 

This  book  was  writ  ten  by  Cadwallader  Colden,  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  province  and  printed  by  New  York's  first  printer. 
It  is  tiie  first  history  oi  the  Indian  natives  of  the  State  and  it  is  so 
rare  that  until  now  no  public  library  in  the  State  has  ever  been  able 
to  secure  a  copy.  Only  nine  or  ten  perfect  copies  are  known.  There 
arc  copies  in  the  British  Museum,  John  Carter  Brown  Library  at 
Providence,    R.    I.,   Historical   Society  of  Pennsylvania,  Newberry 
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Library  at  Chicago  and  the  private   Libraries  of  J.   P.   Morgan, 
Henry  E.  Huntington,  H.  L.  R.  Edgar  and  Henry  F.  De  Puy. 

The  Society  succeeded  in  obtaining  two  imperfect  copies  that 
being  combined  will  form  a  perfect  copy. 

The  Audubon  Water  Color  Drawings 

The  Executive  Committee  have  under  consideration  the  ad- 
visability of  holding  a  temporary  exhibition  in  the  Fall  of  the  460 
Original  Water  Color  Drawings  made  by  John  James  Audubon  for 
his  great  work  on  "The  Birds  of  America." 

Letters  and  Papers  of  John  Pintard,  1811-1830.     Founder  of 
The  New- York  Historical  Society 

In  a  communication  to  the  Librarian  Mr.  Harris  H.  Johnston, 
offered  to  place  the  collection  of  Letters  and  Papers  of  his  great-great- 
grandfather John  Pintard,  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society,  with  a 
view  of  the  publication  of  the  collection  by  the  Society.  The 
Executive  Committee  accepted  the  offer  to  publish  the  manuscripts 
in  the  near  future,  requesting  Mr.  Johnston  to  edit  the  same. 

The  letters  written  by  Pintard  to  his  daughter  in  New  Orleans, 
181 1  to  1830,  are  full  of  news  and  gossip  of  New  York  at  that  day, 
with  frequent  mention  of  the  different  projects  in  which  he  was 
interested.  The  papers  also  include  letters  to  and  from  De  Witt 
Clinton  and  Samuel  Bayard  with  other  letters  of  prominent  men  of 
that  period. 

The  Beekman  Relics  in  the  New  York  City  Room 

The  mantel  from  the  Blue  Room,  used  by  Major  John  Andre, 
in  the  Beekman  House  has  been  installed  at  the  north  end  of  the 
New  York  Room. 

The  drawing-room  mantel  with  Dutch  tiles  of  this  house  is  also 
in  the  possession  of  the  Society,  having  adorned  the  south  end  of  the 
Portrait  Room  since  the  occupation  of  the  present  building.  The 
latter  mantel  was  presented  to  the  Society  by  James  William 
Beekman,  May  5,  1874. 

The  Beekman  Family  Coach  of  the  colonial  period  now  standing 
in  the  New  York  Room  is  a  charming  relic  of  Old  New  York  and 
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with  the  Blue  Room  mantel  was  presented  to  the  Society  by  Mr. 
( Jerard  Beekman  on  December  u,  191 1. 

The  Beekman  House  which  stood  at  "Turtle  Bay,"  the  present 
First  Avenue  and  Fifty-first  Street,  was  erected  in  1763,  by  James 
Beekman.  During  the  Revolutionary  War  it  was  occupied  as  the 
I  leadquarters  of  the  British  Army  by  Sir  William  Howe,  Sir  Henry 
Clinton  and  Sir  Guy  Carleton.  Here  Captain  Nathan  Hale  was 
condemned  as  a  spy  September  21,  1776,  and  Major  John  Andre 
received  his  instructions  before  his  meeting  with  General  Benedict 
Arnold,  September  21,  1780. 

The  Beekman  House  was  demolished  in  1874. 


QUARTERLY       BULLETIN  15 

THE    SPURIOUS    ULSTER    COUNTY    GAZETTE    OF 
JANUARY  4,  1800 

WITHOUT  doubt  the  most  widely  known  literary  relic  in 
this  country  is  the  spurious  Ulster  County  Gazette  of 
January  4,  1800,  published  at  Kingston,  N.  Y.  The  especial 
interest  attached  to  this  paper  is  the  fact  that  it  contains  an  ac- 
count of  the  funeral  of  George  Washington  and  the  proceedings 
of  Congress  upon  his  death.  The  borders  and  columns  of  the 
inner  pages  of  that  issue  were  ruled  with  heavy  black  lines,  mourn- 
ing the  occasion.  It  is  a  safe  venture  to  say  that  there  is  not  a 
librarian  or  bookseller  in  all  the  States  who  has  not  been  appealed 
to  in  the  matter  of  either  purchasing  or  giving  directions  for  the 
selling  of  an  Ulster  County  Gazette  of  January  4,  1800.  Yet  in 
the  thousands  of  copies  issued  by  reprinting  this  interesting  paper, 
a  copy  of  the  original  issue  has  never  come  to  light.  It  is  claimed 
by  everyone  having  a  copy  of  this  paper  in  his  possession  that  it 
is  an  original,  and  with  a  personal  knowledge  of  its  being  preserved 
in  the  family  for  a  long  period  of  years.  Hardly  a  week  passes 
at  the  Library  without  a  letter  or  personal  call  in  reference  to  this 
reprint  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette. 

The  Ulster  County  Gazette  was  established  in  1798  by  Samuel 
Freer  and  his  son,  Samuel  S.  Freer,  at  Kingston,  Ulster  County, 
N.  Y.,  who  made  it  the  unflinching  advocate  and  supporter  of  the 
doctrines  of  the  Federal  Party.  The  elder  Freer  died  a  few  years 
after  the  establishment  of  the  paper,  and  the  son  continued  it  until 
1822,  when  the  Federal  Party  having  ceased  to  exist,  and  the 
Ulster  County  Gazette  having  been  left  without  support  suspended 
its  publication.  The  son  died  July  5,  1840,  in  the  sixty-third  year 
of  his  age. 

The  first  reprint  of  the  January  4,  1800,  issue  was  made  be- 
tween the  years  1850-1855  by  Rodney  A.  Chipp,  of  Kingston, 
N.  Y.,  according  to  Chaplain  Roswell  Randall  Hoes,  U.  S.  Navy, 
and  Historian  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.  Mr.  Chipp  was  the  publisher 
of  the  Ulster  Republican,  but  what  the  occasion  was  for  the  re- 
printing of  that  issue  has  not  been  learned,  unless  it  was  in  com- 
memoration of  the  semi-centennial  of  the  original  issue  of  January 
4,  1800.  Since  then  there  has  been  published  no  less  than  twenty- 
one  differing  reprints  of  that  issue.     These  have  been  listed  by  the 
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Library  of  Congress  in  an  effort  to  check  up  the  variations  in  the 
many  reprints. 

A  circular  issued  by  one  of  the  publishers  of  these  reprints 
about  the  year  1876  is  most  interesting:  "The  oldest  paper!  A 
relic  of  1799.  Death  of  Washington!  Slavery  in  New  York,  etc.," 
is  the  heading.  It  set  forth  that  a  copy  of  the  Ulster  County 
Gazette  had  fallen  into  their  hands  some  ten  years  previous,  and 
that  they  had  produced  an  exact  fac-simile  of  the  original  so  close 
that  Samuel  Freer,  the  original  publisher,  would  himself  be  unable 
"to  detect  the  counterfeit"  were  he  still  in  the  land  of  the  living. 
Ten  cents  per  copy  was  the  price  and  could  "only  be  obtained 
from  our  authorized  traveling  agents,  as  a  limited  number  will 
be  exposed  for  sale  in  all  the  cities  and  towns  in  the  United  States." 
In  this  last  sentence  we  have  perhaps  the  explanation  why  from 
every  corner  of  the  United  States,  libraries  and  booksellers  every- 
where are  constantly  besieged  with  letters  and  personal  calls  to 
sell  a  "valuable  old  newspaper  containing  the  account  of  the  funeral 
of  George  Washington." 

These  reprints  are  easily  determined  by  the  quality  of  the 
paper  used  in  reprinting  them,  which  bears  no  comparison  to  the 
paper  of  the  period  of  1800,  while  the  typography  of  the  reprints 
is  distinctly  modern  as  compared  with  that  of  any  original  news- 
paper of  1800.  The  illustration  accompanying  this  article,  although 
somewhat  reduced,  shows  this  type  distinction  between  the  reprint 
and  an  original  copy  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette  of  May  10, 
1800,  the  only  known  issue  of  that  year,  and  in  the  possession  of 
Chaplain  Roswell  Randall  Hoes,  U.  S.  N. 

It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  use  of  the  word  fac-simile,  as  applying 
to  these  reprints  of  January  4,  1800,  is  an  error,  as  no  such  repro- 
duction has  ever  been  made,  and  this  fact  makes  the  original  still 
more  obscure. 

While  the  Ulster  County  Gazette  is  by  far  the  most  widely 
known  of  the  old  newspapers,  others  have  been  reproduced  for 
various  reasons  and  occasions.  A  few  of  them  are:  "New  Eng- 
land Currant,"  February  4-1 1,  1723;  "New  York  Gazette,"  March 
28,  1726;  "New  England  Weekly  Journal,"  April  8,  1728;  "Boston 
Gazette  and  Country  Journal,"  March  12,  1770;  "New  York 
Morning  Post,"  November  7,  1783,  and  "The  Sun,"  September  3, 
1833. 

A.    J.    WOHLHAGEN. 
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PRINCIPAL  LIBRARY  ACCESSIONS 


GENEALOGIES. 


Old  Maryland  Families.  By  Henriet- 
ta E.  B  mm  well.  Volume  I.  Den- 
ver, Colo.,  1916. 

The  Peterson  Family  of  Duxbury, 
Mass.  By  William  Bradford 
Browne.      Boston,  1916. 

The  Descendants  of  James  Moulton 
of  Salem  and  YVenham,  Mass. 
By  Henry  R.  R.  Coles  (Typewrit- 
ten), Gift  from  the  Author. 

Descendants  of  Moses  Donaldson  of 
Huntington  County,  Pa.  By  May 
Donaldson  McKitrick,  Columbus, 
Ohio,  1916. 

The  Feltus  Family  Book.  By  Rev. 
George  H.  Feltus.  New  York 
(privately  printed),  1917. 

Fox  Family  News.  Volume  5,  1916. 
Gift  from  the  Fox  Family  News. 

Ancestry  of  Charity  Haley,  1 755— 
1800.  By  Walter  G.  Davis,  Jr. 
Boston,  1916. 

Revised  Mcrritt  Records.  Com- 
piled by  Douglas  Merritt.     New 


York,    1916.     Gift  from   the  Au- 
thor. 

Notes  on  the  Messenger  and  Hen- 
drickson  Families.  Compiled  by 
Morris  P.  Ferris.  New  York, 
1916.     Gift  from  the  Compiler. 

In  Memoriam.  Hon.  Gershom  Wes- 
ton. Deborah  Brownell  Weston. 
W7eston  Armorial  Bearings  and 
Descent.  By  Edmund  Brownell 
WTeston.    Providence,  1916. 

Selleck  Memorial  with  Collateral 
Connections.  By  William  E.  Sel- 
leck.    Chicago,  1916. 

The  Abbey  Memorial  at  Enfield, 
Conn.     East  Orange,  N.  J.,  1916. 

Old  Families  of  Salisbury  and  Ames- 
bury,  Mass.    Volume  3,  19 16. 

Genealogical  Record  of  the  Condit 
Family,  Descendants  of  John  Con- 
dit. By  Jotham  H.  Condit  and 
Eben  Condit,  191 6.     Revision  by 

the  Condit  Familv  Association. 


BIOGRAPHY. 


Scenes  from  the  Life  of  Benjamin 
Franklin.  By  Louis  A.  Holman. 
Boston,  1916. 

"Thomas  Jefferson,  Architect."  Or- 
iginal Designs  in  the  Collection  of 
Thomas  Jefferson  Coolidge,  Jr. 
Willi  an  Essay  and  Notes  by 
Fiske  Kimball.  [916.  Gift  from 
Mrs.  Thomas  Jefferson  Coolidge, 
Jr. 

Life  of   L.   S.   Grant.      By    Louis   A. 

Coolidge.     Cambridge,  191 7. 


American  Biography.  A  New  Cy- 
clopedia, compiled  under  the  edi- 
torial supervision  of  William  R. 
Cutter.  Published  under  the  Di- 
rection of  the  American  Historical 
Society.  New  York,  1916-1917. 
Volumes  1  and  2.  Gift  from  the 
Publishers. 

Augustine  Heard  and  His  Friends. 
By  Thomas  Franklin  Waters. 
Salem,  Mass.,  1916. 
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Life  and  Times  of  David  Hum- 
phreys. By  Frank  Landon  Hum- 
phreys. 2  Volumes.  New  York, 
1917. 

Reminiscences  of  a  War-Time 
Statesman  and  Diplomat.     1830- 


1915.     By  Frederick  W.  Seward. 
New  York,  1916. 

Elise  Willing  Balch.  In  Memoriam. 
By  Edwin  Swift  Balch.  Privately 
printed.  Philadelphia,  1917.  Gift 
from  the  Author. 


STATE  AND  LOCAL  HISTORIES. 


The  Jumel  Mansion.  By  William 
Henry  Shelton.    Cambridge,  1916. 

Collection  of  Nebraska  Pioneer 
Reminiscences.  Issued  by  the 
Nebraska  Society,  Daughters  of 
the  American  Revolution.  Cedar 
Rapids,  la.,  1916. 

Colonial  Amherst  (N.  H.).  By 
Emma  P.  B.  Locke,  1916. 

History  of  Unity,  Maine.  By  James 
R.  Taber,  1916. 

Witchcraft  in  Salem  Village  in  1692. 
By  Winfield  S.  Nevins.  Salem, 
Mass.,  1916. 

Glimpses  of  Old  New  York.  By 
Henry  Collins  Brown.  New  York, 
1917. 

History  of  Jericho,  Vermont.  By 
Chauncey  H.  Hayden  and  Luther 
C.  Stevens.    Burlington,  1916. 

History  of  Corinna,  Maine.  By 
Lilla  E.  Wood.  Bangor,  Me., 
1916. 

Iconography  of  Manhattan  Island. 
By  I.  N.  Phelps  Stokes.  Volume 
2.  New  York,  1916.  Gift  from 
the  Author. 

History  of  Northwest  Missouri.  By 
Walter  Williams.  Three  Vol- 
umes.    1916. 

Records  and  Files  of  the  Quarterly 
Courts  of  Essex  County,  Mass. 
Volume  5.    Salem,  Mass.,  1916. 


History  of  Berlin,  Conn.  By  Cath- 
arine M.  North.  New  Haven, 
1916. 

Records  of  the  Town  of  New  Ro- 
chelle,  N.  Y.  1699-1828.  By 
Jeanne  A.  Forbes.  New  Rochelle, 
1916. 

Early  Years  on  the  Western  Re- 
serve. With  Extracts  from  Let- 
ters of  Ephraim  Brown  and  Fam- 
ily. 1 805-1 845.  By  George  C. 
Wing.     Cleveland,  1916. 

Bedford  County,  Virginia.  Index 
of  Wills.  1 754-1 830.  By  Row- 
land W.  Buford.  New  York, 
1917. 

Typewritten  Records  of  the  First 
Lutheran  Church,  Albany,  N.  Y. 
Transcribed  by  the  New  York 
Genealogical  and  Biographical  So- 
ciety.   New  York,  1917. 

Old  Saint  Paul's  Chapel.  Trinity 
Parish.  New  York  City.  Short 
History  by  the  Rev.  William 
Montague  Geer,  S.T.D.,  Vicar  of 
Saint  Paul's.  New  York,  1916. 
Gift  from  the  Author. 

Gravestone  Inscriptions  and  Record 
of  Tomb  Burials  in  the  Central 
Burying  Ground,  Boston  Com- 
mon and  Inscriptions  in  the  South 
Burying  Ground,  Boston.  Salem, 
Mass.,  1917. 
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Probate  Court  Records  of  Essex 
Count}',  Mass.  Volume  I.  Salem, 
Mass.,  1916. 

Vital  Records  of  Salem,  Mass.,  to 
the  Year  1850.  Volume  I.  Births. 
Salem,  Mass.,  1916. 

Facts  About  Georgia.     By  Louis  N. 

Geldert.     Atlanta,  1916. 

Typewritten  Records  of  the  First 
United  Presbyterian  Church  in 
Cambridge,  N.  Y.,  and  Congrega- 
tional Church  in  Sandgate,  Ver- 
mont. Transcribed  by  the  New 
York  Genealogical  and  Biographi- 
cal Society.    New  York,  1917. 

Municipal  Year  Book  of  the  City  of 


New  York,  191 6.  Gift  from  the 
Municipal  Reference  Library, 
N.  Y.  City. 

Register  of  the  Associate  Alumnai 
of  the  College  of  the  City  of  New 
York.  1 91 6.  Gift  from  the  Col- 
lege of  the  City  of  New  York. 

An  Epoch  in  Life  Insurance.  Twen- 
ty-five Years  of  Administration  of 
the  Metropolitan  Life  Insurance 
Company.  New  York,  1917. 
Gift  from  the  Metropolitan  Life 
Insurance  Company. 

Law  and  Order  in  San  Francisco. 
A  Beginning.  San  Francisco, 
1916.  Gift  from  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Chamber  of  Commerce. 


The  History  of  the  Five  Nations  of 
Indians  Depending  on  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  York.  [By  Cadwal- 
lader  Colden.]  Printed  and  sold 
by  William  Bradford,  in  New 
York,  1727. 

In  the  Land  of  the  Head  Hunters. 


INDIANS. 

By  Edward  S.  Curtis.  Yonkers, 
7915.  Gift  from  Samuel  V.  Hoff- 
man. 


Indian  Days  of  the  Long  Ago.  By 
Edward  S.  Curtis.  Yonkers, 
191 5.  Gift  from  Samuel  V.  Hoff- 
man. 


GENERAL 

A  Descriptive  Catalogue  of  the  Jar- 
vis  Collection,  Yale  University. 
New  Haven,  1916. 

Sixty   Years  of  American  Life.     By 

Everett  P.  Wheeler.     New  York, 

1917. 
American  State  Trials.     Edited  by 

John  1).  Lawson.    Volume  7.    St. 

Louis,  1917. 

History  of  Paper  Manufacturing  in 
the  United  States.  1690-1916. 
By  Lyman  1 1.  \\  eeks.  New  1  ork, 
[916. 

Ainciicau    Year    Book.       Edited    by 

Francis  ( r.  \\  ickware.   New  York, 

1917. 

American  Book  Prices  Current, 
[916.      Compiled    from    the   Auc- 


tioneers' Catalogues,  under  the 
editorial  supervision  of  Victor  H. 
Paltsits.    New  York,  1916. 

Old  Tavern  Signs.  By  Fritz  Endell. 
Cambridge,  1916.  Gift  from 
Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

Frontier  Advance  on  the  Upper 
Ohio.  1 778-1 779.  By  Louise 
Phelps  Kellogg.  (Publications  of 
the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin,  Collections  Volume 
XXIII,  Draper  Series,  Volume 
IV).  Madison,  1916.  Gift  from 
the  State  Historical  Society  of 
Wisconsin, 
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Middle  Group  of  American 
Historians.  By  John  Spencer 
Bassett.     New  York,  191 7. 
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MAPS. 

Collection     of     thirty-six     Holmes'  Gift  from  the  Estate  of  John  J. 

Maps  of  New  York  City  Farms.  Latting. 

PRINTS. 

Portrait  of  Stephen  Allen,  Mayor  of      Wall  Street,  1790.    Colored  Engrav- 
New   York   City,    1821-23.      Be-  ing.     Copyrighted  in  1913  by  C. 

quest  of  Catharine  M.  Dresser.  Klackner. 

NEWSPAPER   CUTTINGS 

Newspaper    cuttings    collected    by  life.     5  volumes.     Quarto.     Gift 

DeWitt  Clinton,  1816-1827.    Re-  from  Henry  F.  De  Puy. 

lating  to  his  political  and  social 

MANUSCRIPTS. 

183   deeds  and   receipts   relating  to      Diaries   of   Christodoulus   Leonidas 
Montgomery,     Macon,     Mobile,  Miltiades  Evangeles,  covering  the 

Tallapoosa  and  Tuskaloosa  Coun-  period   1834-40,  including  a  veri- 

ties, Ala.     1 821-1870.    Gift  from  ume    of    his   son  1868-9.     5  vol- 

R.  A.  Hanrick.  umes.      Quarto   and   folio.      Gift 

from  Chas.  Fred  Heartman. 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  MUSEUM. 

A  bust  in  plaster  of  the  late  George  presented  to  the  New  York  Public 

William  Curtis,   a  replica  of  the  Library.      Gift    from     Bridgham 

bronze  bust  by  J.   Q.  A.   Ward,  Curtis. 
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The  New  York  Historical  Society  founded  in  the  year  1804,  and 
incorporated  in  1809,  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  discovering, 
procuring  and  preserving  whatever  may  relate  to  the  natural,  civil, 
litcrar}'  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  United  States  in  general 
and  of  this  State  in  particular.  Also  to  establish  and  maintain 
collections  in  Art  and  Archaeology. 

The  building  of  the  Society  on  Central  Park  West  76th  to  77th 
Streets  was  erected  by  subscriptions  and  the  generous  donation  of 
our  late  benefactor  Henry  Dexter.  It  is  maintained  by  endowment 
funds  and  membership  fees  without  the  aid  of  City  or  State. 

The  Art  Galleries  and  Museum  are  open  to  the  Public  daily 
from  9  A.M.  to  5  P.M.  Sundays  excepted.  Library  hours,  9  A.M. 
to  6  P.M.  Open  on  Holidays  from  1  to  5  P.M.,  excepting  Christ- 
mas, New  Year  and  July  4th.  Closed  during  August  for  cleaning 
and  repairs. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Members,  on  their  election,  pay  an  initiation  fee  of  Twenty 
Dollars,  which  includes  dues  for  the  current  year,  and  annually 
thereafter  Ten  Dollars  as  dues;  or  a  life-membership  fee  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars,  in  lieu  of  all  other  dues  and  fees. 

The  contribution  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  to  the  funds  of  the 
Society  shall  entitle  the  person  giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a 
Patron  of  the  Society  in  perpetuity. 

The  contribution  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  shall  entitle  the  per- 
son giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a  Fellow  for  life. 

Members  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  visitors  to  the  rooms 
of  the  Society  by  their  card  or  a  note,  and  of  bringing  two  persons 
with  them  to  the  monthly  meetings. 

Nominations  are  to  be  sent  by  members  to  the  Recording 
Secretary,  170  Central  Park  West,  N.  Y.  City. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  TFIE  SOCIETY 

Collections  o\  the  Society,  Vols.  I-Y;   second  series,  Vols.  I-IV, 

[811-1859.      10  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 

Proceedings,  [843-1849.     6  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 
Tin.  John    Watts    de    Peyster    Publication   Fund  originally 

designated  as  the  "Publication  Fund"  in  1858  for  publishing  Col- 
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lections  of  the  Society  is  limited  to  iooo  shares  of  which  849  have 
been  sold  up  to  the  present  time.  The  remaining  151  shares  are  for 
sale  at  #200.00  per  share,  each  certificate  of  stock  carries  with  it 
the  49  volumes  of  "Collection,"  1 868-1916  published  consisting 
of  original  material  relating  to  American  History.  A  descriptive 
list  of  this  series  may  be  had  at  the  Library. 

The  John  Divine  Jones  Fund  founded  by  John  Divine  Jones 
of  New  York  in  1879,  for  the  publication  and  sale  by  the  Society  of 
works  relating  to  the  early  history  of  New  York  and  other  American 
Provinces.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  trust,  the  Society 
has  published  the  following  volumes,  which  relate  to  the  Loyalists 
of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  at  the 
Library. 

I.  "History  of  New  York  During  the  Revolutionary  War,"  by  Thomas 
Jones;  edited  by  Edward  F.  de  Lancey.  With  Notes,  Contemporary  Docu- 
ments, Maps  and  Portraits.  8vo,  two  volumes.  New  York,  1879.  Price, 
$15.00. 

II.  "The  Journal  of  a  Voyage  from  Charlestown,  S.  C,  to  London, 
Undertaken  During  the  American  Revolution,"  by  a  Daughter  of  an  Emi- 
nent American  Loyalist  (Louisa  Susannah  Wells).  8vo,  pp.  132.  Por- 
trait and  Facsimile.     New  York,  1906.     Price,  $2.00. 

III.  Orderly  Book  of  De  Lancey's  Brigade  British  Army,  1776-8,  with 
a  list  of  New  York  Loyalists  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  By 
William  Kelby,  late  Librarian  of  the  Society.  New  York,  1917.  Price, 
$2.50.     [In  press.] 

Catalogue  of  the  Gallery  of  Art  (Illustrated)  on  sale  at  the 
Society,  50  cents. 

Catalogue  of  the  Abbott  Collection  of  Egyptian  Antiquities, 
25  cents. 

A  Bibliography  of  the  Publications  of  the  Society  up  to  1904, 
was  published  in  the  appendix  of  the  history  of  "The  New  York 
Historical  Society,  1 804-1 904.  By  Robert  Hendre  Kelby,  Librarian 
of  the  Society,  New  York,  1905."  Copies  of  this  volume  will  be 
forwarded  to  members  upon  application  to  the  Librarian  enclosing 
six  cents  in  stamps  to  cover  delivery.  The  balance  of  the  edition 
numbers  about  three  hundred  copies  for  distribution. 
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Memorial  Windows  in  West  End  of  Library,  illustrated  on  the  front 
cover  of  this  number: 

The  Arrival  of  the  Half  Moon  in  the  Harbour  of  New  York,  1609. 
Commanded  by  Henry  Hudson.  Presented  by  the  Daughters  of  Holland 
Dames,  1909.  In  memory  of  their  ancestors  who  settled  in  New 
Netherland. 

The  Revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  1685,  with  Historical  Portraits. 
By  Miss  Mary  Tillinghast.     Presented  by  Mrs.  Russell  Sage,  1908. 


NOTES  OF  THE    SOCIETY 

April  3RD 

The  following  candidates  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: 

Mrs.  J.  Stewart  Barney.       Mrs.  Payne  Whitney. 
Mr.  Robert  S.  Brewster.      Mr.  Charles  Moore  Bleecker. 
Mrs.  B.  Sherman  Fowler.     Mr.  Sturgis  S.  Dunham. 
Mrs.  Charles  R.  Fowler.      Mr.  W.  Ruloff  Kip. 
Mr.  Schuyler  Warren,  Jr.  Mr.  Charles  Rollinson  Lamb. 
Mr.  George  C.  White,  Jr. 

The  Librarian  delivered  a  lecture  on  "New  York  After  the  Revo- 
lution," the  third  of  a  series  on  New  York  before,  during  and  after 
the  Revolution. 

May  ist 

The  Associate  Alumni  of  The  College  of  the  City  of  New  York 
invited  the  Society  to  be  represented  at  the  unveiling  of  the  statue  of 
the  late  Major-General  Alexander  S.  Webb,  on  May  7,  19 17. 

The  following  candidates  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: 

Mrs.  Richard  H.  McCurdy. 
Mr.  Emlen  Hare  Miller. 
Mrs.  Otto  H.  Wittpen. 
Mr.  Henry  Goldsmith. 
Mrs.  Garret  B.  Kip. 
Miss  Cornelia  A.  Beekman. 
Mr.  Henry  Ingersoll  Riker. 

The  following  Memorial  Minute  on  the  death  of  Charles  Augus- 
tus Sherman,  Treasurer  of  the  Society  1901-1908,  was  adopted  by 
a  rising  vote : 

"The  New-York  Historical  Society  records  with  profound  re- 
gret, the  death  of  Charles  Augustus  Sherman,  at  his  residence  in  this 
city  on  April  24,  19 14. 
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"Mr.  Sherman  was  born  in  New  York,  and  was  a  son  of  the  late 
Benjamin  Borden  Sherman,  Treasurer  of  the  Society  1 878-1 884, 
and  great-grandson  of  Thomas  Sherman  who  left  Connecticut  and 
settled  in  New  Jersey. 

"Mr.  Sherman  was  a  Life  Member  since  1888,  and  Patron  of 
the  Society.  He  served  as  Treasurer  1901  to  1908,  in  which  office 
he  devoted  an  unfailing  interest  in  the  advancement  and  welfare  of 
the  Institution. 

'"Resolved,  That  The  New-York  Historical  Society  records  with 
sorrow  this  tribute  to  a  member  and  officer,  who  gave  efficient  ser- 
vices in  advancing  the  interests  of  the  Society; 

"Resolved,  That  the  foregoing  Minute  and  Resolution  be  en- 
tered in  the  Minutes  and  a  certified  copy  be  transmitted  to  the  family 
of  Mr.  Sherman." 

Mr.  William  L.  Calver  delivered  an  illustrated  lecture  entitled 
uThirty-three  Years  of  Historical  Excavation  Work  in  and  About 
the  City  of  New  York  and  Elsewhere."  Upon  its  conclusion  Dr. 
William  S.  Thomas  addressed  the  Society  upon  the  labors  of  Mr. 
Calver  and  his  colleague,  Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton,  in  their  his- 
torical excavation  work  upon  the  upper  end  of  Manhattan  Island, 
which  has  contributed  so  much  to  our  local  history  and  knowledge  of 
the  Revolutionary  camp  sites  of  the  British  and  Hessian  regiments 
and  their  accoutrement.  In  recognition  of  these  historic  researches 
Messrs.  William  L.  Calver  and  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton  were  consti- 
tuted life  members  of  the  Society. 

Mrs.  John  King  Van  Rensselaer  submitted  the  following  Minute, 
which  was  adopted  by  a  rising  vote: 

uHenry  Egleton  Montgomery  Suckley,  the  son  of  Robert  Bowne 
Suckley  and  brother  of  Robert  Bowne  Suckley,  Jr.,  both  members  of 
this  Society,  descended  from  Robert  Livingston,  first  Lord  of  the 
Manor  of  Livingston,  was  killed  in  France,  April,  19  17. 

"Major  John  de  Luze  Simons,  third  son  of  the  late  Louis  de 
Luze  and  Mary  Turnbull  Simons,  fell  in  action  at  the  front  in 
France,  April  11,  19  1  7. 

"These  two  sons  ot  New  York,  descended  from  ancestors  who 
fought  in  the  Revolution,  have  given  their  lives  for  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity. 
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"Be  it  Resolved,  That  The  New-York  Historical  Society  honor 
their  memory  and  record  the  same  in  its  Minutes  as  well  as  in  the 
newspapers  of  the  day. 

June  5TH 

The  Recording  Secretary  reported  the  deaths  of  the  following 
members : 

The  Rt.  Rev.  William  D.  Walker,  D.D.,  a  life  member  since 
1865,  died  May  2,  1917,  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  the  78th  year  of  his 
age. 

James  D.  Lynch,  a  life  member  since  1882,  died  May  11,  19 17, 
in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 

Miss  Cornelia  Augusta  Beekman,  a  member  since  May  1,  19 17, 
died  May  1 1  at  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I. 

Miss  Susan  Mount,  a  life  member  since  1882,  and  Patron  of  the 
Society,  died  May  21,  19 17. 

Alphonse  Galot,  a  member  since  1877,  died  May  30,  19 17,  in 
the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

Members  elected: 

Mrs.  Stuyvesant  Fish,  Jr. 
Mrs.  Adolph  Ladenburg. 
Miss  Sylvia  Van  Rensselaer. 
Mr.  William  Milne  Grinnell. 
Mr.  George  A.  Plimpton. 

Hon.  Charles  N.  Chadwick,  Commissioner  of  the  Board  of 
Water  Supply,  delivered  an  illustrated  lecture  entitled  "The  Story  of 
the  Catskill  Aqueduct." 

Mr.  Frederic  Delano  Weekes  moved  that  a  Special  Committee 
of  Five  be  appointed  to  revise  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  which 
was  adopted. 

Capt.  Richard  Henry  Greene  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

"Resolved,  That  when  the  Society  adjourns  it  will  adjourn  to 
meet  on  Tuesday  evening,  November  13th  next,  subject  to  a  call  by 
the  Executive  Committee  for  a  special  meeting." 
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THE  ABBOTT  COLLECTION 

I  WELL  recall  the  first  time  I  heard  the  Abbott  Collection  men- 
tioned. It  was  in  my  student  days  in  Berlin,  when  the  eminent 
Egyptologist,  Professor  Adolf  Erman,  referred  to  it  as  one  of  the 
richest  collections  in  the  LJnited  States,  and  assumed  that,  of  course, 
I  was  familiar  with  it!  It  had,  indeed,  in  those  days  more  fame 
abroad  than  in  this  country,  a  fame  which  was  traditional,  being 
based  on  the  reports  of  the  European  scholars  of  Dr.  Abbott's  time 
and  on  the  early,  now  inadequate,  publication  of  a  few  of  his 
treasures. 

To-day  the  collection  occupies  an  unique  position.  Falling,  as  it 
did,  into  the  care  of  a  Society  whose  investigations  and  main  inter- 
ests were  in  another  field  than  that  of  Egyptology,  it  has  not  been 
added  to,  except  by  gift,  and  represents  the  classes  of  Egyptian  mate- 
rial known  in  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  The  entire  Predynastic 
Period  (before  3400  B.  C.)  and  Early  Dynastic  Period  (3400- 
2980  B.  C.)  are  unrepresented  in  it,  so  far  as  I  have  noted,  a  strik- 
ing reminder  to  the  student,  of  how  recent  is  our  knowledge  of  the 
origin  and  early  stages  of  Egyptian  art.  The  distinction  of  the  col- 
lection lies  in  the  large  proportion  of  rare  and  beautiful  objects,  and 
in  the  amount  of  inscribed  material,  included  in  its  3,000  numbers — 
to  give  a  rough  estimate  of  its  size.  It  is  especially  rich  in  papyri 
and  there  is  no  knowing  what  precious  literary  fragments,  what  lore 
of  Egyptian  medicine  or  mathematics,  what  new  religious  texts  may 
be  found  among  its  unread  documents.  I  have  experienced,  I  am 
sure,  all  the  joys  of  an  explorer  in  a  new  land,  in  the  six  weeks  thus 
far  spent  in  cataloging  the  objects,  and  my  preconceived  impressions 
of  the  interest  of  the  collection  have  been  more  than  realized. 

Those  who  are  unfamiliar  with  Egyptian  antiquities  can  have  no 
idea  of  the  amount  of  human  interest  to  be  found  in  them.  Owing 
to  the  dry  climate  of  Egypt  all  manner  of  household  objects  have 
been  preserved,  which  are  almost  wholly  lacking  from  the  more  re- 
cent civilizations  of  Greece  and  Rome.  Perhaps  80  per  cent,  of  the 
larger  objects  bear  inscriptions,  which  invariably  give  the  name  and 
titles,  and  often  the  family  tree,  of  the  individuals  who  once  owned 
them.      In   Egypt  one  finds  the  beginnings  of  the  arts  and  crafts; 
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USHEBTI   OF   THE  ROYAL    SCRIBE,  SENU,  GRINDING    CORN,  CA.  1400    B. 
Limestone — One  of  five  or  six  figures  of  this  type  in  existence. 
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among  the  Society's  objects  are  some  of  the  oldest  vessels  of  glass  in 
existence ;  they  were  formed  over  a  core,  and  the  decoration  was  pro- 
duced by  canes  of  glass  of  contrasting  colors,  fused  into  the  body  of 
the  vessel  and  dragged  by  a  sharp  point,  while  still  soft,  into  waves, 
zigzags,  and  other  patterns;  this  technic  continued  from  about  1500 
B.  C.  until  into  the  Ptolemaic  Period,  when  the  art  of  blowing  glass 
was  discovered,  also,  probably,  in  Egypt.  In  so  large  a  collection  as 
this,  the  objects  elucidate  one  another;  in  the  statue  No.  175  the  seat 
represented  is  of  the  same  pattern  as  an  actual  stool  of  wood  also 
in  the  Abbott  Collection.  The  different  types  of  perukes  and  gar- 
ments may  be  followed  in  the  collection  chronologically,  represented 
both  in  the  round  on  statues  and  in  relief  sculpture.  Thus  I  purpose 
making  the  new  catalogue  more  or  less  a  handbook  of  Egyptian  life 
and  art  from  the  first  period  of  high  development  in  the  Old  King- 
dom (2980-2475  B.  C.)  down  to  the  time  of  the  domination  of  the 
ancient  land  by  the  Romans. 

This  direction  of  the  treatment  and  repairing  of  the  objects  and 
of  the  new  installation  are  outside  the  responsibility  possible  for  me 
to  assume  in  the  time  which  I  can  spend  in  New  York.  Nevertheless, 
the  cataloguing  is  so  intimately  associated  with  these  other  important 
tasks  that  I  have  had  a  share  in  the  new  plans.  Negotiations  are  in 
progress  and  nearly  completed  for  the  services  throughout  next  win- 
ter of  an  experienced  man,  who  has  spent  twenty  years  doing  all 
kinds  of  museum  repair  work  and  installation.  The  members  of  the 
Society  may  be  confident  that  the  valuable  material  which  has  suf- 
fered under  the  American  climate  will  have  in  his  hands  only  expert 
treatment.  The  realization  of  an  ideal  installation  will  apparently 
be  a  matter  of  time.  The  present  building  is  so  crowded  that  it 
seems  difficult,  if  not  out  of  the  question,  to  secure  wall  space  for 
wall-cases  and  the  pedestals  of  statues  and  for  the  exhibition  at  a 
convenient  height  of  the  reliefs.  But  when  the  best  that  is  possible 
under  present  conditions  has  been  done  and  the  greater  part  of  the 
small  material  has  been  placed  in  the  new  floor-cases,  the  collection 
will  surely  be  enjoyed  and  appreciated  as  never  before.  Perhaps  then 
some  friend  of  the  Society  will  come  forward  to  build  a  new  wing,  in 
which  all  the  Egyptian  material  can  be  united  and  be  given  adequate 
space  and  light. 

Every  effort  is  being  made  in  the  present  work  to  proceed  so 
thoroughly  that   what  is   accomplished   now  will  dovetail   into  the 
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eventual,  larger  scheme  of  installation  and  will  have  a  permanent 
value.  With  this  end  in  view,  the  work  should  not  be  hurried;  in- 
deed, before  the  last  papyrus  can  be  read,  a  systematic  program  of 
work  extending  through  a  series  of  years  will  have  to  be  carried  out. 
But,  first  of  all,  the  more  easily-handled  material  will  be  put  in  or- 
der for  the  enjoyment  of  members  and  friends  of  the  Society,  and  all 
along  the  members  will  be  kept  informed,  through  the  Quarterly,  of 
the  progress  of  the  work. 

A  beginning  has  been  made  on  a  task  accessory  to  the  publication 
of  a  catalogue,  namely,  the  photographing  of  the  collection.  I  shall 
use  the  photographs  for  study  away  from  the  Society's  Rooms — for 
there  are  many  puzzling  questions  which  must  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  a  library  of  technical  works  on  Egyptology.  Many  of 
the  photographs  will  be  published  in  the  new  catalogue;  the  file  of 
negatives  will  prove  an  invaluable  record  of  the  material,  far  less 
perishable  than  some  of  the  Egyptian  objects  themselves;  it  may  be 
used  in  a  variety  of  ways,  as  for  illustrations  in  the  Quarterly,  and, 
later,  if  the  Society  desires,  for  postcards,  lantern  slides  and  prints, 
to  be  made  available  by  loan  or  sale  to  students  and  lovers  of 
Egyptian  art. 

Caroline  L.  Ransom. 

(Mrs.  Grant  Williams.) 
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ORIGINAL   DOCUMENTS   FROM    THE   ARCHIVES 
OF  THE  SOCIETY 

WASHINGTON'S    LETTER   OF    ACCEPTANCE    OF    THE 
FREEDOM    OF   THE    CITY   OF   NEW   YORK 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  George  Washing- 
ton to  the  Mayor,  Recorder,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City 
of  New  York,  which  is  reproduced  in  fac-simile  on  the  following 
pages.  The  original  is  without  date,  but  is  endorsed  "Read  in  Com. 
Council  2nd  May  1785."  It  is  an  interesting  fact  to  note  that  in  the 
fourth  paragraph  of  the  letter  appears  the  first  mention  of  the  word 
''Empire"  in  connection  with  the  State  of  New  York. 

To  The  Honb'e  the  Mayor, 
Recorder,  Aldermen  &  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  New  York. 

Gentlemen, 

I  receive  your  address,  and  the  freedom  of  the  City  with  which 
you  have  been  pleased  to  present  me  in  a  golden  Box,  with  the  sen- 
sibility and  gratitude  which  such  distinguished  honors  have  a  claim 
to. —  The  flattering  expression  of  both,  stamps  value  on  the  acts;  & 
call  for  stronger  language  than  I  am  master  of,  to  convey  my  sense 
of  the  obligation  in  adequate  terms. — 

To  have  had  the  good  fortune  amidst  the  viscisitudes  of  a  long 
and  arduous  contest  "never  to  have  known  a  moment  when  I  did  not 
possess  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  my  Country." — And  that  my 
conduct  should  have  met  the  approbation,  and  obtained  the  affection- 
ate regard  of  the  State  of  New  York  (where  difficulties  were  nu- 
merous &  complicated)  may  be  ascribed  more  to  the  effect  of  divine 
wisdom,  which  had  disposed  the  minds  of  the  people,  harrassed  on 
all  sides,  to  make  allowances  for  the  embarrassments  of  my  situa- 
tion, whilst  with  fortitude  &  patience  they  sustained  the  loss  of  their 
Capitol,  and  a  valuable  part  of  their  territory — and  to  the  liberal 
sentiments,  and  great  exertion  of  her  virtuous  Citizens,  than  to  any 
merit  of  mine. — 

The  reflection  ot  these  things  now,  after  the  many  hours  of  anx- 
ious sollicitude  which  all  ot  us  have  had,  is  as  pleasing,  as  our  em- 
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barrassments  at  the  moments  we  encountered  them,  were  distressing 
— and  must  console  us  for  past  sufferings  &  perplexities. 

I  pray  that  Heaven  may  bestow  its  choicest  blessings  on  your  City 
— That  the  devastations  of  war,  in  which  you  found  it,  may  soon  be 
without  a  trace. — That  a  well  regulated  &  beneficial  Commerce  may 
enrichen  your  Citizens. — And  that,  your  State  (at  present  the  Seat 
of  the  Empire)  may  set  such  examples  of  wisdom  &  liberality,  as 
shall  have  a  tendency  to  strengthen  &  give  permanency  to  the  Union 
at  home — and  credit  &  respectability  to  it  abroad. — 

The  accomplishment  whereof  is  a  remaining  wish,  &  the  primary 
object  of  all  my  desires. 

G°.  Washington. 

[Endorsed]  Gen1.  Washington's  Answer  to  the  Address  of  the  Cor- 
poration,    Read  in  Com.  Council  2nd  May  1785. — 
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Extracts  from  the  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council  conferring 
the  Freedom  of  the  City  upon  George  Washington: 

At  a  Common  Council  held  the  11th  Day  of  September  1784. 
Present:  James  Duane  Esq1".,  Mayor,  Richard  Narick  Esq1".,  Re- 
corder. 

Ordered  that  five  respectful  Addresses  from  this  Corporation  be 
presented  with  the  Freedom  of  this  City  in  Gold  Boxes,  one  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor  George  Clinton,  one  to  his  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Washington,  one  to  the  Honourable  John  Jay  Esq1*.,  one  to  the 
Honourable  the  Marquis  De  La  Fayette,  and  one  to  Major  Gen- 
eral Baron  Steuben,  and  that  Mr.  Mayor  and  Mr.  Recorder  prepare 
and  report  the  addresses,  and  that  Alderman  Gilbert,  Mr.  Johnson 
and  Mr.  Phoenix  direct  the  making  of  the  Gold  Boxes  accordingly. 

At  a  Common  Council  held  the  2d  Day  of  December  1784. 

Mr.  Mayor,  according  to  order,  presented  the  Draft  of  an  Ad- 
dress from  this  Corporation  to  his  Excellency  General  Washington, 
also  the  Draft  of  a  Certificate  of  his  Excellency  being  admitted  to 
the  Freedom  of  this  City,  which  he  read  and  laid  upon  the  table,  and 
the  same  being  again  respectively  read  were  unanimously  approved 
of  and  agreed  to  by  the  Board,  and  are  in  the  words  following,  viz: 

To  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  late  General  and  Comman- 
der in  Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

The  respectful  address  of  the  Mayor,  Aldermen,  and  Commonalty 
of  the  City  of  New  York  in  Common  Council  convened. 

Sir: 

When  this  City  after  its  Restoration  (25th  November,  1783) 
had  the  I  lonour  of  your  Excellency's  Presence,  it  was  regretted  that 
the  Derangement  of  its  Institutions  suspended  those  public  Testi- 
monials of  Respect,  Gratitude  and  Applause  which  every  Heart, 
truly  American,  is  solicitous  to  pay  to  your  distinguished  Merits  and 
Services.  The  Corporation,  since  organized,  resolved  to  embrace 
proper  opportunity  to  manifest  the  exalted  Sense  which  they  enter- 
tain of  both;  and  are  happy  that  your  Approach  to  the  vicinity  of 
this  State  will  put  it  in  their  power  to  carry  that  Resolution  into 
effect 
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The  Effusions  of  public  Esteem  are  the  most  welcome  Tribute  to 
a  patriot  Mind,  and  as  none  can  have  greater  Reason  to  cherish  the 
most  honourable  and  affectionate  Sentiments  towards  you  than  the 
Citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York,  so  we  have  the  fullest  Confidence 
that  there  is  no  State  in  which  they  are  more  generally  and  emphat- 
ically felt.  Flattering  ourselves  that  you  are  convinced  of  this  Truth, 
we  are  led  to  hope  that  it  may  not  be  displeasing  to  you  to  have  your 
name  enrolled  among  the  Citizens  of  a  Metropolis  for  the  Recovery 
of  which  so  much  of  your  Care  and  Solicitude  have  been  employed. 

On  the  present  Occasion  we  would  wish  to  convey  to  your  Excel- 
lency a  just  Idea  of  the  Admiration  we  feel  for  the  Virtues  you  have 
displayed  in  the  late  Revolution:  But  Justice  to  the  illustrious  Part 
you  have  acted  would  oblige  us  to  adopt  that  strong  Language  of 
Panegyrick  which  we  fear  would  wound  the  Delicacy  for  which  you 
are  conspicuous.  We  shall  therefore  only  indulge  ourselves  so  far 
as  to  observe  that  it  is  your  Glory  thro'  all  the  vicissitudes  and  em- 
barrassments of  a  Revolution,  thro'  alternate  Scenes  of  prosperous 
and  adverse  Fortune,  never  to  have  known  a  moment  when  you  did 
not  possess  the  full  Confidence  and  Esteem  of  your  Country;  and 
after  having,  by  the  Divine  Favour,  most  essentially  contributed  to 
establish  the  Liberty  and  Independence  of  thirteen  Republics,  it  is 
your  peculiar  Glory  to  have  chearfully  retired  from  the  Head  of  a 
victorious  Army  to  the  modest  station  of  a  private  Citizen. 

Permit  us  to  add  our  fervent  Prayer  that  your  Excellency,  in  just 
Reward  of  such  eminent  Services  and  Virtues,  may  be  crowned  with 
every  Blessing  which  a  grateful  Country  and  indulgent  Heaven  can 
bestow. 

CIty  °f      I  ss 

New  York  \  SS' 

By  James  Duane  Esquire,  Mayor  and  the  Recorder  and  Aldermen 
of  the  City  of  New  York. 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come  or  may  concern,  Greet- 
ing. 

Whereas  His  Excellency  George  Washington,  late  Commander 
in  Chief  of  the  Armies  of  the  United  States  of  America,  by  a  series 
of  the  most  illustrious  Services  is  entitled  to  the  Respect,  Gratitude, 
and  Applause  of  every  Heart  which  is  truly  American;  And  as  none 
can  have  greater  Reason  to  cherish  the  most  honourable  and  affec- 
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tionate  Sentiments  towards  him  than  the  Citizens  of  the  State  of 
New  York:  So  we  have  the  fullest  Confidence  that  there  is  no  State 
in  which  they  are  more  generally  and  emphatically  felt.  Flattering 
ourselves  that,  convinced  of  this  Truth,  His  Excellency  maybe 
pleased  to  have  his  name  enrolled  among  the  Citizens  of  a  Metropo- 
lis for  the  Recovery  of  which  so  much  of  his  Care  and  Solicitude 
have  been  employed:  Now  therefore  know  ye  that  we,  considering 
that  Effusions  of  public  Esteem  are  the  most  welcome  Tribute  to  a 
patriot  mind,  have  admitted  and  received,  and  by  these  Presents  Do 
admit  and  receive,  his  said  Excellency  to  be  a  Freeman  and  Citizen 
of  the  said  City. 

To  hold,  exercise,  and  enjoy  all  the  Rights,  Priviledges  and  Im- 
munities to  the  Freedom  and  Citizenship  of  the  said  City  incident 
and  appertaining  as  a  permanent  Proof  of  the  admiration  we  feel  for 
his  exalted  Virtues,  for  the  Wisdom,  Fortitude,  and  Magnanimity 
which  he  had  so  gloriously  displayed  thro'  all  the  Vicissitudes  and 
Embarrassments,  thro'  all  the  alternate  Scenes  of  prosperous  and 
adverse  Fortune,  produced  in  the  Progress  of  an  arduous  and  diffi- 
cult War.  And  finally  for  that  patriotic  Heroism  which,  after  hav- 
ing been  an  essential  Instrument  in  giving  by  the  Divine  Blessing, 
Liberty  and  Independence  to  thirteen  Republicks,  hath  led  him  to 
retire  with  chearfulness  from  the  Head  of  a  Victorious  Army  to  the 
modest  Station  of  a  private  Citizen. 

In  Testimony  of  these  Truths  and  to  perpetuate  them  to  our  re- 
motest Posterity,  we  the  said  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Aldermen  have 
caused  these  Presents  to  be  entered  on  our  public  Records,  and  our 
common  Seal  of  the  said  City,  enclosed  in  a  golden  Box,  to  be  here- 
unto affixed.  Witness  James  Duane  Esq1".,  Mayor  of  the  said  City, 
this  2d.  Day  of  December  in  the  Year  of  our  Lord  1784,  and  of  the 
Independence  of  the  State  the  ninth. 

Ordered  that  the  said  Address  and  Certificate  be  engrossed,  that 
Mr.  Mayor  subscribe  the  Address  on  behalf  of  this  Corporation, 
and  that  the  common  Seal  of  this  Corporation  be  affixed  to  the  said 
Certificate;  and  that  Mr.  Mayor,  who  is  going  to  Philadelphia  on 
public  business,  be  requested  in  the  name  of  this  Corporation  to  pre- 
sent the  said  address  and  Certificate,  with  the  golden  Box,  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, who  is  expected  at  that  place,  otherwise  that  Mr.  Mayor 
transmit  the  same  to  his  Excellency  by  such  conveyance  as  he  may 
conceive  most  proper. 
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At  a  Common  Council  held  the  2d.  Day  of  May,   1785.     Present 
James  Duane  Esq1".,  Mayor. 

Mr.  Mayor  produced  to  the  Board  a  Letter  from  his  Excellency 
General  Washington  covering  his  answer  to  the  address  of  the  Cor- 
poration of  the  2d.  of  December  last.    [Printed  on  pages  40  and  41.] 

Ordered  that  the  said  address  and  answer  be  published. 

The  address  of  the  Corporation  and  General  Washington's  re- 
ply appeared  in  Loudon's  New-  York  Packet  of  Monday,  May  9, 
1785,  with  the  following  prefatory  note:  "The  following  Address 
was  prepared  to  have  been  presented  to  his  Excellency  General 
Washington,  when  he  was  expected  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this 
City:  But,  as  the  visit  did  not  take  place,  it  was  transmitted  to  his 
seat  at  Mount  Vernon." 

On  January  18,  1785,  the  Common  Council  issued  a  warrant  for 
£45  1 6s.  to  pay  William  W.  Gilbert  for  a  "Golden  Box"  to  enclose 
the  freedom  presented  to  Washington. 
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LIBRARY  NOTES 

An  Orderly  Book  of  De  Lancey's  Brigade,  British  Army,  1 776- 
1778,  with  an  appendix  containing  a  list  of  New  York  Loyalists  dur- 
ing the  War  of  the  Revolution,  by  William  Kelby,  late  Librarian  of 
the  Society,  has  just  been  issued  as  the  third  of  the  Series  of  The 
John  Divine  Jones  Fund  Publications.  The  price  of  this  volume  is 
$2.50. 

This  Brigade,  commanded  by  Brig.  Gen.  Oliver  De  Lancey, 
was  raised  for  the  defence  of  Long  Island,  and  the  orderly  book  re- 
lates mainly  to  the  first  and  third  Battalions  stationed  on  Long 
Island  during  the  period  it  covers,  1 776-1 778. 


A  painting  in  oil  of  J.  and  R.  Fisher's  Bloomingdale  Flint  Glass 
Works,  foot  of  West  47th  Street,  New  York  City,  painted  by  B. 
Whittle  in  1837,  nas  heen  presented  by  Mrs.  R.  P.  Graham,  which 
makes  an  interesting  addition  to  the  Society's  valuable  collection  of 
New  York  Views. 


The  new  museum  cases  have  been  installed  in  "The  Henry  Dex- 
ter Hall."  They  include  one  large  case,  into  which  the  Apis,  the  Sa- 
cred Bulls  of  the  Egyptians,  have  been  moved.  The  work  of  cata- 
loguing, treating,  repairing  and  mounting  the  many  smaller  objects 
of  the  Egyptian  Collection  will  be  taken  up  in  the  Fall  under  the 
supervision  of  Mrs.  Williams  and  a  skilled  artisan.  The  Henry 
Dexter  I  [all  is  now  filled  to  capacity  with  exhibition  cases  and  paint- 
ings, which  accentuates  the  need  of  the  erection  of  the  north  and 
south  wings  to  complete  the  present  structure. 


We   are  indebted  to   Mrs.  Grant  Williams   for  the  interesting 
article  on  the  Egyptian  Collection  which  appears  in  this  number. 


A  series  ol  tour  lectures  on  New  York  City  History  for  children 
will  be  given  in  the  Hall  of  the  Society  during  November  and  De- 
cember, dates  ot  which  will  be  announced  in  the  October  Bulletin. 


A  part  ot  the  collection  of  revolutionary  mementoes  excavated 
at  the  upper  end  ot  Manhattan  Island  by  Messrs.  Bolton  and  Calver 
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and  their  co-workers  is  on  exhibition  in  the  Library,  consisting  of 
buttons  from  the  British  and  American  uniforms,  jewels  and  sleeve 
link  buttons,  badges  and  belt  plates,  rum  bottle,  canteen,  cup  and 
pewter  spoons,  children's  toys,  ice  creepers,  fragments  of  table  glass 
and  a  caltrop.  The  latter  were  scattered  upon  the  ground  to  impede 
cavalry  by  endangering  the  horses'  feet. 

The  work  of  excavating  revolutionary  camp  sites  will  be  divided 
this  season  between  the  Inwood  Camp  and  the  Camps  of  the  Hudson 
Highlands.  Mr.  Calver  and  Dr.  Thomas,  members  of  the  Society, 
with  Mr.  Barck  have  made  several  successful  trips  to  the  Highlands, 
where  they  have  uncovered  some  of  the  American  revolutionary 
camp  sites,  which  yielded  buttons  from  the  uniforms  of  the  3d,  4th 
and  6th  Massachusetts  Regiments  of  the  Continental  Line,  the  Con- 
tinental Artillery,  pewter  buttons  with  Arabic  numeral  8  and  buttons 
of  the  French  model  of  1762,  marked  2,  5,  7  and  9,  representing 
the  Connecticut  Regiments. 

The  large  artillery  buttons  have  the  design  of  a  cannon,  and  the 
Cambridge  flag  bearing  the  British  Union  in  the  upper  left-hand  cor- 
ner. The  smaller  artillery  buttons  have  the  design  of  the  Cohorn 
Mortar.  The  Calver  collection  of  military  buttons,  which  contains 
specimens  of  every  British  regiment  that  served  in  America  during 
the  revolutionary  period,  and  many  of  the  American  regiments,  will 
be  placed  on  exhibition  in  the  rooms  of  the  Society  some  time  during 
the  winter. 


Attention  of  the  members  is  called  that  the  edition  of  the  De 
Lancey  Orderly  Book,  just  published,  is  limited  to  200  copies,  and 
members  are  requested  to  subscribe  at  $2.50  per  copy. 


Mr.  Howland  Pell  has  presented  the  following  interesting  vol- 
umes to  the  Library: 

An  exact  History  of  all  the  Writers  and  Bishops  who  have 
had  their  Education  in  the  most  ancient  and  famous  University  of 
Oxford  .  .  .  ,  1 500-1 690.  Folio,  2  volumes  in  one.  London, 
169 1- 1 692.  (This  volume  contains  biographical  sketches  of  many 
ancestors  of  American  families.) 

Mr.  Pell  also  presented  a  manuscript  volume  of  accounts  of 
the  firm  of  Howland  &  Grinnell,  dated  New  York,   1 801-18 14. 


48 


THE     NEW-YORK     HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 


The  Papers  and  Letters  of  Cadwallader  Colden,  17 10-1775, 
are  being  prepared  for  publication  in  several  volumes  of  The  John 
Watts  dePeyster  Publication  Fund  Series.  Volume  50  of  this  series 
is  now  in  press  and  contains  the  Letters  of  Cadwallader  Colden 
covering  the  period  17 10-1745,  which  are  rich  in  material  for 
the  study  of  the  Colonial  History  of  the  Province  of  New  York. 
Colden  was  perhaps  the  most  learned  man  in  the  Colony  during  his 
time  and  was  very  active  in  the  political  controversies  of  his  day 
besides  being  interested  in  everything  scientific  and  philosophical. 


PRINCIPAL   LIBRARY  ACCESSIONS 


BIOGRAPHY. 


Life  and  Letters  of  the  Rev.  John 
Philip  Boehm.  1 683-1 749.  Ed- 
ited by  the  Rev.  Wm.  J.  Hinke. 
Philadelphia,    1916. 

James  Browne.  His  Writings  in 
Prose  and  Verse.     Boston,  191 7. 

Will  Carleton.  A  Biographical 
Study.  By  A.  Elwood  Corning. 
New  York,  191 7. 

Henry  Ford's  Own  Story.  As  told 
to  Rose  Wilder  Lane.  NewT  York, 
1917. 

The  Portraits  of  Albert  Gallatin. 
By  A.  E.  Gallatin.  Privately 
Printed.  Boston,  191 7.  Gift  from 
the  Author. 

The  Life  of  Robert  Hare.  An 
American  Chemist.  1781-1858. 
By  Edgar  V.  Smith.  Philadelphia, 
1917. 

The  Life  of  James  J.  Hill.  By  Jo- 
seph (  i.  Pyle.  2  vols.  Garden 
City,  N.  Y.,  1917. 

Early  Life  and  Letters  of  Gen. 
Thomas  J.  Jackson.     "Stonewall" 


Jackson.  By  Thomas  J.  Arnold. 
New  York,  191 6. 

"A  Soldier  Doctor  of  our  Army." 
James  P.  Kimball.  By  Maria  B. 
Kimball.      Cambridge,   191 7. 

Minutes  of  the  Special  Joint  Meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and 
Board  of  Aldermen,  City  of  N.  Y., 
Sept.  25,  1916,  in  Memory  of  Hon. 
Seth  Low.  Gift  from  the  City  Li- 
brary, New  York  City. 

Reminiscences  of  a  War  Time  States- 
man and  Diplomat.  1830-19 1 5. 
By  Frederick  W.  Seward.  New 
York,  191 6. 

The  Life  of  Henry  David  Thoreau. 
By  F.  B.  Sanborn.     Boston,   191 7. 

George  Washington's  Accounts  of 
Expenses  while  Commander  -  in- 
Chief  of  the  Continental  Army, 
1 775"  1783.  Reproduced  in  fac- 
simile with  annotations  by  John  C. 
Fitzpatrick.     Boston,  191 7. 

Life  and  Legacy  of  David  Rogerson 
Williams.'  By  Harvey  T.  Cook. 
New    York,   19 1 6. 
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GENEALOGY. 


The  Belmont-Belmonte  Family.  A 
Record  of  Four  Hundred  Years. 
By  Prof.  Richard  J.  H.  Gottheil. 
Privately  Printed.  New  York, 
191 7.     Gift  from  the  Author. 

Descendants  of  Isaac  Bradley  of 
Branford  and  East  Haven,  Conn. 
By  Leonard  A.  Bradley.  Privately 
Printed.  New  York,  191 7.  Gift 
from  J.  M.  Andreini. 

The  American  Ancestors  of  Oratio 
Dyer  Clark  and  Laura  Ann  King. 
By  John  E.  Salisbury.  Verified 
and  Enlarged  by  Geo.  C.  Martin. 
Asbury  Park,  191 7. 

Five  Generations  of  Connecticut  Har- 
risons. By  Mrs.  Frances  H.  Cor- 
bin.     Boston,  19 16. 

History  of  the  Hume,  Kennedy  and 
Brockman  Families.  By  William 
E.  Brockman.     Washington,  19 16. 

Two  folio  volumes  of  MSS.  notes 
on  the  Jones  and  Miller  families 
and  other  New  York  families,  by 
the  late  Maria  Duane  Bleecker 
Cox.  Gift  from  Wilmot  T.  Cox, 
in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Cox. 

Supplement  to  a  History  of  the  Pratt 
Family.  Compiled  by  Frank  E. 
Pratt.    New  York,  19 1 6. 


Addenda  to  Items  of  Ancestry.  (Tot- 
hill,  Stoughton,  etc.)  By  a  De- 
scendant.     I.    M.    R.      Newport, 

1916. 

The  Tousey  Family  in  America. 
Compiled  by  Theodore  Cuyler 
Rose.     Elmira,  N.  Y.,  191 6. 

The  Vanderpoel  Family  Annals  and 
Household  Memories.  By  George 
B.  Vanderpoel.  3  vols.  New  York, 
1 9 16.     Gift  from  the  Author. 

The  Raritan.  Notes  on  a  River  and 
a  Family.  Van  Dyck  Family.  By 
John  C.  Van  Dyck.  Privately 
Printed.  New  Brunswick,  N.  J., 
1915.     Gift  from  the  Author. 

Ancestors  and  Descendants  of  Ed- 
mund Whittier.  Compiled  by  Ber- 
nard B.  Whittier.  East  Lansing, 
Mich,  1917. 

William  Wood,  of  Earlsferry,  Scot- 
land, and  some  of  his  Descendants 
and  their  Connections.  By  J. 
Walter  Wood.  New  Haven, 
Conn.,  1916.  Gift  from  the 
Author. 

The  Complete  Peerage  of  England, 
Scotland,  Ireland,  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  Kingdom.  Edited 
by  Vicary  Gibbs.  Volumes  1-4. 
London,  1910-16. 


GENERAL. 


American  Art  Annual.  Volume  13, 
19 1 6.  Florence  N.  Levy,  Editor. 
Washington,  19 16. 

The  Middle  Group  of  American  His- 
torians. By  John  S.  Bassett.  New 
York,  19 1 7. 

Early  Narratives  of  the  Northwest, 
1634-1699.  Edited  by  Louise 
Phelps  Kellogg.  (Original  Narra- 
tives of  Early  American  History.) 
New  York,  191 7. 


Encyclopedia  of  Sunday  Schools  and 
Religious  History.  Edited  by  John 
T.  McFarland.  3  Volumes.  New 
York,  191 5. 

History  of  Manufactures  in  the 
United  States,  1 607- 1 860.  By  Vic- 
tor S.  Clark.  Washington,  1916. 
(Published  by  the  Carnegie  Insti- 
tution of  Washington.) 

Descriptive  Catalogue  of  the  Docu- 
ments   relating   to    the    History   of 
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the  United  States  in  the  Papelas 
Precedents  de  Cuba.  By  Roscoe  R. 
Hill.  Washington,  1916.  (Pub- 
lished by  the  Carnegie  Institution 
of  Washington.) 

Guide  to  Materials  for  American 
History  in  Russian  Archives.  By 
Frank  A.  Golder.  Washington, 
1917.  (Published  by  the  Car- 
negie  Institution   of  Washington.) 

History  of  the  United  States.  By 
Edward  Channing.  Vols.  3  and  4. 
New  York,  191 6- 191 7. 

New  International  Year  Book  for  the 
Year  19 16.     New  York,   191 7. 

With  Americans  of  Past  and  Present. 
By  J.  J.  Jusserand.  New  York, 
19 1 6. 

The  Navy  as  a  Fighting  Machine. 
By  Rear  Admiral  Bradley  A.  Fiske. 


New  York,  191 6.  Gift  from  Sam- 
uel V.  Hoffman. 

A  Baptist  Bibliography.  Being  a 
Register  of  Material  for  Baptist 
History  ....  preserved  in  Great 
Britain,  Ireland  and  her  Colonies. 
Compiled  by  W.  T.  Whitley. 
Vol.  1.  1 526-1 776.  London, 
19 1 6. 

A  Handbook  to  County  Bibliography, 
being  a  Bibliography  of  Bibliog- 
raphies relating  to  the  Counties  and 
Towns  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land. By  Arthur  L.  Humphreys. 
London,  1917. 

"America's  Attitude  toward  the 
War."  New  York,  1917.  Gift 
from  the  Bankers  Trust  Co.,  New 
York. 

Household  Manufactures  in  the 
United  States,  1640- 1860.  By 
Rolla  M.  Tryon.     Chicago,   19 17. 


INDIANS 


A  Bibliography  of  the  English  Co- 
lonial Treaties  with  the  American 
Indians,  including  a  Synopsis  of 
each  Treaty.  By  Henry  F.  De 
Puy.  New  York,  191 7.  Gift 
from  the  Author. 

"Three    Years    Among    the    Indians 


and  Mexicans.  By  Gen.  Thomas 
James,  Waterloo,  111.,  1846."  Ed- 
ited with  notes  and  biographical 
sketches,  by  Walter  B.  Douglas, 
and  reprinted  by  the  Missouri  His- 
torical Society.  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
191 6. 


LOCAL  AND  STATE. 


Past  and  Present  of  Adams  County, 
Nebraska.  William  R.  Burton  and 
David  J.  Lewis,  Editors.  2 
Vols.     Chicago,   111.,    1916. 

History  of  Bangor  Theological  Sem- 
inar). By  Calvin  M.  Clark.  Bos- 
ton,  1916. 

Year  Hook,  [916.  City  of  Charles- 
ton, S.  C.     Charleston,   191  7. 

Official  Letter  Rooks  of  Gov.  \V.  C. 
C.  Claiborne.  l8oi-l8l6.  Edited 
by      Dunbar     Rowland.       6     Vols. 

Jackson,  Miss.,  i <;  1 7 . 


Vital  Records  of  Cohasset,  Mass.,  to 
the  end  of  the  year  1850.  Com- 
piled by  Thomas  W.  Baldwin. 
Boston,   1916. 

Records  of  the  Connecticut  State  So- 
ciety of  the  Cincinnati,  1 783-1 804. 
Hartford,  1916. 

Papers  of  the  Connecticut  State  So- 
ciety of  the  Cincinnati,  1 783-1807. 
Hartford,   191 6. 

(Two  volumes  of  photographic  re- 
productions from  the  original  MSS. 
in    possession    of    the    Connecticut 
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Historical  Society,  and  published 
by  them.)  Gift  from  the  Con- 
necticut Historical  Society. 

Collections  of  the  Danvers  Historical 
Society,  Vol.  5.  Danvers,  Mass., 
1917. 

A  List  of  Official  Publications  of 
Connecticut,  1 774-1 788.  (Acorn 
Club  Publications  14.)  Hartford, 
1917. 

Fifth  Avenue  Events.  A  Brief  Ac- 
count of  some  of  the  most  interest- 
ing events  which  have  occurred  on 
the  Avenue.  Printed  for  the  Fifth 
Avenue  Bank  of  New  York,  19 16. 
Gift  from  the  Fifth  Avenue  Bank. 

Colonial  Records  of  the  State  of 
Georgia.  Compiled  by  Allen  D. 
Candler.  Vols.  23,  24  and  25. 
1741-1750.     Atlanta,  1914-1916. 

"A  Wonderful  Fifty  Years."  By 
Edwin  T.  Holmes,  President, 
Holmes  Electric  Protective  Co. 
(Story  of  the  Development  of  Elec- 
tricity and  Telephone  System  in 
New  York  City.)  Privately  Pub- 
lished. New  York,  191 7.  Gift 
from  the  Author. 

City  of  Kenosha  and  Kenosha 
County,  Wisconsin.  By  Frank  H. 
Lyman.  2  Vols.  Chicago,  111., 
19 1 6. 

Lincoln,  the  Capital  City,  and  Lan- 
caster County,  Nebraska.  Andrew 
J.  Sawyer,  Editor.  2  Vols.  Chi- 
cago, 111.,  1916. 

Register  of  the  Massachusetts  Society 
of  the  Colonial  Dames  of  America, 
1893-1917.     Boston,  1917. 

Economic  and  Social  Beginnings  of 
Michigan.  By  George  N.  Fuller. 
Lansing,  Mich.,  19 16.  Gift  from 
the  Michigan  Historical  Commis- 
sion. 

Mount  Vernon,  Washington's  Home 
and  the  Nation's  Shrine.     By  Paul 


Wilstach.  Garden  City,  N.  Y., 
1916. 

Narrative  of  Prison  Life  at  Baltimore 
and  Johnson's  Island,  Ohio.  By 
Henry  E.  Shepherd.  Baltimore, 
1917. 

A  Short  History  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
By  Frank  Urquhart.  Newark, 
1916. 

History  of  the  Seal  and  Flag  of  the 
State  of  New  Hampshire.  By  Otis 
Grant  Hammond.     Concord,  191 6. 

New  Haven,  Conn.  Town  Records. 
1 649-1 662.  Edited  by  Franklin  B. 
Dexter.  Published  by  the  New 
Haven  Colony  Historical  Society, 
New  Haven,  1917.  Gift  from  the 
New  Haven  Colony  Historical 
Society. 

The  Leading  Facts  of  New  Mexican 
History.  Edited  by  Ralph  E. 
Twitchell.  5  Vols.  Cedar  Rapids, 
Iowa,  1911-1917. 

Ecclesiastical  Records,  State  of  New 
York,  Vol.  7.  Index.  Albany, 
N.  Y.,  191 6.  Gift  from  the  New 
York  State  Library. 

"An  Old  Frontier  of  France."  The 
Niagara  Region  and  Adjacent 
Lakes  under  French  Control.  By 
Frank  H.  Severance.  2  Vols. 
(Publications  of  the  Buffalo  His- 
torical Society,  Vols.  20  and 
21.)  New  York,  1917.  Gift  from 
the  Buffalo  Historical  Society. 

Vital  Records  of  Northbridge,  Mass., 
to  the  end  of  the  year  1850.  Com- 
piled by  Thomas  W.  Baldwin. 
Boston,  19 1 6. 

North  Dakota.  History  and  People. 
By  Col.  Clement  A.  Lounsberry. 
3  Vols.     Chicago,  111.,  191 7. 

Athenae  Oxonienses.  An  exact  his- 
tory of  all  the  Writers  and  Bishops 
who   have  had   their   Education   in 
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the  most  ancient  and  famous  Uni- 
versity of  Oxford,  I  500- 1 690. 
Folio,  2  vols,  in  one.  London, 
1 691 -1 692.  Gift  from  Howland 
Pell. 

Alphabetical  Index  to  the  Births, 
Marriages  and  Deaths  recorded  in 
Providence,  R.  I.  Vol.  16,  Parts  1 
and  2.  By  Charles  V.  Chapin. 
Providence,   191 7. 

Racine  and  Racine  County,  Wis. 
Fanny  S.  Stone,  Editor.  2 
Vols.     Chicago,  111.,   191 6. 

Year  Book  of  the  Society  of  Colonial 
Wars  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 


191 7.  Gift  from  the  Society  of 
Colonial  Wars,  State  of  N.  J. 

Making  the  American  Thoroughbred, 
Especially  in  Tennessee,  1800- 
1845.  By  James  D.  Anderson. 
Norwood,  Mass.,   1916. 

Vital  Records  of  Uxbridge,  Mass.,  to 
the  end  of  the  Year  1850.  Com- 
piled by  Thomas  W.  Baldwin. 
Boston,  Mass.,  191 6. 

The  Lancasterian  System  of  Instruc- 
tion in  the  Schools  of  New  York 
City.  By  John  Franklin  Reigart. 
New  York,  19 16.  Gift  from  the 
Author. 


MANUSCRIPT  VOLUME 


Journal    No.    1  — 1801-1814 — of    the 
firm  of  Messrs.  Howland  &  Grin- 


nell,  New  York  Citv. 
Mr.   Howland  Pell.' 


Gift  from 


MAPS 


Redraft  by  John  Wolcott  Adams  of 
the  Castello  Plan,  "New  Amster- 
dam in  1660."  From  the  "Icon- 
ography of  Manhattan  Island,"  by 
I.  N.  Phelps  Stokes,   191 6. 

General  map  of  the  City  of  New 
York,  consisting  of  the  Boroughs 
of    Manhattan,    Brooklyn,    Bronx, 


Queens  and  Richmond,  showing 
...  a  tentative  and  preliminary 
plan  for  a  system  of  streets  .  .  . 
which  had  no  official  street  plan 
prior  to  1898.  Board  of  Public 
Improvements,  New  York,  Janu- 
ary 1,  1900.  Designed  and  pre- 
pared by  Louis     A.  Risse. 


ADDITIONS  TO  THE  GALLERY  OF  ART. 


Portrait  in  oil  of  Richard  Fisher, 
first  Hint  glass  maker  in  the  United 
States.      Painted  by  F.  R.  Spencer, 


1855.  (Framed.)  Gift  from  his 
granddaughter,  Mrs.  Edward 
Green. 


ADDITION  TO  THE  MUSLIM 

A   Gold    Watch,   presented    by    the   late   Mrs.   William   Pike  Glenney, 
rh rough    Mr.   Warren  C.   Crane 
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The  New  York  Historical  Society  founded  in  the  year  1804,  and 
incorporated  in  1809,  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  discovering, 
procuring  and  preserving  whatever  may  relate  to  the  natural,  civil, 
literary  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  United  States  in  general 
and  of  this  State  in  particular.  Also  to  establish  and  maintain 
collections  in  Art  and  Archaeology. 

The  building  of  the  Society  on  Central  Park  West  76th  to  77th 
Streets  was  erected  by  subscriptions  and  the  generous  donation  of 
our  late  benefactor  Henry  Dexter.  It  is  maintained  by  endowment 
funds  and  membership  fees  without  the  aid  of  City  or  State. 

The  Art  Galleries  and  Museum  are  open  to  the  Public  daily 
from  9  A.M.  to  5  P.M.  Sundays  excepted.  Library  hours,  9  A.M. 
to  6  P.M.  Open  on  Holidays  from  1  to  5  P.M.,  excepting  Christ- 
mas, New  Year  and  July  4th.  Closed  during  August  for  cleaning 
and  repairs. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Members,  on  their  election,  pay  an  initiation  fee  of  Twenty 
Dollars,  which  includes  dues  for  the  current  year,  and  annually 
thereafter  Ten  Dollars  as  dues;  or  a  life-membership  fee  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars,  in  lieu  of  all  other  dues  and  fees. 

The  contribution  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  to  the  funds  of  the 
Society  shall  entitle  the  person  giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a 
Patron  of  the  Society  in  perpetuity. 

The  contribution  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  shall  entitle  the  per- 
son giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a  Fellow  for  life. 

Members  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  visitors  to  the  rooms 
of  the  Society  by  their  card  or  a  note,  and  of  bringing  two  persons 
with  them  to  the  monthly  meetings. 

Nominations  are  to  be  sent  by  members  to  the  Recording 
Secretary,  170  Central  Park  West,  N.  Y.  City. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Collections  of  the  Society,  Vols.  I-V;   second  series,  Vols.  I-IV, 

1811-1859.      I0  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 

Proceedings,  1 843-1 849.      6  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 

The  John  Watts  de  Peyster  Publication  Fund  originally 

designated  as  the  "Publication  Fund"  in  1858  for  publishing  Col- 
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lections  of  the  Society  is  limited  to  1000  shares  of  which  849  have 
been  sold  up  to  the  present  time.  The  remaining  151  shares  are  for 
sale  at  #200.00  per  share,  each  certificate  of  stock  carries  with  it 
the  49  volumes  of  "Collections,"  1868-1916  published  consisting 
of  original  material  relating  to  American  History.  A  descriptive 
list  of  this  series  may  be  had  at  the  Library. 

The  John  Divine  Jones  Fund  founded  by  John  Divine  Jones 
of  New  York  in  1879,  for  the  publication  and  sale  by  the  Society  of 
works  relating  to  the  early  history  of  New  York  and  other  American 
Provinces.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  trust,  the  Society 
has  published  the  following  volumes,  which  relate  to  the  Loyalists 
of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  at  the 
Library. 

I.  "History  of  New  York  During  the  Revolutionary  War,"  by  Thomas 
Jones;  edited  by  Edward  F.  de  Lancey.  With  Notes,  Contemporary  Docu- 
ments, Maps  and  Portraits.  8vo,  two  volumes.  New  York,  1879.  Price, 
$15.00. 

II.  "The  Journal  of  a  Voyage  from  Charlestown,  S.  C,  to  London, 
Undertaken  During  the  American  Revolution,"  by  a  Daughter  of  an  Emi- 
nent American  Loyalist  (Louisa  Susannah  Wells).  8vo,  pp.  132.  Por- 
trait and  Facsimile.     New  York,  1906.     Price,  #2.00. 

III.  Orderly  Book  of  De  Lancey's  Brigade  British  Army,  1776-8,  with 
a  list  of  New  York  Loyalists  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution.  By 
William  Kelby,  late  Librarian  of  the  Society.  New  York,  191 7.  Price, 
#2.50. 

Catalogue  of  the  Gallery  of  Art  (Illustrated)  on  sale  at  the 
Society,  50  cents. 

Catalogue  of  the  Abbott  Collection  of  Egyptian  Antiquities, 
25  cents. 

A  Bibliography  of  the  Publications  of  the  Society  up  to  1904, 
was  published  in  the  appendix  of  the  history  of  "The  New  York 
I  [istorical  Society,  1 804-1904.  By  Robert  Hendre  Kelby,  Librarian 
of  the  Society,  New  York,  1905."  Copies  of  this  volume  will  be 
forwarded  to  members  upon  application  to  the  Librarian  enclosing 
six  cents  in  stamps  to  cover  delivery.  The  balance  of  the  edition 
numbers  about  three  hundred  copies  for  distribution. 
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EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


FIRST    CLASS FOR    ONE    YEAR,    ENDING    I9I8 

JAMES  BENEDICT 
RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 
ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 


SECOND  CLASS FOR  TWO  YEARS,  ENDING  I919 

J.  ARCHIBALD  MURRAY 
B.  W.  B.  BROWN 
EDWIN  W.  ORVIS 


THIRD  CLASS FOR  THREE  YEARS,  ENDING  I92O 

STANLEY  W.  DEXTER 

HENRY  F.  DE  PUY 

FREDERICK  TREVOR  HILL 

FOURTH  CLASS— FOR  FOUR  YEARS,  ENDING  I92I 

PAUL  R.  TOWNE 
LANGDON  GREENWOOD 
R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 


JAMES  BENEDICT,  Chairman 
ROBERT     H.  KELBY,  Secretary 

[The   President,   Vice-Presidents,    Recording   Secretary,   Treasurer,   and   Librarian   are 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee.] 


STANDING  COMMITTEES 


COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE 

RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 
F.  DELANO  WEEKES 
JAMES  BENEDICT 

COMMITTEE    ON    LECTURES 

B.  W.  B.  BROWN 

STANLEY  W.  DEXTER 

FREDERICK  TREVOR  HILL 

COMMITTEE    ON    LIBRARY 

HENRY  F.  DE  PUY 

ROBERT  H.  KELBY 

PAUL  R.  TOWNE 

COMMITTEE    ON    PUBLICATIONS 

GERARD  BEEKMAN 

R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 

ROBERT  H.  KELBY 


COMMITTEE    ON   ANNIVERSARY 

ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 

WILLIAM  M.  SLOANE 

J.  ARCHIBALD  MURRAY 

COMMITTEE    ON    BUILDING 

FANCHER   NICOLL 

F.  ROBERT  SCHELL 

EDWIN  W.  ORVIS 

COMMITTEE    ON    FINE    ARTS 

JAMES  BENEDICT 

WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

LANGDON  GREENWOOD 

COMMITTEE    ON    PLAN    AND    SCOPE 

HENRY  F.  DE  PUY 

WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

PAUL  R.  TOWNE 


TRUSTEES  OF  NEW  BUILDING 

JOHN  ABEEL  WEEKES,  Chairman 
ARCHER  MILTON  HUNTINGTON,   Vice-Chairman 

ROBERT  HENDRE  KELBY  WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

FREDERIC  DELANO  WEEKES 


THE 
NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 
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Vol.  I 


OCTOBER,  1917 


No.  3 


ENTRANCE    HALL    SHOWING    STAIRCASE    LEADING    TO    THE    LIBRARY 


NEW  YORK:     170    CENTRAL   PARK  WEST 

PUBLISHED     BY     THE     SOCIETY     AND     ISSUED     TO     MEMBERS 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Elected  January  2,    1917,   for  Three  Years   ending   1920 


PRESIDENT 

JOHN  ABEEL  WEEKES 

FIRST    VICE-PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM  MILLIGAN  SLOANE 

SECOND    VICE-PRESIDENT 

WALTER  L1SPENARD  SUYDAM 

THIRD    VICE-PRESIDENT 

GERARD  BEEKMAN 

FOURTH    VICE-PRESIDENT 

FRANCIS  ROBERT  SCHELL 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

ARCHER  MILTON  HUNTINGTON 

DOMESTIC    CORRESPONDING    SECRETARY 

JAMES  BENEDICT 

RECORDING    SECRETARY 

FANCHER  NICOLL 

TREASURER 

FREDERIC  DELANO  WEEKES 

LIBRARIAN 

ROBERT  HENDRE  KELBY 


NOTES    OF    THE    SOCIETY 


Free  Lectures  for  Children 

A  T  their  last  meeting  the  Executive  Committee  ordered  that 
**  *■  a  series  of  illustrated  lectures  relating  to  the  City  of  New 
York,  be  given  for  children  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Society  on 
Saturday  afternoons  during  the  months  of  November  and  Decem- 
ber. The  following  dates  and  subjects  have  been  assigned.  Lec- 
tures to  begin  promptly  at  3  o'clock.     No  tickets  required. 

November    3d — New    York    Before    the   Revolution — 1 765- 

1775.  BY  ROBERT  H.  KELBY. 

November    10th — Memorials   of  the  Revolution   within   our 

Gates.      BY  ALBERT  ULMANN,  AUTHOR  OF  "A  LANDMARK 
HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK." 

November  17th — Our  City,  Past,  Passing,  Present.    BY  JAMES 

W.  RUTHERFORD. 

November  24th — Fires  and  Fire  Apparatus  of  Old  New  York. 

BY  A.  J.  WALL. 

December    1st — New    York   During   the   Revolution — 1 775- 

1783.   BY  ROBERT  H.  KELBY. 

December   8th — Curiosities    of    New    York.      by    albert 

ULMANN,   AUTHOR   OF    "A    LANDMARK    HISTORY   OF   NEW 
YORK." 

December   15th — Progress  in   Transportation  in  New  York. 

BY  JAMES  W.  RUTHERFORD. 

December  2 2d — Familiar  Scenes  of  New   York.      Then  and 

Now.       BY   A.    J.    WALL. 

December    29th — New    York    After    the   Revolution — 1784- 
1789.    by  robert  h.  kelby. 

The  Egyptian  Collection 

During  the  month  Mrs.  Williams  resumes  her  work  of  re- 
cataloguing  the  Egyptian  Collection.  We  are  happy  to  announce, 
that  with  her  co-operation  and  through  the  courtesy  of  Dr.  Ar- 
thur Fairbanks,  Director  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston, 
Mass.,  the  Society  has  been  able  to  secure  the  services  of  Mr. 
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Paul  W.  Hoffmann,  a  skilled  artisan  of  that  museum,  to  take  up 
the  treatment  and  repair  of  the  objects  of  the  Egyptian  Collection, 
that  they  may  be  speedily  placed  in  attractive  settings  for  the  new 
exhibition  cases  now  awaiting  them.  Mr.  Hoffmann's  experience 
in  this  special  work  covers  a  period  of  twenty-five  years,  insuring 
to  the  Society  the  best  possible  results.  A  special  repair  shop  has 
been  fitted  up  in  the  building  for  his  work,  which  will  begin  on 
October  15th. 

The  Archives  of  the  Society 

A  card  catalogue  of  the  manuscripts  in  the  archives  of  the  So- 
ciety was  begun  in  19 13,  and  with  the  completion  of  the  library 
staff  this  year  rapid  progress  in  cataloguing  was  possible,  so  that 
half  of  the  alphabet  of  the  Miscellaneous  Manuscripts  with  nu- 
merous cross-references  is  completely  carded,  three  thousand 
cards  having  been  used  in  the  past  three  months.  The  larger  collec- 
tions of  manuscripts  have  all  been  calendared  and  are  accessible 
to  all. 

Material  for  the  "Collections"  of  the  Society  is  drawn  from 
the  archives  of  the  Society,  such  as  the  present  volume  now  in 
press,  "The  Cadwallader  Colden  Papers."  This  volume,  the 
fiftieth  ot  the  series  of  "Collections,"  is  for  the  current  year  19 17. 
They  are  issued  to  shareholders  of  The  John  Watts  dePeyster 
Publication  Fund,  of  which  the  Society  still  has  151  shares  for  sale 
at  $200  each,  each  share  carrying  with  it  the  50  volumes  already 
issued  and  all  future  publications. 

Newspapers 
The  valuable  collection  of  newspapers  in  the  Library  is  being 
collated  and  when  completed  the  catalogue  will  be  published  in  a 
separate  volume. 

New  York  State  Historical  Associatiox 
The  New  York  State  Historical  Association  will  hold  their 
Annual  Meeting  in  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  building  of  this  So- 
ciety on  the  mornings  of  Tuesday,  Wednesday  and  Thursday,  Oc- 
tober 2,  3  and  4,  19 17,  from  9.30  A.M.  to  1  P.M.,  and  on 
Wednesday  evening,  October  3rd,  at  8  P.M.  An  interesting  pro- 
gram of  papers  on  historical  subjects  has  been  prepared,  and  the 
members  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society  are  cordially  in- 
vited to  attend  the  sessions. 
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Exhibitions 

An  exhibition  of  material  relating  to  the  introduction  of  Croton 
Water  into  the  City  of  New  York  will  be  held  during  the  month 
of  October  in  connection  with  the  Celebration  on  October  12th  next 
of  the  completion  of  the  Catskill  Aqueduct. 

During  the  month  of  November  the  original  water  color  draw- 
ings of  John  J.  Audubon,  made  for  his  great  work,  "Birds  of  Amer- 
ica," will  be  placed  on  exhibition.  Other  exhibitions  to  follow  will 
include  the  Society's  collection  of  Old  New  York  Photographs  and 
its  collection  of  out-of-town  views,  mostly  in  lithograph,  and  the 
Calver  Collection  of  Revolutionary  Military  Buttons. 

Meetings  of  the  Society 

The  next  meeting  of  the  Society  will  be  held  on  November 
13th.  The  illustrated  lecture  for  the  evening  will  be  delivered  by 
Sandon  Perkins,  F.R.G.S.,  entitled:  "Canada  the  Wonderful."  On 
December  4th  Mr.  Theodoor  deBooy,  of  the  Museum  of  the  Amer- 
ican Indian,  will  deliver  an  illustrated  lecture  entitled:  "Explora- 
tions in  the  West  Indies." 

The  Recording  Secretary  of  the  Society,  Captain  Fancher 
Nicoll,  Company  L,  7th  Regiment,  has  been  called  to  the  Colors, 
and  is  with  the  regiment  at  Camp  Wadsworth,  Spartanburg,  South 
Carolina. 

Necrology 

Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Society  the  following  members 
have  died: 

William  H.  Samson,  a  member  since  19 12,  died  at  Lake  Ma- 
hopac,  N.  Y.,  June  24,  1917. 

Hon.  Jacob  A.  Geissenhainer,  a  member  since  1881,  died  at 
Mount  Pocoma,  Pa.,  July  20,  19 17,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age. 

George  L.  Rives,  a  life  member  since  1891,  died  August  18, 
19 17,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age. 

Evert  Jansen  Wendell,  a  life  member  since  1900,  died  August 
28,  1917,  at  Paris,  France,  in  the  58th  year  of  his  age. 

Henry  Parish,  a  life  member  since  1901,  died  at  Elberon, 
N.  J.,  September  18,  19 17,  in  the  88th  year  of  his  age. 
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CHRISTOPHER    COLLES,    1738-1821 
only   known   portrait    of   him.      Painted   by  John   Wesley  Jarvu 
In  possession  of  The  New-York  Historical  Society 
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AN  OUTLINE  HISTORY  OF  NEW  YORK'S 
WATER  SUPPLY 

\XT  ITH  the  advent  of  the  Catskill  Aqueduct  this  year,  which 
**  will  be  celebrated  on  October  12th,  and  the  wonderful  re- 
sources for  supplying  the  great  City  of  New  York  with  water,  the 
old  Croton  Water  Aqueduct  takes  second  place  in  the  matter  of 
importance  and  welfare  to  this  ever-growing  community.  But  the 
memory  and  history  of  that  feat,  the  introduction  of  Croton  water 
into  the  City  of  New  York  on  October  14,  1842,  still  lives  with 
old  New  Yorkers,  and  always  will  hold  an  important  place  in  the 
annals  of  our  city. 

The  awakening  spirit  for  the  need  of  a  proper  water  supply 
system  for  the  city  may  be  traced  to  Christopher  Colles,  an  engineer 
little  known  in  this  day  and  generation,  but  whose  record  in  prac- 
tical achievements  ranks  with  the  foremost  men  of  this  time.  He 
was  born  in  Ireland  about  1738  and  died  in  New  York  City  in 
1821.  In  1765  he  emigrated  to  America  and  in  1773  delivered 
a  series  of  lectures  in  New  York  on  inland  lock  navigation.  The 
following  year  he  proposed  to  erect  a  reservoir  for  the  city  and 
convey  water  through  the  streets  in  wooden  pipes  made  of  pine 
logs.  Up  to  this  time  wells  were  the  only  source  of  water  supply, 
and  these  produced  (with  but  one  exception)  water  which,  as 
early  as  1748,  Peter  Kalm  described  as  "very  bad."  The  excep- 
tion being  the  famous  "Tea  water"  well  situated  in  a  hollow  near 
the  junction  of  the  present  Chatham  and  Roosevelt  Streets,  which 
continued  to  supply  good  water  for  many  years. 

On  August  1,  1774,  The  New  York  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mer- 
cury published  the  following : 

"Last  Thursday  sen'night  the  Corporation  of  this  City  met,  and  agreed 
to  Mr.  Christopher  Colles's  Proposal  for  supplying  this  City  with  fresh 
water,  by  means  of  a  Steam  Engine,  Reservoir,  and  Conduit  Pipes;  and  in 
order  to  carry  the  said  useful  and  laudable  Design  into  immediate  execu- 
tion, they  resolved  to  issue  Promissory  Notes  as  the  Work  shall  advance. 

"According  to  this  Design,  the  Water  will  be  conveyed  through  every 
Street  and  Lane  in  this  City,  with  a  perpendicular  Conduit  Pipe,  at  every 
Hundred  Yards,  at  which  Water  may  be  drawn  at  any  Time  of  the  Day  or 
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Night,  and  in  case  of  Fire,  each  Conduit  Pipe  will  be  so  contrived  as  to 
communicate  with  the  extinguishing  Fire-Engines,  whereby  a  speedy  and 
plentiful  supply  of  Water  may  be  had  in  that  calamitous  Situation." 

On  September  5,  1774,  the  same  paper  published  the  following 
advertisement: 

"New  York  Water  Works. 

"Notice  is  hereby  given,  that  a  large  quantity  of  pitch  pine  logs  will  be 
wanting  for  the  New  York  water  works.  Such  persons  as  are  willing  to 
engage  to  furnish  the  same,  are  desired  to  send  their  proposals,  in  writing, 
before  the  20th  of  October  next,  to  Christopher  Colles,  contractor  for  said 
works. 

These  logs  must  be  of  good  pitch  pine,  straight  and  free  from  large  knots, 
and  20  feet  long;  one-fourth  of  the  number  of  logs  to  be  of  12  inches  diam- 
eter, exclusive  of  sap,  at  the  small  end ;  and  the  remaining  three-fourths  of  9 
inches  diameter,  exclusive  of  sap,  at  the  small  end." 

On  October  8,  1774,  the  city  purchased  from  Augustus  and 
Frederick  Van  Cortlandt  a  site  on  the  east  side  of  Broadway  be- 
tween the  present  Pearl  and  White  Streets,  and  the  erection  of  the 
reservoir  to  carry  out  Colles'  plan  was  there  carried  into  effect,  but 
the  Revolutionary  War  and  the  occupation  of  the  city  by  the  Brit- 
ish prevented  the  completion  of  the  scheme. 

On  January  29,  1788,  a  petition  to  the  Common  Council  ap- 
peared in  The  New  York  Packet,  praying  that  houses  might  be 
supplied  with  water  through  pipes,  viz. : 

"Water  Works. 

"The  following  Petition  is  now  handling  about  this  City  in  order  to  take 
the  sense  of  the  inhabitants  whether  they  would  wish  the  city  should  be  fur- 
nished with  a  plentiful  supply  of  fresh  water,  by  means  of  water  works  and 
conduit-pipes,  as  proposed,   (and  partly  executed)  before  the  late  war. 

"To  the  Hon.  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of 
New  York  in   Common  Council  convened : 

"The  Petition  of  the  subscribers,  inhabitants  of  the  said  city, 
Respectfully  sheweth, 

"That  as  the  present  mode  of  furnishing  this  City  and  shipping  with 
water,  is  in  many  respects  subject  to  many  inconveniences,  we  do  hereby  de- 
clare our  approbation  of  a  design  for  supplying  the  same  by  means  of  water- 
works and  conduit-pipes,  and  will  (as  soon  as  the  same  shall  be  compleated) 
be  satisfied  to  pay  our  respective  proportion  of  a  tax  for  the  purpose,  pro- 
vided the  same  does  not  exceed  twenty-six  shillings  for  each  home  per  annum, 
at  an  average. 
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"May  it  therefore  please  your  honors  to  take  the  premises  into  consid- 
eration, and  to  adopt  such  measures  for  effecting  the  same  as  you  shall  judge 
most  expedient,  for  the  advantage,  convenience  and  safety  of  the  City. 

"Calculation. 

"Supposing   3200   houses  \  .  £4.160 

in   the  City,   at  26s       j  *4 

of  which  

1000  houses  rated  at  45   s  per  ann  2250 

1000  ditto                      26  1300 

1200  ditto                       10  2  d  610 


£.4160" 
Nothing,  however,  came  from  this  petition,  and  "tea  water 
men"  continued  to  carry  water  around  the  city  in  carts  built  for 
the  purpose,  selling  the  same  at  3d.  a  hogshead  of  130  gallons  at 
the  pump.  The  well  in  which  this  pump  stood  was  fed  from  the 
Collect  Pond,  and  was  about  twenty  feet  deep  and  four  feet  in 
diameter. 

From  1789  to  1798  various  propositions  were  made  to  the  city 
for  an  adequate  water  supply,  all  of  which  named  the  Collect  Pond 
for  the  source  of  supply. 

On  July  2,  1798,  Dr.  Joseph  Browne  proposed  furnishing  the 
city  with  water  from  the  Bronx  River,  and  with  far-sightedness 
and  good  judgment  argued  his  point  in  the  following  language: 

"The  large  stagnating,  filthy  pond,  commonly  called  the  Collect,  which 
now  is,  or  soon  will  be,  the  centre  of  the  City,  has  been  looked  to  by  some 
of  the  people  as  a  fund  from  whence  an  adequate  supply  might  be  obtained, 
by  means  of  a  steam-engine,  for  the  purposes  already  spoken  of.  I  cannot 
undertake  to  say  that  this  source  would  at  present  be  incompetent  to  all  the 
preceding  purposes  for  which  a  supply  of  water  is  wanted  ;  but  if  the  quan- 
tity naturally  discharged  from  this  pond  be  the  whole  that  is  furnished  by 
its  springs,  then  I  might  say  with  propriety,  it  is  infinitely  too  small  for  those 
uses.  But  admitting  that  at  present  it  might  be  competent,  the  time  will 
come,  and  that  very  shortly  from  the  growth  of  the  City,  when  this  source 
will  most  certainly  be  very  inadequate  to  the  demand.  And  again,  supposing 
the  pond  to  contain  and  furnish  enough,  it  is  a  consideration  well  deserving  at- 
tention, whether  a  pond,  into  which  the  filth  from  Many  of  the  streets  must, 
without  very  great  expense  and  care,  be  constantly  discharged,  and  to  which 
the  contents  of  vaults,  etc.,  will  continually  drain,  is  a  desirable  source  from 
whence  we  should  like  to  take  water  for  drinking,  cooking,  etc.,  without  tak- 
ing into  account  its  noxious  qualities,  medically  considered;  although  it  may 
be  laid  dow  n  as  a  general  rule  that  the  health  of  a  City  depends  more  on  its 
water  than  on  all  the  rest  of  the  eatables  and  drinkables  put  together." 
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WATER    GATE   IN    THE    PIPES    LAID    BY    THE   MANHATTAN    COMPANY,   INCORPORATED 
APRIL  2,  1799 
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Dr.  Browne's  plan  met  with  approval,  and  Mr.  William  Wes- 
ton, an  engineer,  was  engaged  by  the  city  to  study  the  proposed 
plan.  His  report  favored  the  tapping  of  the  Bronx  River  and 
was  adopted  by  the  Common  Council;  a  bill  wTas  prepared  and 
introduced  in  the  Legislature  granting  the  City  of  New7  York  the 
necessary  powders  for  constructing  water  works.  At  this  point  op- 
position arose  from  such  men  as  Alexander  Hamilton  and  Gulian 
Verplank  and  from  Aaron  Burr  and  others  wTho  had  in  mind  the 
forming  of  a  private  company,  and  on  April  2,  1799,  the  Legis- 
lature passed  an  act  "for  supplying  the  City  of  NewT  York  with 
pure  and  wholesome  water,"  and  incorporated  the  Manhattan 
Company,  w7ith  a  capital  stock  not  to  exceed  twTo  million  dollars, 
divided  in  shares  of  fifty  dollars  each,  to  which  the  city  subscribed 
for  two  thousand  shares.  The  water  was  to  be  introduced  into  the 
city  within  ten  years  of  the  passage  of  the  act.  Although  the  char- 
ter of  the  Manhattan  Company  gave  them  the  right  "to  erect  any 
dams  or  other  wrorks  across  or  upon  any  stream  or  streams  of 
water,  river  or  rivers,  or  any  o'ther  place  or  places"  in  order  to 
obtain  an  ample  supply  of  wrater  for  the  city,  it  did  not  avail  itself 
of  the  privileges  granted  them  and  only  sunk  a  large  well  tAventy- 
five  feet  in  diameter  at  the  corner  of  the  present  Reade  and  Centre 
Streets  and  pumped  the  water  into  a  reservoir  on  Chambers  Street, 
from  which  it  was  distributed  through  wrooden  pipes. 

From  this  time  until  the  construction  of  the  Croton  Reservoir, 
a  period  of  over  thirty  years,  nothing  of  permanent  good  wras  ac- 
complished toward  solving  the  question  of  supplying  the  city  with 
pure  and  wholesome  wrater  in  abundance,  and  during  all  these  years 
its  need  was  ever  apparent.  In  18  19  Robert  Macomb  was  granted 
the  privilege  of  bringing  water  from  the  Bronx  River  to  a  reser- 
voir on  Manhattan  Island,  but  nothing  came  of  it.  In  1821  a  com- 
mittee, with  Mayor  Stephen  Allen  as  chairman,  again  considered 
securing  water  from  the  same  source,  without  result.  The  next 
proposition  was  to  construct  an  open  canal  from  the  Housatonic 
River,  and  another  scheme  suggested  a  canal  from  the  Oblong 
River,  at  Sharon,  Conn.,  to  New  York,  a  distance  of  fifty  miles. 
In  [825  the  New  York  Water-Works  Company  was  incorporated 
to  carry  out  the  plan  of  Mr.  Canvass  White,  who  was  selected  in 
1S22  as  engineer  to  make  investigations  concerning  the  Bronx 
River  supply,  on  which  he  had  reported  favorably.     This  company 
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PROMISSORY  NOTE  FOR  EIGHT  SHILLINGS  ISSUED  TO  CARRY  ON  THE  WORK  OF  THE 
"  NEW  YORK  WATER  WORKS"     DATED  JANUARY  6,  1776 
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dissolved  in  1827,  as  its  charter  conflicted  with  those  of  the  Sharon 
Canal  Company  and  of  the  Manhattan  Company.  In  1827  the 
New  York  Wells  Company  was  incorporated  to  bore  wells,  but 
soon  abandoned  the  task,  realizing  that  sufficient  water  could  not  be 
obtained  from  that  source.  Several  wells  were  bored  by  Levi  Dis- 
brow,  who  had  invented  and  patented  improved  tools  for  the  work, 
but  it  was  estimated  that  two  hundred  wells  would  be  necessary  to 
obtain  a  sufficient  supply  of  water,  and  the  expense  of  operating 
pumps  for  the  same  ended  further  consideration  of  that  scheme. 

In  1829  Alderman  Samuel  Stevens  urged  the  city  to  build  a 
reservoir  for  fire  purposes  on  high  ground  on  Thirteenth  Street  and 
to  lay  an  iron  pipe  line  down  the  Bowery  to  Chatham  Square  and 
another  down  Broadway  to  Canal  Street.  This  was  actually  carried 
out,  and  the  reservoir  constructed  on  the  south  side  of  Thirteenth 
Street  near  the  present  Fourth  Avenue,  and  was  the  first  public  res- 
ervoir and  the  beginning  of  the  public  water-works  of  the  City  of 
New  York.  It  had  a  capacity  of  233,169  gallons.  Twelve-inch 
mains  were  used,  with  branches  of  ten  and  six  inches,  and  by  Jan- 
uary, 1833,  34,646  feet  of  pipes  had  been  laid. 

It  was  not  until  1830  that  the  Croton  River  had  been  men- 
tioned as  a  possible  source  for  the  city's  water  supply,  and  in  that 
year  Mr.  Francis  B.  Phelps  suggested  it  in  a  memorial,  as  one  of 
four  sources,  the  others  being  Rye  Ponds,  Passaic  River  and  wells 
on  Manhattan  Island. 

On  November  10,  1832,  a  joint  committee  of  the  Common 
Council  on  Fire  and  Water  engaged  DeWitt  Clinton  to  examine 
the  various  sources  and  routes  of  water  supply  thus  far  suggested. 
His  conclusions  determined  upon  an  aqueduct  from  the  Croton  Val- 
ley to  the  city,  and  on  May  2,  1834,  the  final  act  for  constructing 
the  Croton  Aqueduct  was  passed.  Work  was  begun  in  1837  and 
completed  in  1842,  when,  on  October  14th,  a  great  civic  celebra- 
tion was  held  in  honor  of  the  event.  The  Murray  Hill  Reservoir 
was  completed  that  year,  and  served  as  the  distributing  reservoir 
for  the  city.  On  June  1,  1883,  an  act  was  passed  authorizing  the 
construction  of  a  new  aqueduct,  reservoirs  and  dams,  for  supplying 
the  City  of  New  York  with  an  increased  supply  of  pure  and  whole- 
some water.  On  July  15,  1890,  water  was  turned  into  the  new 
aqueduct  from  Croton  Lake  to  the  Central  Park  Reservoir.  The 
Cat  ski  1 1  Aqueduct  was  begun  June  20,  1907,  and  completed  Jan- 
uary,  19  1  7. 
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ORIGINAL   DOCUMENTS   FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 
OF  THE   SOCIETY 

WASHINGTON    ORDERS    LEATHER    BREECHES 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  George  Washing- 
ton to  John  Mitchell,  who  lived  in  Philadelphia,  dated  Newburgh, 
November  5,  1782,  which  is  reproduced  in  fac-simile  on  the  follow- 
ing pages: 

Newburgh  5th  Novr  1782 
Dear  Sir, 

By  Doctr  Craik  I  send  you  four  half  Joes — £6 — 9 — 3  of  which 
appears  to  be  the  Balle  due  you,  allowing  the  Pensa.  State  Paper  (in 
yr  hands)  at  one  for  four. 

I  pray  you  to  get  me  made  by  the  Measure  inclosed  a  pair  of 
the  neatest  &  best  Leather  Breeches. — I  know  not  at  this  time  who 
is  esteemed  the  most  celebrated  workman,  or  I  would  not  trouble 
you  in  so  trifling  a  matter. — formerly  there  used  to  be  a  skin  called 
I  think,  the  Carraboas,  of  which  very  neat  Breeches  were  made — 
whether  they  are  yet  to  be  had  I  know  not — nor  do  I  know  the 
price  of  Leather  Breeches  at  this  day,  but  if  the  money  sent  is  insuf- 
ficient the  deficiency  shall  be  paid  on  demd. 

I  would  beg  to  have  them  sent  to  me  as  soon  as  possible  &  I 
shall  thank  you  for  reiterating  my  request  that  they  may  be  made 
roomy  in  the  seat  and  not  tight  in  the  thigh. — They  generally  make 
them  so  strait  that  it  is  with  difficulty  they  can  be  drawn  on,  to 
which  I  have  an  utter  aversion. — the  measure  gives  the  size  I 
would  have  them — not  what  they  can  be  brought  to  by  stretching. — 
My  Complimts  to  M™-  Mitchell. 

I  am — Dr  Sir 

Your  Most  Obedt  Serv*. 

G°.  Washington. 
Jno  Mitchell  Esqr. 

[The  "measure"  inclosed"  mentioned  in  the  letter  is  not  in  evi- 
dence, hence  we  are  deprived  of  that  interesting  information.] 
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A  NON-PROHIBITIONIST   DINNER   OF  THE 
COLONIAL  PERIOD 

During  the  Colonial  period  in  New  York  two  important  an- 
niversaries, which  were  always  celebrated,  were  the  King's  Birth- 
day and  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act.  In  the  evenings  of  those 
days  a  dinner,  attended  by  the  principal  inhabitants,  marked  the 
conclusion  of  festivities.  The  itemized  bill  printed  below  and  re- 
produced on  the  following  page  shows  the  cost  of  one  of  these 
banquets  and  those  who  did  not  pay  their  share  of  17  shillings. 
Among  232  diners,  599  bottles  of  various  wines,  etc.,  were  con- 
sumed, as  well  as  5  1  quarts  of  ale  and  a  considerable  quantity  of 
punch,  beer  and  toddy.  Immediately  after  the  items  of  what  was 
drank  on  that  occasion  is  a  charge  for  £4  for  "glass,  etc.,  broke." 
Six  musicians  cost  i£  4s.  each,  while  a  French  horn  received  £5. 
Following  the  illustration  is  printed  a  partial  list  of  those  present 
at  the  dinner. 


50    To  Cash 49.  6. — 

36    To  Do 30:12. — 

24  To  Do 20:  8. — 

25  To  Do 21.  4.3 

3*     To  Do 32:  5.- 

20    To  Do 17: 

To  Anty  Rutger ]  a 

To  Jn°  Woods I  3   -8' 

To  Peter  Merselis ( 

ToWm.  Marriner J  I?4:  3  3 

To  Cash 6.18.9 

181:2:0 
To  John  DeLancey..  .0-17. — 

'D  Stiles ....     17.— 

T  Brookman 17. — 

F  1  )ominick 17. — 

T  \   Schaak 17. — 

Tho  Jones  Doctor. . .     17. — 
David  Kjiolt 17. — 

James  Sloan 17. — 

John  Scantier) 17. — 

Amities  Lucum  pd  to 

Mr.  I. a it'h t 17. — 

8-IO. 


By  527  Bottles  Wine 4/..  105:  8.  — 

30  Do  Clarret 5/. .  ..7.10   — 

26  Do  Cider 1  /. .  . .  1 .   6   — 

6  Do  Porter 2/...  — 12   — 

10  Do  Mead. 6d. .  . —  5    — 

51  Quarts  Ale 6d..  ..1.   5:6 

Punch  Bear  &  Toddy 12  19:6 

Glass  &c  broke 4:  o:  — 

232  Dinner 3/     34:16.  — 

Pd  Farrel  &  Burger 16— £168  2. — 

6  musicks  at  24/ 7.  4  — 

French  Horn 5:  o: — 

13:0:  — 

Pd  bv  E  Bancker  181:2:  — 

To  John  Dally  (P^Totten)  1  6  6 

To  St  Croux n . — 

To  Hardenbrook 10. — 

£2:6:6 

£183:8:6 
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A  Partial  List  of  Those  Present  at  the  Dinner 


John  De  Lancey  Esqr 
David  Johnston 

Andrew  Barclay 

John  Alsop 

(  rEORGE  Berks 

Phillip  Kusick 
James  Armstrong 
John  Lockhead  or 

Lockhart 
Thomas  Hyat 
Anthony  Rutgers 
Oliver  De  Lancey  Esqr 
Peter  Brower 
Nicholas   Governeur 
Agustes  Van  Horne 
G.  J.  Van  Courtland 
Isaac  Low 

James  Van  Courtland 
John   De  Noyelle  Esqr 
Fred  De  Peyster 
\vm  \7r  eden  berg h 
Geo.  Bruerton  Junr 
John  Tuder 
James  Ben  net 
George  Ball 
Thomas  \V.  Moore 
(  }er  \rd  Walton 
Alexb  Wallace 
W M  Jaunsey 
Jas  Jauncey  Jun* 
Walter  Cozine 
Thos  Walton 

(  il .().    I  [OPSON 

M .  Jones 

Leo  Lespnard  Junr 
J  \    Beekman 
John  Schuyler 
John   THURMAN 

F.  Phillipse  Esq" 


Jeremus  Alstyne 
Peter  Majier 
Rem  Rapelie 
Jonathen  Nash 
Coenradt  Ham 
Baltus  Van  Kleek 
Jacob  Walton  Esqr 
James  Willmot 
Mr.  Humphrys 
David  Beekman 

VlNSENT    TlLYOW 

Thos  Brookman 
Jonathan  Lawrence 
Thomas  Lawrence 
Frances  Domenick 
James  Jauncey  Esqr 
John  Clarke  Senr 
WM  Nixon 
Abraham  Lynson 
James  Wells 
Peter  Barton 
G.  G.  Beekman 
Daniel  Stiles 
WM  McAddams 
J.  H.  Crugar 
Doctor  McKinsey 
Jacob  Bruerton 
Miles  Sheerbrook 
John  Woods 
Isaac  Heron 
Thos  Jones  Esqr 
Theops  Beache 
Wm  Winterton 
Samuel  Van  Plank 
John  Scantline 
Leo  Lespnard  Senr 
John  Saunders 
Sylvenus  Delenham 
Capn  Turner 


G.  WM  Beekman 
Robert  Waddell 
Peter  Van  Scaick  Esq* 
Thos  Jones  (Doctor 
Harm  en  Governeur 
John  Marston 
WM  Butler 
Thos  Pettet 
Mervine  Perry 
WM  Marriner 
Geo.  Foliot 
John  Kelly 
Cap  Chambers 
James  Slone 
Peter  Merselis 
Cap  Finglas 
Benja  Stuot 
Dan  McCormack 
Peter  Scarmehorne 
John  Dykeman 
David  Knolt 
Wendel  Dubois 
Alexander  Fink 
Thos  Cheseman 
WM  Miller 
James  Harris 
Isaac  Guion 
John  Clarke  Junr 
Andries  Lucum 
Fred  Shunard 
James  Barclay 
Oliver  Middleburgh 
John  Clerk 
WM  Lough ead 
H.  Peckwell 

De  Groot 

De  LeMatre 

p.  cockran 
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RECORDS  OF  THE   FRENCH  CHURCH  AT 
NEW    ROCHELLE,    N.    Y. 

The  following  marriages  and  baptisms  of  the  French  Church 
at  New  Rochelle,  N.  Y.,  were  performed  by  Rev.  Daniel  Bondet, 
1703-17 12.  The  translations  from  the  French  were  made  by  A.  J. 
Wall  from  the  original  manuscript  in  possession  of  this  Society, 
and  now  published  for  the  first  time.  The  spellings  of  the  names 
are  printed  just  as  they  appear,  and  in  some  instances  vary  some- 
what from  the  present-day  form. 

Marriages 

1703  May  3 — Guillaume  Le  Conte  and  Marguerte  Manhomay,  by  license 
of  his  Excellency  Lord  Cornbury.     Married  at  New  Rochelle. 

1703  June  6 — Jean  Boyer  and  Catherine  Ariane  after  the  publication  of 
three  announcements.     Married  in  the  church. 

1703  June  25 — William  Pingney  and  Thamax  Pell,  attended  by  their  rela- 
tives and  friends.     Married  in  the  church. 

1703  November  13 — Jaques  Flandreaw  of  Chataignerai,  Poitou,  France, 
and  Elizabeth  Boderit  of  Rye,  England. 

1705  May  20 — Pierre  Bertin  of  Mortagne,  Province  of  St.  Onge,  France, 
and  Anne  Borron  of  Rye,  England.  The  said  Bertin  was  attended 
by  his  mother  and  Theophite  Forche,  his  stepfather,  and  Anne 
Boron  was  attended  by  the  young  Anne  Gion.  Married  in  the 
church. 

1705  May  20 — Jean  Jun  of  Cherveu  [Cherveux],  Poitou,  France,  and 
Jeane  Bouquet  of  Soubise,  St.  Onge,  France.  Attended  by  Isaac 
Quantin.     Married  in  the  church. 

1705  June  10 — Andre  Naudin  and  Susanne  Devaux.  Andre  Naudin  was 
attended  by  his  father,  Andre  Naudin,  and  Susanne  Deveaux  by  her 
father  and  mother,  Frederic  and  Ester  Deveaux.  Married  in  the 
church. 

1709  October  19 — Alexandre  Reseg  [Resseguire]  and  Sara  Bondecou,  and 
Daniel  Bondecou  and  Mariane  Machet.  By  license  of  Lieut.  Gov. 
Richard  Englodby.  Married  at  New  Rochelle  in  the  presence  of 
their  relatives  and  other  company. 

1709  November  23 — Pierre  Martin  and  Jeane  Bouchet.  Jean  Jun  pre- 
sented the  bride  in  the  presence  of  her  mother  and  other  relatives 
and  friends.     Married  in  the  church. 
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1709  December   13 — Jonatan  Roger  and  Sibille  Sands.     By  license  of  Lieu- 

tenant Engoldsbe,  attended  by  their  relatives,  in  the  presence  of  sev- 
eral other  witnesses. 

1709/10     February  7 — Elie  Peltreau  and  Jeane  Many,  at  the  house  of  the 
bride,  in  the  presence  of  several  relatives  and  friends.     By  license. 

1 7 10  December  9 — Jean  Sorin  and  Jeane  Forche.     Married  in  the  church. 

Theophie  Forche  presented  his  daughter  to  Jean  Sorin  in  the  pres- 
ence of  several  persons  assembled  in  the  church. 

171 1  January    1 — Samuel    Readen    and    Sara    Schurman.      Married   in    the 

church   in   the   presence   of  their  relatives   and   other  company,   an- 
nouncements having  been  made  on  three  consecutive  Sundays. 


Baptisms 

1702/3  March  9 — Henri  Streing,  son  of  Daniel  Streing  and  Charlote 
Streing,  born  Feb.  27,  1 702/3.  Sponsors,  Jean  David  Jr.,  and 
Clorinde  Streing. 

1702/3  March  14 — Judith  Lauran,  daughter  of  Jean  and  Marie  Lauran, 
born  March  10,  1702/3.  Sponsors,  Pierre  Ladou  and  Judith 
Renau. 

1703  March  28 — Abraham  Frehet,  son  of  Isaac  Frehet  and  Mercy 
[Blomer],  born  Feb.  21,  1702/3.  Sponsors,  Guillaume  Le  Conti 
and  Maho  [Mahault]. 

1703  April  11 — Jeane  Magdelaine  Many,  daughter  of  Jean  and  Jeane 
Many,  born  March,  1702/3.  Sponsors,  Jacques  Balereau  and 
Madelene  Fillieux.      Baptized  in  the  church. 

1703  April  15 — Jeane  Bonct,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Jeane  Bonet,  born 
April  9,  1703.  Sponsors,  Estiene  Lavigne  and  Isabelle  Lavigne. 
Baptized  at  home  because  of  illness. 

1703  May  2 — Jaques  Perot,  son  of  Jaques  and  Marie  Perot,  born  April 
15,   1703.     Sponsors,  father  and  mother.     Baptized  in  the  church. 

1703     May   2 — Isabelle   Simon,   daughter   of   Pierre   Simon,   born   the    12th 

of  .     Sponsors,  Pierre  Parcot  and Gion.     Baptized 

\n  the  church. 

1703  June  13 — Thomas  Smith,  son  of  Jean  and  Guierke  Smith,  born  May 
31,  1703-  Sponsors,  Daniel  Sicar  and  Catherine  Sicar.  Baptized 
in  the  church. 

1703     July  26 — Elizabeth  Ogtden,  daughter  of  and  Elizabeth  Ogt- 

den,  born  January  3,   1702/3.     Sponsors,  father  and  mother.     Bap- 
tized   in    the   church. 
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1 703  July  26 — Frederic  Schurman,  son  of  Jean  Schurman  and  Anne  Schur- 
man,  born  June  6,  1703.  Sponsors,  father  and  mother.  Baptized 
in  the  church. 

1703  August  1 — Catherine  Mebe,  daughter  of  Gaspar  and  Elizabeth  Mebe, 
born  June  14,  1703.  Sponsors,  Gaspar  Mebe,  his  father,  and  Marie 
Simon.     Baptized  in  the  church. 

1703     29 — Bellequie,  daughter  of  William  and  Bellequie  Kerk,  born 

June  28,  1703. 

1703  October  25 — Esther,  daughter  of  Jacques  and  Jeanne  Berjeau,  born 
October  18,  1703.     Sponsors,  Daniel  Giraud  and  Thomasse  Guyon. 

1703  December  28 — Susanne  Marie,  daughter  of  Pierre  and  Jeane  Valeau, 

born  December  2,    1703.     Sponsors,  Josia  Le  Vilain  and  Susanne 
Valeau.  Baptized  in  the  church. 

1703/4  January  23 — Susanne  Sicart,  daughter  of  Jaques  and  Anne  Sicart, 
born  January  14,  1703/4.  Sponsors,  Jean  Coutan  and  Jeane  Sicart. 
Baptized  in  the  church. 

1703/4  January  30 — Elizabeth  Cantin,  daughter  of  Isaac  and  Francoise 
Cantin,  born  January  17,  1703/4.  Sponsors,  Daniel  Sanson  and 
Elizabeth  Lavigne.     Baptized  in  the  church. 

1703/4  January  30 — Marthe  Ladou,  daughter  of  Pierre  and  Marthe  La- 
dou,  born  January  18,  1703/4.  Sponsors,  Jean  Lauran  and  Fran- 
coise Parcot.     Baptized  in  the  church. 

1704  April   2 — Marthe,   daughter  of   Elie   de   Bonrepos,   born  February  4 

last.     Sponsors,  Col.  Caleb  Heatcote  and  Mad.  Heatcote. 

1704  May  21 — Zacharie,  son  of  Zazarie  and  Marye  Langevin,  born  March 
13.     Sponsors,  father  and  mother. 

1704  June  18 — Madelaine  Parcot,  daughter  of  Pierre  and  Francoise  Par- 
cot,  born  May  15,  1704.  Sponsors,  Jean  Vincent  and  Jeane  Gen- 
dron. 

1704  September  17 — Marie  Willam,  aged  about  25  years,  baptized  in  the 
church,  before  the  congregation  after  the  first  service. 

1704  September  17 — Anne  Lounsbery,  wife  of  Jean  Lounsberi,  living  in 
the  parish  of  Rye,  aged  about  26  years,  also  a  child  Isaac,  aged 
eleven  months.  Sponsors,  the  father  and  Thomasse  Gion.  Baptized 
in  the  church. 

1704  December  3 — Mariane  Sicart,  daughter  of  Ambroise  and  Jeane  Sicart, 
born  October  4,  1704.  Sponsors,  Jean  Neuville  and  Anne  Sicart. 
Baptized  in  the  church. 

1704  December  10 — Pierre,  son  of  Guillaume  and  Marguerit  LeConte, 
born  July  25  last.     Sponsors,  Philipe  Cazier  and  Marie  Vergeraud. 
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1704  December  10 — Marie  Elizabeth,  daughter  of  Pierre  and  Marie  Ver- 
geraud,  born  April  7  last.  Sponsors,  Guillaume  LeConte  and  Eliza- 
beth LeBerton. 

1704/5  January  1 — Catherine  Sicard,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Catherine 
Sicard,  born  October  10  last.  Sponsors,  Daniel  Giraud  and  Suzanne 
Coutant. 

1704  g      February  4 — Jean,   son  of  Jean  and   Catherine  Bouyer,  born  Jan- 

uary 23.     Sponsors,  Louis  Guion  and  Marie  Fourestier. 

1704/5  February  12 — Jeane  Gougeon,  daughter  of  Gregoire  and  Renee 
Gougeon,  born  December  29,  1704.  Sponsors,  Pierre  Valeau  and 
Jeane  LeVilain.     Baptized  in  the  church. 

1705  April    15 — Elizabeth   Madelaine   Flandreau,   daughter  of  Jaques  and 

Elizabeth  Flandreu,  inhabitants  of  New  Rochelle,  born  February 
26,  1705.  Sponsors,  Isaac  Mercier  and  Madlaine  Bondet.  Bap- 
tized in  the  church. 

1705  May  3 — Susanne,  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Madelaine  Sanson,  living 
in  New  Rochelle,  born  April  17,  1705.  Sponsors,  Isaak  Cantin 
and  Jeane  Giraud. 

1705  May  6 — The  following  were  received  as  Elders  of  the  church:  Pierre 
Valeau,  Ambroise  Sicart  and  Daniel  Giraud. 

1705  May  20 — Anne  Guerin,  daughter  of  Etiene  and  Susanne  Guerin, 
born  April  24,  1705.     Sponsors,  Daniel  Sicart  and  Anne  Martin. 

1705  August  30 — Ambrose  Ladou,  son  of  Pierre  and  Marthe  Ladou,  born 
August  10.  Baptized  at  the  house  of  his  parents  in  the  presence 
of  several  witnesses.  Sponsors,  Ambrose  and  Jeane  Sicard.  The 
sponsors  are  to  take  the  child  to  the  church  on  the  jth  of  Septem- 
ber and  have  him  enrolled  after  the  lecture  of  the  evening. 

1709  November  6 — Susanne  Cantin,  daughter  of  Isaak  and  Francoise  Can- 

tin,  born  October  20,  1709.  Sponsors,  Daniel  Blondeau  and  Judith 
Lamouraux.     Baptized  in  the  church. 

1709/10  January  8 — Jean  Bonet,  son  of  Daniel  and  Jeane  Bonet,  born 
December  11,  1709.     Baptized  in  the  church. 

[709  10  February  7 — A  young  negro  [torn],  Doctor  Neufville,  aged  about 
S  years.     He  has  been  named  Jaques. 

1709/10  February  19 — Anne  Martin,  daughter  of  Pierre  and  Jeanne  Mar- 
tin, born  February  4,  1709/10.  Sponsors,  Pierre  Bretain  and  Anne 
Bretin. 

1 7 10  April   16 — Susanne  Bcrtin,  daughter  of  Pierre  and  Anne  Bertin,  born 

March  15,  1 7 10.  Sponsors,  Daniel  Blonde fau]  and  Madelaine 
Bertin. 
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1 7 10  December  22 — In  the  house  of  Daniel  Sicart,  a  sick  child,  aged  about 

3  weeks,  named  Isaak.  Sponsors,  Daniel  and  Caterine  Sicart,  father 
and  mother. 

1710/11  March  4 — Mariane  Cantin,  daughter  of  Isaak  and  Francoise  Can- 
tin  of  New  Rochelle,  born  the  7th  Ffebruary?],  1710/11.  Spon- 
sors, Josias  Neufville  and  Mariane  Marchant. 

1710/11  March  18 — William  Palmer,  son  of  Obadia  and  Anna  Marguerit 
Palmer,  born  September  12,  17 10.  Sponsors,  Elias  and  Ester  De- 
bonrepos.     Baptized  in  the  church. 

171 1  March   25 — Having  been   called   by   Marie   Broun,   seriously  ill,   for 

consolation,  I  baptized  her  at  her  request.  I  also  baptized  at  the 
same  time  three  of  six  children — Lidie,  aged  about  1 1  years ;  Jacob, 
aged  about  5  years,  and  Thomas,  aged  7  months.  Her  husband 
died  about  8  months  ago.  The  said  Marie  Broun  died  the  27th 
of  the  same  month  and  year  above  and  was  buried  in  our  Cemetery 
the  28th.     We  also  buried  the  same  day  Pierre  Boisseau. 

171 1  April   29 — Susanne   Martin,    daughter  of   Pierre  and   Jeane   Martin, 

born  April  8,  171 1.  Sponsors,  Jean  Jun  and  Susanne  Colier.  Bap- 
tized in  the  church. 

1 7 12  September   21 — Elizabeth   Naudin,    daughter  of  Andre   and   Susanne 

Naudin,  born  August  17,  17 12.  Sponsors,  Josiah  Neufville  and 
Marguerit  Angevin.     Baptized  in  the  church. 

17 12  August  15 — Jean  Valeau,  son  of  Pierre  and  Magdalaine  Valeau,  born 
August  14,  1 7 12.  Sponsors,  Esaie  Valeau  and  Elizabeth  Fau  [torn]. 
I  was  called  for  the  baptism  by  the  relatives  on  account  of  the  weak- 
ness of  the  child. 
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PRINCIPAL  LIBRARY  ACCESSIONS 


GENEALOGY 


The  Beville  Family  of  Virginia, 
Georgia  and  Florida.  By  Agnes 
B.  V.  Tedcastle.  Privately  printed. 
Boston,   191 7. 

The  Nowlin-Stone  Genealogy.  By 
lames  E.  Nowlin.  Salt  Lake  City, 
Utah  (1916). 

A  Genealogical  Record  of  the  De- 
scendants of  John  Edwards.  By 
Llewellyn  N.  Edwards.  Toronto, 
Ont.,  1916. 

Genealogy  of  Thomas  Pope  (1608- 
1683)  and  H1S  Descendants.  By 
Mrs.  Dora  P.  Worden,  Prof.  Wm. 
F.  Langworthy  and  Mrs.  Blanche 
P.  Burch.     Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  19 17. 


A  Genealogical  Table  and  History 
of  the  Springer  Family  in  Europe 
and  America.  Vol.  1.  By  M.  C. 
Springer.    Amesbury,  Mass.,  191 7. 

The  English  Ancestry  of  Peter  Tal- 
bot of  Dorchester,  Mass.  Com- 
piled for  Emily  Talbot  Walker  by 
J.  Gardner  Bartlett.  Privately 
printed.  Boston,  191 7.  Gift  from 
Mrs.  Cyrus  Walker. 

Genealogical  Records.  Transcript 
Entries  of  Births,  Deaths  and  Mar- 
riages, taken  from  Family  Bibles, 
1581-1917.  Edited  by  Jeannie 
F.  J.  Robison  and  Henrietta  C. 
Bartlett.  New  York,  191 7.  Pub- 
lished by  the  Colonial  Dames, 
State  of  New  York. 


GENERAL 


The  Story  of  the  Pullman  Car.  By 
Joseph  Husband.  Chicago,  191 7. 
Gift  from  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

American  State  Trials.  By  John  D. 
Law  son.  Volume  8.  St.  Louis, 
[917. 

The  History  of  Early  Relations  Be- 
tween the  United  States  and  China, 
1 784- 1 844.  By  Kenneth  Scott 
Latourette.  (Transactions  of  the 
Connecticut  Academy  of  Arts  and 
Sciences,  Vol.  22,  pp.  I-209.) 
New  Haven,  191 7.  Gift  from  the 
Author. 

Histon    of  the   Sinn   Fein   Movement 


and  the  Irish  Rebellion  of  19 16. 
By  Francis  P.  Jones.  New  York, 
191 7.  Gift  from  Samuel  V.  Hoff- 
man. 

A  Social  History  of  the  American 
Family,  from  Colonial  Times  to 
the  Present.  By  Arthur  W.  Cal- 
houn. Volume  1.  Cleveland, 
1917. 

History  of  Transportation  in  the 
United  States  before  i860.  Pre- 
pared under  the  direction  of  Bal- 
thasar  H.  Meyer.  By  Caroline  E. 
MacGill  and  others.  Washington, 
1 91 7.  (Published  by  the  Carnegie 
Institution  of  Washington.) 
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LOCAL  AND   STATE 


Typewritten  Copy  of  the  Records  of 
the  First  Presbyterian  Church  in 
the  City  oF  Albany,  N.  Y.  Tran- 
scribed by  the  N.  Y.  Genealogical 
and  Biographical  Society.  New 
York,  191 7. 

"Bedford  Corners,  Brooklyn."  Pre- 
pared by  the  Division  of  Archives 
and  History,  University  State  of 
New  York.  Albany,  191 7.  Gift 
from  the  University  State  of  New 
York,  Division  of  Archives  and 
History. 

History  of  Chelmsford,  Mass.  By 
the  Rev.  Wilson  Waters.  Lowell, 
Mass.,  1917. 

History  of  Conway  (Massachusetts), 
1767-1917.  By  the  People  of  Con- 
way. Rev.  Charles  S.  Pease,  Edi- 
tor.    Springfield,  Mass.,  191 7. 

Typewritten  Copy  of  the  Records  of 
the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  in  Easton,  N.  Y.  Tran- 
scribed by  the  N.  Y.  Genealogical 
and  Biographical  Society.  New 
York,  19 1 7. 

Typewritten  Copy  of  the  Records  of 
the  Reformed  Protestant  Dutch 
Church  at  Fonda,  New  York. 
Transcribed  by  the  N.  Y.  Genea- 
logical and  Biographical  Society. 
2  vols.     New  York,  191 7. 

Vital  Records  of  Gloucester,  Mass., 
to  the  End  of  the  Year  1849.  Vol. 
1 — Births.   Topsfield,  Mass.,  191 7. 

Personal  Reminiscences  of  Men  and 
Things  on  Long  Island.  By  Dan- 
iel M.  Tredwell.  Part  2.  Brook- 
lyn, 19 1 7.  Gift  from  Charles  A. 
Ditmas. 

Journal  of  the  Honorable  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Colony  of 
the  Massachusetts-Bay  in  New 
England.     Began  and  Held  at  the 


Meeting-House  in  Watertown  in 
the  County  of  Middlesex,  on  29th 
day  of  May,  Anno  Domini  1776. 
Boston,  1777.  (Photographic  re- 
production from  the  original  in  the 
American  Antiquarian   Society.) 

The  Story  of  New  Amsterdam.  By 
William  R.  Shepherd.  New  York, 
1917.  (Reprinted  from  the  Year 
Book  of  the  Holland  Society  of 
New  York,  1917.) 

"New  York  of  To-Day. "  By  Henry 
Collins  Brown.     New  York,  191 7. 

Vital  Records  of  New  Haven,  Conn., 
1 649- 1 850.  Part  1.  Hartford, 
1917. 

Encyclopedia  of  Biography  of  New 
York  (State).  By  Charles  E. 
Fitch.  Vols.  1  to  4.  New  York, 
19 1 6. 

Representative  Families  of  North- 
ampton, Mass.  (By  Charles  F. 
Warner.)  Vol.  1.  Northampton, 
1917. 

National  Bank  of  Commerce  in  New 
York.  An  Introduction  to  the 
Character  and  Service  of  a  Great 
American  Commercial  Bank.  New 
York,  191 7.  Gift  from  Samuel 
V.  Hoffman. 

Chronicles  of  Pennsylvania.  From 
the  English  Revolution  to  the 
Peace  of  Aix-La-Chapelle,  1688- 
1748.  By  Charles  P.  Keith.  2 
vols.     Philadelphia,  191 7. 

The  History  of  the  Jews  of  Rich- 
mond (Va.)  from  1769  to  1917. 
By  Herbert  T.  Ezekiel  and  Gaston 
Lichtenstein.   Richmond,  Va.,  191 7. 

History  of  the  Town  of  Wellesley, 
Mass.  By  the  late  Hon.  Joseph 
E.  Fiske.  Edited  and  enlarged  by 
Ellen  Ware  Fiske.     Boston,  191 7. 
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TRAVELS 

Cruise  of  the  U.  S.  Brig  Argus  in  1813.  Journal  of  Surgeon  James  Inder- 
wick.  Edited  from  the  original  manuscript  in  the  New  York  Public 
Library,  with  an  Introduction  and  Notes  by  Victor  Hugo  Paltsits. 
New  York,  1917.     Gift  from  the  Editor. 


MANUSCRIPTS 

Grant  of  Land  issued  by  and  signed  by  Gov.  Francis  Lovelace,  dated  Octo- 
ber 16,  1 67 1  ;  Ten  Mayor's  Court  Pleas,  1789-1800;  and  thirty-one 
pieces  of  miscellaneous  manuscripts.     Gift  from  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 


MAPS 

Four  maps  of  the  battlefield  of  Shiloh  (War  of  1861-65)  and  one  map  of 
Fort  Sumter  from  South-west  angle,  Dec.  9,  1863.  (Prepared  by  CoL 
Alexander  R.  Chisolm,  for  his  "Account  of  the  Battle  of  Shiloh.") 
Gift  from  Richard  S.  Chisolm. 

Map  of  Central  Park,  n.d.     Gift  from  Dr.  Wm.  S.  Thomas. 


NEWSPAPERS 

Seventy-four  numbers  of  miscellaneous  newspapers,  1 799-1 833,  including  a 
rare  copy  of  the  Ulster  County  Gazette,  May  4,  1799.  Gift  from  Sam- 
uel V.  Hoffman. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Two  autographed  photographs  of  Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt  and  Hon.  William 
H.  Taft.     Gift  from  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
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The  New  York  Historical  Society  founded  in  the  year  1804,  and 
incorporated  in  1809,  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  discovering, 
procuring  and  preserving  whatever  may  relate  to  the  natural,  civil, 
literary  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  United  States  in  general 
and  of  this  State  in  particular.  Also  to  establish  and  maintain 
collections  in  Art  and  Archaeology. 

The  building  of  the  Society  on  Central  Park  West  76th  to  77th 
Streets  was  erected  by  subscriptions  and  the  generous  donation  of 
our  late  benefactor  Henry  Dexter.  It  is  maintained  by  endowment 
funds  and  membership  fees  without  the  aid  of  City  or  State. 

The  Art  Galleries  and  Museum  are  open  to  the  Public  daily 
from  9  A.M.  to  5  P.M.  Sundays  excepted.  Library  hours,  9  A.M. 
to  6  P.M.  Open  on  Holidays  from  1  to  5  P.M.,  excepting  Christ- 
mas, New  Year  and  July  4th.  Closed  during  August  for  cleaning 
and  repairs. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Members,  on  their  election,  pay  an  initiation  fee  of  Twenty 
Dollars,  which  includes  dues  for  the  current  year,  and  annually 
thereafter  Ten  Dollars  as  dues;  or  a  life-membership  fee  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars,  in  lieu  of  all  other  dues  and  fees. 

The  contribution  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  to  the  funds  of  the 
Society  shall  entitle  the  person  giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a 
Patron  of  the  Society  in  perpetuity. 

The  contribution  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  shall  entitle  the  per- 
son giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a  Fellow  for  life. 

Members  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  visitors  to  the  rooms 
of  the  Society  by  their  card  or  a  note,  and  of  bringing  two  persons 
with  them  to  the  monthly  meetings. 

Nominations  are  to  be  sent  by  members  to  the  Recording 
Secretary,  170  Central  Park  West,  N.  Y.  City. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Collections  of  the  Society,  Vols.  I-V;   second  series,  Vols.  I-IV, 

1811-1859.      10  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 

Proceedings,  1 843-1 849.     6  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 

The  John  Watts  de  Peyster  Publication  Fund  originally 

designated  as  the  "Publication  Fund"  in  1858  for  publishing  Col- 
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lections  of  the  Society  is  limited  to  1000  shares  of  which  849  have 
been  sold  up  to  the  present  time.  The  remaining  151  shares  are  for 
sale  at  #200.00  per  share,  each  certificate  of  stock  carries  with  it 
the  49  volumes  of  "Collections,"  1868-1916  published  consisting 
of  original  material  relating  to  American  History.  A  descriptive 
list  of  this  series  may  be  had  at  the  Library. 

The  John  Divine  Jones  Fund  founded  by  John  Divine  Jones 
of  New  York  in  1879,  for  the  publication  and  sale  by  the  Society  of 
works  relating  to  the  early  history  of  New  York  and  other  American 
Provinces.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  trust,  the  Society 
has  published  the  following  volumes,  which  relate  to  the  Loyalists 
of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  at  the 
Library. 

I.  "History  of  New  York  During  the  Revolutionary  War,"  by  Thomas 
Jones;  edited  by  Edward  F.  de  Lancey.  With  Notes,  Contemporary  Docu- 
ments, Maps  and  Portraits.  8vo,  two  volumes.  New  York,  1879.  Price 
$15.00. 

II.  "The  Journal  of  a  Voyage  from  Charlestown,  S.  C,  to  London, 
Undertaken  During  the  American  Revolution,"  by  a  Daughter  of  an  Emi- 
nent American  Loyalist  (Louisa  Susannah  Wells).  8vo,  pp.  132.  Por- 
trait and  Facsimile.     New  York,  1906.     Price,  $2.00. 

III.  Orderly  Book  of  De  Lancey's  Brigade  British  Army,  1776-8.  With 
a  list  of  New  York  Loyalists  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  by 
William  Kelby,  late  Librarian  of  the  Society.  New  York,  1917.  Price, 
$2.50. 

Catalogue  of  the  Gallery  of  Art  (Illustrated)  on  sale  at  the 
Society,  50  cents. 

Catalogue  of  the  Abbott  Collection  of  Egyptian  Antiquities, 
25  cents. 

A  Bibliography  of  the  Publications  of  the  Society  up  to  1904, 
was  published  in  the  appendix  of  the  history  of  "The  New  York 
Historical  Society,  1 804-1904.  By  Robert  Hendre  Kelby,  Librarian 
of  the  Society,  New  York,  1905."  Copies  of  this  volume  will  be 
forwarded  to  members  upon  application  to  the  Librarian  enclosing 
six  cents  in  stamps  to  cover  delivery.  The  balance  of  the  edition 
numbers  about  three  hundred  copies  for  distribution. 
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THE    EGYPTIAN   USHEBTIS   BELONGING   TO  THE 
NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL   SOCIETY 

A  FAMILIAR  sight  in  collections  of  Egyptian  objects  are  the 
little  statuettes  of  the  deceased — usually  mummiform,  occa- 
sionally in  the  dress  of  life — which  the  Egyptians  themselves  called 
Shawabtis,  Shebtis,  or  Ushebtis.1  The  derivation  and  meaning  of 
the  name  are  obscure,  but  the  purpose  of  the  figures  is  made  clear 
by  a  magic  text  which  the  larger  ones  commonly  bear.  In  an  early, 
simple  form,  as  it  occurs  on  one  of  the  Abbott  figures,  the  text  reads : 
Illumination  of  the  Lady  of  the  House,  Ah-hotep,  (also)  called 
Tayu.  She  says:  "O  this  Shawabti  of  the  Osiris,2  Ah-hotep,  beati- 
fied, if  Ah-hotep  be  called,  if  (she)  be  drafted,  to  all  the  tasks  which 
are  wont  to  be  done  there  in  the  N ether-world,  as  a  woman  to  her 
duties,  to  cultivate  the  fields,  to  irrigate  the  banks,  to  transport  the 
sand  of  the  East  and  of  the  West,  thou  shalt  say,  (Behold  me.'  " 
Thus  adjured,  the  ushebti  had  mystical  efficacy  and  would  relieve 
the  deceased  man  or  woman  of  the  necessity  of  laboring  in  Osiris' 
kingdom  of  the  dead,  as,  in  this  life,  he  had  seen  the  humbler  people 
of  the  Nile  Valley,  drafted  by  their  earthly  king,  obliged  to  labor. 
The  New-York  Historical  Society's  ushebtis  number  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty,  and  among  them  are  some  rare  and  especially 
beautiful  pieces.  Now  that  they  have  been  catalogued,  mounted, 
and  placed  on  exhibition,  a  brief,  preliminary  account  of  them  may 
interest  the  members  of  the  Society.  Considered  chronologically 
and  stylistically,  they  fall  into  two  main  classes,  the  earlier  figures 
antedating  the  Saite,  or  Twenty-Sixth  Dynasty,  which  began  in  663 
B.  C,  and  the  later  ones,  varying  from  663  B.C.  to  about  the  close 
of  the  Ptolemaic  Period  in  30  B.C.  The  earlier  figures  occupy  the 
floor  and  two  lower  shelves  of  the  case;  the  later  ushebtis  are  closely 
ranged  on  the  top  shelf,  filling  it,  except  for  four  pieces  of  the 
earlier  class  at  one  end. 


1  Ushebti  is  unusual  before  663  B.  C,  but  as  it  has  more  currency  in  English 
than  the  earlier  forms,  it  is  used  throughout  this  article  for  figures  of  all  periods. 

2  From  about  2000  B.  C,  for  many  centuries,  the  Egyptian  dead  of  both  sexes 
were  thought  to  be  identified  with  the  god  Osiris. 
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Probably  the  oldest  ushebti  of  the  collection  is  the  thick-set  fig- 
ure of  sandstone,  with  pursed  lips,  which  stands  below,  beside  the 
Lady  Ah-hotep  of  the  previously  quoted  charm.  Both  these  usheb- 
tis  are  from  the  Abbott  Collection.  Ah-hotep's  is  certainly  of  the 
early  Eighteenth  Dynasty,  about  1500  B.C.;  the  sandstone  figure, 
of  which  the  name  is  illegible,  is  no  later,  and  may  well  go  back 
five  hundred  years  earlier  to  the  Twelfth  Dynasty  when  ushebtis 
were  still  an  innovation1  and  were  somewhat  heavy  in  their  propor- 
tions. 

The  collection  is  especially  rich  in  ushebtis  of  the  Early  Empire 
(ca.  1500-1250  B.C.),  when  the  general  artistic  level  was  high. 
In  them  one  may  trace  the  change  from  a  literal,  almost  stolid,  ren- 
dering of  the  figure  to  a  graceful  and  highly  sophisticated  style.  A 
mummiform  figure,  to  be  sure,  gave  less  scope  for  the  artist's  skill, 
the  more  so,  as  much  of  the  surface  must  usually  be  given  over  to 
the  inscription;  but  the  charming  uninscribed  ushebti  of  fine-grained 
limestone,  with  its  delicate  modeling,  to  be  seen  on  the  first  shelf, 
is  an  example  of  what  could  be  achieved  in  the  representation  of 
a  bandaged  figure.  One  can  see  the  ankle  bones,  knees  and  hip 
joints  through  the  mummy  wrappings;  the  individuality  of  the  face, 
too,  is  given  with  rare  subtlety.  On  the  breast  of  this  ushebti  is 
represented  a  yoke,  and  in  each  hand  are  a  sack  and  agricultural 
implement.  These  were  a  further  device,  of  later  development 
than  the  ushebti-charm,  to  render  the  figure  effective  as  a  substitute 
for  the  deceased  if  the  latter  should  be  conscripted  to  toil  in  the 
fields.  It  will  be  seen  that  many  of  the  ushebtis  in  the  case  are 
without  the  implements  and  sacks,  but  originally  some,  at  least,  of 
these  were  accompanied  by  detached  tiny  tools,  a  yoke,  sacks,  and 
even  a  brick-mold.  One  such  separate  small  hoe  is  exhibited  on 
the  floor  of  the  case.  A  copy  of  a  drawing  from  a  Theban  tomb- 
painting  of  about  1425  B.C.,  placed  on  one  of  the  shelves,  shows 
agricultural  scenes  in  which  the  seed-grain  is  carried  in  sacks  such 
as  the  ushebti  was  provided  with,  and  in  which  the  work  of  the 
plow  is  supplemented  by  the  use  of  hoes  and  picks  like  the  ushebti's 
implements. 

1  The  earliest  surviving  examples  of  the  ushebti-charm  are  of  the  two  opening 
reigns  of  the  Twelfth  Dynasty,  shortly  after  2000  B.  C,  but  the  ushebti  had  its 
precursors  in  the  model  burials  of  the  Eleventh  Dynasty  and  in  still  earlier  mum- 
miform figures  of  the  deceased.  There  is  no  proof  until  the  appearance  of  the 
charm,  thai  to  these  figures  was  attributed  the  special  function  of  relieving  the 
deceased  of  manual  labor. 
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To  the  left  of  the  fine,  uninscribed  ushebti  is  the  upper  part  of 
another,  of  an  ordinary  grade  of  limestone,  from  the  Anderson 
Collection;  the  face  has  a  wistful  expression;  the  name,  however, 
is  lost.  Both  the  figures  belonged  in  antiquity  to  men,  as  a  beard 
once  present  on  the  one,  and  the  brown-red  color  of  the  other's 
face,  suggest.  Just  below,  on  the  floor  of  the  case,  is  the  largest 
of  the  ushebtis  in  the  collection,  that  of  the  "Lady  of  the  House, 
Yui,"  twelve  inches  in  height.  It  also  is  of  limestone,  and  beside 
it  is  the  coffin  of  limestone  in  which  it  was  deposited  in  Yui's  tomb. 
The  coffin,  like  the  figure,  is  mummiform  and  is  a  reproduction  on 
a  small  scale  of  the  coffins  used  for  human  mummies  in  the  late 
Eighteenth  Dynasty  (ca.  1390  B.C.).  The  paint  was  white,  to 
suggest  the  linen  wrappings,  and  broad  bands  of  ornamental  hiero- 
glyphs— here  only  blocked  out  as  the  piece  was  never  finished — 
followed  the  lines  of  the  final  bandages.  A  photograph  shows  the 
appearance  of  the  ushebti  in  its  coffin,  but  it  is  exhibited  standing, 
that  one  may  see  the  form  and  especially  the  elaborate  wig.  The 
wig,  completely  enveloping  the  shoulders  and  confined  half-way 
down  by  a  red  ribbon,  is  represented  as  composed  of  at  least  two 
layers  of  heavy  locks;  the  ends  of  the  locks  are  twisted  and  we 
see  those  of  the  lower  layer  between  those  which  lie  on  top;  the 
cars  are  covered,  and  shorter  locks,  hanging  outside  the  ribbon, 
frame  the  face;  the  hair  of  the  crown  of  the  head  is  divided  into 
three  braids  which  fall  behind,  also  outside  the  ribbon.  There  is 
a  circlet  about  the  head  with  design  made  up  of  lotus  sepals  and 
petals  pointing  downward.  A  lotus  flower  and  two  buds  droop 
coquettishly  over  the  forehead;  their  stems  follow  the  part  of  the 
wig  and  end  behind  at  the  bottom  of  the  circlet.  The  back  of  the 
wig  and  its  ornaments  may  be  seen  best  looking  through  the  case 
from  the  other  side.  Beside  the  figure  has  been  placed,  for  com- 
parison, a  photograph  of  the  back  of  a  life-sized  head  in  the  Field 
Museum,  Chicago,  wearing  the  same  style  of  wig,  rather  less  con- 
ventionally rendered. 

Yui's  ushebti  and  its  coffin  are  from  the  Abbott  Collection. 
Another  interesting  figure  from  the  same  collection  stands  above 
the  coffin,  on  the  second  shelf  from  the  bottom,  and  differs  from 
the  ushebtis  thus  far  considered  in  wearing  the  dress  of  the  living. 
That  it  is  not  simply  a  portrait  statuette  is  proved  by  the  position 
of  the  arms  folded  on  the  breast  in  the  attitude  in  which  the  arms 
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of  the  dead  were  commonly  placed  when  embalmed  and  which  was 
copied  in  the  mummiform  ushebtis;  also,  the  inscription  on  the  kilt 
begins  with  a  formula  peculiar  to  ushebtis,  "Illumination  of  the 
Osiris."  The  figure  is  represented  wearing  sandals,  a  man's  elab- 
orately pleated  two-piece  white  linen  costume,  a  broad  collar  of 
beads  tied  behind,  a  complicated  short  wig,  and  wig  ornaments 
similar  to  Yui's,  but  conceived  as  of  gold,  since  they  were  covered 
with  gold-leaf.1  The  piece  must  have  been  quite  gay  and  pleasing 
when  in  perfect  condition,  but  one's  enjoyment  of  it  is  somewhat 
marred  by  the  erratic  peeling  off  of  the  color,  leaving  the  face  par- 
tially brown-red,  partially  exposed  limestone!  Noticeable  is  the 
realistic  modeling  of  the  shoulders  behind,  thrown  out  as  they  are 
by  the  folding  of  the  arms;  the  figure  seems  a  little  stooped,  and 
very  human ! 

Among  the  treasures  of  the  Abbott  Collection  is  the  pair  of 
creamy-white  faience  figures  of  the  "Lady  of  the  House,  Sati,"  on 
the  south  side  of  the  case.  The  inscriptions  and  other  details  of 
drawing  are  inlaid  and  fused  into  the  light  glaze  in  a  brilliant  blue 
glaze;  the  face  is  a  buff-yellow,  the  convention  for  the  woman's 
skin,  and  yellow,  red,  green,  etc.,  indicate  the  semi-precious  stones 
of  which  the  collars  were  supposed  to  be  composed.  The  points  of 
the  picks  are  brown-red  to  suggest  a  more  enduring  material  - 
than  the  common  yellow  wood  of  which  the  rest  of  the  implement 
was  made,  and  it  will  be  seen  in  the  drawing,  referred  to  above, 
that  a  pick,  in  use  on  the  right,  has  a  horizontal  line,  marking  the 
point  as  probably  made  separately.  It  is  interesting  that  between 
the  two  figures  of  Sati  exist  numerous  minute  differences.  A  mod- 
ern workman  would  almost  certainly  have  turned  them  out  pre- 
cisely alike,  but  such  a  procedure  would  have  been  out  of  keeping 
with  the  spirit  of  ancient  art  and  writh  the  methods  of  artisan's 
work.  Above  one  of  Sati's  figures,  on  the  next  shelf,  are  two  frag- 
ments of  ushebtis  from  the  Haight  Collection,  interesting  chiefly 
as  representing  another  kind  of  faience  of  later  date.  The  main 
color  is  the  same  creamy  white,  but  the  inscription  and  all  details 


1  This  type  of  ushebti,  too,  is  closely  associated  with  burial  fashions,  for  at 
the  time  when  it  was  made,  about  [250"  15.  C,  the  covers  or  inner  lids  of  coffins 
frequently  depicted  the  deceased  in  the  dress  of  life,  instead  of  in  mummy  bandages. 
Such  a  coffin  is  visible  in  the  basement,  hut  is  not  yet  catalogued. 

'-'  Imported  cedar   wood. 
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are  in  a  thinned  black,  underglaze  line  which  appears  purplish 
through  the  covering  glaze. 

The  July  number  of  the  Quarterly  contained  an  illustration  of 
the  most  valuable  of  all  the  Abbott  ushebtis,  that  of  the  King's 
Scribe,  Senu,  grinding  flour.  Below  it  in  the  case  is  a  smaller 
figure  of  bronze,  similarly  occupied,  which  was  noted  only  a  few 
weeks  ago  among  the  bronzes  of  the  Abbott  Collection.  Senu's 
figure  has  the  regular  ushebti-charm  inscribed  on  the  top  and  front 
of  the  base,  proving  indubitably  that  it  was  regarded  as  an  ushebti 
and  could  be  called  on  also  to  perform  agricultural  tasks.  The 
bronze  figure,  dedicated  by  a  "King's  Scribe,  Si-ese,"  must  be  placed 
in  the  same  category,  as  it  belongs  to  a  period  (Eighteenth  to  Nine- 
teenth Dynasty)  when  figures  of  servants  to  wait  on  the  deceased 
were  no  longer  placed  in  the  tomb;  it  was  inscribed  with  a  religious 
text,  now  unfortunately  much  broken  and  nearly  illegible.  The 
date  assigned  to  it  is  based  chiefly  on  its  artistic  style  and  its  tech- 
nic.  Bronze  statuettes  as  early  as  this  one  are  comparatively  rare 
and  its  subject  makes  it  doubly  precious.  Aside  from  these  two 
figures  only  five  other  miller-ushebtis  are  known  to  Egyptologists. 
Three  are  in  the  Royal  Museum  at  Leyden  and  contain  an  illumi- 
nating inscription:  "I  am  he  who  grinds  (corn)  for  Osiris,"  that  is, 
their  usual  task  in  Osiris'  kingdom  was  not  field-labor  but  the  prepa- 
ration of  flour.  Another  figure  of  the  class,  still  unpublished,  is 
in  the  Louvre,  and  a  fifth,  once  belonging  to  the  Cardinal  Luigi 
Lambruschini,  has  been  lost  and  is  known  only  through  an  old  en- 
graving! The  specimens  in  this  collection  have  special  distinction 
because  of  their  artistic  merit.  One  can  hardly  too  much  admire 
the  beauty  of  Senu's  face  or  the  expression  of  deep  concentration 
in  his  task,  evident  in  all  the  lines  of  his  body;  the  material  is  a 
good  grade  of  limestone  which  admitted  of  niceties  in  the  model- 
ing. The  bronze  figure  is  differently  conceived;  he  has  paused  in 
his  work,  and  although  his  hands  are  on  the  grinder,  his  head  is 
erect  and  he  gazes  forward,  as  if  concerned  with  those  about  him. 

Space  does  not  suffice  to  speak  in  particular  of  the  slender 
wooden  figure  of  the  Butler,  Amenmose,  with  its  vivid  face,  from 
the  Edwin  Smith  Collection,  nor  of  the  limestone  ushebti  of  Tepi- 
kaiii  (Anderson  Collection),  which  grasps  its  yoke  and  sacks  so 
tightly  in  one  hand  and  its  implements  in  the  other!  Still  other 
meritorious  figures  of  the  Empire  must  be  passed  without  even  a 
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mention,  but  a  few  words  may  be  given  to  the  faience  ushebtis 
of  the  Twenty-First  and  Twenty-Second  Dynasties  (1090-745 
B.C.).  Four  of  these  figures,  on  the  end  of  the  top  shelf  toward 
the  window,  are  noteworthy  as  the  only  royal  pieces  in  the  collec- 
tion. The  two  incomplete  figures  on  the  right  (Smith  Collection) 
are  of  a  Mehit(em) weskhet,  probably  the  paternal  grandmother 
of  the  first  monarch  of  the  Twenty-Second  Dynasty,  Sheshonk  I. 
The  name  is  inclosed  in  a  cartouche  (the  oval  marking  a  royal 
name),  and  the  glaze  is  of  the  brilliant,  dark  blue  color  typical 
of  the  Twenty-First  Dynasty,  which  may  well  have  survived  into 
the  early  part  of  the  Twenty-Second  Dynasty.  Mehit( em)  weskhet 
probably  lived  until  her  grandson  ascended  the  throne  and  accorded 
her  royal  honors.  Others  of  her  figures  are  in  the  Berlin  Collection; 
still  others  were  once  in  the  old  Clot-Bey  Collection  and  presumably 
are  now  in  Marseilles,  and  one  is  in  private  possession  in  Phila- 
delphia. On  the  other  side  of  the  shelf  are  figures  of  one  of  the 
Queens  Kerome  of  the  Twenty-Second  Dynasty  in  the  later  gray- 
green  glaze.  These  two  ushebtis  have  the  head  of  an  uraeus  (ser- 
pent) ,  a  mark  of  royalty,  on  the  brow,  and  the  name  enclosed  in  the 
cartouche.     Other  ushebtis  of  this  queen,  too,  have  been  preserved. 

On  the  shelf  below  are  six  deep  blue  figures  of  a  private  person, 
the  Chantress  of  Amon,  Mut-hetepti,  in  the  style  of  the  Twenty- 
First  Dynasty.  In  this  period,  the  ushebtis  carry  only  a  single  sack 
suspended  on  the  back;  not  only  the  inscription,  but  sack  and  imple- 
ments were  painted  on  the  figure  in  underglaze  black  line.  Two 
engaging  little  figures  of  the  same  period,  standing  near  the  miller 
Senu,  belonged  to  the  Chief  Draughtsman  of  the  Estate  of  Amon, 
Amen-em-opet,  and  are  from  the  Smith  Collection.  They  are  un- 
usual in  being  fairly  robed  in  hieroglyphs,  and  one  of  them  bears 
a  different  charm  from  that  usually  found.1  Some  six  other  figures 
of  the  set  are  in  the  Berlin  Collection. 

The  Egyptian's  attitude  toward  his  ushebtis  had  undergone  a 
change  by  this  time.  He  had  lost  sight  of  their  origin  as  figures 
of  himself  in  the  form  of  a  mummy  and  regarded  them  as  mere 
laborers;  he  was  also  more  fearful  that  they  would  not  perform 
their  tasks.  Accordingly,  he  increased  their  number  and  deposited 
some  gang-overseers  (in  the  dress  of  life  and  without  implements) 
among  the  ordinary  mummiform  ushebtis  to  urge  the  latter  to  their 

1  The  text  known  as  Chapter  V  of  the  Book  of  the  Dead. 
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tasks!  One  of  Amen-em-opet's  ushebtis  and  the  figure  on  the  ex- 
treme right  in  Mut-hetepti's  set  are  overseers.  Separate  tablets 
with  inscriptions  urging  the  ushebtis  not  to  fail  in  their  duties  have 
also  been  found. 

Cheaper  substitutes  for  the  deep  blue  faience  figures,  made  of 
soft  wood  or  of  sun-dried  clay,  may  be  seen  on  the  floor  of  the 
case.  Of  the  same  period  is  the  unique  small  wooden  coffin  with 
two  ushebtis  in  it,  one  an  overseer,  the  other  a  laborer.  The  fig- 
ures were  embedded  in  pitch,  with  an  inscribed  roll  and  a  scarab 
between  them,  and  had  never  been  tampered  with  until,  for  the 
scientific  interest,  it  was  thought  best  to  unroll  the  inscribed  strip 
of  linen  and  examine  the  laborer  which  was  wrapped  in  linen. 
Photographic  records  were  made  of  the  piece  before  and  during 
the  examination,  of  which  some  prints  are  now  exhibited  with  it. 
The  strip  of  linen  with  its  text  in  Hieratic,  or  cursive,  writing,  and 
its  vignettes,  is  permanently  mounted  spread  between  two  sheets 
of  glass. 

In  the  late  period  (663-30  B.C.)  ushebtis  underwent  marked 
changes.  Almost  without  exception  they  were  now  of  faience 
and  the  body  of  the  faience  was  of  closer,  harder  composi- 
tion, and  the  glaze  of  a  paler  blue  or  green  than  formerly;  they 
have  a  pedestal  under  their  feet  and  a  plinth  at  the  back.  There 
is  evidence  that  now  an  ushebti  was  provided  for  each  day  of 
the  year,  including  the  five  intercalary  days,  and  sometimes  an 
additional  ushebti  for  each  decade  of  days,  making  365  or  401 
in  all!  The  long  beard,  curved  up  at  the  tip,  such  as  was  given  to 
representations  of  the  gods,  and  which  is  now  found  on  the  ushebtis 
of  both  men  and  women,  probably  indicates  another  modification 
in  the  Egyptian's  conception  of  these  little  figures;  they  were  per- 
haps now  thought  of  as  minor  gods.  The  charm,  which  had  been 
elaborated  through  the  centuries,  was  now  addressed  in  the  plural 
to  the  whole  company  of  a  man's  ushebtis  and  usually  the  mother's 
name  was  added  after  the  name  of  the  ushebti's  owner. 

The  Society's  late  ushebtis  are  typical  specimens.  The  most 
interesting,  although  not  the  best  in  quality,  are  the  eighteen  on 
the  south  side  of  the  case  supposed  by  Dr.  Abbott  to  have 
come    from    the    big    family    tomb    of    the    Twenty-Sixth    Dynasty, 
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situated  near  the  Great  Sphinx  at  Giza,  which  was  absurdly 
named,  in  the  days  of  its  discovery,  "Colonel  Campbell's  Tomb," 
in  honor  of  the  British  Vice-Consul  to  Egypt!  Two  of  the 
eighteen  ushebtis  can  be  definitely  proved  to  have  been  found 
there,  eight  others,  belonging  anciently  to  two  persons,  prob- 
ably came  from  there,  four  certainly  came  from  another  nearby 
tomb,  and  about  the  remaining  four  nothing  can  be  established. 
Four  were  found  on  February  ist,  two  on  April  6th,  1837,  and 
the  others  probably  in  the  same  winter.  The  day-book  of  the  dis- 
coverer has  been  published,  and  of  the  principal  burial  in  the  tomb 
he  recounts  that  on  each  side  of  the  sarcophagus,  "near  its  shoul- 
ders, were  niches  (in  the  enclosure  wall)  in  which  several  tiers  of 
green  idols  were  found  standing  in  double  rows.  They  were 
swathed  after  the  fashion  of  mummies  with  narrow  tape,  which 
had  imbibed  the  color  of  the  idols,  and  decomposed  on  the  slightest 
exposure  to  the  air."  That  is,  this  set  of  ushebtis,  to  which  the 
two  of  Wah-ib-re-em-akhet  in  the  Society's  collection,  in  all  prob- 
ability, belonged,  was  found  undisturbed  by  either  ancient  or  mod- 
ern tomb-robbers — a  rare  occurrence  in  the  experience  of  excava- 
tors! 

A  survey  of  the  labels,  which  give  the  names  and  titles  recorded 
on  the  ushebtis,  will  reveal  that  the  ushebtis  belonged  largely  to 
women  and  to  men  who  were  officials  or  priests.  Wall-paintings 
and  reliefs  show  that  women,  even  though  of  the  peasantry,  did 
comparatively  little  field-labor.  Girls  are  occasionally  depicted 
winnowing  grain  or  women  grinding  flour,  but  the  heavier  work 
of  plowing,  breaking  up  the  ground  with  picks,  etc.,  was  done  by 
men,  and  all  women  would  naturally  have  dreaded  conscription  to 
work  in  the  fields  of  the  next  world.  The  Egyptian  bureaucracy 
was  highly  organized,  and  to  the  multitude  of  officials,  too,  agri- 
cultural labor  was  especially  abhorrent.  As  was  to  be  expected, 
kings  were  also  provided  with  ushebtis  and  received  them  in  great 
quantity  at  a  time  when  one  or  two  were  still  considered  sufficient 
for  the  private  person.  The  poor  peasant  had  none  at  all,  or  at 
the  most,  rude  little  objects  of  mud  or  wood,  in  character  with 
his  pitiful  burial  outfit.  The  conception  that  the  dead  would  be 
called  on  for  such  work  harks  back  to  a  primitive  age  when  the 
Egyptians  were   a  simple   agricultural  people  who  visualized  the 
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next  life  in  terms  of  what  they  saw  about  them  in  the  Nile  Valley. 
When  they  grew  wealthy  and  the  large  class  of  officials  had  arisen, 
they  met  the  situation  by  the  use  of  these  magic  figures  rather  than 
by  giving  up  any  of  the  traditional  beliefs. 

The  Egyptians,  of  course,  had  no  such  system  of  surname  and 
given  name  as  prevails  today.  Kings  had  a  titulary  of  five  names, 
but  less  exalted  mortals  were  usually  provided  with  only  one  name, 
sometimes  with  an  alternative  name.  The  names  themselves,  be- 
cause of  their  highly  abbreviated  character,  are  difficult  to  trans- 
late, but  very  many  of  them  contain  the  names  of  gods,  as,  among 
these  ushebtis :  "Si-ese"  meaning  "Son  of  Isis,"  "Tasheri-min" 
meaning  "Child  of  Min,"  "Amen-em-opet,"  which  may  be  trans- 
lated "Anion  is  in  Opet"  (name  of  his  sanctuary).  Other  names 
are  compounded  with  that  of  a  king,  as  Psamtik-seneb  meaning 
"King  Psamtik  is  healthy,"  curiously,  in  this  collection,  borne  by 
a  "Head  Physician"  ! 

Caroline  L.  Ransom. 
(Mrs.  Grant  Williams) 
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THOMAS  J.  BRYAN— THE  FIRST  ART   COLLECTOR 
AND    CONNOISSEUR   IN  NEW  YORK   CITY 

THE  time  is  not  far  remote  when  general  culture  was  wanting 
and  art  was  unappreciated  in  New  York  City.  To  a  few  was 
given  an  insight  into  the  beautiful,  and  they,  with  the  vigilance  of 
vestals,  kept  the  small  spark  alive.  Today,  with  only  slightly  added 
culture  and  appreciation,  but  moved  by  generosity,  pride  or  a  sur- 
feit of  wealth,  there  has  arisen  a  number  of  donors  of  meritorious 
art  to  public  libraries,  museums  and  galleries.  The  majority  are 
mere  collectors,  the  occasioners  are  amateurs,  the  few  are  connois- 
seurs. Whatever  the  underlying  impulse  may  be,  they  are  bene- 
factors. By  far  the  earliest  and  most  conspicuous  among  them  all 
was  Thomas  J.  Bryan.  No  praise  could  be  too  great  for  this  first 
American  collector  and  connoisseur,  for  he  filled  the  dual  role. 
Standing  alone,  subjected  to  personal  undervaluation,  ofttimes  to 
ridicule,  his  pictures  fun-poked  as  well  as  umbrella-poked,  he  never 
once  abandoned  his  determination  to  develop  a  love  of  old  art 
among  his  fellow  townsmen.  He  died  in  the  belief  that  it  would 
come.  How  discouraged  and  disillusioned  he  would  be,  could  he 
now  return  after  a  half  century's  effort,  to  note  the  futility  of  his 
effort.  Collectors  have  increased,  but  ignorance  remains  relatively 
as  great.  An  ever  ready,  rapacious  and  ofttimes  unscrupulous 
dealer  steps  prominently  to  the  front,  imparting  his  knowledge  with 
delightful  freedom  without  cost,  except  in  the  added  exorbitant 
charge  that  he  makes  for  his  wares.  When  he  has  imparted  what 
he  knows  he  falls  back  upon  that  ever  present  commercial  neces- 
sity called  an  expert,  whose  chief  claims  to  recognition  lie  in  the 
fact  that  he  reverses  the  attributions  of  other  experts,  shows  a 
strange  want  of  modesty  in  advancing  his  own  opinions  and  writes 
a  book.  From  such  fecund  individuals  it  is  a  relief  to  turn  to 
Thomas  J.  Bryan.  His  range  in  old  pictorial  art  was  enormous, 
his  taste  exquisite,  his  knowledge  great,  his  enthusiasm  unlimited, 
his  generosity  unbounded.  He  was  a  bachelor  with  large  wealth 
inherited  from  a  father,  reputed  richer  than  his  partner,  John  Jacob 
Astor,  and  resided  in  Paris  during  the  revolutions  of  1830  and 
1848,  which  gave  to  him  the  unparalleled  opportunity  to  buy  paint- 
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ings  ot  extraordinary  quality  and  rarity  at  low  prices.  The  Span- 
ish plunder  of  Marshal  Sault  and  the  general  loot  of  French  con- 
quest came  into  the  market  and  was  readily  bought  for  trifling 
sums.  i  he  works  of  the  world's  acceptedly  greatest  artists,  Titian, 
I  intoretto,  Correggio,  Velasquez,  Rubens,  Van  Dyck  and  Rem- 
brandt, came  his  way.  The  then  little  appreciated  primitives,  the 
works  of  Van  Eyck,  Memlinc,  Mabuse,  van  Orley,  Diirer  and 
Cranach,  he  quietly  added  to  his  collection,  with  a  like  number  of 
fine  Italian  works  of  the  15th  and  16th  centuries,  the  difficulty 
of  whose  attribution  is  still  attested  by  conflicting  opinions  de- 
spite stylistic  claims,  and  proves  an  interesting  commentary  upon 
the  doubtful  finality  of  art  opinions.  The  landscapists,  Hobbema, 
van  Goyen,  Ruysdael,  vander  Neer,  Wynants,  Both,  Hackaert  and 
Lorraine,  claimed  his  attention  and  to  these  were  added  marines 
by  \  ande  Velde  and  Bakhuysen,  cattle  pieces  by  Cuyp,  du  Jardin 
and  Potter,  battle  scenes  by  Huchtenburgh  and  Borgognone,  archi- 
tectural bits  by  vander  Heyden,  Neefs  and  Panini,  and  still  life 
b\  Kail,  Weenix  and  Snyders.  He  further  enriched  his  collection 
by  the  purchase  of  interiors  and  domestic  scenes  by  Teniers,  Steen, 
Bega,  Brekelenkam,  Brouwer,  de  Hooghe  and  Chardin;  of  por- 
traits by  vander  Heist,  Maas,  Bol,  Ravesteyn,  Sustermans,  Cham- 
pagne, Rigaud  and  Largilliere,  and  of  the  half  miniaturists,  Dou, 
Coques,  Xetscher  and  Ochtervelt,  and  many  other  works  which  do 
not  readily  fall  into  classification  and  enumeration. 

Equipped  with  this  amazing  array  of  paintings,  representing 
all  epochs  and  all  schools  of  art,  Mr.  Bryan  sailed  for  America. 
Shortly  following  his  arrival,  perhaps  1855,  he  posted  a  sign  upon 
the  side  entrance  of  No.  839  Broadway  (New  York  City)  which 
read:  Bryan  Gallery  of  Christian  Art.  It  provoked  curiosity  but 
comparatively  few  visitors.  They  who  climbed  the  two  flights  of 
stairs  were  charged  a  nominal  admission  fee,  just  sufficient  to  meet 
the  upkeep,  saw  three  rooms  filled  with  Mr.  Bryan's  treasures  and 
received  a  satisfactory  catalogue  made  by  Richard  Grant  White. 
Students  were  admitted  free.  Among  the  visitors  the  church  and 
the  bar  were  represented,  the  former  by  the  Rev.  Henry  Ward 
Beecher  and  Archbishop  1  lughes,  the  latter  by  Judge  Daly.  Paint- 
ers and  literati  also  came,  including  Daniel  Huntington,  Walt 
Whitman  and  \.  P.  Willis.  They  were  appreciative,  though  hardly 
coenoscenti.       The  masses   remained   indifferent.      Bryan  was  hurt. 
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The  future  of  his  collection  became  a  matter  of  concern  to  him. 
It  was  in  danger  of  fire,  uninsured,  and  several  valuable  paintings 
had  been  annexed  by  persons  of  thievish,  even  if  of  artistic  inclina- 
tions. To  keep  it  intact  he  offered  it  as  a  gift  to  the  City,  but  the 
municipality  was  as  indifferent  as  the  commonalty.  The  great 
philanthropist,  Peter  Cooper,  relieved  the  situation  by  giving  it 
space  in  his  institution,  but  a  spicy  encounter  between  the  philan- 
thropist and  the  connoisseur  terminated  both  their  friendly  rela- 
tions and  the  exhibition.  Mr.  Bryan  objected  to  Mr.  Cooper's 
demonstrating  pictorial  defects  in  his  canvasses  with  the  ferrule 
of  that  umbrella  with  which  old  New  Yorkers  still  associate  him. 
No  harm  was  meant  and  probably  none  was  done,  save  to  the  feel- 
ings of  the  owner.  Mr.  Cooper  was  perhaps  discreet,  for  the 
Society  possesses  today  the  brace  of  duelling  pistols  which  Mr. 
Bryan  then  owned.  Once  more  Mr.  Bryan's  art  collection  took 
up  its  journey.  Some  paintings  were  returned  to  Europe  to  be 
sold,  where  Mr.  Bryan's  reputation  as  an  expert,  as  well  as  his 
goods,  were  favorably  known;  the  remainder,  in  1867,  ne  donated 
to  The  New  York  Historical  Society.  His  death  followed  three 
years  later.  How  much  this  great  metropolis  was  enriched  by 
this  benefaction  few  will  know  until  some  public-spirited  citizen 
links  his  name  with  Mr.  Bryan's  and  in  generosity  gives  this  fine 
collection  fitting  display  in  its  entirety. 

To  the  serious  domestic  student  of  art,  to  the  distinguished 
visitor  from  afar,  it  is  a  Mecca,  holding  its  own  in  interest  against 
all  newcomers.  Perhaps  some  day  Mr.  Bryan's  dream  of  an  artis- 
tic people,  rather  than  a  moneyed  race,  may  be  realized.  Then 
his  distinguished  head,  with  its  ruddy  face  and  mass  of  snow-white 
hair,  will  nod  its  approval  from  the  window  in  the  old  Union  Club 
where  he  was  wont  to  sit. 

John  E.  Stillwell. 
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ORIGINAL   DOCUMENTS   FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 
OF  THE   SOCIETY 

Translation  of  an  early  Dutch  Thanksgiving  Proclamation 
issued  by  Governor  Anthony  Colve,  dated  June  30,  1674,  and  re- 
produced on  the  opposite  page. 

Worthy,  Dear,  Faithful 

Whereas  it  has  graciously  pleased  the  only  good  and  kind 
God  again  to  favor  the  State,  our  fatherland,  in  general  and  this 
province  in  particular,  not  only  with  peaceful  times  and  renewal 
of  a  previous  union  and  alliance  with  the  crown  of  England,  but 
that  which  is  to  be  esteemed  above  everything  else,  the  continuance 
of  the  pure  religion;  Therefore  the  Hon.  Lord  Governor  General 
and  Councillors  of  New  Netherland  have  deemed  it  necessary  by 
these  presents  to  order  the  observance  of  a  general  day  of  thanks- 
giving which  (with  the  cessation  of  the  ordinary  day  fasting  and 
prayer)  shall  be  generally  observed  within  this  province  in  the 
forenoon,  on  the  second  Wednesday  of  the  next  ensuing  month 
of  July,  being  the  1  ith  day  of  the  said  month;  And  that  everything 
may  be  the  better  and  more  properly  practiced  and  observed  at  the 
religious  services  on  the  said  day  of  thanksgiving  it  is  by  these  pres- 
ents forbidden  to  transact  any  business  or  carry  on  trade,  or  play 
any  games  or  the  like  exercises,  and  all  innkeepers  are  forbidden 
from  selling  drinks  upon  the  penalty  prior  to  this  enacted  for  the 
same.  And  all  magistrates  and  officers  in  the  province  to  whom 
this  present  shall  be  sent  are  required  and  ordered  that  this  missive 
shall  be  made  known  to  their  communities  by  publication,  and  to 
proceed  against  those  contravening  as  is  meet.  Trusting  in  this, 
we  remain, 

Worthy,  dear,  faithful, 
Your  affectionate  friends  the  Governor  General  and  Councillors 
of  New  Netherland 

By  order  of  the  same 

N.  Bayard,  Secretary. 
Fort  William  Henry 
in  New  Netherland, 
June  30,  1674. 
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HISTORY   REPEATS   ITSELF 

We  publish  in  this  number  a  reproduction  of  an  interesting  his- 
torical document,  printed  below,  addressed  on  October  21st,  1778, 
by  Henry  Laurens,  President  of  the  Continental  Congress,  to  "Louis 
the  Sixteenth,  King  of  France  &  Navarre,"  France  then  as  now 
"Our  Great,  faithful  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally."  It  commends 
the  services  of  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  who  served  as  Major 
Genera]  in  the  Continental  Army,  the  friend  of  the  American  Col- 
onies, who  had  won  the  affection  of  their  citizens. 

Great,  faithful  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally. 

The  Marquis  de  la  Fayette  having  obtained  our  leave  to  return 
to  his  Native  Country  we  could  not  suffer  him  to  depart  without 
testifying  our  deep  sense  of  his  Zeal,  Courage  and  attachment. 

\Yc  have  advanced  him  to  the  rank  of  Major  General  in  our 
Armies,  which,  as  well  by  his  prudent  as  spirited  Conduct  he  hath 
manifestly  merited. 

We  recommend  this  young  Nobleman  to  Your  Majesty's  notice 
as  one  whom  we  know  to  be  wise  in  Council,  gallant  in  the  Field 
and  Patient  under  the  Hardships  of  War.  His  Devotion  to  his 
Sovereign  hath  led  him  in  all  things  to  demean  himself  as  an  Amer- 
ican, acquiring  thereby  the  confidence  of  these  United  States  Your 
Majesty's  good  and  faithful  Friends  and  Allies,  and  the  affection 
of  their  Citizens. 

We  pray  God  to  keep  your  Majesty  in  his  holy  Protection. 
Done  at  Philadelphia  the  twenty  first  day  of  October  1778. 

By  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  North  America  your 
good  Friends  and  Allies 

Henry  Laurens 
Attest.  President 

Chas  Thomson  Secv. 
To 

Our  Great,  faithful  and  beloved  Friend  and  Ally 

Louis  the  Sixteenth  King  of  France  &  Navarre 

And  to-day  with  our  Army  on  the  soil  of  France  and  our  Navy 
across  the  seas,  this  country  looks  forward  with  great  hope  of  the 
success  of  our  arms,  assisted  by  our  Allies,  in  the  war  for  not  only 
Democracy,  but  a  perpetual  Peace. 
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HENRY    LAURENS,    PRESIDENT    OF    THE    CONTINENTAL     CONGRESS     TO     LOUIS 

XVI,    KING    OF    FRANCE,    OCTOBER    21,     1778,    COMMENDING    THE    SERVICES 

OF   THE   MARQUIS    DE    LA    FAYETTE. 
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NOTES  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

November   13TH,   19 17 
The  Recording  Secretary  reported  the  deaths  of  the  following 
members : 

John  D.  Crimmins  George  L.  Rives 

Maturin  L.  Delaiield  William  H.  Samson 

Hon.  Jacob  A.  Geissenhainer         F.  LeRoy  Satterlee,  M.D. 
Mrs.  Nathaniel  McKay  Moses  L.  Scudder 

I  [enry  Parish  Evert  Jansen  Wendell 

Mrs.  Simon  Baruch  and  Miss  Victoria  Hewitt  were  elected 
members  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Robert  G.  Weyh,  Jr.,  delivered  an  illustrated  lecture  on 
"California." 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Burton  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Third  Class  ending  1920  in  place  of  Mr. 
Frederick  Trevor  Hill,  who  has  been  called  to  the  colors. 

Mr.  J.  Archibald  Murray,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  re- 
vise the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  submitted  and  read  the  report  of 
that  Committee,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  copies  for- 
warded to  the  members  of  the  Society. 

December  4TH,  19 17 
The  following  deaths  were  reported: 
George  Macculloch  Miller  Spencer  H.  Smith 

James   R.   Steers 

Members  Elected 

Theron  L.  Carman        Raymond  P.  Holden  Frank  Trumbull 

Miss  Emilie  S.  Coles     Arthur  Curtis  James  Alfred  Willstatter 

Mrs.  George  Dewey     Mrs.  Newell  W.  Tilton  Edwin  O.  Wood 

Mr.  Theodoor  DeBooy  delivered  an  illustrated  lecture  on  "Ex- 
plorations in  the  West  Indies." 

Mr.  J.  Archibald  Murray,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  re- 
vise the  By-Laws,  read  a  summarized  statement  of  the  changes  in 
the  By-Laws,  recommended  by  that  Committee,  which  after  discus- 
sion were  adopted. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  on  December 
[8,  [917,  Mr.  Stuyvesant  Fish  was  elected  Recording  Secretary 
of  the  Society  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Captain  Fancher  Nicoll, 
who  resigned  to  serve  with  the  Colors. 
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MEMBERS   SERVING   WITH  THE   COLORS 

In  response  to  the  Card  sent  to  the  Members  of  the  Society  re- 
questing the  names  and  ranks  of  its  Members  who  are  serving 
with  the  Colors  the  following  replies  have  been  received: 

John  Ross  Delafield 

Colonel,  Ninth  Coast  Artillery  Corps  of  the 

New  York  Guard 

Albert  Gallatin 

First    Lieutenant,     Signal     Corps,     War     College, 

Washington,  D.  C. 

Charles  J.  Harbeck,  M.D. 

Surgeon,  i  $th  Cavalry  at  Camp  Fremont,  Palo  Alto, 

Cal. 

Frederick  Trevor  Hill 
Captain,  on  Staff  of  General  Pershing 

Fancher  Nicoll 
Captain,  107th  Regiment,  Spartanburg,  N.  C. 

Howland  Pell 

Captain,   New  York  Guard,    State  of  New  York, 

First  Provisional  Regiment 

Robert  B.  Roosevelt 

Lieutenant,    United   States    Naval    Reserve    Force, 

Sayville,  L.  I. 

Major  Louis  L.  Seaman 
First  American  Medical  Officer  to  serve  with  the 
Red  Cross  in  Belgium  and  France,  beginning  Aug. 
18,  19 14,  in  Ghent  and  Antwerp.  Officer  of  the 
American  and  St.  John  Ambulance  Corps  serving 
in  Flanders  and  France  and  at  present  President 
of  the  British  War  Relief  Ass'n. 
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Harper  Silliman 
Second  Lieutenant,  Company  F,  165th  U.  S.  Infantry, 
42nd  Division,  American  Expeditionary  Forces, 
France 

Thomas  E.  Snook,  Jr. 
First  Lieutenant  of  Engineers,  U.  S.  R.,  306th  Regi- 
ment at  Camp  Jackson,   Columbia,  S.   C. 

Walter  Lispenard  Suydam 

Second  Lieutenant,  Ninth  Coast  Artillery  Corps  of 

the  New  York  Guard 

William  S.  Thomas,  M.D. 

Passed   Assistant    Surgeon,    U.    S.    Naval    Reserve 

Force,  Navy  Recruiting  Station,  New  York  City 

The   following  names  have  been  received  without  designation 
of  rank  or  regiment: 

Robert  Bowne  Suckley, 

Robert  Bowne  Suckley,  Jr. 
Schuyler  Warren,  Jr. 
George  C.  White,  Jr. 


LIBRARY  NOTES 

Exhibitions,   191  8 

The  Librarian  has  prepared  from  the  Collections  of  the  Society 
exhibitions  of  broadsides,  manuscripts,  medals  and  prints,  accord- 
ing to  the  following  schedule  of  subjects  and  dates: 

January  and  February — kkWashingtoniana  and  Lincolniana." 

March  and  April — "Views  of  American  Cities." 

May  and  June — kk American  Caricatures." 

November  and  December — "The  Isaac  J.  Greenwood  Collec- 
tion of  Water  Color  Drawings  of  Powder  Horns,  used  in  the 
various  wars  oi  the  United  States." 
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The  first  exhibition  case  with  the  new  installation  of  the  So- 
ciety's Egyptian  Collection  has  been  filled  with  Ushebtis.  They 
are  interestingly  described  by  Mrs.  Williams  in  her  article  in  this 
number. 


Other  cases  in  The  Henry  Dexter  Hall  contain  temporary  ex- 
hibitions of  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  Paper  Currency  of  the 
American  Colonies  and  some  specimens  of  early  American  coinage. 


The  original  water  color  drawings  of  "Birds  of  America,"  by 
John  J.  Audubon,  which  were  on  exhibition  during  November  and 
December,  19 17,  attracted  the  attention  of  many  visitors.  An 
"Audubon  Room"  in  the  north  wing,  when  built,  is  earnestly  looked 
for. 


The  Society  has  installed  a  Repair  Department  for  the  treat- 
ing and  mounting  of  the  Egyptian  Collection  and  the  case  of 
Ushebtis  in  The  Elenry  Dexter  Hall  is  the  result  of  the  work 
done  in  this  department.  The  Egyptian  Collection  numbers  about 
three  thousand  objects,  all  of  which  will  need  cleaning,  mounting 
and  repair  before  they  are  installed  in  the  new  cases.  Mr.  Paul 
W.  Hoffmann,  Head  of  the  Repair  Department  of  the  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  Mass.,  is  in  charge  of  the  work. 


It  is  proposed  to  move  the  exhibition  cases  now  in  the  Library 
to  the  main  floor  and  install  additional  tables  in  their  places.  This 
change  will  attract  more  attention  to  the  interesting  objects  dis- 
played in  these  cases  and  at  the  same  time  insure  more  quiet  in 
the  reading  room. 


Mr.  Rocellus  S.  Guernsey,  author  of  "New  York  City  and 
Vicinity  During  the  War  of  18 12-15,"  has  presented  to  the  Library 
his  collection  of  books  and  pamphlets  used  by  him  in  preparing  the 
above  history,  consisting  of  288  volumes  and  227  pamphlets. 


Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  presented  to  the  Library  a  set  of  50 
lithographs  by  Joseph  Pennell,  "War  Work  in  America." 
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The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mrs.  Grant  Williams  for  the  article 
on  the  Egyptian  Collection  and  to  Dr.  John  E.  Stillwell  for  the 
article  on  the  Gallery  of  Art  appearing  in  this  number. 

Lectures 

The  children's  lectures  planned  and  carried  out  under  the 
auspices  of  the  Executive  Committee  during  November  and  De- 
cember, 19 1 7,  on  Saturday  afternoons,  were  largely  attended,  hav- 
ing an  average  attendance  of  146. 

The  motion  picture  exhibition  of  "War  Activities  of  the  United 
States,"  secured  by  the  Government  and  given  November  24th, 
19 17,  in  co-operation  with  the  Mayor's  Committee  on  National 
Defense,  filled  the  Assembly  Hall  of  the  Society  and  was  enthusias- 
tically received. 

The  next  lecture  before  the  Society  will  be  delivered  by  Everett 
P.  Wheeler,  LL.B.,  entitled:  "Daniel  Webster — Lawyer  and 
Statesman,"  on  Tuesday  evening,  January  8th,  19 18,  at  8.45 
o'clock. 

On  February  5th  Mr.  Thomas  J.  Burton  will  talk  on  "Green- 
wich Village,  New  York  City,"  and  on  March  5th  Rev.  Henry  R. 
Rose,  D.D.,  "From  Hell  Gate  to  Golden  Gate,"  both  illustrated 
with  the  stereopticon. 
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EARLY   BRITISH  AND  AMERICAN   MILITARY 
BUTTONS 

The  William  L.  Calver  collection  of  Military  Buttons  is  now 
on  exhibition  in  the  Library  of  the  Society.  In  connection  there- 
with Mr.  Calver  contributes  the  following: 

The  last  radical  change  in  the  dress  of  the  British  soldiery  pre- 
vious to  the  American  War  of  Independence  took  place  in  1768, 
and  at  that  time  the  royal  warrant  directing  that  the  buttons  of  the 
uniforms  should  bear  the  regimental  number  went  into  force.  As 
nearly  all  the  British  regiments  engaged  in  the  war  were  represented 
at  one  time  or  another  in  the  force  maintained  in  New  York,  the 
Revolutionary  Camps  of  Manhattan  Island  have  naturally  proved 
the  most  prolific  field  in  a  hunt  for  buttons  of  the  various  British 
military  corps  of  that  period,  and  the  yield  from  the  camp  sites 
of  Burgoyne's  army  has  nearly  completed  the  list  of  specimens  de- 
sired. 

The  Americans  adopted  the  practice  of  the  British  Army — so 
far  as  they  were  able  to  provide  regular  uniforms,  and  thus  we  find 
that  certain  States  had  distinctive  buttons  for  the  numbered  regi- 
ments of  their  line.  Occasionally  specimens  are  found  on  sites 
occupied  briefly  by  the  American  forces,  but  the  richest  field  for 
Continental  and  States  buttons  has  been  the  camps  in  the  Hudson 
Highlands,  particularly  the  camps  in  Putnam  County,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  directly  opposite  West  Point. 

Within  the  Revolutionary  camps  many  specimens  of  fancy  dress 
buttons  are  found,  and  pertaining  as  they  do  to  "the  golden  age  of 
button  making,"  they  are  remarkable  for  perfection  of  workman- 
ship as  well  as  the  elegance  of  their  designs. 

During  the  period  subsequent  to  the  Revolution,  and  preceding 
our  "War  of  18 12,"  some  few  regiments  of  British  regulars  and 
provincials  were  maintained  along  the  Niagara  frontier.  We  find 
their  buttons  at  Fort  Erie,  and  at  Fort  George,  as  well  as  at  certain 
sites  in  the  vicinity  of  the  cataract  of  Niagara.  Towards  the 
close  of  the  struggle  of  18  12-15  many  regiments  of  Wellington's 
victorious  army  came  over  to  take  part  in  the  conflict,  and  their  but- 
tons are  found  both  along  the  Niagara  River  and  on  the  shores 
of  Lake  Champlain. 
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During  the  1812  War  a  great  variety  of  buttons  were  worn 
by  the  American  troops.  A  feature  of  the  buttons  of  the  American 
army  of  those  days  was  the  foliated  script  letters  indicating  the 
various  arms  of  the  service.  Specimens  are  found  at  Fort  Mifflin, 
on  the  Delaware  River;  at  Fort  Erie,  and  Fort  George,  on  the 
Niagara  River,  and  at  Plattsburg  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  historical  value  which  pertains  to  the  discovery  of  these 
bits  of  military  equipment  on  the  several  sites  needs  hardly  to  be 
commented  upon — they  speak  for  the  actual  presence  of  the  corps 
which  they  represent;  and  they  are,  in  certain  instances,  the  last 
tangible  reminders  of  the  organizations  to  which  they  belonged. 
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Water-color   Drawings   of    Birds.       By   J.    J.   Audubon.     Presented    by 

Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
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NEWSPAPERS 
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1834;  143  numbers  of  the  Vermont  Gazette,  1829-1850,  and  9  numbers 
of  miscellaneous  newspapers.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.    Hoffman. 

Twenty-seven  numbers  of  old  newspapers,  1 782-1 837.  Presented  by  George 
W.  Slater. 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Thirty-eight  Views  of  Old  New  York.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Forty-one  Photographs  of  the  Westerly  Side  of  St.  Nicholas  Ave.,  between 

125th   and    141st   St.,    New   York   City.     Present   site   of    St.    Nicholas 

Park.     Taken  Feb.  10th  and  13th,  1896.     Presented  by  John  H.  Judge. 
One   hundred   and   twrentv-nine   Negatives   of   Historic   Buildings   and   Places 

in    Manhattan,   Bronx,   Virginia,    and   of   Antiques   photographed    1904- 

1906,  and  presented  by  Dr.  Geo.  W.  Nash. 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  MUSEUM 

Section  of  Wooden  Water-Pipe  (Spigot-End)  which  was  laid  about  the  year 
1790,  dug  up  last  summer  from  the  street  in  front  of  Fraunces  Tavern. 
Presented  by  Abraham  S.  Post. 

A  Writing  Desk  used  by  Major  Aquila  Giles  during  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution, and  a  pair  of  Gloves  and  Collar  worn  by  Mrs.  Aquila  Giles. 
From  the  collection  of  William  Ogden  Giles.  Presented  by  his  daugh- 
ter, Mrs.  Edgar  Saltus. 

Felt  Hat  and  pair  of  Epaulets,  used  by  Peter  Ryerson  of  the  8th  Regiment, 
New  York  Volunteers,  186 1-5.  Pistol  Box  used  by  Capt.  D.  A.  Ryer- 
son, 13th  Regiment,  New  York  Volunteers,  with  seven  Shoulder  Straps, 
two  Bullet  Molds,  Hat  Braid  and  Badge. 

ADDITION    TO    THE    ART    GALLERY 

Allegorical  Landscape,  showing  the  New  York  University,  Washington 
Square,  New  York  City.  Painted  1836  by  Samuel  F.  B.  Morse.  Pur- 
chased by  the  Durr  Gallery  Fund. 
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The  New- York  Historical  Society,  founded  in  the  year  1804,  and 
incorporated  in  1809,  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  discovering, 
procuring  and  preserving  whatever  may  relate  to  the  natural,  civil, 
literary  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  United  States  in  general 
and  of  this  State  in  particular.  Also  to  establish  and  maintain 
collections  in  Art  and  Archaeology. 

The  building  of  the  Society  on  Central  Park  West  76th  to  77th 
Streets  was  erected  by  subscriptions  and  the  generous  donation  of 
our  late  benefactor  Henry  Dexter.  It  is  maintained  by  endowment 
funds  and  membership  fees  without  the  aid  of  City  or  State. 

The  Art  Galleries  and  Museum  are  open  to  the  Public  daily 
from  9  A.M.  to  5  P.M.  Sundays  excepted.  Library  hours,  9  A.M. 
to  6  P.M.  Open  on  Holidays  from  1  to  5  P.M.,  excepting  Christ- 
mas, New  Year  and  July  4th.  Closed  during  August,  for  cleaning 
and  repairs. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Members,  on  their  election,  pay  an  initiation  fee  of  Twenty 
Dollars,  which  includes  dues  for  the  current  year,  and  annually 
thereafter  Ten  Dollars  as  dues;  or  a  life-membership  fee  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars,  in  lieu  of  all  other  dues  and  fees. 

The  contribution  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  to  the  funds  of  the 
Society  shall  entitle  the  person  giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a 
Patron  of  the  Society  in  perpetuity. 

The  contribution  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  shall  entitle  the  per- 
son giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a  Fellow  for  life. 

Members  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  visitors  to  the  rooms 
of  the  Society  by  their  card  or  a  note,  and  of  bringing  two  persons 
with  them  to  the  monthly  meetings. 

Nominations  are  to  be  sent  by  members  to  the  Recording 
Secretary,  170  Central  Park  West,  N.  Y.  City. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Collections  of  the  Society,  Vols.  I-V;  second  series,  Vols.  I-IV, 

1811-1859.      10  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 

Proceedings,  1 843-1 849.     6  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 

The  John  Watts  de  Peyster  Publication  Fund,  originally 

designated  as  the  "Publication  Fund"  in  1858  for  publishing  Col- 
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lections  of  the  Society  is  limited  to  iooo  shares  of  which  849  have 
been  sold  up  to  the  present  time.  The  remaining  151  shares  are  for 
sale  at  #200.00  per  share;  each  certificate  of  stock  carries  with  it 
the  49  volumes  of  "Collections,"  1868-1916,  published,  consisting 
of  original  material  relating  to  American  History.  A  descriptive 
list  of  this  series  may  be  had  at  the  Library. 

The  John  Divine  Jones  Fund  founded  by  John  Divine  Jones 
of  New  York  in  1879,  for  the  publication  and  sale  by  the  Society  of 
works  relating  to  the  early  history  of  New  York  and  other  American 
Provinces.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  trust,  the  Society 
has  published  the  following  volumes,  which  relate  to  the  Loyalists 
of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  at  the 
Library. 

I.  "History  of  New  York  During  the  Revolutionary  War,"  by  Thomas 
Jones;  edited  by  Edward  F.  de  Lancey.  With  Notes,  Contemporary  Docu- 
ments, Maps  and  Portraits.  8vo,  two  volumes.  New  York,  1879.  Price, 
$15.00. 

II.  "The  Journal  of  a  Voyage  from  Charlestown,  S.  C,  to  London, 
Undertaken  During  the  American  Revolution,"  by  a  Daughter  of  an  Emi- 
nent American  Loyalist  (Louisa  Susannah  Wells).  8vo,  pp.  132.  Por- 
trait and  Facsimile.     New  York,  1906.     Price,  $2.00. 

III.  Orderly  Book  of  De  Lancey's  Brigade  British  Army,  1776-8.  With 
a  list  of  New  York  Loyalists  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  by 
William  Kelby,  late  Librarian  of  the  Society.  New  York,  191 7.  Price, 
$2.50. 

Catalogue  of  the  Gallery  of  Art  (Illustrated)  on  sale  at  the 
Society,  50  cents. 

Catalogue  of  the  Abbott  Collection  of  Egyptian  Antiquities, 
25  cents. 

A  Bibliography  of  the  Publications  of  the  Society  up  to  1904 
was  published  in  the  appendix  of  the  history  of  "The  New- York 
Historical  Society,  1 804-1904.  By  Robert  Hendre  Kelby,  Librarian 
ol  the  Society,  New  York,  1905."  Copies  of  this  volume  will  be 
forwarded  to  members  upon  application  to  the  Librarian, enclosing 
six  cents  in  stamps  to  cover  delivery.  The  balance  of  the  edition 
numbers  about  three  hundred  copies  for  distribution. 
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SEVENTEENTH   CENTURY  AMERICANA   IN 

THE   LIBRARY  OF  THE   NEW-YORK 

HISTORICAL   SOCIETY 

AT  the  beginning  of  the  Seventeenth  Century  the  coast  of  North 
America  was  claimed  by  three  nations — Spain  on  the  South, 
France  on  the  North  with  Great  Britain  between  them.  Except  in 
Florida  and  Mexico  no  permanent  settlements  had  been  made  and 
the  boundaries  of  the  claims  overlapped  and  remained  unsettled 
until  well  past  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century.  Early  in  the 
seventeenth  century  Great  Britain  and  France  began  to  plant  col- 
onies and  about  the  same  time  the  Netherlands  located  a  claim  to 
a  territory  in  the  middle  of  Virginia,  as  the  British  territory  was 
then  called,  for  the  Virginia  of  those  days,  according  to  the  British 
view,  extended  from  Florida  to  Nova  Scotia.  Roughly  speaking, 
the  sixteenth  century  was  the  era  of  maritime  exploration,  the  seven- 
teenth the  era  of  settlement  and  internal  exploration,  and  the  eigh- 
teenth the  era  of  the  struggle  for  supremacy.  All  the  books  which 
give  accounts  of  the  exploration  of  the  coast  of  North  America  in 
the  sixteenth  century  have  a  bearing  on  the  history  of  The  Colony 
of  New  Netherland  and  New  York  and  equally  all  the  seventeenth 
century  books  relating  to  the  early  settlement  of  that  coast  have 
a  bearing  on  our  history,  even  though  the  settlements  were  as  far 
away  as  Florida  and  Canada ;  for  without  these  books  the  strug- 
gle for  the  supremacy  in  America  cannot  be  appreciated  and  in 
that  struggle  New  York  took  a  most  active  part. 

Naturally  the  books  of  that  period  appear  in  Spanish,  English, 
Dutch  and  French  with  some  in  Latin,  then  the  universal  language. 
To  begin  with  the  English  books,  the  first  important  titles  in  the 
Library  of  the  New-York  Historical  Society  are  Brereton's  "Briefe 
and  true  Relation  of  the  Discoverie  of  the  North  part  of  Virginia," 
London,  1602,  which  gives  an  account  of  Gosnold's  explorations, 
and  Rosier's  "True  Relation  of  Captain  George  Waymouth's  Dis- 
covery [i.  e.,  Exploration]  of  the  lands  of  Virginia."  Though 
both  of  these  books  call  the  land  Virginia  they  recount  explorations 
along  the  New  England  coast.  They  are  among  the  rarest  of 
English  books  and  the  Library  has  fine  copies  of  both.  The  first 
English  settlement  was  made  at  Jamestown  in  1607,  and  in  1608 
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was  printed  Captain  John  Smith's  "True  Relation"  of  Virginia.  It 
appeared  with  three  forms  of  the  title  and  the  Library  possesses 
two  of  these  varieties.  The  second  and  third  books  about  the 
settlement  of  Virginia,  Johnson's  "Nova  Brittannia"  and  Gray's 
"Good  Speed  to  Virginia,"  both  issued  in  1609,  are  in  the  library. 
In  the  same  year  Richard  Hakluyt  translated  and  published  a  work 
"written  by  a  Portugalle  Gentleman  of  Elvas"  to  which  he  gave 
the  English  title  "Virginia  Richly  Valued;  By  a  Description  of  the 
Maine  Land  of  Florida,  Her  Next  Neighbour."  Of  that  there  is 
also  a  copy  in  the  collection. 

Among  the  earliest  books  relating  to  New  England  may  be  men- 
tioned "A  Briefe  Relation  of  the  Discovery  and  Plantation  of  New 
England,"  printed  in  1622.  Curiously  enough  this  book  contains 
the  earliest  printed  reference  to  the  Dutch  settlement  at  Hudson's 
River.  William  Alexander's  "Encouragement  to  Colonies,"  1624, 
is  the  rare  first  edition  of  a  book  which  was  again  issued  in  1630, 
Avith  a  new  title-page,  as  a  "Map  and  Description  of  New  Eng- 
land." Another  rare  New  England  book  is  Christopher  Levett's 
"A  Voyage  into  New  England,  begun  in  1623  and  ended  in  1624," 
printed  in  London  1628.  Many  of  the  so  called  New  England 
books  contain  more  or  less  extended  accounts  of  New  Netherland. 
In  addition  to  the  "Briefe  Relation"  of  1622,  previously  mentioned, 
are  Morton's  "New  English  Canaan,"  1637  and  Captain  John 
Underbill's  "Newes  from  America,"  1638,  and  many  later  ones. 

Of  the  Dutch  and  English  books  on  New  Netherland  and  New 
York  the  library  has  probably  as  nearly  a  complete  a  collection  as 
can  be  found  anywhere.  Van  Meteren's  "Belgische  ofte  Neder- 
landtsche,"  161 1,  and  Hessel  Gerritz'  "Descriptio  ac  Delineatio," 
Amsterdam,  1612  and  16 13,  give  the  first  printed  accounts  of 
Henry  Hudson's  voyage  to  our  coast.  Wassenaer's  "Historisch 
Verhael,"  was  a  sort  of  semi-annual  register  of  events;  it  was 
published  in  twenty-one  parts,  from  1622  to  1632  and  covering  the 
years  1621-1631.  It  gives  the  first  printed  account  in  Dutch  of 
New  Netherland.  De  Laet's  "Nieuw  Wereldt,"  1625,  wras  the 
second.  This  latter  was  issued  in  Latin  in  1633  and  in  French  in 
1640,  all  are  in  the  library.  Another  early  Dutch  book  on  New 
Netherland  was  the  "Vryheden,"  1630,  it  contains  the  "Thirty- 
one  Articles"  known  as  "Privileges  and  Exemptions"  for  settlers 
adopted   in    1628   by  the  West  India  Company  to  encourage  the 
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cultivation  of  the  soil  instead  of  exclusive  attention  to  the  fur  trade. 
Of  nearly  all  the  important  Dutch  books  we  have  one  or  more 
translations,  many  of  them  being  in  our  own  publications. 

No  European  colony  in  America  had  a  greater  influence  on  the 
affairs  of  New  Netherland  and  New  York  than  the  French  set- 
tlements in  Canada.  At  about  the  same  time  that  Henry  Hudson 
was  sailing  up  the  river,  Samuel  Champlain  was  sailing  down  Lake 
Champlain  to  aid  a  war  party  of  Canadian  Indians  in  an  attack 
on  the  Mohawks.  From  that  time  until  Montcalm's  forces  sur- 
rendered at  Quebec  the  situation  on  the  Canadian  frontier  was  a 
never-ending  source  of  discussion  and  worry  in  the  councils  of 
New  York.  The  Jesuit  Missionaries  had  some  of  their  most  im- 
portant establishments  among  the  New  York  Indians  and  all  books 
on  Canada  of  that  period  are  full  of  the  troubles  with  the  Iroquois, 
the  Dutch  and  the  English  at  New  York.  Unfortunately  in  the 
department  of  French  books  of  the  seventeenth  century  the  Library 
is  comparatively  weak;  but  in  spite  of  that  fact  it  contains  some 
of  the  rarest  as  well  as  some  of  the  most  important — a  good  nucleus 
for  a  collection  that  should  be  strengthened.  Among  the  early 
books  that  we  possess  may  be  mentioned,  Jacques  Cartier,  "Dis- 
covrs  dv  Voyage,"  1598;  Champlain's  Voyages  of  1613  and  1632; 
Lescarbot,  "Nova  Francia,"  1609;  some  of  the  original  Relations 
of  the  Jesuit  Fathers,  and  St.  Vallier,  "Estat  present  de  FEglise." 

In  the  department  of  Spanish  and  Latin  books  of  this  period 
the  Library  is  very  strong,  having  acquired  the  collection  of  the 
late  Buckingham  Smith  which  included  besides  the  Histories  and 
Voyages  many  of  the  rarest  of  early  Mexican  and  Peruvian  im- 
prints. 

The  following  list  of  short  titles  has  been  selected  to  give  some 
idea  of  the  range  of  the  Library,  but  it  must  be  remembered  that 
such  a  list  contains  only  a  few  of  the  books  of  that  period  that  are 
in  the  Library,  and  such  extensive  series  of  tracts  as  Hulsius,  Eliot, 
Andros,  and  Darien,  of  which  the  Library  has  very  full  collections, 
are  entirely  omitted  for  lack  of  space. 

1 61 2  Johnson — New  Life  of  Virginia. 

1 601  Herrera — Description  de  las  Indias  occidentales. 

1 601  Herrera — Historia  General. 

1602  Brereton — Brief e  and  true  Relation. 
1604  Acosta — Naturall  and  Morall  Historic 
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605  Rosier — True  Relation. 

605  Garcilasso  de  Vega — La  Florida  del  Ynca. 

607  Garcia,  G. — Origen  de  los  Indios  de  el  Nuevo  Mundo. 

607  Holguin — Gramatica,  Etc.    [printed  at  Lima]. 

608  Holguin — Vocabulario,  Etc.  [printed  at  Lima]. 

608  Smith,  Capt.  John — True  Relation.     [Two  issues.] 

608  Usselincx — Onpartydich  Discours. 

609  Hakluyt — Virginia  richly  valued. 
609  Gray — A  Good  Speed  to  Virginia. 
609  Johnson — Nova  Brittannia. 

609  Lescarbot — Nova  Francia. 

611  Relation  of  the  Rt.  Hon.  Lord  De-La  Warre. 

612  Geritz — Descriptio  ac  Delineatio. 
612  Martyr — De  Nouo  Orbe. 

612  Smith,  Capt.  John — A  Map  of  Virginia. 

613  Castell — A  Plaine  Description  of  the  Barmudas. 
613  Champlain — Les  Voyages. 

613  Harcourt — Relation  of  a  Voyage  to  Gviana. 
615   Hamor — True  Discourse  ...  of  Virginia. 

615  The  Trades  Increase. 

616  Biaru — Relation  de  la  Novvelle  France. 

616  Smith,  Capt.  John — Description  of  New  England. 

617  Qvir — Terra  Australis  incognita. 

619  Nicolai — Newe  und  warhaffte  relation. 

619  Schouton — Novi  Freti. 

620  Declaration  of  the  State  of  the  Colony  in  Virginia. 

621  Ordonnez — Eyghentlijcke  beschryvinghe  van  West  Indien. 

622  A  briefe  Relation  of  the  Discovery  of  New  England. 

622  Waterhouse — Declaration  of  the  State  of  the  Colony  in  Va. 
622  Whitbourne — Discourse  and   Discovery  of   Newfoundland. 

624  Alexander — An  Encouragement  to  Colonies. 

625  De  Laet — Nieuwe  Wereldt. 

()2j   Smith,  Capt.  John — Generall  Historie  of  Virginia. 

628  Levett — Voyage  into  New  England. 

630  Benavides — Memorial  que  .  .  .  Santander. 

630  Higginson — New  England's  Plantation. 

632  Champlain — Les  Voyages. 

634  Wood — New  England's  Prospect. 

635  Relation  of  Maryland. 

637  Morton — New  English  Canaan. 

638  Undhrshill — Newes  from  America. 

640  Bouton — Relation  de  l'Establissement  des  Francois. 

041  COTTON,  J. — Abstract  of  the  Lawes  of  New  England. 

642  Lech  ford — Plain  Dealing. 

643  Certain  Inducements  to  well-minded  People. 
(>44  Castell — A  Short  Discoverie. 

(>44  WELDE — A  Short  Story. 
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1644  Williams — The  Bloudy  Tenent. 

1646  Winslow — Hypocrasie  Unmasked. 

1647  Brief  Narration  of  the  Practices  of  the  Churches  in  N.  E. 
1647  Child — New  England's  Jonas. 

1647  Cotton — The  Bloudy  Tenant  Washed. 
1647  Ward — The  Simple  Cobbler  of  Aggawam. 
1647  Winslow — New  England's  Salamander. 
1649  Breeden  Raedt. 
1649  Bullock — Virginia  Impartially  Examined. 

1649  A  Perfect  Description  of  Virginia. 

1650  Bradstreet — The  Tenth  Muse. 

1650  Donck — Vertoogh  van  Nieu-Nederland. 

1650  Williams — Virgo  Triumphans.     Two  editions. 

1 65 1  Bland — Discovery  of  New  Britaine. 

1 65 1   Gardyner — Description  of  the  New  World. 

1 65 1   Hartgers — Beschryvinghe  van  Virginia. 

1655  Donck — Beschryvinghe  van  Nieuw  Nederlandt.     Two  editions. 

1655  Vries — Korte  Historiel. 

1659  Gorges — America  Painted  to  the  Life. 

1660  Pindar — The  Spirit  of  Error. 
1662  R.  G. — Virginia's  Cure. 

1662  Sanford — Surinam  Justice. 

1664  Du  Creux — Historie  Canadensis. 

1666  Barre — Description  de  la  France  Equinoctiale. 

1666  Rochefort — History  of  the  Caribby  Islands. 

1668  The  Isle  of  Pines. 

1669  Morton — New  England's  Memoriall. 

1670  Denton — Brief  Description  of  New  York. 
1670  Stoughton — New  England's  True  Interest. 
1672  Blome — Description  of  the  Island  of  Jamaica. 

1672  Josselyn — New  England's  Rarities 

1673  The  Floating  Island. 

1674  Josselyn — Account  of  Two  Voyages. 
1674  Justel — Recueil  de  Divers  Voyages. 
1676  Columbus,  F. — Historie. 

1676  Mather,  I. — Brief  History  of  the  War  with  the  Indians. 

1677  Hubbard — Narrative  of  Troubles  with  the  Indians. 
1677  Hubbard — Present  State  of  New  England. 

1682  Penn,  Wm. — Brief  Account  of  the  Province  of  Penna. 

1682  The  Frame  of  Government  of  Penna. 
1680-5   Eliot  Indian  Bible. 

1683  Penn,  Wm. — Letter  to  the  Free  Society  of  Traders. 
1682  Wilson — Account  of  the  Province  of  Carolina. 

1682  The  Present  State  of  Carolina. 

1683  The  Present  State  of  Jamaica. 

1684  The  Laws  of  Jamaica. 

1684  Penn — Information  and  Direction. 
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1685   Penn — Further  Account  of  the  Province  of  Penna. 

1685  Scot — Model  of  the  Government  of  New  Jersey. 

1686  Esquemeling — Historie  des  Avanturiers. 
1688  Penn — Letter  to  Mr.  Penn  with  His  Answer. 
1688  Piedrahita — Historia  General. 

1688  St.  Valuer — Estat  present  de  l'Eglise. 

1689  Bulkeley — People's  Right  to  Election. 

1689  Pitman — Relation  of  the  Great  Sufferings. 

1690  Journal  of  Proc.  in  the  late  Expedition  to  Port  Royal. 

1690  Propositions  made  by  the  Sachems  ...  of  the  Maquas. 

1 69 1  Spencer — True  and  Faithful  Relation. 

1693  Mather — Wonders  of  the  Invisible  World. 

1694  Florencia — Historie  .  .  .  de  la  Compania  de  Jesus  de  N.  Espana. 
1698  Hennepin — New  Discovery. 

1698  Propositions  made  by  The  Five  Nations. 

1698  Thomas — Historical  .  .  .  Account  of  Pennsilvania. 

1699  Wafer — New  Voyage. 


SITE  OF  THE  EXECUTION  OF  CAPTAIN  NATHAN 

HALE 

Facing  this  page  we  reproduce  a  leaf  from  the  Orderly  Book 
kept  by  an  Officer  of  the  British  Foot  Guards,  showing  under  date 
of  September  22,   1776,  the  following  entry: 

"A  Spy  fm  the  Enemy  (by  his  own  full 
confession)  apprehended  Last  night,  was 
this  day  Executed  at  1 1  oClock  in  front 
of  the  Artilery  Park." 

This  entry  is  the  only  official  record  of  the  execution  of  Nathan 
Hale  which  has  ever  come  to  light.  It  was  discovered  by  the  late 
William  Kclby,  Librarian  of  the  Society,  1 893-1 898,  who  purchased 
the  ( )rderly  Book  at  an  auction  sale.  Previous  to  this  record  com- 
ing into  the  drama  of  Nathan  Hale's  life  it  was  a  matter  of  con- 
jecture as  to  the  place  of  his  execution  and  many  sites  were  de- 
termined upon  without  documentary  evidence.  It  was  therefore 
ot  great  moment  to  find  the  above  entry  stating  that  his  execution 
took  place  kkin  front  of  Artillery  Park,"  which  left  for  the  historian 
the  interesting  task  to  locate  the  then  Artillery  Park  in  order  to 
fix  beyond  question  the  approximate  site  of  Hale's  execution.  To 
this  task  the  late  William  Kelby  set  himself,  and  his  conclusions 
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EXTRACT  FROM  AN  ORDERLY  BOOK  KEPT  BY  AN  OFFICER  OF  THE  BRITISH 

FOOT  GUARDS  CONTAINING  RECORD  OF  THE  EXECUTION  OF 

CAPTAIN  NATHAN  HALE,  SEPT.  22,  1776 


10  THE     NEW-YORK     HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 

set  forth  in  the  following  letter  addressed  to  the  late  John  Austin 
Stevens  and  published  in  the  New  York  Herald  of  November  26, 
1893,  have  been  accepted  by  Hale's  biographer,  Prof.  Henry  P. 
Johnston,  a  no  less  indefatigable  student  of  history  than  the  late 
William  Kelby. 

"New  York  Historical  Society,  November  25,  1893: 

"My  Dear  Mr.  Stevens. — Authentic  details  of  the  execution 
of  Captain  Hale  will  no  doubt  be  found  among  the  official  papers 
of  General  Howe,  if  they  ever  come  to  the  surface;  notes  on  his 
examination  and  condemnation  were  undoubtedly  filed  at  the  time. 

"For  several  years  I  have  endeavored  to  undertake  to  locate 
the  exact  spot  where  Hale  was  executed,  and  with  partial  success 
only,  Gabriel  Furman,  the  historian  of  Brooklyn,  was  the  first  to 
attempt  to  fix  the  place.  He  stated  in  1825  that  Hale  suffered  death 
on  the  Brooklyn  shore,  to  the  southwest  of  the  old  ferry  house. 
The  late  Henry  Onderdonk,  Jr.,  who  was  indefatigable  in  collect- 
ing scraps  of  local  history  relating  to  Long  Island,  which  appeared 
from  time  to  time  in  the  newspapers,  gathered  them  together  in 
book  shape  and  in  1846,  in  his  'Revolutionary  Incidents  of  Queens 
County,'  he  printed  a  statement  that  Teunis  Bogart  and  Andrew 
Hegemann,  two  farmers,  who,  with  their  team,  were  impressed  by 
the  British  to  carry  army  stores,  had  witnessed  the  execution  of 
Hale;  that  he  was  hanged  upon  an  apple  tree  in  the  orchard  of 
Colonel  Rutgers,  on  the  present  East  Broadway  in  this  city  and  that 
he  was  subjected  to  cruel  treatment  by  the  provost  marshal,  Cun- 
ningham; that  before  his  execution,  surrounded  by  a  circle  of  men 
and  women,  he  confessed  that  he  was  engaged  in  obtaining  infor- 
mation for  General  Washington  as  to  the  condition  and  operation 
of  the  enemy,  and  that  he  knew  he  must  suffer  death  by  the  rules 
of  war. 

"This  story  was  adopted  by  Thompson,  the  historian  of  Long 
Island,  in  the  second  edition  of  his  work,  in  which  he  identifies  the 
spot  to  be  in  the  neighborhood  of  Madison  and  Market  streets, 
New  York  City;  and  later  this  statement  was  followed  by  Lossing, 
in  his  'Field  Book  of  the  Revolution,'  in  which  he  also  prints  the 
tradition,  preserved  in  the  Beekman  family,  that  Hale  was  con- 
lined  during  the  night  of  September  21,  1776,  in  the  greenhouse 
attached  to  the  mansion  of  James  Beekman,  at  Fifty-first  street, 
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near  First  avenue.     Later  historians  and  biographers  of  the  'Mar- 
tyr Spy'  have  followed  and  accepted  these  statements  as  correct. 

GENERAL    HULL'S    INFORMATION 

"General  William  Hull,  who,  in  his  youth,  was  a  close  friend 
and  college  mate  of  Hale,  noted  in  his  memoirs,  written  at  least 
half  a  century  after  the  occurrence,  some  particulars  of  the  execu- 
tion and  he  accompanied  these  by  a  request  to  his  children  that  they 
correct  the  reminiscences  in  the  accepted  histories  of  the  war.  From 
Hull's  account  we  obtain  the  description  of  the  behavior  of  Hale 
and  his  last  words. 

"The  contemporary  record  is  a  meagre  one.  Washington 
makes  no  mention  of  Hale's  fate,  although  we  knew  that  on  Sep- 
tember 22  he  received  a  letter  relating  to  the  exchange  of  prison- 
ers, written  the  day  previous  by  General  Howe  and  delivered  by  his 
aide,  Captain  Montresser,  who  was  probably  the  officer  referred 
to  by  Hull.  To  this  letter  Washington  returned  an  answer  on 
the  23d. 

"We  learn  through  a  letter  written  by  Colonel  Tench  Tilgh- 
man  on  Harlem  Heights,  October  3,  1776,  that  'General  Howe 
hanged  a  captain  of  ours,  belonging  to  Knowlton's  Rangers,  who 
went  into  New  York  to  make  discoveries,'  and  Colonel  Charles 
Webb,  the  commander  of  Hale's  regiment,  Nineteenth  Continentals, 
made  a  return  on  November  22,  1776,  that  Nathan  Hale,  captain, 
was  killed  September  22. 

THE  NEWS   IN   LONDON 

"In  the  London  newspapers  of  1776  two  extracts  of  letters 
from  New  York  are  printed;  one,  dated  September  23,  contained 
this  item: — 'Yesterday  we  hanged  an  officer  of  the  provincials  who 
came  as  a  spy;'  the  other,  dated  September  25,  is  that  'on  the  22.d 
we  hung  a  man  who  was  sent  as  a  spy  by  General  Washington.' 

"The  British  troops  landed  at  Kip's  Bay  at  noon  on  Sunday, 
September  16,  1776,  and  soon  after  extended  their  line  across  the 
island,  their  right  resting  at  Eighty-ninth  street  and  East  River; 
their  left  at  the  North  River,  near  Bloomingdale.  The  same  day 
General  Howe  occupied  the  Beekman  house  at  Fifty-first  street, 
near  First  avenue,  as  his  headquarters. 
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"The  corps  of  Royal  artillery  occupied  part  of  the  high  ground 
extending  from  Sixty-sixth  to  Seventy-second  street,  where  they 
parked  their  guns  and  formed  a  camp.  This  table  land  was  the 
highest  piece  of  ground  south  of  Harlem  and  was  laid  out  in  1807 
as  Hamilton  square.  Close  to  the  artillery  camp  and  near  the  old 
live-mile  stone,  on  the  post  road  which  led  to  Kingsbridge,  was  a 
tavern,  the  property  of  the  city  corporation,  well  known  in  the 
colonial  times  and  after  the  war  as  the  'Sign  of  the  Dove.'  The 
Artillery  Park  and  the  tavern  give  us  the  first  knowledge  of  the 
place  of  execution  of  Hale. 

DATA  FROM  BRITISH  SOURCES 

"It  was  my  good  fortune  some  years  ago  to  have  the  perusal 
of  a  manuscript  order  book  kept  by  an  officer  of  the  British  Foot 
Guards  from  which  I  noted  the  following  entries: — 

'  '1776,  September  22. — A  spy  from  the  enemy  (by  his  own  full 
confession)  apprehended  last  night,  was  this  day  executed  at  eleven 
o'clock  in  front  of  the  Artillery  Park.' 

"  'October  6. — The  effects  of  the  late  Lieutenant  Lovell  to  be 
sold  at  the  house  near  the  Artillery  Park.' 

"  'October  11. — Majors  of  brigade  to  attend  at  the  Artillery 
Park,  near  the  Dove,  at  five  this  afternoon.' 

"Advertisements  in  the  city  papers  confirm  the  location  of  the 
camp.  Such  a  one  apeared  in  the  Royal  Gazette  of  November  2, 
1779.  This  stated  that  there  was  a  'horse  stolen  or  strayed  from 
the  Royal  Artillery  pasture  at  the  five-mile  stone.' 

"An  order  issued  January  19,  1780,  that  in  case  of  attack, 
'alarm  guns  be  fired  from  the  cantonment  of  the  Thirty-seventh 
regiment,  near  the  five-mile  stone,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Dove  Tavern.'  This  well  known  landmark  is  mentioned  at  the 
evacuation  of  New  York  in  November,  1783,  when  it  is  recorded 
that  the  pickets  of  the  Americans  advanced  as  far  as  the  Dove  Tav- 
ern, five  miles  from  New  York. 

"The  exact  location  of  this  tavern  is  shown  in  the  following 
diagram  taken  from  a  survey  of  1783,  as  being  west  of  the  post 
road,  on  Third  Avenue,  between  Sixty-sixth  and  Sixty-seventh 
streets.  The  cultivated  ground  attached  to  it  was  afterward  known 
as  the  Dove  Lots,  and  contained  about  four  acres. 

"It  is  evident,  from  the  above  facts,  that  Hale  was  executed 
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upon,  and  it  is  most  probable  that  his  body  was  interred  in,  some 
part  of  the  common  land  of  the  corporation  of  this  city.  This  tract 
is  now  covered  mainly  by  stately  buildings  devoted  to  education  and 
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philanthropic  uses.     Possibly  the  dust  of  the  'Martyr  Spy'  may  lie 
in  the  ground  of  the  Normal  College." 

"Respectfully  yours, 

"William  Kelby." 


AN  EARLY  MENTION  OF  GOLF   IN  AMERICA 

Perhaps  the  earliest  mention  of  this  sport  in  America  is  to  be 
found  in  the  inventory  of  the  effects  of  Governor  William  Burnet 
October  13,  1729.  Among  the  many  items  noted  in  the  list  we  find 
the  following: 

"Nine  Gouff  Clubs  and  1  Iron  D°  @  4/$ 2 , — 

Seven  Doz  Balls  @  1/$  ps  4  •4"" 

Showing  the  appraised  value  of  Golf  Clubs  at  that  period  was 
four  shillings  each,  while  the  Balls  were  one  shilling  each.  Appar- 
ently the  governor  lost  many  of  the  latter  since  he  had  a  supply  of 
seven  dozen  on  hand,  or  it  may  be  that  he  was  a  pioneer  in  this 
sport,  bringing  it  from  Scotland,  and  carried  a  sufficient  quantity 
for  those  whom  he  might  interest. 
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TWO   RELIEFS   IN  THE  ABBOTT   COLLECTION 

THE  New-York  Historical  Society's  Egyptian  collections  include 
over  forty  pieces  of  sculpture  in  relief,  which  have  quite  a 
range  of  interest.  The  earliest  in  date  are  from  the  Old  Kingdom, 
about  2650  B.C.,  the  latest  from  the  period  of  Roman  rule  in  Egypt. 
Reliefs  from  the  walls  both  of  tombs  and  of  temples,  also  funerary 
stelae,  are  in  the  number  and  considerable  variety  of  subjects  is  to 
be  found  among  them. 

It  is  hoped  eventually  to  group  and  place  these  reliefs  more 
advantageously  than  has  been  possible  thus  far,  but  this  part  of 
the  installation  must  wait  until  the  small  objects  have  been  made 
ready  for  the  new  floor  cases.  In  the  meantime,  the  reliefs  have 
been  photographed  and  their  inscriptions,  subject  matter,  stylistic 
qualities,  etc.,  are  being  studied.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  present 
paper  to  call  attention  to  this  important  class  of  material  by  de- 
scribing briefly  two  of  its  best  numbers. 

Fig.  1  shows  one  of  four  sculptured  blocks  of  limestone  in 
the  Abbott  Collection  which  were  derived  from  the  tomb  of  an 
Old  Kingdom  dignitary,  Semenkhu-ptah  by  name,  who  lived  near 
the  end  of  the  Fifth,  or  at  the  beginning  of  the  Sixth,  Dynasty, 
roughly,  about  2650  B.C.1  The  block  chosen  for  illustration  is 
sculptured  in  low  relief  with  a  portrait  head  of  Semenkhu-ptah. 
On  the  left  the  end  of  the  block  is  broken  oft,  the  other  three 
edges  are  joints  and  the  block  was  one  of  a  series  lining  the  brick 
walls  of  the  tomb-chapel  where  the  relatives  of  the  deceased 
gathered  on  feast  days  and  where  the  mortuary  priests  carried 
on  rites  in  his  behalf.  On  the  blocks  which  were  placed  below 
this  one  the  remainder  of  his  figure,  standing,-  was  carved.  His 
left  hand,  as  may  be  seen  here,  grasps  a  stout  stick,  which  aided 
In  walking  and  could  be  used  in  chastising  an  unruly  peasant!  His 
right  may  have  held  a  handkerchief  or  another  shorter  stave. 
The  upper  part  of  his  body  was  nude  and  he  doubtless  wore  some 

1  His  activity  did  not  antedate  the  reign  of  King  Isesi,  the  next  to  the  last  king 
of  the  Fifth  Dynasty,  whose  name  occurs  in  the  inscriptions  of  the  tomb. 

2  To  judge  l>\  the  nearly  upright  position  of  the  staff.  If  the  man  had  been 
seated   the  upper  end  of  the  Staff  would  incline  more  toward   his   face. 


QUARTERLY       BULLETIN 


15 


10  THE     NEW-YORK     HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 

one  of  the  various  styles  of  kilts  in  vogue  in  his  day.  He  was  not 
in  gala  dress  in  this  portrait,  for  he  is  without  the  false  beard  and 
the  wig  assumed  over  the  short  hair  on  festal  occasions.  Above 
his  head  one  of  his  titles  may  be  read  in  the  now  incomplete  hiero- 
glyphs, "He  Who  is  Over  the  Secrets  of  the  King  in  Every  One 
of  His  Places";  on  the  right,  another  title,  "Superintendent  of 
the  Companions,"  is  written  vertically. 

Originally  this  block  and  the  entire  decorated  wall  of  which 
it  was  a  part  had  the  background  covered  with  blue-gray  pigment, 
with  which  the  hieroglyphs,  gayly  colored,  and  the  man's  figure 
with  its  brown-red  skin,  black  hair,  yellow  staff,  etc.,  made  a  strik- 
ing contrast.  Bits  of  the  color  are  still  to  be  detected,  but,  as 
usual,  it  has  mostly  dropped  off  with  the  thin  layer  of  plaster  on 
which  it  was  laid. 

The  portrait  is  a  literal,  not  an  ideal  one.  The  short,  thick 
neck  and  fat  chin  are  relentlessly  shown;  the  outline  of  the  skull 
and  the  long  upper  lip  are  thoroughly  individual.  The  artistic 
means  used  are  simple,  the  salient  features  vigorously  rendered, 
and  all  minor  details  eliminated.  In  its  virility  and  directness 
this  relief  is  a  typical  production  of  the  Old  Kingdom,  that  first 
period  of  political  strength  in  Egypt  which  saw  the  building  of 
the  Great  Pyramid.  In  Semenkhu-ptah's  features  we  have  ex- 
emplified the  sturdy  race  of  men  who  surrounded  the  Pharaoh, 
partaking  of  his  favor  and  aiding  him  in  his  great  projects. 

An  interesting,  although  often  baffling,  part  of  the  cataloging 
of  the  Abbott  Collection  is  the  tracing  of  the  identity  and  history 
of  the  objects.  Thus  Semenkhu-ptah's  tomb  proves  to  be  one  al- 
ready known,  situated  some  distance  to  the  north  of  the  Step  Pyra- 
mid in  the  Sakkara  necropolis,  above  modern  Cairo.  It  is  in- 
cluded as  D  43  of  the  tombs  planned  and  described  in  the  years 
1 858-1 863  by  Mariette,  a  French  pioneer  in  Egyptology,  and  pub- 
lished from  his  notes  after  his  death  by  the  late  Sir  Gaston  Maspero 
in  the  now  rare  book  Les  Mastabas  de  V Ancien  Empire.  The  four 
blocks  in  the  Abbott  Collection,  of  which  the  other  three  contain 
fragmentary  hieroglyphic  inscriptions,  must  have  been  obtained  a 
decade  or  so  before  Mariette  examined  the  tomb.  Perhaps  addi- 
tional blocks  which  had  passed  into  the  hands  of  other  collectors, 
and  were  not  seen  by  Mariette,  may  yet  be  found  in  public  or 
private  collections.     The  inscriptions  copied  by  Mariette  help  to 
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complete  the  list  of  Semenkhu-ptah's  titles  and  give  us  the  names 
of  his  wife  Khenut,  his  eldest  son  Mereru-ka,  and  another  son 
Hem-akhet. 

The  portrait  head  of  Semenkhu-ptah  is  a  representative  piece 
of  Old  Kingdom  sculpture,  one  to  be  treasured  in  any  collection 
illustrating  the  course  of  Egyptian  art,  but  far  more  unusual  and 
beautiful  is  the  second  relief  to  be  considered  at  this  time,  which 
has  been  drawn  with  great  skill  and  fidelity  to  the  original  by 
Mr.  Lindsley  F.  Hall  (Fig.  2).  It  has  several  claims  to  distinc- 
tion. Examples  of  temple  relief  antedating  the  Empire,  and  in- 
deed the  Nineteenth  Dynasty  ( 1300  B.C.),  are  comparatively  rare, 
and  this  from  its  subject  is  clearly  temple  relief.  It  is  dated  to 
the  reign  of  an  Eleventh  Dynasty  king,  Se-ankh-ka-re,  who  has 
only  recently  been  emerging  from  obscurity  and  of  whom  still  very 
few  monuments  and  almost  no  portraits  are  known.  The  Abbott 
relief  adds  two  figures  of  the  king  to  our  scanty  list  of  represen- 
tations of  him.  One  of  the  scenes,  as  we  shall  see  in  a  moment, 
has  a  special  interest  and,  finally,  the  relief  is  of  unusual  excellence 
and  will  help  in  a  study  of  the  development  of  relief  sculpture 
in  the  early  Middle  Kingdom,  about  2000  B.C.  Produced  as  it 
was  for  a  building  erected  by  the  king,  we  cannot  doubt  that  the 
best  talent  of  the  period  was  engaged  upon  it.  A  full  discussion 
of  these  many  interesting  aspects  of  the  relief  and  of  the  problems 
connected  with  it  would  take  us  too  far  afield  for  the  purposes 
of  the  Quarterly,  but  the  following  brief  account  of  it  may  be 
offered  now: 

According  to  Dr.  Abbott  the  relief  was  found  at  Erment,  the 
ancient  Hermonthis,  nine  miles  south  of  Thebes.  It  is  of  hard 
limestone  and  measures  2  feet  7^  inches  in  height  by  4  feet  4 
inches  in  width.  Parts  of  two  scenes  have  come  down  to  us.  At 
the  right  the  king  stands  before  the  guardian  deity  of  the  North, 
Wazit,  or,  as  the  Greeks  called  her,  Buto;  this  scene  occupies  more 
than  half  of  the  block;  the  goddess  is  at  the  left  of  the  king,  facing 
him,  and  only  the  upper  parts  of  their  figures  are  preserved.  Above 
are  the  legend  identifying  her  and,  in  three  of  the  vertical  lines 
reading  from  right  to  left,  her  address  to  the  king:  "I  have  given 
thee  life,  prosperity,  all  stability,  forever;  I  have  given  thee  all 
health,  all  gladness  of  heart;  I  have  given  thee  to  appear  upon 
the  throne  of  Horus."     Over  the  king's  head  two  of  his  names  are 


FlOOTE  2.     FRAGMENT  OF  EGYPTIAN  RELIEF  SCULPTURE  FROM  A  TEMPLE  WALI 


HE  GODDESS  BUTO  AND  THE  KING  SE-ANKH-KA-RE.     LIMESTONE. 


CA.  2000  B.  C. 
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written.  He  wears  the  royal  head-cloth,  a  false  beard,  and  a  wide 
collar  of  beads.  The  goddess  has  above  her  head-cloth  of  differ- 
ent pattern,  a  head-dress  imitating  a  vulture  with  wings  drooping, 
as  if  in  protection,1  but  with  the  uraeus,  which  was  sacred  to  her, 
in  the  place  of  the  vulture's  head. 

On  the  left  of  the  block  is  the  upper  part  of  another  figure 
of  the  king  belonging  to  a  scene  now  incomplete.  Again  he  faces 
to  the  left,  but  he  wears  the  crown  of  Lower  Egypt  and  carries 
in  his  right  hand  a  ceremonial  fly-flap,  of  which  the  pendants  only 
are  visible  on  the  edge  of  the  block,  and,  in  his  left  hand,  against 
his  breast,  an  object  shaped  at  both  ends  like  a  swallow's  tail, 
which  has  been  identified  with  an  object  occasionally  pictured  en 
the  interior  of  coffins  of  this  period,  but  not  as  yet  understood. 
The  king  may  have  been  engaged  in  a  religious  dance  which  was 
one  of  the  ceremonies  of  the  S<?d-festival  commemorating  the  thir- 
tieth year  after  a  monarch's  formal  recognition  as  heir  to  the 
throne.  In  scenes  representing  this  dance  the  king  advances  with 
wide  strides  and  weight  resting  only  on  the  tips  of  the  toes  and 
he  holds  the  fly-flap  and  double  "swallow's-tail."  An  experimental 
drawing  continuing  the  lines  of  the  figure  as  in  the  dance  made 
by  Mr.  Hall  proves  that  there  would  have  been  room  2  for  this 
scene;  but  there  are  other  interpretations  possible,  which  cannot 
be  entered  into  here.  Reference  has  been  made  to  the  goddess 
Wazit  as  associated  with  the  northern  division  of  the  dual  mon- 
archy and  to  the  king's  crown  as  that  of  the  North,  Probably 
this  relief  had  originally  on  the  opposite  wall  a  pendant  in  which 
the  king  wore  the  crown  of  the  South  and  was  promised  various 
blessings  by  Nekhbit,  goddess  of  the  South.  Such  a  scheme,  at 
least,  is  to  be  inferred  from  analogies. 

Unlike  the  Old  Kingdom  portrait  of  Figure  I,  these  represen- 
tations of  King  Se-ankh-ka-re  reveal  an  exalted  and  ideal  beauty. 
Possibly  the  small  ear,  the  narrow  eye,  the  delicate  nostril,  are 
true  to  the  monarch's  appearance;  only  in  the  somewhat  full  lips 
and  large  cheek  is  one  reminded  of  the  physical  type  of  the  Old 
Kingdom.     The  relief  has  only  slight  projection  and  is  exquisitely 

1  An  actual  vulture  head-dress  of  sold  repousse  was  found  in  the  excavations 
in  the  Valley  of  the  Kings  at  Thebes  which  were  financed  by  the  late  Theodore 
M.  Davis.     See  The  Tomb  of  Queen  Tiyi,  PI.  XX. 

-  The  vertical  inscription  behind  the  king-,  to  Judge  by  its  content,  ended  slightly 
belo\i   the  level  of  his  elbow.  ' 
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modeled,  with  a  wealth  of  fine  detail  to  which  no  illustration  not 
in  the  size  of  the  original  could  do  justice.  It  is  something  of  a 
surprise  to  encounter  so  finished  a  style  just  before  the  opening 
of  the  Twelfth  Dynasty,1  but  one  can  hardly  assume,  in  the 
absence  of  any  proof  for  such  a  theory,  that  the  relief  was  com- 
pleted later  than  the  reign  of  the  king  represented. 

Today  this  relief  is  virtually  unknown  to  Egyptologists.  Al- 
though one  section  of  its  inscription  is  identical,  even  to  the  breaks 
at  the  beginnings  of  the  lines,  with  an  inscription  published  in 
Brugsch's  Thesaurus  inscriptionum  agyptiacarum  (No.  85,  p. 
145$),  it  cannot  be  the  piece  copied  by  Brugsch,  for  he  speaks  of 
the  inscription  which  he  published  as  "in  my  time  in  Egypt  in 
private  possession,"  and  his  first  visit  to  Egypt  was  in  1853,  after 
the  removal  of  Dr.  Abbott's  collection  to  the  United  States.  But 
as  Brugsch's  inscription  is  also  said  to  have  come  from  Her- 
monthis,  it  is  interesting  as  confirmatory  evidence  of  possible  build- 
ing operations  carried  on  there  by  Se-ankh-ka-re. 

Brief  reference  may  be  made  in  closing  to  a  relief  found  Febru- 
ary 19,  1908,  on  the  island  of  Elephantine,  by  a  French  expedition 
organized  to  dig  for  Aramaic  papyri.  The  expedition  had  small 
success  in  its  original  plans,  but  brought  to  light  some  valuable 
monuments  of  Pharaonic  Egypt,  among  them  a  relief  represent- 
ing Se-ankh-ka-re,  which  bears  so  startling  a  resemblance — sty- 
listically and  in  the  composition  of  the  wall — to  the  Abbott  relief 
that  one  is  almost  tempted  to  believe  the  two  pieces  to  be  parts  of 
the  same  temple  decoration.  The  figure  of  the  king  found  by  the 
French  expedition,  however,  may  be  to  a  slightly  smaller  scale, 
and  I  must  seek  by  correspondence  more  detailed  measurements 
than  are  available  in  the  brief  account  of  it,  accompanied  by  a 
half-tone  illustration,  which  appeared  in  the  Recueil  de  Travaux 
Relatifs  a  la  Philologie  et  a  V  Archeologie  Egyptiennes  et  Assyr- 
iennes,  Vol.  31    (1909),  pp.  64-65. 

Caroline  L.  Ransom, 

(Mrs.  Grant  Williams.) 

1  In  some  particulars  the  piece  reminds  one  of  reliefs  from  the  funerary  tem- 
ples of  the  Fifth  Dynasty,  but  a  period  of  political  disintegration,  when  art  was  at 
a  low  ebb,  had  intervened,  and  Egypt  was  now  only  developing  anew  a  strong  gov- 
ernment. 
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ORIGINAL  DOCUMENTS   FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 
OF  THE   SOCIETY 


Washingtoniana 

The  illustration  facing  this  page  is  a  document  in  the  hand- 
writing of  George  Washington  dated  April  24,  1775,  five  days 
after  the  Battle  of  Lexington.  The  first  paragraph  is  his  draft 
of  an  order  for  the  raising  of  companies  for  "the  preservation  of 
American  liberties."  The  second  paragraph  is  his  draft  of  an 
order  which  places  at  the  disposal  of  a  party  raising  a  Company 
of  56  able  bodied  men,  the  Commissions  of  Captain,  Lieutenant 
and  Ensign. 

Although  in  Washington's  handwriting  these  orders  are  drawn 
as  though  they  proceeded  from  the  Committee  of  Safety  then  sit- 
ting at  Cambridge,  Mass. 

In  Committee  of  Safety — Cambridge.  Ap1  24th  1775. 

To 

Sir, 

You  are  hereby  empowered  immediately  to  inlist  a  Company, 
to  consist  of  56  able  bodied  &  effective  men,  including  Serjeants, 
as  Soldiers  in  the  Massachusets  Service,  for  the  preservation  of 
American  liberty;  and  cause  them  to  pass  Muster  as  even  as  pos- 
sible. 

Chairman. 

Cambridge  April  24th  1775. 
Whereas  you  have  this  day  received  orders  for  inlisting  56 
Soldiers,  including  Serjeants,  for  the  Massachusets  Service,  for  the 
preservation  of  the  liberties  of  America:  You  are  hereby  ac- 
quainted that  the  Commission  of  a  Captain  in  said  Service  shall 
be  made  out  for  you  as  soon  as  you  have  compleated  the  said  In- 
listment,  and  you  will  also  be  allowed  to  nominate  1  lieutenant  & 
1  Ensign  to  serve  under  you,  who  will  receive  Commissions  ac- 
cordingly, if  the  Committee  shall  approve  of  them. — By  order  of 

the  Committee  of  Safety  /-,     • 

Chairman. 


QUA 
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DEED   SIGNED   BY   "JAMES"   DUKE   OF  YORK 

The  document  reproduced  on  the  opposite  page  and  which 
is  printed  below  is  of  a  unique  character  in  as  much  as  it  bears  the 
autograph  of  "James"  the  Duke  of  York  to  a  deed  transferring 
a  house  on  Stone  Street,  in  New  York  City,  to  Richard  Nicolls, 
Governour  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  who  in  turn  sold  the 
house  to  Thomas  Delavall.  Both  transactions  took  place  on  July 
5  and  6,  1669,  respectively,  and  are  recorded  on  the  one  sheet. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents,  That  I  James  Duke  of  york 
and  Albany,  Earle  of  Ulster,  Ld  High  Admirall  of  England  and 
Ireld  Constable  of  Dover  Castle  Lord  Warden  of  the  Cinque  Ports 
and  Governor  of  Portsmouth  &c  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
sume  of  five  hundred  Pounds  to  me  in  hand  paid  Have  granted, 
bargained  and  sold,  and  by  these  presents  do  fully  cleerely  and 
absolutely  bargaine  and  sell  unto  Richard  Nicholls  Esqr.  That  my 
house  late  belonging  to  Gillis  Peterson  Van  Brough  scitueate  in 
the  Brewers  or  Stonestreet  in  New  York  in  America.  To  have 
and  to  hold  the  said  house  with  the  appurtenances  unto  him  the 
said  Richard  Nicholls  his  heirs  and  assignes  to  his  and  their  proper 
uses  and  behoofes  for  ever.  In  witness  whereof  I  have  hereunto 
set  my  hand  and  Seale  of  New  York  at  St.  James's  this  5th  of 
July   1669. 

James. 
Sealed  and  delivered  in 
presence  of 

M.  Wren, 

I  no :  Hey  wood. 

Know  all  men  by  these  presents  That  I  the  above  said  Richard 
Nichols  Esqr  for  ye  said  Consideracon  of  five  hundred  Pounds  to 
Me  in  hand  paid  by  Mr.  Thomas  Delavall,  the  Rec*  whereof  I  do 
herein  acknowledge,  Have  granted  bargained  sold  assigned  &  set 
over,  and  do  hereby  grant  bargaine,  sell  assigne  and  set  over  unto 
the  said  Thomas  Delaval,  All  my  Right  title,  Interest,  Clayme  and 
demande  whatsoever  wch  I  now  have  or  may  prtend  to  have  in 
the  house  above  mentioned,  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  house 
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with  the  appes:  to  the  said  Thomas  Delavall  his  heires  and  assignes 
to  his  and  their  proper  uses  for  ever.  In  witness  whereof  I  have 
hereunto  set  my  hand  &  Seale  this  6th  of  July  1669. 

R:    NlCHOLLS. 
Sealed  &  Delivered 
in  presence  of 

Tho  Billopp, 
Abraham  Horton. 
Recorded  in  the  office  of  Records  for  the  Province  of  New 
Yorke  in  Lib  B.  fol.  (315)  the  27th  day  of  Sept.  168 1. 

John  West.  CI. 

NOTES   OF  THE   SOCIETY 

The  following  minute  was  forwarded  to  the  Board  of  Esti- 
mate  and  Apportionment. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee,  held  on  March  19, 
191 8:  The  New-York  Historical  Society,  through  its  Board,  de- 
sires to  express  its  disapproval  to  any  space  in  Central  Park  being 
diverted  from  the  use  for  which  the  Park  was  originally  intended. 

The  President  appointed  Mr.  Thomas  T.  Sherman  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Second  Class  ending  1920  in 
place  of  Mr.  Stanley  W.  Dexter,  who  resigned  owing  to  ill  health. 

Mr.  James  Benedict,  Capt.  Richard  Henry  Greene  and  Mr. 
Archer  M.  Huntington  were  re-appointed  members  of  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  of  the  Fourth  Class  ending  1922. 

The  President  appointed  the  following  members  as  a  Commit- 
tee on  Membership:  Frederic  Delano  Weekes,  Samuel  V.  Hoff- 
man, Thomas  J.  Burton,  Frank  B.  Porter  and  Edmund  B.  Child. 

OBITUARY 

Frederick  Sturges,  a  life  member  since  1880  and  Fellow  of  the 
Society,  died  December  22,  19 17,  in  the  85th  year  of  his  age. 

William  S.  Pellctreau,  a  life  member  since  1899,  died  January 
6,  19  rS,  in  the  78th  year  of  his  age. 

Henry  L.  Morris,  a  life  member  since  1874,  died  at  Atlantic 
City,  N.  J.,  January  S,   1918. 
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Gilbert  Mortier  Plympton,  a  member  since  1897,  died  January 
10,  1918,  in  the  83d  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs.  Abraham  Lansing,  a  life  member  since  1904,  died  Janu- 
ary 22,  19 1 8,  at  Albany,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Abbott  Brown,  a  member  since  1892,  died  February  4, 
1918. 

Robert  B.  Van  Cortlandt,  a  life  member  since  19 14,  died  Feb- 
ruary 18,  19 1 8,  at  Mount  Kisco,  N.  Y.,  in  the  56th  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  George  Abeel,  life  member  since  1896,  died  February  28, 
19 1 8,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  James  Stillman,  life  member  since  1887,  died  March  15, 
19 1 8,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Munsell,  member  since  1892,  died  at  Bayonne, 
N.  J.,  March  16,  1918. 

MEMBERS  ELECTED 

Augustus  Van  Cortlandt     Alexander  J.  Wall     Edmund  Dwight 
Mrs.  William  Brewster  Humphrey     George  Hamilton  Dean 

LECTURES 

The  next  lecture  before  the  Society  will  be  delivered  by  Mr. 
Emeterio  de  la  Garza,  Jr.,  entitled  "The  Mexican  Situation,"  on 
Tuesday  evening,  April  2,  19 18,  at  8  145  o'clock.  Mr.  de  la  Garza 
will  invite  an  informal  discussion  on  the  subject. 

On  May  7th  Mr.  L.  O.  Armstrong  will  talk  on  "The  Canadian 
Rockies,"  illustrated  with  the  stereopticon. 


The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mrs.  Grant  Williams  for  the  article 
on  the  Egyptian  Collection  and  to  Mr.  Henry  F.  Depuy  for  the 
article  on  early  Americana  in  the  Library  of  the  Society  appearing 
in  this  number. 

LIBRARY  NOTES 

During  the  month  of  January  the  building  was  closed  part  of 
the  time  owing  to  the  lack  of  coal. 


The  exhibition  of  "Washingtoniana"  and  "Lincoloniana"  held 
during  January  and  February,  has  been  replaced  by  the  Society's 
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collection  of  Views  of  American  Cities,  which  remains  on  view  until 
May  ist. 


A  collection  of  fifty  early  New  England  candle-sticks,  presented 
to  the  Society  by  the  late  Caroline  Phelps  Stokes,  occupies  a  case  in 
the  Henry  Dexter  Hall. 


A  chronological  catalogue  of  early  Americana  before  1700 
in  the  Library  of  the  Society  is  in  preparation  by  Mr  Henry  F. 
DePuy,  chairman  of  the  Library  Committee,  who  contributes  an 
article  on  the  subject  in  this  number.  With  contemplated  improve- 
ments in  the  book  stacks  on  the  library  floor,  a  new  arrangement  by 
the  imprint  of  these  books  will  be  made,  and  eventually  the  entire 
library  of  Americana  down  to  1800  will  be  so  classified. 


The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  for  his  con- 
tinued generous  support  of  the  Library. 


PRINCIPAL  LIBRARY  ACCESSIONS 
BIOGRAPHY 

Biography  of  Timothy  B.  Blackstone.  By  Ida  Hinman,  M.  S.  M.  A.  New 
York,  19 1 7. 

Memoir,  Autobiography  and  Correspondence  of  Jeremiah  Mason.  By  G.  J. 
Clark,  Esq.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  191 7. 

Biographical  History  of  North  Carolina.  From  Colonial  Times  to  the  Present. 
Samuel  A.  Ashe,  Stephen  B.  Weeks,  Charles  L.  Van  Noppen.  Vol.  3. 
Greensboro,  N.  O,  191 7. 

John  H.  B.  Latrobe  and  His  Times,  1 803-1 891.  By  John  E.  Semmes.  Balti- 
more, Md.,   191 7.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

Wessel  Glansfort.  Life  and  Writings.  By  Edward  Waite  Miller,  D.D.  2 
m>\<.     New  York,  1 91 7.    Presented  by  Mrs.  Abraham  Laning. 

Helen  Kendrick  Johnson.  The  Story  of  Her  Varied  Activities.  New  York, 
1917.     Presented  by  Mr.  Rossiter  Johnson. 

The  Letters  of  Washington  Irving  to  Henry  Brevoort.  2  vols.  New  York, 
i<)is.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

Daniel  Webster  in  England.     Journal  of  Hariette  Story  Paige.     Boston,  1917. 

The  Texas  Women's  Hall  of  Fame.    By  Sinclair.    Austin,  Texas,  1917. 

The  Historj  nt  Mother  Seton's  Daughters,  Sisters  of  Charity  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio,  [809-1917.  By  Sister  Mary  Agnes  McCann,  M.  A.  2  vols.  Nor- 
wood.  Mass.,   [917. 
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Recollections  of  a  New  York  Surgeon.     By  Arpod  G.  Gerster,  M.  D.     191 7. 

Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
The   Autobiography   of   a    Pennsylvanian.       By    Samuel    W.    Pennypacker. 

Philadelphia,  1918. 

GENEALOGY 

The  Genealogy  of  Frothinghame  in  New  England,  1850.     By  Wyman. 

The  Lindeseie  and  Limesi  Families  of  Great  Britain.  Vol.  1.  Vol.  2.  The 
Linzee  Family  of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  of  America.  By 
John  William  Linzee. 

Descendants  of  William  Lamson  of  Ipswich,  Mass.,  1634- 19 17.  By  William 
J.  Lamson.    New  York,  19 17. 

Heroic  Willards  of  '76.  Life  Captain  Reuben  Willard.  Compiled  by  James 
Andrew  Phelps.     New  York,  191 7. 

History  of  the  Willis  Family  of  New  England  and  New  Jersey.  A  History 
of  the  Family  of  John  Howard,  Esq.,  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  the  Harris 
and  Macleod  Families  of  Georgia.  Compiled  by  Chas.  Ethelbert  Willis 
and  Frances  Caroline  Willis  in  Richmond,  Va.,  19 17. 

Genealogical  Record  of  the  Dedham  Branch  of  the  Avery  Family  in  America. 
Compiled  by  Jane  G.  Avery  Carter  and  Susien  P.  Holmes,  1893.  Edi- 
torials and  Resolutions  in  Memory  of  Samuel  Putman  Avery,  N.  Y.,  191 5. 
Some  Account  of  the  Park  Family  and  especially  of  the  Rev.  Joseph  Park, 
M.  A.,  1 705-1 777,  and  Benjamin  Parke,  LL.D.,  1 801-1882.  Presented 
by  S.  P.  Avery. 

The  Lambert  Family  of  Salem,  Mass.  By  Henry  W.  Belknap,  191 8.  Pre- 
sented by  Henry  Wyckoff  Belknap. 

Wilson  Family  History.     By  Edward  Wilson,  Bloomington,  Ills.,  1918. 

Historical  Sketches  of  the  Romer,  Van  Tassel  and  Allied  Families  and  Tales 
of  the  Neutral  Ground.  By  John  Lockwood  Romer.  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
1917. 

GENERAL 

The  Gold  Seekers  of  '49.     By  Kimball  Webster.     Manchester,  N.  H.,  191 7. 
Songs  of  a  Mother.     By  Marietta  M.  Andrews.     New  York,   19 17. 
Publications  of  the  Members  of   the   University,    1902-19 16.      Chicago,   Ills., 

1917. 

A  History  of  American  Journalism.     By  James  Melvin  Lee.    Boston,  191 7. 

What  Happened  to  Me.  By  La  Salle  Corbell  Pickett.  (Mrs.  Gen.  George 
E.  Pickett.)     New  York,  19 17.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

American  Psalmody  or  Titles  of  Books,  containing  Tunes  Printed  in  America 
from  1721  to  1820.    By  Frank  J.  Metcalf,  A.  B.     New  York  City,  1917. 

A  Dictionary  of  Numismatic  Names.  Their  Official  and  Popular  Designa- 
tions.    By  Albert  R.  Frey.     New  York,  19 17. 

Catalogue  of  an  Interesting  Collection  of  Books  on  New  York  City.  By 
Henry  Blackwell.     19 12.     Presented  by  Henry  F.  Depuy. 
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Henri  Julien  Montreal  Album.     19 16.     Presented  by  Henry  F.  Depuy. 

Regulations,  Uniform  and  Dress  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  States. 

The  American  Revolution  in  Our  School  Text  Books.  By  Charles  Altschul. 
New  York,  19 17. 

Furniture  of  the  Olden  Time.     By  Frances  Clary  Morse.     New  York,  19 17. 

Star  Spangled  Banner  as  first  printed  in  broadside  and  in  songster  with  other 
items  relating  to  its  history.  Several  pieces  presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoff- 
man. 

A  Social  History  of  the  American  Family  from  the  Colonial  Times  to  the 
Present.     By  Arthur  C.  Calhoun.     Vol.  II.     Cleveland,   1918. 

Impartial  and  Corrected  History  of  the  War  between  United  States  of 
America  and  Great  Britain,  1812-15.  By  T.  O'Connor.  New  York, 
1 81 7.     Presented  by  Lathrop  C.  Harper. 

America  Among  the  Nations.     By  H.  H.  Powers.     New  York,  191 7. 

The  English  Speaking  Peoples.     By  George  Louis  Beer.     New  York,    191 7. 


LOCAL  AND  STATE   HISTORY 

Representative  Families  of  Northampton.     Vol.  1.     Northampton,  191 7. 
The  Genealogical  History  of  Dover,  Mass.     By  Frank  Smith.     Dover,  Mass., 

I9I7- 

Vital  Records  of  Hardwick,  Mass.,  to  the  year  1850.     Compiled  by  Thomas 

W.  Baldwin,  A.  B.  S.  B.     Boston,  Mass.,  191 7. 
Vital  Records  of  Charlemont,  Mass.,  to  the  year  1850.     Boston,  Mass.,   191 7. 
Vital  Records  of  Milford,  Mass.,  to  the  year  1850.     Boston,  Mass.,  191 7. 
Vital  Records  of  Windsor,  Mass.,  to  the  year  1850.     Boston,  Mass.,  19 17. 
Vital  Records  of  Salem,  Mass.,  to  end  of  year  1849.    Vol.  II — Births.     Salem, 

Mass.,   1918. 
Marches  of  the  Dragoons  in  the  Mississippi  Valley.     By  Louis  Pelzer.     Pre- 
sented by  State  Historical  Society  of  Iowa.     Iowa  City,   191 7. 
History  of  the  Town  of  Southampton.     By  James  Truslow  Adams,  M.  A. 

Bridgehampton,  L.  I.,  191 8. 
Greenwich  Village.     By  Its  Artists.     191 7. 
Werner's  History  and  Description  of  the  Manufacture  and  Mining  of  Salt  in 

New  York  State.     191 7. 
A  History  of  Northwest  Ohio.     By  Nevin  O.  Winter,   Litt.  D.     Vol.   III. 

New  York,    191 7. 
Ipswich  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony.     Vol.  II — A  History  of  the  Town 

from  1 700-191 7.  By  Thomas  Franklin  Waters.  Ipswich,  Mass.,  1917. 
Chronicles  of  Pennsylvania.  By  Charles  P.  Keith.  2  vols.  Philadelphia,  191 7. 
The    Boston    Hook    Market,    1679-1700.      By   Worthington    Chauncey    Ford. 

Boston,  1 91 7. 
The   Religions   History  of  New  England.      Cambridge,    191 7. 
Rogers'   Rock,    Lake  George,   March    13,    1758.     A  Battle   Fought  on   Snow 

Shoes.     By  Mary  Cochrane  Rogers.     Derry,  N.  H.,  191 7. 
History  of  Pioneer  Kentucky.     By  R.  S.  Cotterill.     Cincinnati,  191 7. 
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The  Probate  Records  of  Essex  County,  Mass.  Vol.  II — 1665- 1674.  Salem, 
Mass.,  191 7. 

The  Dwelling  Houses  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina.  By  Alice  R.  Huger 
Smith  and  D.  E.  Huger  Smith.     191 7. 

Lippincott's  Early  Philadelphia.     Its  People,  Life  and  Progress.     191 7. 

Records  of  the  High  and  Low  Dutch  Reformed  Congregation  at  Schoharie, 
now  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Town  Schoharie,  Schoharie  Co.,  N.  Y. 
Edited  by  Royden  Woodward  Vosburgh,  New  York  City.     19 17. 

Births,  Marriages,  Deaths  from  the  Original  Records  of  St.  Ann's  Episcopal 
Church  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Copied  by  Josephine  C.  Frost  (Mrs.  Sam- 
uel Knapp  Frost).     2  vols. 

Records  of  the  Reformed  Church  in  the  Town  of  Schoharie,  Schoharie  Co., 
N.  Y.  2  vols.  Edited  by  Royden  Woodward  Vosburgh.  N.  Y.  C, 
1918. 

Records  of  Reformed  Churches  of  Gilboa,  Dyse's  Manor  and  Blenheim,  N.  Y. 
Edited  by  Royden  Woodward  Vosburgh.  New  York  City,  February, 
1918. 

Fire  Insurance  House  Marks  of  the  United  States.  By  Geo.  Cuthbert  Gilles- 
pie and  Stevenson  Hockley  Walsh.  Philadelphia,  191 5.  Presented  by 
Stevenson   Hockley  Walsh. 

The  Harper  Centennial,   1917-1918.     New  York,   1917. 

The  Services  in  Celebration  of  the  Two  Hundredth  Anniversary  of  the  Found- 
ing of  the  Old  First  Presbyterian  Church  in  the  City  of  New  York.  De- 
cember, 191 6.     Presented  by  Howard  Duffield. 

Fifty  Years  in  Yorkville,  or  Annals  of  the  Parish  of  St.  Ignatius  Loyola  and 
St.  Lawrence  O'Toole.  New  York,  19 17.  Presented  by  Rev.  Joseph 
Havens  Richards,  S.  J. 

Dau's  New  York  Blue  Book.     New  York,  19 18. 

Lamb's  Textile  Industries  of  the  United  States.  Vol.  II.  Boston,  Mass., 
191 6.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

History  of  the  United  States.  By  Emerson  David  Fite,  Ph.D.  New  York, 
1916. 

Origin  and  History  of  the  American  Flag.  By  George  Henry  Preble.  New 
Edition.  Vol.  II.  Supplemented  by  Charles  Edward  Asnis,  A.  M.,  L. 
L.  B.     Philadelphia,   191 7. 

The  Heart  of  the  Puritan.  By  Elizabeth  Derring  Hanscom,  Ph.D.  New 
York,  191 7. 

Sixty-four  miscellaneous  broadsides  and  circulars  relating  to  the  campaign 
against  Tammany  Hall  in  1903.     Presented  by  Carlisle  Nonvood. 

TRAVELS 

Divers  Voyages  Touching  Discoverie  of  America.     London,  1582.     Presented 

by  Henry  F.  DePuy. 
Naaukeurige  Versameling  Der  Gerenk-Waardigste   zee  en   Land-Reysen   na 

Oost   en    West-Indien  .  .  .  Door    Pieter   Vander   Aa.      Leyden,    1707. 

29  vols.     Presented  by  Henry  F.  DePuy. 
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WAR  BOOKS 

Militarism.     By  Karl  Liebknecht.     New  York,   191 7.     Presented  by  Samuel 

V.  Hoffman. 
The  Fleets  Behind  the  Fleet.     By  W.   MacNeile  Dixon.     Presented  by  the 

Author.     New  York,   191 7. 
Naval  Power  in  the  War.     By  Lt.  Charles  Clifford  Gill,  U.  S.  N.     New 

York,  1 91 8.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Our  Question   of   Questions,  Arm  or   Disarm?     By  Rear  Admiral  W.  W. 

Kimball,  U.  S.  N.,  Retired.     Second  Edition.    Washington,  D.  C,  191 7. 

Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
The  Bombardment  of  Reims.    By  Barr  Ferree.     New  York,  1917.     Presented 

by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
The  World  at  War.    By  Georg  Brandes.    New  York,  191 7. 
The  Things  Men  Fight  For.    By  H.  H.  Powers,  Ph.D.     New  York,  1917. 
The  Army  and  The  Navy  of  the  United  States  of  America.     Newark,  N.  J. 

Presented  by  Forrest  F.  Dryden. 

MANUSCRIPTS 

One   hundred    and    thirty-nine   Autograph    Letters   covering   the   period    from 

1 839-1 890  and  one  broadside.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Sixty  New  York  Court  Orders  for  Discharge  covering  period  from  January, 

1799)  to  July,   1 801  ;  seventy  Bail  Bonds,  August,  1797  to  July,   1801; 

twenty-three  miscellaneous  manuscripts,  court  orders,  etc.     Presented  by 

Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Book  of  Discipline  of  the  Flushing,  L.  I.,  Friends  Meeting.    Presented  by  Sam- 
uel V.  Hoffman. 
Manuscript  History  of  Plandome,  Nassau  Co.,  N.  Y.    Compiled  and  presented 

by  Dr.  William  S.  Thomas. 
Seven   letters  and   three  certificates  of  the   Metropolitan  Fire  Department  to 

Joshua  G.  Abbe  from  1845- 1868.     Presented  by  Waldo  F.  Abbe. 
Thirty-seven  Deeds,  Wills  and  Documents  relating  to  the  City  of  Albany,  N. 

Y.,  1 728-1 826.     Presented  by  William  Bradley  Ward. 
A.  L.  S.  Ph.  Schuyler  to' Alexander  Hamilton,  dated  Jan.  3,  1799.     Remarks 

on  Mr.  Clay's  Speech  on  the  Seminole  War,  Feb.  3,   18 19.     Presented 

by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Bond   of  Thomas  Withers  and  others  dated  Sept.   14,    1767.     Presented  by 

John  M.  Knox. 
A.  L.  S.  Ruins  King  to  William  Cooper,  father  of  James  Fenimore  Cooper, 

J 1  me*  6,  iSos.  Presented  by  J.  M.  Andreini. 

MAPS 

Map  of  the   Hudson   River  from   New  York   to  Albany.      1848.      Presented 
by  James  Benedict. 
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Twenty  Maps  of  Western  New  York  Indian  Reservations.  Presented  by 
Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

Map  of  North  America.  N.D.  (From  the  Rufus  King  Library.)  Pre- 
sented by  Lathrop  C.  Harper. 

PRINTS 

Col.  Wm.  Augustine  Washington.  Engraved  by  St.  Memin,  eldest  nephew 
of  Gen.  Washington.  Presented  by  his  great  great  grandson,  Col.  Wm. 
Augustine  Washington,  through  W.  Lamier  Washington. 

Engraving  of  President  Taylor  and  His  Cabinet  with  fac-simile  autographs, 
April,  1849.  Mexican  News,  engraved  from  the  original  picture  by  the 
American  Art-Union,  1851.  Caius  Marius  on  the  Ruins  of  Carthage 
(engraving),  1842.  Ann  Page,  Slender  and  Shallow,  engraved  by  the 
American  Art-Union,   1850.     Presented  by  Mrs.  George  E.  Chisholm. 

Eight  half-tones  of  the  West  Side  of  New  York  City.  "Then"  and  "NowT," 
eight  photographs.     Presented  by  Warren  C.  Crane. 

Half-tone  of  Plandome  Mill,  Nassau  Co.,  L.  I.  Built  1683.  Presented  by 
Dr.   William   S.   Thomas. 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  MUSEUM 

"The  Lusitania"  German  Medal.  An  exact  replica  of  the  Medal  designed 
in  Germany  to  commemorate  the  sinking  of  the  Lusitania.  Presented  by 
Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

Four  Post  Bed,  with  two  Mattresses,  one  Feather  Bed,  one  Bolster,  two  Can- 
opies, Wooden  Carved  Ornament,  with  gold  doves  at  top  and  hangings, 
from  the  guest  room  of  the  Old  Schuylerville  House,  Saratoga  Co.,  New 
York.  Presented  by  the  Heirs  of  Philip  Schuyler  through  Miss  Grace 
Schuyler  de  Luze. 

American  Eagle  struck  in  Bronze  for  the  Numismatic  Society.  Presented  by 
Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

A  Gold  Mounted  Sword  used  by  Commodore  John  T.  Newton  of  the  United 
States  Navy.  Presented  by  Alexander  Crawford  Chenoweth,  A.M., 
LL.D. 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  GALLERY  OF  ART 

"Fulton's  Triumph."  Water  color,  showing  the  Departure  of  the  Clermont 
on  her  initial  trip  up  the  Hudson  to  Albany.  Painted  by  Henry  A.  Ogden. 
Presented  by  the  Artist. 

Original  Water-Color  Drawing  of  Piermont  on  the  Hudson.  1856.  Pre- 
sented by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

Portrait  of  Commodore  John  T.  Newton  of  the  United  States  Navy.  Pre- 
sented by  Alexander  Crawford  Chenoweth,  A.M.,  LL.D. 
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The  New-York  Historical  Society,  founded  in  the  year  1804,  and 
incorporated  in  1809,  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  discovering, 
procuring  and  preserving  whatever  may  relate  to  the  natural,  civil, 
literary  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  United  States  in  general 
and  of  this  State  in  particular.  Also  to  establish  and  maintain 
collections  in  Art  and  Archaeology. 

The  building  of  the  Society  on  Central  Park  West  76th  to  77th 
Streets  was  erected  by  subscriptions  and  the  generous  donation  of 
our  late  benefactor  Henry  Dexter.  It  is  maintained  by  endowment 
funds  and  membership  fees  without  the  aid  of  City  or  State. 

The  Art  Galleries  and  Museum  are  open  to  the  Public  daily 
from  9  A.M.  to  5  P.M.  Sundays  excepted.  Library  hours,  9  A.M. 
to  6  P.M.  Open  on  Holidays  from  1  to  5  P.M.,  excepting  Christ- 
mas, New  Year  and  July  4th.  Closed  during  August  for  cleaning 
and  repairs. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Members,  on  their  election,  pay  an  initiation  fee  of  Twenty 
Dollars,  which  includes  dues  for  the  current  year,  and  annually 
thereafter  Ten  Dollars  as  dues;  or  a  life-membership  fee  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars,  in  lieu  of  all  other  dues  and  fees. 

The  contribution  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  to  the  funds  of  the 
Society  shall  entitle  the  person  giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a 
Patron  of  the  Society  in  perpetuity. 

The  contribution  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  shall  entitle  the  per- 
son giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a  Fellow  for  life. 

Members  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  visitors  to  the  rooms 
of  the  Society  by  their  card  or  a  note,  and  of  bringing  two  persons 
with  them  to  the  monthly  lectures. 

Nominations  are  to  be  sent  by  members  to  the  Recording 
Secretary,  170  Central  Park  West,  N.  Y.  City. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Collections  of  the  Society,  Vols.  I-V;  second  series,  Vols.  I-IV, 
1811-1859.      10  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 

Proceedings,  1843-1849.      6  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 
The  John  Watts  de  Peyster  Publication  Fund,  originally 
designated  as  the  "Publication  Fund"  in  1858  for  publishing  Col- 
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lections  of  the  Society  is  limited  to  iooo  shares  of  which  849  have 
been  sold  up  to  the  present  time.  The  remaining  151  shares  are  for 
sale  at  #200.00  per  share;  each  certificate  of  stock  carries  with  it 
the  49  volumes  of  "Collections,"  1868-1916,  published,  consisting 
of  original  material  relating  to  American  History.  A  descriptive 
list  of  this  series  may  be  had  at  the  Library. 

The  John  Divine  Jones  Fund  founded  by  John  Divine  Jones 
of  New  York  in  1879,  for  the  publication  and  sale  by  the  Society  of 
works  relating  to  the  early  history  of  New  York  and  other  American 
Provinces.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  trust,  the  Society 
has  published  the  following  volumes,  which  relate  to  the  Loyalists 
of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  at  the 
Library. 

I.  "History  of  New  York  During  the  Revolutionary  War,"  by  Thomas 
Jones;  edited  by  Edward  F.  de  Lancey.  With  Notes,  Contemporary  Docu- 
ments, Maps  and  Portraits.  8vo,  two  volumes.  New  York,  1879.  Price, 
#15.00. 

II.  "The  Journal  of  a  Voyage  from  Charlestown,  S.  C,  to  London, 
Undertaken  During  the  American  Revolution,"  by  a  Daughter  of  an  Emi- 
nent American  Loyalist  (Louisa  Susannah  Wells).  8vo,  pp.  132.  Por- 
trait and  Facsimile.     New  York,  1906.     Price,  $2.00. 

III.  Orderly  Book  of  De  Lancey's  Brigade  British  Army,  1776-8.  With 
a  list  of  New  York  Loyalists  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  by 
William  Kelby,  late  Librarian  of  the  Society.  New  York,  191 7.  Price, 
$2.50. 

Catalogue  of  the  Gallery  of  Art  (Illustrated)  on  sale  at  the 
Society,  50  cents. 

Catalogue  of  the  Abbott  Collection  of  Egyptian  Antiquities, 
25  cents. 

A  Bibliography  of  the  Publications  of  the  Society  up  to  1904 
was  published  in  the  appendix  of  the  history  of  "The  New- York 
Historical  Society,  1 804-1 904.  By  Robert  Hendre  Kelby,  Librarian 
of  the  Society,  New  York,  1905."  Copies  of  this  volume  will  be 
forwarded  to  members  upon  application  to  the  Librarian,  enclosing 
six  cents  in  stamps  to  cover  delivery.  The  balance  of  the  edition 
numbers  about  three  hundred  copies  for  distribution. 


36 


THE     NEW-YORK     HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


FIRST    CLASS — FOR    ONE    YEAR,    ENDING    I918 

JAMES  BENEDICT 
RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 
ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 

SECOND  CLASS — FOR  TWO  YEARS,  ENDING  I919 

J.  ARCHIBALD  MURRAY 

B.  W.  B.  BROWN 

JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.  D. 


THIRD  CLASS FOR  THREE  YEARS,  ENDING  I92O 

THOMAS  T.  SHERMAN 
HENRY  F.  DE  PUY 
THOMAS  J.  BURTON 

FOURTH  CLASS— FOR  FOUR  YEARS,  ENDING  I92I 

PAUL  R.  TOWNE 
LANGDON  GREENWOOD 
R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 


JAMES   BENEDICT,  Chairman 
ROBERT  H.  KELBY,  Secretary 

[The    President,    Vice-Presidents,    Recording   Secretary,   Treasurer,    and    Librarian   are 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee.] 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 


COMMITTEE    ON    FINANCE 

RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 
F.  DELANO  WEEKES 
JAMES  BENEDICT 

COMMITTEE    ON    LECTURES 
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WILLIAM  M.  SLOANE 
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STUYVESANT   FISH 

F.  ROBERT  SCHELL 

JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.  D. 

COMMITTEE    ON    FINE    ARTS 

JAMES  BENEDICT 

WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

LANGDON  GREENWOOD 

COMMITTEE    ON    PLAN    AND    SCOPE 

HENRY  F.  DE  PUY 

WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

PAUL  R.  TOWNE 


TRUSTEES  OF  NEW  BUILDING 

JOHN  ABEEL  WEEKES,  Chairman 
ARCHER  MILTON  HUNTINGTON,  Vice-Chairman 

ROBERT  HENDRE  KELBY  WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

FRFDERIC  DELANO  WEEKES 
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Elected  January  2,  1917,  for  Three  Years,  ending  1920 


PRESIDENT 
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THE  FIELD  EXPLORATION  COMMITTEE  OF 
THE  NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

The  appointment  by  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society  of 
a  group  of  its  members  as  an  exploring  organization,  lends  the  aid 
and  influence  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society  to  a  form  of 
historical  research  which  has  been  heretofore  conducted  by  indi- 
viduals, and  the  step  will  undoubtedly  bring  results  in  discoveries 
within  our  own  State,  that  will  add  to  the  service  which  the  Society 
is  rendering  to  the  Cause  of  historic  preservation  and  investigation. 

For  many  years  a  group  of  energetic  workers  have  devoted  the 
spare  hours  available  from  duty  and  livelihood  to  the  physical 
search  of  the  soil  for  relics  of  aboriginal  Colonial  and  Revolutionary- 
War  remains,  chiefly  in  the  upper  part  of  the  Island  of  Manhattan 
and  the  Borough  of  the  Bronx.  The  successful  results  of  this  work 
have  become  of  increasing  interest  and  historical  value,  and  the 
experience  of  the  party  is  now  to  be  devoted  to  the  continuance 
and  extension  of  their  work  under  the  auspices  of  the  Society,  as 
its  Committee  on  Field  Exploration. 

The  Committee  includes  the  following  members  of  the  Society: 
Mr.  William  L.  Calver,  Chairman 
Mr.  Samuel  Verplanck  Hoffman,  Vice-Chairman 
Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton,  Secretary 
Mr.  Alexander  J.  Wall,  Treasurer 
Mr.  Charles  M.  Lefferts 
Dr.  William  S.  Thomas 

The  Committee  was  authorized  to  add  to  its  membership  other 
workers  willing  to  agree  to  the  condition  that  objects  and  facts 
discovered  by  the  Committee's  operations  should  be  regarded  as 
the  property  of  the  Society. 

They  have  thus  elected  as  Associates: 
Mr.  John  Ward  Dunsmore 
Mr.  Charles  H.  Thurston 
Mr.  R.  T.  Webster 
Mr.  Oscar  T.  Barck 
who  have  for  some  time  past  aided  in  this  line  of  research. 

The  Committee  plans  to  continue  the  active  work  of  the  past 
and  to  extend  their  field  of  operations  to  the  region  of  the  Highlands 
of  the  Hudson,  and  the  counties  of  Dutchess,  Putnam,  and  West- 
chester, covering  Indian,  Colonial,  and  Revolutionary  sites,  meas- 
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uring  and  mapping,  and  maintaining  a  record  of  current  events  and 
discoveries,  which  from  time  to  time  may  form  the  subject  of  articles 
in  the  Bulletins  of  the  Society. 

The  Committee  has  now  in  hand  the  completion  of  the  explora- 
tion upon  the  site  of  the  large  Hut-Camp  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
on  the  East  side  of  Inwood  hill,  between  201st  and  204th  Streets, 
a  few  hundred  feet  west  of  Broadway.  Up  to  the  present  time 
upwards  of  fifty  of  the  sites  of  the  dug-outs  of  the  American,  British, 
and  Hessian  troops  have  been  located  and  explored  with  rich 
results  in  the  discovery  of  military  objects  of  interest. 

One  of  the  first  day's  work  of  the  newly-organized  Committee 
was  the  uncovering  of  the  largest  stone-built  fireplace  forming  part 
of  a  dug-out  hut  near  the  line  of  204th  Street,  our  illustrations 
give  a  good  idea  of  the  character  of  such  finds  and  the  methods 
employed  in  the  work,  which  involves  no  inconsiderable  degree  of 
active  labor. 

In  the  Highland  region  a  very  interesting  camp-site  of  American 
troops  has  been  located  on  the  Cat  Rock  Road,  leading  from  Gar- 
risons towards  Peekskill,  and  other  camps  are  known  to  have 
existed  in  that  region,  of  which  all  traces  have  disappeared  but  which 
may  by  systematic  search  be  re-discovered. 

The  Committee  has  also  in  view  further  excavations  and  meas- 
urements on  the  fortifications  of  Constitution  Island,  which  will  aid 
in  the  plans  for  their  preservation  and  possibly  lead  to  some  careful 
restoration  and  repair. 

In  another  line  of  work  the  Committee  will  explore  the  sites  of 
ancient  dwellings,  around  which  careful  investigation  has  often 
brought  to  light  the  cast-away  debris  of  family  life,  and  with  patient 
efforts  during  the  winter  seasons,  many  interesting  objects  have  been 
pieced  together  and  restored  to  complete  form  for  museum  purposes. 
Domestic  materials  such  as  pottery  and  porcelain  have  a  distinct 
value  when  recovered  from  such  original  deposits,  connected  as 
they  are  with  defined  periods  of  occupation,  and  known  ownership 
of  the  occupants  of  such  dwellings. 

In  the  field  of  Indian  exploration,  the  discoveries  of  several  years 
ago  of  Indian  burials  and  ceremonial  bits,  of  pottery,  tools  and 
weapons  at  Inwood  may  not  now  be  repeated,  but  there  are  ample 
areas  beyond  the  Greater  City  which  invite  examination  and  may 
be  expected  to  add  to  the  Society's  store  of  aboriginal  material. 

The  Hudson  River  basin  was  a  favorite  haunt  of  the  aborigines, 
due  to  its  facilities  for  travel  and  food,  and  a  number  of  locations 
along  its  shores  have  yielded  evidences  of  their  life  in  ages  past, 
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but  no  systematic  study  of  the  region  as  a  whole  has  heretofore  been 
made.  The  Committee  may  undertake  a  survey  of  these  sites  and 
a  comparative  study  of  their  situation  and  conditions,  which  would 
form  an  important  record,  the  value  of  which  will  increase  with 
the  scope  of  the  comparison. 


PARAPET  OF  FORT  CONSTITUTION,  CONSTITUTION  ISLAND,  N.  Y.     APRIL,  1918. 
Discovered  by  The  Field  Exploration  Committee  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society. 

The  Committee  have  in  view  the  enlistment  of  other  workers 
in  their  home  localities,  who  may  be  added  to  its  circle  and  would  be 
in  a  position,  due  to  their  residence  in  and  familiarity  with  a  certain 
area,  to  contribute  effective  efforts  in  local  explorations  and  surveys. 

This  brief  review  of  the  projected  operations  of  the  Committee, 
it  is  hoped  may  not  only  interest  the  general  membership,  but  may 
bring  about  an  accession  to  the  force  of  explorers  from  among  their 
circle,  who  may  be  able  to  aid,  not  perhaps  with  the  muscular  labor  of 
the  field,  but  by  information  as  to  maps,  documents,  and  sites,  and  by 
securing  permission  to  examine  them  in  the  interests  of  our  Society. 

Reginald  Pelham  Bolton. 


SOME  BRONZE  STATUETTES  IN  THE 
ABBOTT  COLLECTION 

Since  the  last  number  of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin  was  issued  the 
cataloging  of  the  Society's  small  statuettes  of  Egyptian  divinities 
has  been  completed  and  these  figures,  numbering  about  290  pieces, 
are  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Repairer,  Mr.  Hoffmann,  for  treatment, 
cleaning,  and  mounting,  preparatory  to  being  placed  on  public 
exhibition.  The  Society's  collections  include  also  a  much  smaller 
number  of  statuettes  of  mortals,  which  have  now  been  catalogued, 
and  a  large  number  of  animals,  birds,  etc.,  sacred  to  the  gods,  upon 
which  a  beginning  has  been  made.  A  general  article  on  the  figures 
of  the  divinities  will  appear  in  the  Quarterly  when  the  new  instal- 
lation is  ready,  but  in  the  meantime  certain  bronze  statuettes  from 
all  three  classes,  which  are  deserving  of  special  consideration,  may 
be  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  Society.  All  these  figures  are 
comparatively  late,  dating  from  some  time  in  the  last  thousand 
years  before  Chtist. 

One  of  the  outstanding  pieces  of  the  Abbott  Collection  is  the 
bronze  represented  in  Figs.  1  and  2.  The  bold,  free  pose,  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  vigorous,  though  somewhat  dry,  modelling,  the  good 
preservation,  the  size  (ht.  17cm.)  would  mark  it  in  any  collection, 
but  the  rarity  of  the  subject  gives  it  a  special  value.  Only  two 
parallels  can  be  cited  among  Egyptian  bronzes,  namely,  two  figures 
in  the  Cairo  Museum.1  The  gesture  of  humble,  joyous  acclaim 
and  the  reverent  posture  at  once  indicate  that  we  have  here  not 
one  of  the  major  gods  of  Egypt  but  a  lesser  being  and,  although 
unusual  in  sculpture  in  the  round,  this  falcon-headed  figure  in  its 
distinctive  attitude  is  recognizable  as  one  of  the  Souls  of  Pe  (Greek 
name,  Buto),  to  whom  occasional  reference  is  made  in  Egyptian 
texts  and  who  occur  not  infrequently  in  the  scenes  on  temple  walls 
from  the  Fifth  Dynasty  (2740  B.  C.)  down  into  the  Roman  period. 
The  town  of  Pe  was  the  royal  residence,  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the 
Delta  in  Prehistoric  times  before  the  submission  of  the  North  to  the 
South,  and  the  dynasty  of  kings  who  lived  there  just  before  the 
dawn  of  history  was  believed  by  later  ages  to  have  been  semi- 
divine  and  to  have  ruled  a  thousand  years.  The  spirits  of  these 
deceased  kings  became  in  Egyptian  mythology  the  "Souls  of  Pe," 


xDaressy,  Statues  de  divinites  {Catalogue  general  du  Musee  du  Caire),  Nos.  38594  and 
38594  bis. 
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who  were  reputed  to  be  the  sons  of  the  local  god  Horus,  and,  like 
him,  were  conceived  to  have  the  head  of  a  falcon.  Corresponding 
to  the  Souls  of  Pe  and  of  analogous  origin,  were  the  jackal-headed 
Souls  of  Nekhen  (Greek,  Hierakonpolis),  the  prehistoric  residence  of 
the  king  of  the  South,  who  likewise  were  regarded  as  supernatural 
beings,  intermediate  between  gods  and  men. 

These  two  companies  of  minor  divinities,  as  we  may  call  them, 
are  revealed  to  us  principally  in  association  with  the  historical  kings 
of  Egypt.  In  that  earliest  body  of  religious  literature,  the  Pyramid 
Texts,  the  Souls  of  Pe  are  among  the  gods  who  facilitate  the  king's 
advent  in  the  celestial  heaven  (Pyr.  1495);  in  another  passage  (478) 
it  is  particularized  that  they  help  with  their  arms  to  form  the  ladder 
by  which  he  ascends  to  heaven.  In  the  extant  reliefs  of  the  Old 
and  Middle  Kingdoms1  they  appear,  with  their  arms  in  the  position 
represented  in  our  bronze,  in  processions  of  the  gods  of  the  Lower 
Egyptian  capital;  also,  as  later  (see  below),  carrying  the  king's  sedan 
chair,  or  on  fragments  whose  connections  cannot  be  established.  Other 
pieces  show  one  or  more  of  the  Souls  of  Nekhen.1  In  the  more 
abundant  material  of  the  Empire  (from  1400  B.  C.  on)  we  find  the 
Souls  of  Pe  and  of  Nekhen  now  engaged  in  ritualistic  acts,  such  as 
bearing  before  the  king  in  a  procession  cult  vases  to  be  deposited 
in  front  of  a  god's  statue,  now  kneeling,  acclaiming  the  king;  in  the 
latter  scene  in  one  instance  the  accompanying  inscription  expresses 
the  wish:  "may  they  grant  (to  the  king)  all  life,  stability  and  pros- 
perity, all  gladness  of  heart,  all  health  daily  in  their  presence." 
Again,  they  and  the  king  kneel  together  acclaiming  some  god,  or 
they  bear  the  newly-crowned  king  in  a  palanquin  on  their  shoulders 
to  the  palace.  The  position  of  the  arms  in  many  of  these  reliefs 
and  in  the  bronze  statuette  before  us  is  a  ritualistic  one,  assumed 
by  the  priests  in  certain  passages  of  the  temple  services.  Its  very 
name,  henu,  is  known,  for  when  represented,  the  adjoining  legend 
often  begins:  "The  making  of  henu  on  the  part  of"  naming  the 
officiants;  it  could  be  carried  out  either  standing  or  kneeling.  Some- 
times the  priests  impersonated  the  Souls  of  Pe  and  of  Nekhen,  as 
when  enacting  the  ceremonies  which  have  just  been  enumerated. 
In  doing  this,  they  probably  put  on  masks  representing  the  charac- 
teristic falcon  and  jackal  heads  of  these  semi-divine  beings. 

How,  then,  is  our  single  bronze  statuette  of  a  Soul  of  Pe  to  be 
interpreted?  Did  it  form  part  of  a  group  representing  some  one 
of  the  scenes  familiar  in  the  temple  decoration?     Probably  not, 


xFor  the  Middle  Kingdom,  see  the  reliefs  from  Lisht  in  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of 
Art,  Nos.  09.180.31  and  41. 
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to  judge  by  the  clue  furnished  by  a  statuette  in  stone  of  the  same 
subject  which  is  in  the  Cairo  Museum  (No.  38593).  The  pose  of 
this  stone  figure  differs  from  that  of  the  bronze  under  consideration 
and  of  the  two  Cairo  bronzes  cited  above  as  parallels,  but  its  identity 
as  a  Soul  of  Pe,  representative  apparently  of  the  whole  company 
of  these  minor  divinities,  is  proved  by  its  inscription:  "A  recita- 
tion by  the  Souls  of  Pe.  Adoration  of  Re-Harakhte,  etc/';  the  arms, 
now  broken  off,  had  been  raised  in  adoration.  In  relief  sculpture 
the  Souls  of  Pe  and  of  Nekhen  were  depicted  always  in  threes, 
probably,  following  a  convention  of  Egyptian  drawing,  to  indicate 
plurality,  rather  than  to  define  their  number  as  three.  Here  in  the 
round,  we  may  suppose,  in  view  of  the  evidence  of  the  Cairo  figure, 
our  single  bronze  also  impersonates  the  entire  band  of  Souls  of  Pe 
and  has  dropped  on  one  knee,  with  arms  in  the  ritualistic  position 
of  joyous  acclaim,  before  Re-Harakhte,  or  some  other  of  the  major 
gods,  who  was  not  represented,  but  was  named  in  the  dedicatory 
inscription  once  incised  on  the  now-lost  pedestal  of  the  figure. 
The  statuette  may  well  have  been,  like  many  of  the  late  Egyptian 
bronzes,  an  ex-voto,  dedicated  by  some  pious  individual  in  a  temple 
or  in  a  household  shrine. 

The  bronze  figure  representing  the  Soul  of  Pe  was  cast  in  one 
piece  and  over  a  core,  as  is  evident  from  its  light  weight.  The 
statuette  of  the  goddess  Hathor  (Fig.  3),  to  which  we  shall  now  turn, 
is  also  a  one-piece  casting,  but  is  solid.  When  put  into  the  Re- 
pairer's hands  it  was  much  encrusted  and  had  been  attacked  by  the 
malignant  patina  popularly  known  as  "bronze  disease";  only  two 
or  three  of  the  signs  in  the  inscription  on  the  base  were  visible  and 
the  fine  quality  of  the  bronze  was  almost  wholly  obscured.  As 
the  result  of  Mr.  Hoffmann's  skillful,  painstaking  treatment  the 
statuette  is  restored  to  its  old-time  beauty.  The  figure  is  one  of 
exceptional  merit  both  in  the  artistic  conception  and  the  work- 
manship. The  goddess  is  moving  slowly  forward,  with  left  foot 
advanced  and  arms  at  the  sides;  she  wears  the  sleeveless,  long, 
scant  dress,  usual  to  mortal  women,  which  underwent  little  change 
of  fashion.  Her  head-dress,  now  incomplete,  was  composed  of 
long  horns  with  the  solar  disk,  uraeus,  and  two  tall  feathers  be- 
tween them.  Her  head  is  that  of  a  cow,  the  animal  in  whose 
form  she  often  appeared  to  men;  the  transition  to  the  human 
shoulders,  as  in  the  preceding  figure,  was  effected  with  the  help  of 
tin  wig.  Altogether  the  artist  succeeded  in  imparting  a  dignity 
and  a  benign  expression  to  the  difficult  subject  which  are  rarely 
achieved.      The  surface  is  very  well  modelled  and  finished  and  has 
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a  pleasing  warm  brown  patina,  which  it  had  acquired  naturally1 
in  the  course  of  time,  and  which  was  revealed  by  the  mechanical 
removal  of  the  incrustation.  The  eyes  are  inlaid,  the  lids  and  irises 
of  gold  mixed  with  copper,  the  coronas  of  electrum;  the  boundaries 
of  the  irises  are  not  hard  lines,  but  were  evidently  made  irregular 
to  produce  a  special  effect.  Hathor,  in  origin  a  sky-goddess,  and 
known  in  various  aspects,  became  especially  popular  as  the  patro- 
ness of  women  and  goddess  of  love  and  joy.  This  statuette,  how- 
ever was  dedicated  by  a  man,  "Ese-resh,  son  of  Pen-ptah."  It 
came  from  Memphis,  where  the  majority  of  extant  figures  of  Hathor 
with  the  cow's,  rather  than  human,  head  have  been  found. 

Another  important  goddess,  akin  in  her  nature  to  Hathor,  was 
Bast,  who  was  at  home  at  Bubastis  in  the  Delta.  Frequently  she 
was  represented  cat-headed  wearing  a  fringed  and  patterned  gown 
of  unusual  cut,  suggesting  for  her  a  foreign  origin.  The  Abbott 
collection  includes  a  number  of  statuettes  of  this  type,  one  of  which 
is  shown  in  Fig.  4.  This  figure  is  quaint,  bordering  on  the  grotesque, 
but  the  collection  contains  two  rare  statuettes  of  Bast,  wholly  in 
human  form,  which  are  delightful  little  works  of  art.  One  of  them 
is  given  in  Figs  5  and  6.  Here  the  attributes  make  clear  that  Bast 
is  intended,  but  she  is  represented  quite  as  a  young  Egyptian 
maiden,  with  slender,  girlish  form  and  the  wig  and  dress  of  life. 

The  group  of  Fig.  7  is  unusual  in  American  collections  but  has  a 
fair  number  of  parallels  abroad,  some  of  which  bear  inscriptions 
invoking  Bast,  proving  that  these  cat-families  were  considered 
appropriate  offerings  to  the  goddess  with  whom  the  cat  was  asso- 
ciated in  Egyptian  thought.  In  this  example  the  old  cat  is  lying 
down,  three  of  the  kittens  are  contentedly  procuring  their  nourish- 
ment, the  fourth  has  jumped  up  on  the  mother's  neck  while  she 
throws  back  her  head,  somewhat  in  annoyance,  to  avoid  the  kitten's 
playful  movements.  The  artist  of  this  piece  was  emancipated  from 
all  the  rigid  trammels  which  controlled  the  representation  of  the 
human  form  in  Egyptian  art.  Even  our  figure  of  the  Soul  of  Pe, 
bold  as  its  pose  is,  conforms  to  the  so-called  law  of  frontality, 
whereby  the  median  line  of  the  body  is  without  curve,  but  the  cat 
and  her  kittens  are  as  naturalistic  a  group  as  any  modern  artist  could 
produce.  The  spirit  of  the  group  is  that  of  Greek  genre  sculpture 
of  the  Hellenistic  age,  but  it  is  unnecessary  to  suppose  that  the 
composition  was  inspired  by  Greek  influence  when  one  recalls  the 
traditional  interest  of  Egyptian  artists  in  animal  life,  the  intimate, 


'Artificial  patinas  were  unknown  in  antiquity. 


QUARTERLY     BULLETIN 


49 


50  T  H  E     N  E  W-Y  ORK     HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 

often  humorous  appreciation  of  nature  evidenced  in  the  clever, 
audacious  lines  of  many  a  tomb-painting  and  sculptured  detail  of 
earlier  periods. 

In  Fig.  8  is  reproduced  a  group,  now  incomplete,  of  an  enthroned 
divinity  and  human  devotee.  The  inscription  on  the  edge  of  the 
base  proves  that  the  throne  was  once  occupied  by  a  statuette  of 
the  young  god  Harpocrates.  The  tiny  adorer  kneels,  facing  the 
throne,  with  his  hands  on  his  knees  and  his  toes  clinging  to  the 
front  of  the  base.  The  awe-inspiring  presence  of  a  god  was  wonder- 
fully suggested  in  this  small  work  by  the  disparity  in  size  between 
the  deity  and  the  humble  worshipper.  Probably  the  figure  of 
Harpocrates  and  the  throne  were  a  reduced  copy  of  some  well- 
known  temple  statue.  An  interesting  parallel  is  afforded  by  a  relief 
in  the  temple  of  Philae  in  which  the  Emperor  Tiberius  is  represented 
offering  the  crowns  of  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt  to  Harpocrates 
who  is  seated  on  a  throne  of  just  this  design.  The  lions  in  our 
piece  are  effectively  modelled;  they  seem  conscious  of  the  weight 
of  the  throne,  yet  fully  equal  to  carrying  it.  That  the  beasts  should 
actually  bear  the  god  on  their  backs  is  only  the  natural  development 
of  Egyptian  design.  An  earlier  and  naiver  age  designed  chairs  and 
couches  with  legs  in  the  form  of  lion's  legs,  moreover,  so  differen- 
tiated that  the  back  supports  of  the  piece  of  furniture  were  the 
lion's  hind  legs  and  the  front  supports  the  lion's  fore  legs,  but  by 
the  Nineteenth  Dynasty  (ca.  1200  B.  C.)  we  occasionally  find 
entire  figures  of  lions  forming  the  sides  of  the  king's  palanquin  and 
in  the  late  period  this  type  of  throne  was  very  popular,  penetrating 
even  far  to  the  South  into  Meroitic  territory.  The  dedicator  of  this 
bronze  was  "Pen-khepri,  son  of  Pedi-amon."  Like  the  preceding 
figures,  exclusive  of  the  first*  its  extant  parts  were  cast  solid  in  one 
piece,  with  the  exception  of  the  seat  of  the  throne  which  seems  to  be 
a  separate  strip  of  metal  welded  to  the  lion's  backs.  Besides  the 
god's  figure,  something — possibly  standards  such  as  were  carried 
before  the  cult-statues  in  temple  processions— is  missing  from  the 
four  sockets  in  front  of  the  throne. 

A  typical  statuette  of  the  same  youthful  god  Harpocrates,  so 
dear  to  the  hearts  of  the  common  folk  of  Egypt,  is  represented  in 
F  ig.  9.  He  is  quite  nude,  wearing  only  the  royal  crowns  of  Upper 
and  Lower  Egypt,  one  within  the  other,  and  a  single  long  braided 
side-lock,  curled  up  at  the  end,  which  was  characteristic  of  Egyp- 
tian children  and  therefore  attributed  to  the  child-god.  The  stat- 
uette is  of  good  quality,  but  its  title  to  special  mention  here  is  found 
in  the  unusual  feature  of  the  small  box  cast  in  one  piece  with  the 


QUARTERLY    BULLETIN  51 

base  and  figure.  This  box,  set  on  four  little  supports,  has  an  interior 
space  of  only  1.7  x  1.3  x  1.1  cm.,  sufficient,  however,  to  hold  some 
tiny,  precious  amulet,  and  this  was  its  probable  purpose.  The 
cover  of  the  box  is  a  separate  piece,  arched  and  having  a  small  frog 
on  top.  A  bent  wire,  passing  through  two  eyelets  on  the  box  and 
one  on  the  cover,  thus  forming  a  simple  hinge,  seems  to  be  ancient, 
as  it  is  hammered,  not  drawn.  The  two  knobs,  one  on  the  box,  the 
other  on  the  cover,  were  of  use  when  securing  the  box's  contents  by 
the  only  means  the  Egyptians  knew,  namely,  by  passing  a  string 
back  and  forth  around  the  knobs,  then  pressing  a  lump  of  wax  or 
clay  on  the  knot  and  stamping  this  with  the  owner's  seal.  Such 
a  procedure  obviously  afforded  no  physical  protection,  for  anyone 
could  easily  break  the  seal,  but  it  served  nevertheless  to  mark 
ownership  and  to  deter  the  right-minded  from  tampering  with  the 
property  thus  sealed. 

The  last  two  statuettes  to  be  considered  have  no  perceptible 
connection  with  the  gods.  The  solidly  cast  and  exceedingly  heavy 
bronze  figure  of  a  negro,  kneeling,  with  his  hands  tied  behind  his 
back,  is  seemingly  unique  (Figs.  10  and  11;  ht.,  14.3  cm.).  The 
man  is  a  captive,  of  course,  but  what  was  the  purpose  of  the  figure? 
In  the  Society's  collections  there  is  also  a  faience  statuette  of  a 
negro  captive,  in  just  this  position,  which  is  only  2.5  cm.  high. 
This  tiny  figure  was  probably  an  amulet,  but  the  large  size  of  the 
bronze  precludes  the  same  conjecture  for  it.  There  is  no  clear 
evidence  that  the  Egyptians  produced  works  of  pure  genre,  that 
is  works  whose  only  purpose  was  to  please  the  spectator.  Possi- 
bly our  bronze  was  once  part  of  a  larger  piece.  Some  support  to 
this  theory  is  given  by  the  bridge  of  metal  between  the  feet,  seen 
in  Fig.  11,  which  formed  the  bottom  of  an  opening  into  which  a 
rectangular  dowel  may  have  fitted.  In  relief  sculpture  and  paintings 
negro  captives  are  occasionally  shown  trampled  upon  by  the  king;  the 
figure  might  thus  conceivably  have  been  attached  to  the  footstool 
of  a  royal  statue.  But  for  the  present  it  must  be  classed  among  the 
puzzles  which  the  Abbott  collection,  like  every  collection  of  varied 
and  individual  works  of  art,  is  bound  to  yield.  The  uncertainty  as 
to  the  original  utility  of  the  figure  need  in  no  wise  lessen  our  interest 
in  the  convincing  realism  of  the  negro  features,  the  flat  nose,  high 
cheek  bones,  and  thick  lips,  or  in  the  admirable  rendering  of  the 
strain  to  the  chest  and  shoulders  occasioned  by  the  position  of  the 
arms. 

The  statuette  which  closes  the  present  series  (Fig.  12)  is  the  por- 
trait of  an  Egyptian  priest  made  to  be  deposited  for  a  special  pur- 
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pose  in  his  tomb  or  in  a  sanctuary.  The  arms  of  the  figure  were 
cast  separately  and  doweled  into  the  shoulders;  tangs  on  the  bottoms 
of  the  feet  provided  for  its  attachment  to  a  wooden  base.  The 
statuette  is  noticed  here  because  small  bronzes  of  this  class  are 
comparatively  uncommon  and  because  the  extraordinary  vitality 
of  the  characterization  gives  it  a  place  all  its  own.  The  pose  is  the 
traditional  one  which  had  come  down  from  early  times — left  foot 
advanced,  the  right  arm  at  the  side,  the  left  arm  bent  at  the  elbow, 
with  hand  grasping  a  staff  (now  missing,  but  the  hand  is  drilled  for 
its  insertion).  The  man  wears  a  short,  pleated  kilt  and  carries  a 
kerchief  in  his  lowered  hand.  His  body  is  spare  and  slender  at  the 
waist,  his  ears  project,  his  eyes  are  prominent,  his  nose  is  thick  and 
big,  his  lips  protrude  and  have  the  corners  raised,  and  he  has  almost 
no  chin;  his  shaven  skull  reveals  his  calling.  Such  was  the  appear- 
ance of  a  member  of  the  all-powerful  priesthood  when  ancient 
Egypt  was  approaching  the  end  of  her  long  career. 

Caroline  Ransom  Williams. 
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ORIGINAL  DOCUMENTS  FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 
OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Baptisms  of  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church,  N.  Y.  City 

i  804- i  809 

The  following  baptisms  were  performed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Miller,  who  was  the  collegiate  pastor  of  the  church  1793-1813.  The 
original  record  is  in  his  handwriting  and  was  presented  to  the  Society 
by  Miss  Margaret  Miller,  of  Princeton,  N.  J.,  May  4,  1906. 

1804 

January  11th     Peter   Anderson,    Son    of   Samuel    Cowdrey    &    Elizabeth 
Anderson,  his  Wife,  born  October  11*  1803. 

January  30     Rebecca,  Daughter  of  Vulcart  Van  Huysen,  &  Mary  Evans 
his  Wife,  born  Sept^    23  1803. 

February  Is}     Elizabeth,    Daughter    of    James    Breath    and     Elizabeth 
Leggett,  his  Wife,  born  January  9   1804. 

February  Is}     James  Saunders,  Son  of  James  Breath  &  Elizabeth  Leggett, 
his  wife,  born  March  i8!h  1802. 

February  12     John,  Son  of  Aaron  Crygier  &  Mary  Werts,  his  wife,  born 
Sept1:    3?   1803. 

Feb?   14     Benjamin  Titus,  Son  of  Enoch  Conckling,   &  Mary  June,  his 
wife,  born  February  4,  1800. 

FebY   14     Edward   Piatt,    Son    of  Enoch  Conckling,   &  Mary  June,  his 
wife,  born  Dec!:    4  1801. 

Feb?   14     Mary  Wheeler,  Daughter  of  Enoch  Conckling,   &  Mary  June, 
his  wife,  born  January  19,  1804. 

Feb?   15     Margaret  Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  John  Caldwell,  &  Ann  Higin- 
botham,  his  Wife,  born  January  19  1804. 

Feb?   16     William,  Son  of  William  Carson,   &  Catherine  Dougherty,  his 
Wife,  born  November  16  1804. 

February  i</.h     Caroline,  Daughter  of  Samuel  L.  Whitlock,  &  Elizabeth 
Wessels,  his  Wife — born  Sept^    26  1803. 

February  25     Alfred  Lincoln,  Son  of  Isaac  Ross  Winans,  &  Eliza  Kip,  his 
Wife  horn,  Dec1   31  1803. 
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March  4     Mary  Ann,  Daughter  of  George  Tappen,  &  Isabella  Moores, 
his  Wife,  born  January  16,  1804. 

March  6     David  Clark,  Son  of  Robert  Buchan  &  Ann  Amos,  his  Wife, 
born  January  Ist  1804. 

March  10     Cornelius  James,  Son  of  John  M.  Bradford,  &  Abigail  Field, 
his  Wife,  born  February  10     1804. 

March  12     Anna  Maria,  Daughter  of  Thomas  Richards,  &  Mary  Bancker, 
his  Wife,  born  Jany   18    1804. 

March  14     Sarah  Ann,  Daughter  of  David  Stebbins  &  Sarah  Cowdrey, 
his  Wife,  born,  Feby   17    1804. 

March  15     William,  Son  of  Duncan  Phyfe,  &  Rachel  Lauzeder,  his  Wife, 
born  October  2d   1803. 

March  15     Margaret,  Daughter  of  William  Fraser,  &  Sarah  Whitlock,  his 
Wife,  born  February  3    1804. 

March  15     Daniel,  Son  of  John  Bain,  &  Ann  Mairhead,  his  Wife,  born 
December  21st  1803. 

March  18     Hannah,    Daughter   of  Peter   Slesman    &   Abigail   Fordham, 
(Widow  Blank)  his  Wife,  born  Feby  3    1804. 

March  21     Benjamin,   Son  of  William  Wright,   &  Margaret  Marsh,  his 
Wife,  born  January  24   1804. 

March  23     William,  Son  of  William  Bryden,  &  Ann  Glenn,  his  Wife,  born 
February  18    1804. 

March  25     Elizabeth,    Daughter    of    George    Mc  Donald    &    Elizabeth 
Stewart  his  Wife,  born  March  4th  1804. 

March  25     Sarah  Ann,  Daughter  of  Thomas  Casey,  &  Elizabeth  Rodgers, 
his  Wife,  born  March  26  1803. 

April  8     John  Gilmour,  Son  of  John  Morris,  and  Priscilla  Ford,  his  wife, 
born  March  19th    1804. 

April  10     James  Carmichael,  Son  of  William  Dustan,  &  Sarah  Martin, 
his  Wife,  born  December  7th  1803. 

April  11     Susannah    Matilda,    Daughter   of  John    Cheesman,    &    Rachel 
Armstrong,  his  Wife,  born  January  20   1804. 

April  15     Daniel,  Son  of  Daniel  Irving  &  Mary  De  Witt,  his  Wife,  born 
November  17   1803. 

April  22     William,  Son  of  John  Armstrong,  &  Frances  Duesenbury,  his 
Wife,  born  August  9th,  1803. 
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May  i     Charles,  Son  of  Samuel  Wright  &  Phebe  Cheesman,  his  Wife, 
born  April  24   1800. 

May  1     Susanna,   Daughter  of  Samuel  Wright  &  Phebe  Cheesman,  his 
Wife,  born  January  9th  1804. 

May  13     Mary,  Daughter  of  John  Archer,  &  Jane  Greaves,  his  Wife,  born 
"March  1^1804. 

May  27     Jane  Hosack,  Daughter  of  John  Millan,  &  Jane  Hosack,  his  Wife, 
born  February  26  1804. 

June  3     Mary  Valentine,  daughter  of  Lemuel  Smith,  &  Sally  Valentine, 
his  Wife,  born  January  22  1804. 

June  4     John  Kempton,  Son  of  John  Milward,  &  Elizabeth  Kempton,  his 
Wife,  born  February  15th  1804. 

June  5     William  Francis,  Son  of  John  W.  Williams  &  Sarah  Burger,  his 
Wife,  born  April  23     1804. 

June  17     Willian  Son  of  Isaac  Kip,  Junior,   &  Katy  Martin,  his  Wife, 
born  Ap1    27    1804. 

July  3d      Adeline,  Daughter  of  Randal  Mc  Donald,  and  Ann  Cameron,  his 
Wife,  born  February  9    1804. 

July  5     Rebecca,  Daughter  of  Abraham  King,  and  Ann  Day  Fowler,  his 
Wife,  born  May  7th  1804. 

July  13     Sarah  Kemp,  Daughter  of  William  Renwick,  &  Jane  JafFray,  his 
Wife,  born  June  27    1804. 

July  16     Ava,   Son  of  Joseph  Neal,   &  Margaret  Root,  his  Wife,   born 
August  19    1793. 

July  16     Lydia,  Daughter  of  Joseph  Neal,  &  Margaret  Root,  his  Wife, 
born  October  29  1799. 

July  17     Ann  Frances,  Daughter  of  Roger  Strong,  &  Ann  Bradley,  his 
Wife,  born  June  26    1804. 

July  29     Elizabeth,   Daughter  of  Samuel  Miller,   &  Sarah   Sergeant,  his 
Wife,  born  June  5    1804. 

July  29     James,  Son  of  George  Robertson,  &  Jenny  Weir,  his  Wife,  born 
26  Decr    1803. 

July  29     Alexander  Varenne,  Son  of  Daniel  Frazer,  &  Mary  Charlton,  his 
Wife,  born  April  20   1S04. 

Aug1    1     Abraham,  Son  of  Abraham  Slover,  &  Mary  Warner,  his  Wife — 
born  June  6    1S04. 
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Aug1    4     Thomas  Waring,   Son  of  Robert   Steele,   &  Hester  Waring  his 
Wife,  born  May  3    1804. 

Aug1   4     Rebecca,   Daughter  of  Robert  Mc  Hinck,   &  Rebecca  Murray, 
his  Wife,  born  March  25,  1804. 

Aug1    5     Phebe,   Daughter  of  Robert   Provoost,   &  Catherine  Wilsie,  his 
Wife,  born  May  27,  1804. 

Aug1  10     Mary,  Daughter  of  William  Blackstock,  &  Eliza  Maxwell,  his 
Wife,  born  June  2  1804. 

Aug1  22     William,    Son    of  William    Sterling,    &    Isabella    McClure,    his 
Wife,  born  June  22  1804. 

Septr  14     John,  Son  of  Hugh  Graham,  &   his  wife  born 

June  28,  1804. 

Septr  23     Hannah   Eliza,   Daughter  of  John   Fones   &   Elizabeth   Shires, 
his  Wife,  born  July  11  1804. 

Septr  28     Isabella,  Daughter  of  Alexander  Ferguson,  &  Margaret  Robert- 
son, his  Wife,  born  Aug1  29  1804. 

October  5     Mary,  Daughter  of  Thomas  Rogerson,  &  Elizabeth  Halliday, 
his  Wife,  born  Septr  11  1804. 

October  7     Andrew  Alexander,  Son  of  Archibald  Ball,  &  Mary  Kennedy, 
his  Wife,  born  Aug1  18  1804. 

October  7     Miner   Wandell,    Son   of  William    M.   Thurman,    &    Eleanor 
Mace,  his  Wife,  born  Decr  14  1803. 

October         Abraham,    Son   of  Abraham    Slover,    &   Mary   Warner,   his 
Wife,  born  June  6  1804. 

October  12     William,    Son   of  Robert   Alexander,    &   Ann   Dunn   Ayres, 
his  Wife,  born  May  19  1803. 

October  12     James  Maitland,  Son  of  Angus  Kennedy,  &  Ann  Atkinson, 
his  Wife,  born  March  17th  1804. 

October  21     Harriet,    Daughter  of  Samuel   Hutchings,    &   Louis   White- 
head, his  Wife,  born  Septr  4  1804. 

October  22     Sarah,   Daughter  of  George  McCready,    &    Rebecca  Dibbs, 
his  Wife,  born  Novr  25   1802. 

October  22     John,    Son    of    George    McCready,    &    Rebecca    Dibbs,    his 
Wife,  born  January  4  1804. 

October  28     Eleanor,   Daughter  of  James   Braiden,   &  Mary  Arnot,   his 
Wife,  born  Septr  19  1804. 
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October  28     Isabella,  Daughter  of  Robert  Whittet,  &  Margaret  McDon- 
ald,  his  Wife,  born  October  3  1804. 

October  29     Ann    Jane    Maria,    Daughter   of    Daniel    Proudfit,    &   Ann 
Ogilvie,  his  Wife,  born  March  5   1804. 

Nov.  1     Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  Henry  Watkinson,  &  Elizabeth  Wilcocks, 
his  Wife,  born  Septr  17,  1803. 

Nov.   4     Elizabeth,   Daughter  of  John   Williamson,   &  Agnes  Tuel,   his 
Wife,   born   Aug1    26   1804. 

Nov.  4     John,  Son  of  Robert  Hope,  &  Jane   Coulthard,  his  Wife,  born 
Septr  30  1804. 

Nov.   18     Zeruah  Tappen,  Wife  of  John  Donaldson,  born  June  5,  1772. 

Nov.   18     Joanna,  Daughter  of  John  Donaldson,  &  Zeruah  Tappen,  his 
Wife,  born  Nov.  19  1803. 

Nov.   18     John,  Son  of  William  Harrison,  &  Eliza  McCrery,    his    Wife, 
born  October  10  1804. 

Nov.  18     John,  Son  of  William  Nelson,  &  Mary  Harrison,  his  Wife,  born 
October  16  1804. 

Nov.  18     Theodore  Frederick,  Son  of  Elisha  W.  King,  &  Margaret  Vander- 
voort,  his  wife,  born  Septt  12  1804 

Nov.    22     Jane,    Daughter   of  Thomas   Jones,    &    Elizabeth    Maybe   his 
Wife,  born  Aug1  12  1804. 

Dec1"  7     Catharine,  Daughter  of  Henry  C.  Southwick,  &  Mary  Wool,  his 
Wife,  born  October  3,  1804. 

Decr  9     Eleanor,  Daughter  of  Abraham  Van  Alstyne  &  Margaret  Hill, 
his  Wife,  born  Nov.  3  1804. 

Decr  10     Margaret,  Daughter  of  John  Dillen,  &  Arabella  Donnachy,  his 
Wife,  born  Nov.  16  1804. 

Decr  16     William,  Son  of  James  Elkins,  &  Hannah  Guest,  his  Wife,  born 
Nov.  11  1804. 

Decr  20     Jane  Schuyler,  Daughter   of  Andrew  S.  Norwood,    &  Rebecca 
Ogilvie,  his  Wife  born  Novr  22  1804. 

Dec'  22     Juliana    Maria,    Daughter    of    Samuel    Smith,    &    Mary    Scott 
Mc  Knight,  his  Wife,  born  June  27,  1801. 

Dec'  11     Charles    Mc  Knight,    Son    of   Samuel    Smith,     &    Mary    Scott 
Mc  Knight,  born  Septr  29  1803. 

Dec'  22     Mary  Adelaide,   Daughter  of  Robert  Ross,  &  Ann  Sharpe,  his 
W  ife,   born   Aug'  20   1802. 

Dec'  22     William,   Son   of   Walter  T.    Smith,   &  Juliana    Mc  Knight,   his 
Wife,  born  October  29,  1804. 
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Decr  23     Isabella,    Daughter   of   Hugh    Fraser,    &    Isabella    Mc  Donald, 
his  Wife,  born  Nov.  14,  1804. 

Decr  23     Ann  Eliza,  Daughter  of  Paul  Gallaudet,  &  Abigail  Nostrand, 
his  Wife,  born  Nov.  13,  1804. 

Decr  26     William  Mackay,   Son  of  William  Adams,   &  Mary  Aldis,  his 
Wife,  born  Aug1  18  1803. 

1805 

January  6     John,   Son    of  Christopher   Mc  Garry,   &   Jane  Wilson,   his 
Wife,  born  Novr  20  1804. 

January  16     John,  Son  of  George  Nixon,  &  Sarah  Archer,  his  Wife,  born 

Nov1"  I  1804. 

January  16     James,  Son  of  Thomas  Mc  Bride,  &  Ann  Payne,  his  Wife, 
born  Septr  12  1803. 

January   20     Anna   Maria,   Daughter  of  Jephthah   Rainor   &  Ann  Still, 
his  Wife,  born  Novr  11  1804. 

Feb7  10     John,   Son  of  John   Reynolds   &   Eleanor  Harrison,   his  Wife, 
born  December  28  1804. 

Feb7  13     Mary  Crawford,  Daughter  of  Peter  Hattrick,  &  Mary  Crook- 
shank  (Widow  Lee)  his  Wife,  born  Nov1"  9  1804. 

Feb7   17     Andrew  Wallace,   Son  of  Andrew  Brown,   &  Mary   Ellis,   his 
Wife,  born  January  23   1805. 

Feb7  19     Washington,  Son  of  John  Harrison  Penny,  to  Elizabeth  Penny, 
his  Wife,  born  February  8  1805. 

Feb7  26     John   Brower,   Son   of  Robert    Dill,   &   Eliza  Myer,   his  Wife, 
born  January  4  1805. 

March  3     Jane,  Daughter  of  John  Feamster,   &  Margaret  Donley,  his 
Wife,  born  Decr  5  1804. 

March    5     Samuel,    Son   of  Thomas    Shapter    &   Margaret    Sterling   his 
Wife,  born  Jan7  13  1805. 

March  6     Margaret  Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  John  Aspinwall  & 

Howland,  his  Wife,  born ■ 

March   7     John,   Son   of  Moses    Porter,    &  Agnes   Caruthers,   his   Wife, 
born    February    6th    1805. 

March  9     Margaret,  Daughter  of  James  Jack  &  Isabella  Mc  Bean,  his 
Wife,  born  January  18th  1805. 

March  14     Eliza  Megget,  Daughter  of  Robert  Megget  Steel,  &  Isabella 
White,  his  Wife,  born  Decr  7th  1804. 

March    17     Elizabeth,   Daughter  of  Nathaniel  L/Hommedieu,    &  Lydia 
Moore,  his  Wife,  born  February  28  1805. 
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March    17     John  William,   Son  of  Gad   Ely,   &  Maria  Cropsey   (Widow 
Van  Beuren)  his  Wife,  born  February  6  1805. 

March   24     Solomon,   Son  of  John   Boggs   &  Jane  Cummings,  his  Wife 
born  Decr  28  1804. 

March   29     Sarah  Piatt,  Daughter  of  Elias  Haines  &  Mary  Ogden,  his 
Wife,  born  August  3d  1802. 

March   29     Sidney   Phoenix,   Son  of  Elias   Haines,   &  Mary  Ogden,  his 
Wife,   born   Septr  Ist  1804. 

March   31     Mary  Ann,   Daughter  of  Samuel   Heagon,   &  Ann   Lowrey, 
his  Wife,  born  February  10  1805. 

March    31     Francis,    Son    of  William    Rogers,    &   Ann    Stuyvesant,    his 
Wife,  born  Sepf  7  1804. 

March   31     James,    Son   of  Alexander   Thompson,    &   Jane    Britton,   his 
Wife,  born  Novr  17  1804. 

April  1     Pierre  Cortlandt,  Son  of  Silvanus  Miller,  &  Margaret  Ackerly, 
his  Wife,  born  July  28   1804. 

April  3     Ann   King,   Daughter  of  Robert  Thorburn,   &  Susannah   King, 
his  Wife,  born  Novr  9  1804. 

April  3     Abraham   King,  Son  of  Isaac  Day  &  Sarah  Fowler,  his  Wife, 
born  September  19  1801. 

April  3     Ami  Merritt,  Daughter  of  Isaac  Day  &  Sarah  Fowler,  his  Wife, 
born  Decr  20  1803. 

Ap1   7     William   George,   Son  of  William   Coley,   &   Deborah   Riley,  his 
Wife,   born   March    12    1805. 

April  7     Urcilla  Mc  Cutchin,  Daughter  of  John  Oliver  &  Isabella  Smith, 

his  Wife,  born  March  12  1805. 
Ap1   7     George,   Son  of  Nathaniel  L.   Griswold   &  Catharine  E.   Lasher, 

his  Wife,  born  Sept1"  16  1804. 
Ap1  S     James  Thomas,  Son  of  Matthew  Mc  Dowell,  &  Hannah  McFarraw, 

his  Wife,  born  February  25  1804. 
Ap1  17     John,  Son  of  John  Mc  Millan  &  Mary  Mc  Vickar,  his  Wife,  born 

February  10  1805. 
Ap1    28     Harriet  Augusta,   Daughter  of  John   Bancker,   &  Mary  Moore 

Widow   Van  Zandt)   his  Wife,  born  March   19th  1805. 
May   4     Esther,   Daughter  of  John  Thompson,  &  Mary  Henderson  his 

Wife,  bom  March  2i81   1X05. 
May   7     Ann    Bryers,    Daughter  of  Robert  Schoonmaker  Kane,  Abigail 

Moss,  his  Wife,  born  June  12,  1S00. 
May   7     Eliza   Watkins,   Daughter  of  John  Ferris,  &  Eliza  Watkins,  his 

Wife,  born  September  6,  1S04. 
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May   12     Caroline  Ellen  Maria,   Daughter  of  John  A.  Van  Norden,   & 
Margaret  Young,  his  Wife,  born  March   12   1802. 

May  18     John  Anthony  Neal,  Son  of  Gilbert  Yeoman  &  Jane  Mc  Lean, 
his  Wife,  born  May  16  1805. 

May  19     Lavina,  Daughter  of  Abraham  Vande  Water,  &  Martha  Ryer, 
his  Wife,  born  March  19  1805. 

May   19     Charles  Munro,   Son  of  John  Towt   &  Dolly  Gale,  his  Wife, 
born  April  5,  1805. 

May  26     Jehu  Lewis,  an  Adult  person,  born  July  12  1780. 

May   26     Ann   Eliza,    Daughter  of  Jehu   Lewis   &   Elizabeth   Ferguson, 
his  Wife,  born  Ap1  13   1805. 

May  31     Abraham,   Son  of  Abraham   Egbert,   &  Susannah   Emmit,  his 
Wife,  born  April  22  1805. 

June  2     Laura,   Daughter  of  Richard   Burchan   &  Catharine  Ward,  his 
Wife,  born  March  26  1805. 

June  2     Mary  Catharine,  Daughter  of  Robert  Weir,  &  Maria  Brinckley, 
his  Wife,  born  May  29  1805. 

June  30     Catharine,  Daughter  of  Isaac  Van  Dycke,  &  Mary  Van  Alstyne, 
his  Wife,  born  May  3d  1805. 

July  7     John,   Son  of  George  Hugh   Stuart   &  Mary  Johnson,   (Widow 
Mc  Kenzie)  his  Wife,  born  June  29  1805. 

July  7     John,  Son  of  James   Brigham,   &  Esther  Shaw,  his  Wife,  born 
June  5,  1805. 

July  14     William  Henry,  Son  of  John  Russell,  &  Phebe  Maria  Woolley, 
his  Wife,  born  June  Ist  1805. 

July  31     Edward  Mortimer,  Son  of  William  Hervey  Junr  &  Catharine 
Van  Alen,  his  Wife,  born  May  15th  1805. 

August  1     James,  Son  of  William  Mc  Lean  &   Janet  Taylor,  his  Wife, 
born   April   2    1805. 

August  19     Montgomery,  Son  of  David  Logan  &  Janet  Allen  his  Wife, 
born  July  28  1805. 

August  20     Mary  Hamilton,  Daughter  of  James  Culbert,  &  Sarah  Mc  Nail, 
his  Wife,  born  August  Ist  1805. 

Septr  1     Eve  Catharine  Lasher,  Daughter  of  Henry  Allen,  &  Eve  Boggs, 
his  Wife,  born  May  23  1805. 

Septr  1     Jane   Maria,    Daughter   of   Abraham    Taylor,    &   Jane    Lasher, 
his  Wife,  born  Decr  28  1804. 

October  20     Sophia,  Daughter  of  John  Marschalk,  &  Maria  Steddiford,  his 
Wife,  born  July  25   1805. 
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Novr  4     James,  Son  of  Richard  Brownlee,  &  Sarah  Mc  Farren,  his  Wife, 
horn  Novr  2  1805. 

Novr  10     Henry  Abijah,   Son  of  Abijah    Hart,   &  Anny  Hall,  his  Wife, 
born  August  9th  1805. 

Nov1"  n     Catharine  Daughter  of  Thomas  Richards,  &  March  Bancker, 
his  Wife,  born  October  10  1805. 

Novr  16     Anny  Maria,  Daughter  of  Randall  Mc  Donald  &  Anny  Cameron, 
his  Wife,   born   September  22   1805. 

Nov1"  16     Josiah    Elwell,    Son    of  Josiah    Ingersol   &   Susan   Fowler,   his 
Wife,  born  Septr  18  1805. 

Novr  16     Margaret,   Daughter   of  Richard  Mc  Gery  &  Mary  Tate,  his 
Wife,  born  October  25th  1805. 

Novr   22     Nathaniel    Killmaster,    Son   of    John    Thomas    &    Catharine 
Hicks,  his  Wife,  born  Decr  24  1802. 

Nov1"  22     Mary  Ann,  Daughter  of  John  Thomas,  &  Catharine  Hicks,  his 
Wife,  born  January  7th  1805. 

Nov1"  24     Catharine,  Daughter  of  Robert  Ainslie,  &  Elizabeth  Ann  Tilfer, 
his  Wife,  born  Septr  26  1805. 

Dec1"  2     William,   Son  of  William    Harrison,   &  Catharine  Van  Alstyne, 
his  Wife,  born  October  24  1805. 

Dec1"  3     Jane,  Daughter  of  Francis    McUlley,   &  Mary  Knox,  his  Wife, 
born  Septr  17  1805. 

Dec1"  6     Horatio  Nelson,  Son  of  John  Walker,  &  Mary  Ann  McDonald, 
his  Wife,  'born  Nov1"  7th   1805. 

Dec1"  8     Alexander  Thompson,  Son  of  Henry  Beams,  &  Margaret  George 
his  Wife,  born,  August  31   1805. 

Dec1"  8     John  Nisbet,  Son  of  John  Storry,  &  Ann  Tremper,  (Widow  Mc 
Gregor)  his  Wife,  born  Aug1  25  1805. 

Dec1"  12     Marshel     Grove,    Son    of  Grove   Wright,    and    Sarah    Richard 
Caswell,  his  Wife,  born  Septr  7  1805. 

Dec1"  18     Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  John  Caldwell  &  Ann  Higginbotham,  his 
Wife,   born  Sept1"  21st  1805. 

Dec'  18     Mary  Caldwell,   Daughter  of  John    Parks,   &   Flora  Caldwell, 
his  Wife,   born   March   9th   1804. 

Dec'  27     Alexander  William,  Son  of  Alexander  Smith,  and  Helen  John- 
ston, his  Wife,  horn  October  10th  1805. 

Dec'  30     Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  Walter  Buchanan,  &  Annabella  Brownlie, 
his  Wife,   born  Septr  16   1S04. 
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FORE! 

In  our  last  we  published  an  early  mention  of  Golf  in  America 
as  noted  in  the  inventory  of  the  estate  of  Governor  William  Burnet 
dated  1729.  This  item  attracted  the  keen  attention  of  our  fellow 
member  the  Honorable  Russell  Benedict.  His  Honor  quotes  the 
following  extract  of  an  Ordinance  of  New  Netherland  passed  Decem- 
ber 10,  1659. 

"The  W.  Commissary  and  Commissaries  of  Fort  Orange  and 
Village  of  Beverwyck,  having  heard  divers  complaints  from  the 
Burghers  of  this  place,  against  playing  at  Golf  along  the  streets, 
which  causes  great  damage  to  the  Windows  of  the  Houses,  and 
exposes  people  to  the  danger  of  being  wounded,  and  is  contrary 
to  the  freedom  of  the  Public  Streets;  Therefore  their  Worships, 
wishing  to  prevent  the  same,  forbid  all  persons  playing  Golf  in 
the  Streets,  on  pain  of  forfeiting  fl.  25  for  each  person  who  shall  be 
found  doing  so." 

Justice  Benedict  contends  that  the  game  is  of  Dutch  origin  and 
not  Scotch  as  is  generally  believed. 

SOCIETY  NOTES. 

Preceding  the  Lecture  on  "The  Canadian  Rockies"  on  May  7th 
before  the  Society,  the  President,  Mr.  John  A.  Weekes,  addressed 
the  members  and  their  friends,  calling  attention  to  the  fiftieth 
anniversary  of  Mr.  Robert  H.  Kelby's  services  with  The  New  York 
Historical  Society.  Mr.  Weekes  stated  briefly  the  progress  of  the 
Society  since  May  1,  1868  when  Mr.  Kelby  entered  the  Library  as  an 
assistant  and  attributed  a  very  considerable  increase  of  the  Collec- 
tions and  funds  of  the  Society  to  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Kelby  during  the 
half  century  of  his  employment.  Upon  the  conclusion  of  his 
remarks  Mr.  Weekes  presented  Mr.  Kelby  with  Liberty  Bonds  as  a 
slight  token  of  the  appreciation  of  his  many  friends  who  subscribed 
to  this  gift  in  remembrance  of  the  Golden  Anniversary. 

Mr.  Kelby  was  further  honored  on  this  occasion  by  his  election 
as  a  member  of  The  American  Antiquarian  Society,  Worcester. 
Mass.,  Life  Member  of  The  American  Museum  of  Natural  History, 
an  honorary  Life  Member  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic  Pre- 
servation Society  and  an  Honorary  Member  of  The  New  York 
Genealogical  and  Biographical  Society. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  on  May  21,  1918 
the  Librarian  was  invited  to  sit  for  his  portrait  which  is  to  be  placed 
in  the  Gallery  of  the  Society. 
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The  President  appointed  John  E.  Stillwell,  M.  D.  a  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee  of  the  First  Class  ending  1919  to  fill  the 
unexpired  term  of  Edwin  W.  Orvis,  resigned. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  on  May  21,  1918 
the  following  members  were  appointed  a  "Field  Exploration  Com- 
mittee of  The  New  York  Historical  Society"  with  power  to  add  to  it 
numbers:  Mr.  William  L.  Calver,  Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton, 
Dr.  William  S.  Thomas,  Mr.  Samuel  V.  HofTman,  Mr.  Charles  M. 
Lefferts,  and  Mr.  Alexander  J.  Wall. 

Mr.  Bolton's  article  in  this  number  fully  sets  forth  the  work 
and  plan  of  the  "Field  Exploration  Committee." 

The  following  gentlemen  have  been  elected  Members  of  The 
Society: 

Life  Members.  Annual  Members.  Annual  Members. 

Charles  W.  Gould  Stevenson  Taylor         Henry  E.  Meeker 

Walter  Jennings  Mitchell  Kennerley      Charles  E.  Sampson 

Shipley  Jones  Frederic  Potts  Moore  Arthur  H.  Masten 

William  J.  Matheson     Henry  S.  Reynolds      John  Coleridge  Travis 
Wm.  Church  Osborn     George  J.  Baldwin        Winthrop  Parker 
Benson  Bennett  Sloan    William  D.  Murphy     Parmly  S.  Clapp 

Chaplain  Roswell  Randall  Hoes  was  elected  an  Associate  mem- 
ber of  the  Society. 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton  for  an 
exhaustive  scientific  report  on  the  heating  and  ventilating  system 
of  the  building  and  suggested  improvements  in  the  same. 

Our  thanks  are  due  Mrs.  Grant  Williams  and  Mr.  Bolton  for 
their  articles  appearing  in  this  number. 

Two  large  Bulletin  Boards  have  been  erected  on  the  76th  and 
77th  Street  lots  of  the  Society's  property. 

Necrology. 

Stanley  W.  Dexter  a  member  of  the  Executive  Committee  1913- 
1918  and  of  the  society  since  1897,  died  March  24,  1918  in  the  61st 
year  of  his  age. 

Rev.  Pelham  St.  George  Bissell  a  life  member  since  1887  died 
April  2,  191 8  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J. 

Mrs.  William  Brookfield,  a  life  member  since  1909  died  April 
4,  [918  at  New  York,  N.  Y. 

James  A.  Scrvmser  a  member  since  1910,  died  April  21,  1918 
in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 
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Edwin  O.  Wood  a  life  member  since  1917  died  April  23,  1918  in 
the  57th  year  of  his  age. 

Ripley  Hitchcock  a  life  member  since  1905  died  May  4,  1918  in 
the  61st  year  of  his  age. 

Francis  Livingston  Wandell  a  member  since  1904  died  May  7, 
191 8  at  Saddle  River,  New  Jersey. 

William  Herbert  a  member  since  1909  died  June  7,  191 8  in  the 
66th  year  of  his  age. 

James  Douglas,  a  life  member  since  1910  died  June  25,  1918  in 
the  81st  year  of  his  age. 

LIBRARY  NOTES 

The  exhibition  of  "American  Caricatures,"  which  has  been  on 
view  since  May  will  remain  during  July. 

The  Reading  Room  has  been  greatly  improved  by  the  installa- 
tion of  gates  and  tables  in  place  of  the  exhibition  cases  which  have 
been  removed  to  the  "New  York"  and  "Portrait"  rooms. 


The  Executive  Committee  has  ordered  the  building  of  new  stacks 
on  the  Library  floor  in  the  Reading  Room  to  be  installed  with  a 
mezzanine  gallery  under  the  present  high  gallery.  The  north  end 
of  this  room  will  be  especially  equipped  with  steel  compartment 
stacks  and  wired  glass  doors  into  which  the  manuscript  Collections 
of  the  Society  will  be  placed.  The  present  stacks  are  to  be  removed 
to  the  Gallery  floor  which  will  yield  much  needed  additional  space 
for  the  growing  library. 

Through  the  courtesy  of  the  New  York  Society  Library  The 
New  York  Historical  Society  is  reproducing  in  fac-simile  by  the 
photostat  process  the  unique  file  of  The  New  York  Gazette  1726- 
1729  the  first  newspaper  published  in  New  York  established  in 
I72S  by  William  Bradford,  the  first  printer  in  the  Colony.  Other 
files  of  this  newspaper  to  be  reproduced  are  in  the  possession  of 
New  York  Public  Library,  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  and 
this  Society.  Several  Libraries  throughout  the  Country  have 
subscribed  for  these  reproductions.  Further  subscriptions  will  be 
received  at  the  Library  of  the  Society,  at  a  cost  of  about  eighty- 
four  dollars  for  the  set  of  four  volumes  unbound  covering  the  above 
period  1726-1729. 

The  Library  is  indebted  to  Mr.  James  H.  Hyde  a  member  of  the 
Society,  for  a  complete  file  to  date,  of  "The  Stars  and  Stripes"  the 
official  newspaper  of  the  American  Expeditionary  Force  in  France. 
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PRINCIPAL  LIBRARY  ACCESSIONS 

ART. 

Le  Musee  Royal  Publi'  Par  Henri  Laurant.     6  volumes,  presented  by 

Gherardi  Davis. 
"The  Gallery  of  Art."     4  volumes,  presented  by  Albro  R.  Carman. 

BIOGRAPHY 

A  Biographical  Dictionary  of  Eminent  Scotsmen.     Originally  Edited  by 

Robert  Chambers.     Supplemental  Volume.     By  Rev.  Thos.  Thomson. 

1 854-1 855  9  volumes,  Glasgow,  Presented  by  William  M.  MacBean. 
Unpublished  Freneauana.     Edited  by  Charles  F.  Heartman.     New  York 

1918. 
The  Life  of  The  Rt.  Hon.  Sir  Charles  W.  Dilke,  Bart.,  M.  P.  by  Stephen 

Gwynn,  M.  P.  and  Gertrude  M.  Tuckwell.  2  volumes.    New  York  1917. 
James  Monroe  Buckley.     By  George  Preston  Mains.     New  York  1917. 

Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Memories  of  Great  Men  and  Events  1840-1861.     By  Baker  A.  Jamison, 

New  York  1917.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Louise   E.    Bettens.      New  York    191 8.      Presented   by   Edward   Detraz 

Bettens. 
Paul  Jones,  His  Exploits  in  English  Seas  during  1778-1780.     By  Don  C. 

Seitz,  New  York  1917.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

GENEALOGY 

Genealogical  Chart  of  some  of  the  Descendants  of  John  Trumbull  of 
Newcastle-on-Tyne,  Northumberland,  England  &  Rowley  in  the 
Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay.  By  Mrs.  Louis  Richmond  Chaney 
and  Miss  E.  Trumbull  Stickney. 

The  Family  of  Mrs.  Louise  E.  Bettens.  New  York  1918.  Presented  by 
Edward  Detraz  Bettens. 

The  Ancestors  and  Descendants  of  Humphrey  Nichols  of  Newark,  N.  J. 
and  of  his  brothers  and  sisters  by  Frederic  C.  Torrey,  A.M.,  Lake- 
hurst,  N.  J.,  191 7.     Presented  by  George  L.  Nichols. 

LOCAL  AND  STATE  HISTORY 

Historical  Sketch  of  the  Seventh  Regiment  National  Guard  of  New  York. 

Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Typewritten   records   of  the   Reformed   Dutch   Church   of  Middleburgh, 

Schoharie    Co.,    N    Y.     Edited    by    Royden    Woodward    Vosburgh. 

\Y\\  York  City,  March  191 8. 
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Archives   De  La   Province   De  Quebec.     By   Pierre-George   Roy.     1917. 
Vital  Records  of  Harvard,  Mass.     To  the  year  1850  compiled  by  Thomas 

W.  Baldwin,  A.  B.,  S.  B.,  Boston,  Mass.     1917. 
History  of  Long  Island  from  its  Discovery  and  Settlement  to  the  Present 

time.     By  Benjamin  F.  Thompson.     3  volumes,  New  York  191 8. 
History  of  the  Rockaways  from  1685-1917.     By  Alfred  H.  Bellot,  Rocka- 

way,  N.  Y.  1918. 
Vital  Records  of  Stoneham,  Mass.,  to  the  end  of  the  year  1849.     Salem, 

Mass.  191 8.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
The  West  Florida  Controversy,  1 798-1 813.     A  study  in  American  Diplo- 
macy.    By    Isaac    Joslin    Cox.     Baltimore,    Md.,    191 8.     Presented 

by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Typewritten  Records  of  Family  Cemeteries  near  Schenectady,  New  York. 

Presented  by  Mrs.  Frederick  Dwight. 
Vital  Records  of  Belfast,  Maine,  Vol.  I;  Births  Edited  by  Alfred  Johnson, 

A.  M.,  Litt.  D.,  [Boston]  1917. 

MANUSCRIPTS 

English  Franked-Letter  Autographs.  Collected  by  The  Rev.  Robert 
Bolton,  of  Pelham  Priory.  18 16-1834,  2  Volumes,  and  19  miscel- 
laneous manuscripts.     Presented  by  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton. 

Universal  Classic  Manuscripts,  Fac-similes  from  Originals,  2  Volumes, 
Washington  1901.     Presented  by  Albro  R.  Carman,  M.D. 

A.  L.  S.  G.  Washington  to  Honble  Major  General  Green,  dated  Head 
Quarters,  Nov.  8,  1776.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

Fifty-four  manuscript  letters  relating  to  the  war  1 861-1865,  from  the  Estate 
of  Mrs.  Eliza  Woolsey  Howland,  presented  through  Mr.  Charles  H. 
Russell. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-five  miscellaneous  manuscripts  consisting  of 
Court  Orders,  bail  bonds,  deeds,  etc.,  1 796-1 801,  Muster-out  rolls, 
N.  G.  S.  N.  Y.  1875-1876.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

Eighty-four  letters  of  Edwin  W.  Clark  &  Frederick  O.  Clark  relating  to  the 
Abolition  Party  at  Oswego,  New  York  1 830-1 854;  38  deeds  to  prop- 
erty in  Oswego  and  Rochester,  1 828-1 839;  80  family  letters  of  the 
Mosely,  Sharland,  Clark  &  Dunham  families,  1 807-1 873.  Presented 
by  James  T.  Clark. 

MAPS 

Plan  of  the  City  of  New  York,  no  date.     Presented  by  Mr.  R.  C.  Colman. 
Twenty-six  atlases  of  New  York  City  and  vicinity  1883-1916.     Presented 
by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 


68  T  H  E     N  E  W-Y  ORK     HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 

NEWSPAPERS 

Virginia  Gazette  or  American  Advertiser  Jan.  7,  1780;  Charlestown 
Courier,  March  9,  1865;  Christian  Banner,  Fredericksburgh,  Va., 
June  18,  1862.     Presented  by  Miss  Laura  Lacey  Leggett. 

The  Owl,  Dec.  26,  1801;  The  Telescope,  Dec.  25,  1824;  20  Nos.  of  the 
New  York  Weekly  Museum,  1 802-1 804.  Presented  by  Hopper 
Striker  Mott. 

Newburgh  Daily  Journal  1 862-1 868;  Newburgh  Gazette  1 840-1 842; 
Highland  Courier  1 848-1 850;  Newburgh  Highland  Chieftain  1859- 
1862;  Newburgh  Telegraph  1 836-1 840;  Newburgh  Weekly  Journal 
1 862-1 864.     Presented   by  The  American  Antiquarian   Society. 

WAR  BOOKS 

A  survey  of  International   Relations  between  the  U.   S.   and  Germany, 

August  1,  1914 — April  6,  1917.     By  James  Brown  Scott,  New  York 

1917.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Deductions  from  The  World  War.     By  Baron  von  Freytag-Loringhoven, 

New  York  191 8.     Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
The  Great  War,  Volume  II.  by  George  H.  Allen,  Ph.D.  and  Admiral  F. 

E.  Chadwick,  U.  S.  N.  Philadelphia,  [1916]. 
How  to  Recognize  The  Rank  of  Uncle  Sam's  Men  Afloat  and  Ashore. 

Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 
Joseph   Pennell's  Pictures  of  War  Work  in  England,  Philadelphia  1917. 

Presented  by  Samuel  V.  Hoffman. 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  MUSEUM 

The  following  Pintard  family  heirlooms  were  presented  by  Miss  Helen 
M.  Turner,  May  18,  1918.    Two  hair  bracelets  worn  by  the  late  Sophie 

A.  and  Emily  N.  Turner,  granddaughters  of  John  Pintard;  Mosaic 
breastpin  worn  by  Mrs.  L.  Clark,  granddaughter  of  John  Pintard; 
locket  worn  by  Mrs.  George  Hancock,  granddaughter  of  John  Pin-j 
raid;  breastpin  worn  by  Helen  Davidson  Turner,  great  granddaughter! 
of  John  Pintard. 

A  glass  pestle,  two  glass  tubes,  and  a  chair  used  by  Asher  B.  Durand,  the 
Durand  family  Bible,  Erie  Canal  Medal,  Jackson  and  Brackenridge 
Medal  [856,  Centennial  Medal  of  Independence  Hall,  1776-1876. 
Presented  by  Miss  Nora  Durand  Woodman,  granddaughter  of  Asher 

B.  Durand." 
A  knife  and  belt  marked  "C.  S."  found  by  the  late  Rev.  Dr.  Roswell  D. 

Hitchcock  on  the  battle  field  of  Gettysburg,  Julv  1863.  Presented 
by  Bradford  W.  Hitchcock. 
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Epaulet  presented  by  General  de  La  Fayette  to  Captain  Samuel  Craig  of 
the  ist  Regiment,  Penn.  Line  1 777-1 781.  Presented  by  Miss  Louisa 
B.  Craig,  through  Mrs.  S.  Vernon  Mann,  Jr. 

An  Ushebti  of  the  26th  Dynasty.     Presented  by  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton. 

ADDITIONS  TO  THE  GALLERY  OF  ART 

The  following  family  portraits  were  presented  by  Mr.  Henry  P.  McGown, 

April  3,    1918: 
Portrait  of  Margaret  Benson,  mother  of  Margaret  Benson  McGown  and 

wife  of  Samson  Benson,  artist  unknown 
Portrait  of  Margaret  Benson  McGown,  (1776-185 1)  daughter  of  Samson 

Benson,  Jr.,  and  wife  of  Andrew  McGowan,  ist,  artist  unknown. 
Portrait   of  Andrew   McGown,    2nd,    (1785-1870)    painted  by  James   H. 

Wright. 
Portrait  of  Eliza  A.  S.  Ferris  (1 800-1 890)  wife  of  Andrew  McGowan  2nd, 

painted  by  James  H.  Wright. 
Portrait  of  Andrew  McGown,   3rd    (1865-1873)   son  of  Judge  Henry  P. 

McGown,  painted  by  James  H.  Wright. 

The  following  paintings  were  presented  by  Miss  Nora  Durand  Woodman, 

granddaughter  of  Asher  B.  Durand,  June  4,  1918. 
Portrait  of  Asher  B.  Durand,  painted  by  Eliab  Metcalf. 
Portrait  of  Lucy  Baldwin  Durand,  painted  by  Asher  B.  Durand. 
Portrait  of  John  Durand  (1794-1821)  Miniature  on  ivory,  by  Asher  B. 

Durand,  the  only  minature  painted  by  the  artist. 

Four  Volumes  and  144  separate  pencil  studies  by  Asher  B.  Durand. 

The  Abeel  family  portraits  bequest  of  the  late  George  Abeel,  received 

May  15,  1918.     Artists  unknown. 
Portrait  of  Marie  Abeel  (1666-         )  daughter  of  Christopher  Janse  Abeel 

and  Neiltje  Jans  Kroom  and  wife  of  Garret  Duyckinck. 
Portrait  of  Garret  Duyckinck  (1660-1710). 
Portrait  of  Garret  Abeel  (1734-1799)  son  of  David  and  Mary  (Duyckinck) 

Abeel. 
Portrait  of  Mary  Byvanck  Abeel  (         -1795)  wife  of  Garret  Abeel. 
Portrait  of  Garret  Byvanck  Abeel  (1768-1829)  son  of  Garret  Abeel  and 

Mary  (Byvanck)  Abeel. 
Portrait  of  John  H.  Abeel  (1815-1896)  son  of  Garret  B.  Abeel. 
Portrait  of  Catherine  Emeline  (Strobel)  Abeel,  wife  of  John  H.  Abeel. 
Portrait  of  John  Fisher  of  the  firm  of  J.  Fisher  and  R.  Fisher  of  New  York 

City.     First  Flint  Glass  makers  in  the  United  States.     Painted  by 

F.  R.  Spencer  1856.     Presented  by  his  grandniece,  Mrs.  R.  P.  Graham 

June  19,  1918. 
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The  New- York  Historical  Society,  founded  in  the  year  1804,  and 
incorporated  in  1809,  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  discovering, 
procuring  and  preserving  whatever  may  relate  to  the  natural,  civil, 
literary  and  ecclesiastical  history  of  the  United  States  in  general 
and  of  this  State  in  particular.  Also  to  establish  and  maintain 
collections  in  Art  and  Archaeology. 

The  building  of  the  Society  on  Central  Park  West  76th  to  77th 
Streets  was  erected  by  subscriptions  and  the  generous  donation  of 
our  late  benefactor  Henry  Dexter.  It  is  maintained  by  endowment 
funds  and  membership  fees  without  the  aid  of  City  or  State. 

The  Art  Galleries  and  Museum  are  open  to  the  Public  daily 
from  9  A.M.  to  5  P.M.  Sundays  excepted.  Library  hours,  9  A.M. 
to  6  P.M.  Open  on  Holidays  from  1  to  5  P.M.,  excepting  Christ- 
mas, New  Year  and  July  4th.  Closed  during  August  for  cleaning 
and  repairs. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Members,  on  their  election,  pay  an  initiation  fee  of  Twenty 
Dollars,  which  includes  dues  for  the  current  year,  and  annually 
thereafter  Ten  Dollars  as  dues;  or  a  life-membership  fee  of  One 
Hundred  Dollars,  in  lieu  of  all  other  dues  and  fees. 

The  contribution  of  Five  Thousand  Dollars  to  the  funds  of  the 
Society  shall  entitle  the  person  giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a 
Patron  of  the  Society  in  perpetuity. 

The  contribution  of  One  Thousand  Dollars  shall  entitle  the  per- 
son giving  the  same  to  be  elected  a  Fellow  for  life. 

Members  have  the  privilege  of  introducing  visitors  to  the  rooms 
of  the  Society  by  their  card  or  a  note,  and  of  bringing  two  persons 
with  them  to  the  monthly  lectures. 

Nominations  are  to  be  sent  by  Members  to  the  Recording 
Secretary,  170  Central  Park  West,  N.  Y.  City. 

PUBLICATIONS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Collections  of  the  Society,  Vols.  I-V;  second  series,  Vols.  I-IV, 
1811-1859.      10  Volumes.     (Out  of  print.) 

Proceedings,   1 843-1 849.     6  Volumes.      (Out  of  print.) 

The  John  Watts  de  Peyster  Publication  Fund,  originally 
designated  as  the  "Publication  Fund"  in  1858  for  publishing  Col- 
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lections  of  the  Society  is  limited  to  iooo  shares  of  which  849  have 
been  sold  up  to  the  present  time.  The  remaining  151  shares  are  for 
sale  at  $200.00  per  share;  each  certificate  of  stock  carries  with  it 
the  49  volumes  of  "  Collections/'  1 868-1916,  published,  consisting 
of  original  material  relating  to  American  History.  A  descriptive 
list  of  this  series  may  be  had  at  the  Library. 

The  John  Divine  Jones  Fund  founded  by  John  Divine  Jones 
of  New  York  in  1879,  for  the  publication  and  sale  by  the  Society  of 
works  relating  to  the  early  history  of  New  York  and  other  American 
Provinces.  In  accordance  with  the  terms  of  this  trust,  the  Society 
has  published  the  following  volumes,  which  relate  to  the  Loyalists 
of  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  copies  of  which  may  be  had  at  the 
Library. 

I.  "History  of  New  York  During  the  Revolutionary  War,"  by  Thomas 
Jones;  edited  by  Edward  F.  de  Lancey.  With  Notes,  Contemporary  Docu- 
ments, Maps  and  Portraits.  8vo,  two  volumes.  New  York,  1879.  Price, 
$15.00. 

II.  "The  Journal  of  a  Voyage  from  Charlestown,  S.  C,  to  London, 
Undertaken  During  the  American  Revolution,"  by  a  Daughter  of  an  Emi- 
nent American  Loyalist  (Louisa  Susannah  Wells).  8vo.  pp.  132.  Por- 
trait and  Facsimile.     New  York,  1906.     Price,  $2.00. 

III.  Orderly  Book  of  De  Lancey's  Brigade  British  Army,  1776-8.  With 
a  list  of  New  York  Loyalists  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  by 
William  Kelby,  late  Librarian  of  the  Society.     New  York,  191 7.     Price, 

$2.50. 

Catalogue  of  the  Gallery  of  Art  (Illustrated)  on  sale  at  the 
Society,  50  cents. 

Catalogue  of  the  Abbott  Collection  of  Egyptian  Antiquities, 
25  cents. 

A  Bibliography  of  the  Publications  of  the  Society  up  to  1904 
was  published  in  the  appendix  of  the  history  of  "The  New-York 
Historical  Society,  1 804-1904.  By  Robert  Hendre  Kelby,  Librarian 
of  the  Society,  New  York,  1905."  Copies  of  this  volume  will  be 
forwarded  to  members  upon  application  to  the  Librarian,  enclosing 
six  cents  in  stamps  to  cover  delivery.  The  balance  of  the  edition 
numbers  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  copies  for  distribution. 
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WOODEN  STATUETTES   OF   GODS   IN  THE 
ABBOTT  COLLECTION 

The  last  number  of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin  contained  an 
account  of  a  few  bronze  statuettes  in  the  Abbott  Collection,  the 
majority  of  them  figures  of  deities.  In  this  number  we  may  turn 
to  a  group  of  wooden  statuettes  of  gods,  contained  in  the  collec- 
tion, which  are  remarkable  either  for  their  adaptation  to  peculiar 
uses  or  for  their  artistic  qualities. 

As  early  as  the  middle  of  the  Eighteenth  Dynasty  (1420  B.C.)  a 
wooden  statuette,  33  cm.  in  height,  of  the  king  Amenhotep  II 
was  placed  in  his  tomb  to  serve  as  a  receptacle  for  his  copy  on 
papyrus  of  magical  texts  which  would  aid  him  in  the  perils  of  a 
journey  through  the  caverns  of  the  Lower  World.  The  papyrus 
was  rolled  tightly  and  was  thus  easily  accommodated  in  a  cavity 
carved  in  the  back  of  the  solid  wooden  figure  to  a  height  of  19  cm. 
and  width  of  3  cm.  A  thin  cover  of  wood  closed  the  space  and 
concealed  its  contents;  even  the  existence  of  the  cavity  was  lost 
sight  of  under  the  bitumen  which  was  poured  over  the  figure   1 

Probably  several  dynasties  later  is  the  wooden  statuette  from 
Sakkara  in  the  Abbott  Collection  representing  a  jackal-headed 
god  which  has  a  part  of  its  rolled  papyrus  still  in  position  in  the 
tall  narrow  cavity  in  the  back  (Figs.  1  and  2).  The  height  of  this 
figure  is  nearly  the  same  as  that  of  the  foregoing  dated  example, 
namely  34.7  cm.,  but  the  cavity  is  only  16  cm.  high  and  1.7  cm. 
wide,  holding  therefore  a  somewhat  smaller  papyrus;  its  depth  is 
2  cm.  During  the  Egyptian  Empire  the  normal  height  of  an 
undivided  sheet  of  papyrus  was  37  to  42  cm.,  but  such  sheets  were 
used  only  for  especially  sumptuous  documents  and  the  height  of 
the  cavities  in  these  two  figures  indicates  the  use  of  sheets  divided 
in  two  in  the  direction  of  their  length.  In  the  Eighteenth-Dynasty 
instance  a  sheet  somewhat  less  than  38  cm.  high  had  been  halved, 
in  the  Abbott  example  a  height  not  exceeding  32  cm.  for  the  full 
sheet  is  indicated  by  the  height  of  the  cavity,  and  this  fact  marks 
the  figure  as  probably  subsequent  to  the  Twenty-first  Dynasty 
(ending  945  b.c.)  after  which  the  height  of  uncut  sheets  of  papyrus 

1  Daressy,  Fouilles  de  la  Vallee  des  Rois,  No.  24610,  PI.  XXXIII. 
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was  more  variable,  but  most  commonly  ranged  from  24  to  32  cm. 
The  wood  of  the  figure  has  some  cracks  and  has  lost  its  paint- 
ed surface,  nevertheless  one  may  see  that  the  god  is  repre- 
sented with  human  body  swathed  as  a  mummy,  with  arms  crossed 
on  the  breast  and  closed  hands  emerging  from  the  wrappings  and 
lacking  attributes.  In  the  absence  of  the  inscription,  which  prob- 
ably once  extended  in  a  vertical  line  down  the  front  of  the  figure 
and  has  peeled  off  with  the  painted  surface,  we  cannot  determine 
which  one  of  the  various  funerary  gods  with  jackal's  head  is  repre- 
sented. It  would  be  interesting  to  know  whether  the  papyrus 
contains  the  same  collection  of  texts  as  that  inclosed  in  the  king's 
figure  mentioned  above,  but  our  curiosity  must  go  unsatisfied  as 
this  rare  example  of  a  papyrus  in  position  is  too  instructive,  as  it  is, 
to  be  disturbed. 

The  fashion  of  depositing  in  the  tomb  funerary  texts  inclosed 
in  a  statuette  is  one  which  continued  down  into  the  beginning  of 
the  Ptolemaic  period.  Usually,  however,  the  figure  represented 
the  god  Osiris,  the  cavity  varied  in  form,  being  often  contained 
in  the  pedestal  instead  of  in  the  figure  itself.  With  one  hundred 
and  fifty-three  coffins  of  priests  and  priestesses  of  Amon  found  in 
one  cache  at  Thebes  in  1891,  were  recovered  seventy-seven  wooden 
figures  of  Osiris,  which  were  all  either  real  or  dummy  receptacles 
for  papyri.  At  the  time  of  their  burial,  the  Twenty-first  Dynasty 
(1090-945  B.C.)  the  collection  of  texts  known  as  the  "Book  of 
Him  Who  is  in  the  Nether  World,"  the  same  from  which  an  excerpt 
was  contained  in  the  statuette  of  the  Eighteenth-Dynasty  king,  was 
still  usually  the  one  put  in  the  wooden  figure,  which  found  its  place  on 
the  floor  of  the  tomb  beside  the  coffin.  Other  necessary  funerary  texts 
were  laid  on  the  mummy  in  the  midst  of  the  linen  wrappings.  A 
larger  statuette  of  Osiris,  52.7  cm.  high,  in  the  Abbott  Collection, 
is  probably  of  the  Twenty-second  Dynasty.  The  construction 
drawing  of  Fig.  3,  the  work  of  Mr.  L.  F.  Hall,  shows  the  form  of  the 
cavity,  which  is  33  cm.  high,  sufficient  therefore  to  accommodate 
a  roll  of  full  height,  an  edition  de  luxe.  The  exterior  of  the  figure 
is  painted  black,  the  god's  hands  emerge  from  the  mummy  wrap- 
pings and  are  held  clenched  against  the  breast  with  knuckles 
touching. 

But  not  all  the  statuettes  of  gods  with  cavities  in  the  figure  or 
pedestal  once  contained  papyri.     In  late  times,  that  is  well  after 
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700  B.C.,  they  were  used  also  as  reliquaries  and  have  been  found 
containing  various  small  mummied  creatures.  It  is  only  one  manifes- 
tation of  that  strange  respect  in  which  all  animals  associated  with  the 
Egyptian  gods  were  held  that  it  was  thought  desirable  in  the  late  period 
for  the  deceased  to  have  buried  with  him  a  sacred  animal.  Probably 
the  wooden  statuette  of  Figs.  4  and  5  is  such  a  reliquary,  since 
the  form  of  the  cavity  in  the  base  is  better  adapted  to  a  small 
bundle  than  to  a  papyrus,  but  whatever  it  once  harbored  has 
long  since  disappeared.  The  figure  stands  26.2  cm.  high,  and  the 
cavity  in  the  pedestal  is  6.5  cm.  long,  about  the  same  width,  and 
2  to  2H  cm.  deep.  The  mummiform  god  Osiris  is  represented  with 
his  usual  head-dress,  carrying,  as  king  of  the  world  of  the  dead, 
the  ceremonial  fly-flap  and  shepherd's  crook,  which  were  the 
insignia  of  Egyptian  kings.  The  uraeus  on  the  brow  is  of  bronze 
and  is  held  by  a  tang  inserted  into  the  wood.  The  inset  eyes  have 
been  lost  and  most  of  the  gold-leaf  which  once  enriched  the  stat- 
uette, giving  it  the  appearance  of  solid  gold,  has  dropped  off. 
But  even  in  its  altered  state  one  must  marvel  at  the  homely,  strong 
features  so  successfully  suggested  (Fig.  5). 

The  statuette  of  Bast  or  Sekhmet  (ht.  14^  cm.)  with  lioness 
head,  of  which  a  photographic  view  from  the  back  is  given 
(Fig.  6)  to  show  the  cavity  in  the  seat,  and  the  figure  of  Osiris 
(ht.  13  cm.)  seated  against  an  obelisk  which  is  hollow  (Fig.  7)  are 
also  both  probably  reliquaries  taken  from  the  burials  of  Egyptian 
men  or  women.  In  Dr.  Abbott's  day  the  Osiris  figure  still  con- 
tained a  small  mummy  (see  Catalogue,  No.  340).  Its  original 
surface  of  gold-leaf  has  mostly  dropped  off  in  the  lapse  of  time  but 
the  inset  eyes  are  in  this  instance  fortunately  preserved  and  are 
marvels  of  delicate  technic.  Each  eye  consists  of  three  pieces  of 
vitreous  paste  embedded  one  in  the  other,  the  smallest  piece  is 
black  representing  the  pupil  and  is  held  in  a  depression  in  the  white 
corona  and  this  in  turn  fills  a  blue  cup  of  which  only  the  edges, 
indicating  the  eyelids  with  their  lashes,  are  visible. 

However  desirous  the  individual  Egyptian  may  have  been  to 
secure  an  irreproachable  burial  equipment  he  was  often  frustrated 
by  the  cupidity  of  the  makers  and  vendors  of  funeral  supplies. 
One  is  constantly  coming  on  evidence  of  the  casual  manner  in 
which  these  supplies  were  prepared.  Important  charms,  neces- 
sary to  the  safety  of  the  dead  in  the  next  life,  break  off  before  the 
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essential  words  are  reached,  the  name  of  the  deceased  is  lacking 
in  the  spaces  left  for  its  insertion,  the  Osiris  figure  is  found  to  con- 
tain "a  bundle  of  fibres  of  papyrus,  apparently  a  cheap  substitute 
for  a  document,  wrapped  in  cloth!"1  The  statuette  of  Osiris 
shown  in  Fig.  8  is  said  in  the  old  Abbott  catalogue  (No.  418)  to 
contain  the  mummy  of  a  serpent.  The  figure  is  made  of  two  pieces 
of  wood  held  together  by  a  number  of  flat  dowels  and  the  joints  are 
down  the  two  sides  of  the  head  and  body.  Before  I  examined  it, 
the  figure  had  indeed  been  opened — in  Dr.  Abbott's  day — but  evi- 
dently not  much  tampered  with;  the  interior  space  is  very  shallow, 
nowhere  more  than  3  cm.,  although  its  length  is  46.7  cm.  and 
greatest  width  9  cm.;  it  never  could  have  held  substantially  more 
than  the  package  wrapped  in  linen  which  I  found  in  it.  Of  this, 
one  end  was  still  undisturbed  and  consisted  merely  of  folds  of 
linen  soaked  in  resin  adhering  to  one  another  in  a  rough  semblance 
of  a  mummied  head.  The  remainder  appeared  to  be  only  grasses 
wrapped  in  cloth.  To  remove,  however,  all  possibility  of  doubt  as 
to  their  nature,  the  contents  of  the  figure  were  taken  to  the  Ameri- 
can Museum  of  Natural  History,  where  the  Director,  Dr.  Lucas, 
was  so  good  as  to  examine  them  and  found  that  they  included 
positively  no  animal  or  reptile  bones.  This  ancient  fake  probably 
was  intended  to  pass  for  the  mummied  serpent  which  Dr.  Abbott 
thought  he  recognized  in  it,  for  had  it  been  a  substitute  for  a  papyrus, 
as  in  the  instance  cited  above,  the  wrappings  would  hardly  have  been 
soaked  in  resin. 

The  large  statuette  of  Bast  (ht.  43  cm.)  reproduced  in  Figs. 
9-1 1,  although  unattractive  in  the  photographic  reproduction,  is 
an  unusual  and  very  interesting  piece.  The  goddess  is  repre- 
sented seated  on  a  papyrus  umbel,  with  arms  at  her  sides  and  closed 
hands  held  close  to  her  knees.  Her  head  is  feline,  presumably  that 
of  a  lioness.  There  is  a  bronze  uraeus  erect  on  her  forehead  (cf. 
Fig.  11  at  bottom),  but  her  head-dress  and  the  pedestal  are  missing. 
Time  does  not  deal  kindly  in  our  climate  with  these  wooden 
figures  and  this  statuette  was  in  a  brittle,  fragile  condition,  when 
it  was  reached  in  the  course  of  preparing  the  new  catalogue.  The 
figure  had  never  been  opened,  but  a  few  of  the  bones  of  the  mummy 
had  fallen  out  through  the  open  stem-end  of  the  papyrus  umbel 
and  a  crack  had  developed  up  the  back  of  the  figure;  the  knees  and 

1  Petrie,  Abydos  I.,  p.  38. 
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feet  had  not  yet  parted  from  the  main  figure  but  did  so  before 
the  whole  could  be  photographed.  In  the  view  of  Fig.  9  they  are 
fastened  again  temporarily  in  place.  The  break  in  the  lioness- 
muzzle  of  the  figure,  through  which  showed  the  sharp  teeth  of  the 
little  mummied  animal  within  (Fig.  9),  was  due  to  the  absence  of 
wood  and  thinness  of  the  stucco  covering  just  there,  for  when  the 
statuette  was  laid  open,  as  seen  in  Fig.  11,  it  was  apparent  that  the 
wooden  walls  were  very  thin  in  places  and  about  the  head  were 
partially  absent.  It  looks  as  if  a  larger  mummy  had  been  crowded 
into  the  case  than  it  was  first  prepared  for  and  the  walls  had  been 
gouged  out  in  places  to  accommodate  it.  The  indifferent  work- 
manship, too,  was  evidenced  in  the  way  the  wooden  dowel  by 
which  the  head-dress  of  the  figure  was  affixed  was  crowded  down 
upon  the  skull  of  the  mummied  animal,  probably  breaking  it. 
The  presumption  was  strong,  in  view  of  the  feline  head  of  the 
statuette,  that  the  mummy  would  be  that  of  a  cat,  and  this  proved 
indeed  to  be  so.  The  Director  of  the  Museum  of  Natural  History 
pronounced  the  mummy  that  of  "a  mature,  but  not  old  cat." 

The  statuette  which  served  as  the  mummied  cat's  coffin  is  now 
being  put  in  condition  by  Mr.  Hoffman  for  exhibition.  It  is 
probably  as  late  as  the  Ptolemaic  period,  to  judge  by  its  technic. 
It  will  be  seen  by  the  illustrations  that  the  figure  consists  of  two 
main  pieces  of  wood  hollowed  within  to  form  the  receptacle  for 
the  mummy  and  roughly  carved  on  the  exterior  to  the  shape  of 
the  seated  goddess;  the  projecting  knees  and  front  of  the  feet,  also 
the  arms,  had  to  be  added  of  other  pieces  of  wood  and  there  is 
some  piecing  in  the  papyrus  umbel.  The  forearms  were  doweled 
to  the  upper  arms  and  the  latter  to  the  body  (see  Fig.  11  at  right 
below  neck),  but  the  other  pieces  must  have  been  glued  in  place. 
Over  the  wood,  there  is  a  layer  of  stucco  of  variable  thickness  in 
which  the  final  modeling  was  done;  then  linen  cloth  was  stretched 
very  wet  and  tight  over  the  entire  figure  and  on  this  was  laid  a 
thin  layer  of  stucco,  only  sufficient  to  serve  as  a  binding  medium  for 
the  gold-leaf  which  formed  the  outer  surface  of  the  statuette.  The 
mummy,  of  course,  was  placed  in  the  case  before  the  latter  was 
closed  and  finished,  as  the  hole  in  the  bottom  was  far  too  small  fol- 
ks subsequent  insertion;  also  the  construction  in  two  halves  would 
have  been  superfluous  if  the  mummy  were  not  to  be    deposited 
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before  the  closing  of  the  case.  The  hole  at  the  bottom  was  stopped 
when  the  figure  was  placed  on  the  pedestal,  now  lost  to  us. 

It  was  said  above  that  this  statuette  is  an  unusual  one.  So  far 
as  publications  show,  mummied  cats  were  ordinarily  laid  away  in 
wooden  or  bronze  coffins,  rectangular  in  form,  or  made  to  represent 
a  seated  cat;  they  were  also  buried  in  pots,  or  were  elaborately 
bandaged  and  provided  with  linen  and  stucco  masks  reproducing 
a  cat's  head.  There  is  no  record  of  the  discovery  of  our  figure,  but 
the  probability  is  that  it  came  from  one  of  the  late  cat-cemeteries 
rather  than  from  the  tomb  of  a  person. 

On  all  the  older  collectors  and  students  of  Egyptian  lore  the 
vast  cemeteries  of  bulls,  cats,  crocodiles  and  other  creatures  made 
a  tremendous  impression,  as  we  have  testimony  in  the  number  of 
animal  mummies  in  the  collections  of  Dr.  Abbott  and  Dr.  Anderson, 
now  in  the  possession  of  the  Society,  and  as  we  may  realize  from  the 
writings  of  the  earlier  travellers  in  Egypt.  In  more  recent  years 
many  of  the  mummied  animals  have  been  utilized  to  furnish 
scientific  data  with  regard  to  the  fauna  of  ancient  Egypt.  Remains 
of  cats  from  the  cemetery  at  Bubastis,  the  home  of  the  goddess 
Bast,  to  whom  the  cat  was  sacred,  were  sent  to  Virchow  in  Berlin, 
the  mummies  of  cats  and  other  animals  found  at  Dendera  were 
given  to  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  London,  and,  later,  an 
extensive  series  of  various  mummied  animals  was  intrusted  by  the 
Egyptian  government  to  the  Museum  of  Natural  History  in  Lyons, 
France,  and  Was  made  the  subject  of  a  monograph  issued  by  that 
institution  in  1903.  One  of  the  scientists  who  took  part  in  that 
investigation,  M.  Gaillard,  became  joint  author  with  one  of  the 
curators  of  the  Cairo  Museum,  M.  Daressy,  of  a  catalogue  of  the 
mummied  animals  in  the  Cairo  Museum,  a  book  published  in  1905. 

Cemeteries  of  cats  have  been  found  not  only  in  Bubastis  in  the 
Delta  but  at  Sakkara  near  Cairo  and  farther  up  the  Nile  at  Beni 
Hasan  and  Thebes.  The  result  of  the  French  investigation  based 
on  some  fifty  specimens,  chiefly  from  the  region  of  Beni  Hasan,  was 
to  divide  the  cats — apart  from  one  doubtful  case — into  two  series, 
the  larger  animals  belonging  to  Felis  maniculata  (found  wild  today 
in  Tunis)  and  smaller  individuals,  more  nearly  like  the  present 
domestic  cat  of  Egypt  and  Europe,  which  are  designated  under  the 
name  Felis  maniculata,  var.  domestica,  Fitz.  Both  classes  are 
supposed  to  have  lived  in  a  semi-wild  state  in  the  neighborhood  of 
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human  habitations.  The  conclusions  of  the  scientists  are  supple- 
mented in  an  interesting  way  by  extant  Egyptian  reliefs  and  wall- 
paintings.  The  cat  appears  in  hunting  scenes,  creeping  up  the 
stalks  of  papyrus  to  spring  upon  his  prey,  or  he  is  seen  sitting 
under  the  chair  of  the  deceased  at  the  funerary  feast;  here,  at  least, 
a  considerable  measure  of  domestication  is  assured,  for  the  cat 
has  his  portion  in  the  feast — perhaps  a  fish,  as  in  one  remarkable 
Theban  tomb-painting  where  the  sinuous  curves  of  the  animal's 
body,  his  fur,  so  tawny  on  the  back  and  lighter  beneath,  are  admir- 
ably rendered.  This  painted  cat  is  indeed  one  of  the  treasures  of 
the  necropolis  and  has  recently  been  made  available  in  a  pub- 
lication 1  reproducing  both  the  beauty  of  line  and  the  colors  of  the 
original  with  the  greatest  fidelity. 

The  subject  of  the  Egyptian's  attitude  of  mind  in  earlier  periods 
towards  the  animals  associated  with  his  gods  is  a  difficult  one,  but 
this  may  be  said  with  assurance,  the  extravagant  veneration, 
reflected  in  Classical  authors  and  evidenced  in  the  extensive 
cemeteries  of  animals,  is  a  late  excrescence  on  the  national  religion, 
in  no  wise  characteristic  of  the  great  eras  of  Egyptian  history  and 
thought.  The  subject  is  one  to  which  we  shall  have  occasion 
to  return  as  the  catalogue  of  the  Society's  collections  progresses. 

We  may  close  the  present  article  with  a  glance  at  a  few 
statuettes  of  more  artistic  merit  than  the  majority  of  those  which 
have  taken  our  attention  thus  far.  Perhaps  the  oldest  of  the  entire 
series  is  shown  in  Fig.  12  (ht.  37  cm.).  It  may  even  date  from  the 
Eighteenth  Dynasty,  judging  by  the  character  of  the  carving  and 
the  use  of  bitumen  which  covers  the  figure  with  a  highly  reflecting 
surface,  but  has  been  allowed  to  trickle  carelessly  over  the  edges 
of  the  base.  It  is  in  excellent  preservation  except  for  the  loss  of  the 
head-dress,  for  which  there  is  a  dowel  hole  in  the  top  of  the  head. 
Without  an  identifying  head-dress  or  inscription,  it  is  hardly  worth 
while  in  this  place  to  discuss  the  interpretation  of  the  figure. 

The  statuette  of  Osiris  (ht.  20.2  cm.)  shown  in  Figs.  13  and  14 
is  a  delightful  reflection  of  life  itself!  Who  has  not  some  acquain- 
tance whose  sturdy  neck  and  shoulders  as  they  appear  from 
behind  are  suggested  by  this  old  Egyptian  figure?  The  base, 
pedestal,  and  a  part  of  the  head-dress  and  attributes  of  electrum 
are  missing;  one  of  the  two  eyes  is  an  ancient  repair,  giving  an  odd 

1  N.  de  Garis  Davies,  The  Tomb  of  Nakht  at  Thebes,  PI.  X,  A. 
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look  to  the  face,  but  the  surface-covering  of  gold  is  nearly  intact, 
though  darkened,  and  none  of  the  essential  quality  of  this 
delectable  little  work  of  art  is  lost.  There  is  a  companion  figure 
of  the  same  god,  of  slender  proportions  but  similar  technic,  of 
which  the  publication  must  be  deferred  until  the  new  catalogue  is 
issued.  These  and  the  following  statuettes  may  be  votive  offer- 
ings or  possibly  their  pedestals,  if  we  had  them,  might  contain 
cavities  marking  one  or  another  of  them  as  belonging  in  the  cate- 
gories of  figures  considered  earlier  in  this  article. 

Fig.  15  shows  a  group  of  Isis  with  the  child  Horus  (ht.  14  cm.) 
which  has  much  of  the  austere  charm  of  an  early  European  madonna 
and  child.  Fig.  16  gives  another  Osiris,  less  fine  than  that  of 
Figs.  13  and  14,  but  noteworthy  for  the  preservation  of  its  surface 
of  gold-leaf  in  all  the  first  lustre.  In  Fig.  17  is  seen  a  group  doubt- 
less similar  to  the  one  of  Pig.  15,  but  almost  hidden  beneath  its 
original  wrappings  of  linen.  It  will,  of  course,  be  carefully  kept 
as  it  is.  One  would  like  to  know  whether  statuettes  were  thus 
wrapped — and  the  indications  are  that  the  practice  was  a  common 
one — merely  to  protect  them,  or  whether  the  wrappings  had  a 
mystical  value  in  addition  to  their  practical  use. 

Caroline  Ransom  Williams. 


THE   MILITARY  HUT-CAMP 

OF 

THE  WAR  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

ON   THE 

DYCKMAN   FARM 

MANHATTAN 

Explored  by  the  Members  of  the  Committee  on  Field  Exploration, 
of  The  New- York  Historical  Society. 

I 

This  extensive  military  encampment  of  the  War  of  the  Revolu- 
tion, which  has  been  under  exploration  for  a  number  of  years,  has 
now  been  carefully  surveyed  and  mapped,  and  a  record  has  been 
completed  of  the  discoveries  of  the  sites  and  relics,  by  the  Field 
Exploration  Committee  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society.  The 
record  of  its  discovery  and  gradual  development  extends  over  a 
number  of  years,  and  the  work  has  been  productive  of  an  increasing 
store  of  objects  of  military  character  connected  with  the  Revolu- 
tionary period,  and  the  acquisition  of  information  which  has  proved 
of  some  historical  importance  and  military  value. 

The  site  of  the  Camp  extends  over  an  area  of  about  two  hundred 
feet  in  width  and  eight  hundred  feet  in  length,  from  Academy  Street 
to  204th  Street,  along  the  steep  side  of  the  easterly  part  of  Inwood 
Hill,  approximately  between  the  present  Prescott  Avenue  and 
Seaman  Avenue.  When  the  first  indications  of  military  occupation 
of  this  place  were  discovered  the  area  formed  an  apple  and  pear 
orchard,  which  included  fully  seventy-five  fine  trees  that  had 
been  planted  by  the  Dyckman  family,  probably  immediately  after 
the  Revolution,  and  the  only  roadway  which  was  opened  in  the 
area  was  the  rough  trail  known  as  Prescott  Avenue,  which  leads 
from  Dyckman  Street  diagonally  up  the  hillside. 

The  encampment  lies  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet  west 
of  Broadway,  and  is  about  six  hundred  feet  north  of  Dyckman 
Street. 

The  first  indications  were  observed  in  February,  1890,  by  Mr. 
William  L.  Calver,  who  at  that  time  had  just  commenced  investi- 
gations of  an  historical  character  upon  the  surface  of  Washington 
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Heights.  In  that  year  Mr.  Calver,  whose  particular  object  was  the 
discovery  of  Indian  remains,  visited  the  cottage  of  Thomas  Reiff, 
who  at  that  time  lived  near  the  present  Isham  Street.  Reiff 
had  found  military  objects  from  time  to  time,  and  some  of  his 
neighbors  had  become  interested  in  the  same  line  of  discovery. 
Among  these  was  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  McGoey,  with  whom 
Mr.  Calver  in  March,  1890,  explored  the  orchard  area  above- 
described,  in  a  search  for  aboriginal  material,  and  to  their  surprise 
they  found  in  company  with  sundry  Indian  arrow  points  and 
other  stone  objects,  military  buttons  lying  on  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  in  particular,  those  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment  of  Foot 
of  the  British  army. 

Some  years  later,  Thomas  Reiff  built  a  cottage  on  Prescott 
Avenue  at  the  line  of  Academy  street,  and  in  the  course  of  grading 
away  the  ground  to  widen  and  level  the  surface  of  Prescott  Avenue, 
he  observed  the  removal  of  brick  fireplaces  and  a  stump  of  a  post 
or  pole  of  cedar,  which  he  imagined  might  have  been  the  base  of  a 
flag-staff.  At  the  time  he  considered  these  brick  constructions  to 
be  bake-ovens,  but  our  later  explorations  would  indicate  that 
they  were  the  fireplaces  of  some  of  the  huts  of  the  Camp,  for  the 
bake-oven  was  later  found  at  a  lower  part  of  the  space,  in  Site 
No.  24. 

The  publication  by  The  New  York  Historical  Society  in  the 
year  1882,  of  the  Diary  or  Journal  of  von  Krafft  wTas  a  most  im- 
portant element  in  indicating  the  location  and  deciding  the  charac- 
ter and  occupation  of  this  camp.  The  drawing  which  he  made 
in  1779,  a  reproduction  of  which  was  included  in  that  publication 
as  Plate  No.  6,  is  the  most  definite  record  of  the  encampments  and 
fortifications  of  the  district  which  were  existing  at  the  time  of  its 
preparation. 

The  drawing  very  clearly  shows  the  North  River  Hill  or  modern 
Inwood  Hill,  on  which  are  drawn  some  twelve  small  buildings  of  the 
nature  of  huts,  and  these  are  marked  in  his  "explication"  below 
the  drawing  with  the  letter  S.,  against  which  he  notes  that  this 
is  the  site  of  "the  camp  of  the  Seventeenth  English  Regiment 
which  had  been  taken  prisoners."  As  this  regiment,  which  was 
captured  at  Stony  Point,  July  15-16  of  that  year,  was  represented 
on  this  site  by  the  buttons  with  their  distinctive  number  which 
had     been     found     by     Mr.     Calver,    the    combined     information 
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indicated  that  a  camp  of  at  least  twelve  buildings  had  existed  in 
the  year  1779,  on  the  side  of  this  hill,  and  that  exploration  below 
the  surface  might  disclose  some  traces  of  these  structures. 

During  several  succeeding  years  after  the  occasion  of  heavy 
rains  washing  the  soil  on  the  line  of  Prescott  Avenue,  other  surface 
finds  had  been  made,  particularly  of  buttons  of  other  British 
regiments,  some  of  which  were  of  interest  because  the  known 
period  of  service  of  these  organizations  in  the  war  fixed  the  date  of 
their  occupation  of  this  camp;  thus  buttons  of  the  Sixth  and  of 
the  Fourteenth  Regiments  of  Foot,  which  were  returned  to  Europe 
in  1777,  indicated  that  their  occupation  of  the  camp  must  have 
been  in  the  winter  of  1776-y. 

Such  surface  discoveries,  however,  were  of  an  uncertain  char- 
acter and  restricted  extent,  and  the  party  of  explorers  had  long 
desired  the  opportunity  of  excavations,  which  only  became  prac- 
ticable after  the  opening  of  Seaman  Avenue  and  Academy  Street 
had  rendered  the  area  unfenced  and  vacant  property.  In  the  mean- 
time the  experience  gained  in  excavations  at  other  military  sites 
on  the  Heights  had  led  to  the  use  of  the  steel  probing  or  sounding 
rod  as  a  means  of  locating  hidden  materials  at  some  distance  below 
the  surface  of  the  soil,  and  it  was  due  to  the  use  of  this  instrument 
that  the  first  of  the  discoveries  of  buried  military  material  was  made. 
In  1905,  Arthur  Kennedy,  a  young  man  who  resided  in  a 
cottage  on  the  upper  part  of  Prescott  Avenue,  shortly  after  a 
severe  rain  storm,  at  the  side  of  the  Avenue  observed  some  brick- 
work which  he  thought  to  be  part  of  a  fireplace,  and  telephoned  the 
discovery  to  the  writer.  The  place  was  then  examined  and  care- 
fully excavated  and  proved  to  be  a  construction  of  the  period  of 
the  Revolution,  as  its  walls  were  composed  of  old  Colonial  bricks, 
with  occasional  insertions  of  small  yellow  Dutch  bricks.  The 
hearth  was  carefully  laid  in  half-bricks,  and  a  large  number  of 
loose  bricks  lying  around  had  evidently  composed  the  chimney. 
The  most  important  feature  of  this  discovery  consisted  of  two 
buttons  of  the  Seventeenth  Regiment,  which  were  found  on  the 
floor  in  front  of  this  fireplace,  affording  a  definite  link  connecting 
the  place  with  the  buildings  drawn  by  von  KrafFt. 

The  discovery  lent  new  impetus  to  the  search  for  other  sites, 
and  proceeding  from  this  hut  as  a  point  of  departure,  a  close  search 
of  the  hillside  was  made  with  the  steel  rod  along  the  line  of  Prescott 
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Avenue,  with  the  result  that  the  site  of  an  abandoned  hut,  Number 
6,  close  to  the  fireplace  first  discovered,  was  located  and  when 
opened  a  rich  store  of  military  objects  was  found  in  the  soil  and 
on  the  surface  of  its  long-abandoned  floor.  These  included  buttons 
of  the  Seventeenth  and  several  other  regiments,  and  decided  the 
character  of  the  place.  The  party  became  expert  by  practice  in 
learning  the  indications  of  hidden  floor  levels  by  the  use  of  the 
steel  rod,  and  were  thus  able  to  locate  the  hardened  floors  of  the 
dug-out  hut  sites  with  greater  precision  as  time  proceeded.  Many 
of  the  sites  were  at  first  missed,  on  account  of  the  steel  rod  being 
of  insufficient  length  to  reach  the  floors,  and  longer  rods  had  to 
be  made,  or  holes  were  sunk  by  the  spade  and  the  rod  used  therein 
to  reach  lower  depths.  As  the  sites  became  disclosed  measure- 
ments were  made  and  the  fact  of  the  orderly  disposition  of  the 
lines  of  the  huts  was  gradually  established.  This  information  being 
secured  the  work  of  uncertain  exploration  and  digging  which 
had  been  at  first  necessary,  was  much  lessened,  and  the  sites  were 
located  by  measurement.  The  work  has  always  been  arduous  and 
has  involved  the  sifting  of  a  large  part  of  the  soil  taken  out,  and 
the  replacement  of  the  material. 

The  work  has  become  somewhat  more  systematic  as  experience 
has  shown  the  best  methods  of  getting  results.  The  workers 
operate  in  turn  upon  the  labor  of  digging  and  throwing  out  the 
soil,  sometimes  requiring  two  lifts,  the  sifting  of  the  rich  material, 
and  trenching  in  advance  of  the  excavation  to  remove  sods  and 
surface  soil.  The  soil  is  fortunately  an  easily  worked  clayey  sand, 
with  very  few  stones,  these  for  the  most  part  being  those  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  huts.  The  slope  of  the  hill  lends  itself  to 
the  process  of  digging  in  from  a  lower  to  a  higher  level,  but  the 
reverse  process  is  necessary  in  returning  the  soil  from  below  to 
re-fill  the  excavation. 

The  work  has  been  conducted  necessarily  only  upon  Sundays 
and  holidays,  as  all  of  the  workers  are  engaged  in  other  duties 
on  week  days,  otherwise  the  results  might  have  been  secured  in  a 
much  shorter  space  of  time.  Many  interested  visitors  have  watched 
the  progress  of  the  excavations,  and  some  residents  have  attended 
the  weekly  exploration  for  years.  The  work  particularly  interests 
visitors  from  the  west,  to  whom  the  idea  of  such  historical  remains 
being   still   in   existence   is    novel    and    appealing.     And   not   least 
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of  those  who  have  helped  to  while  away  the  arduous  hours,  have 
been  the  children  of  the  vicinity,  many  of  whom  have  sat  for 
hours  watching  the  work,  and  learning  some  lessons  of  history  and 
patriotism  from  the  laborers. 

As  a  result  of  the  work  of  the  party  at  this  place,  which  has 
been  continuously  prosecuted  since  the  year  1912,  the  location  of 
some  sixty  hut-sites  has  been  determined,  and  of  these  upwards  of 
fifty  have  been  excavated  and  their  contents  sorted  and  sifted. 
The  fire-places  of  many  have  been  found  and  explored,  measured 
and  photographed. 

The  accompanying  survey  shows  the  position  of  the  huts  as 
developed  up  to  the  present  time,  and  the  indications  which  it 
affords  seem  to  favor  the  probable  existence  of  a  number  of  huts 
situated  between  the  sites  of  those  already  explored.  These  may, 
by  reason  of  their  original  depth,  have  so  far  escaped  the  touch 
of  the  steel  rod,  or  may  have  been  washed  away  by  the  scouring 
action  of  rain  storms,  or  possibly  dug  away  entirely  by  farming 
operations  after  the  war.  The  probable  circumstances  are  that  the 
Camp  was  an  orderly  and  complete  arrangement,  comprising 
upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  dug-outs,  which  would  seem 
to  have  been  necessary  to  accommodate  two  regiments  composed 
of  approximately  twelve  hundred  men,  which  we  may  gather  from 
von  Krafft's  notes  to  have  constituted  its  occupancy. 

It  is  evident  from  a  study  of  the  topographical  conditions 
that  the  site  was  selected  on  account  of  its  natural  advantages 
for  such  a  purpose.  The  hillside  is  composed  of  sand,  free  from 
stones  and  boulders.  It  was  admirably  drained,  and  a  supply  of 
water  was  available  at  the  spring  at  204th  street,  and  at  another 
spring  at  Dyckman  street.  The  woods  on  the  hillside  above 
sheltered  the  camp  from  winter  storms.  The  huts  faced  south 
and  thus  obtained  a  maximum  of  sunshine  in  winter.  Below 
the  camp  lay  a  nearly  level  area,  now  traversed  by  Seaman 
Avenue,  on  which  it  is  presumed  that  tents  were  pitched  in  summer 
time.  Access  to  the  Tubby  Hook  landing  wras  very  convenient, 
and  the  camp  was  in  full  sight  of  Fort  Number  Eight  on  the 
Ford  ham  side  of  the  Harlem  River,  also  of  Fort  George  and  Fort 
Washington. 

The  main  part  of  the  Camp  is  disposed  nearly  parallel  to  the 
Inn-  o(  Seaman  Avenue,   possibly  because  the  avenue  is  laid  out 
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parallel  to  the  fence  line  of  the  original  Dyckman  grant,  which 
extended  through  the  area  occupied  by  the  Camp. 

There  are  two  distinct  lines  of  hut  sites,  the  smaller  of  which 
is  nearly  parallel  to  the  present  Prescott  Avenue,  and  is  that 
portion  which  is  situated  on  the  highest  part  of  the  ground 
occupied.  This  comprises  about  twelve  huts  in  a  row,  with  four 
or  more  officer's  huts  in  a  line  behind  it,  and  it  seems  probable 
that  this  was  the  extent  and  arrangement  of  the  first  part  of  the 
Camp,  as  it  existed  when  von  Krafft  made  his  drawing,  "in  the 
month  of  May,  1779." 

The  lower  part  of  the  Camp  was  set  out  on  the  contour  of  the 
hillside,  the  huts  being  nearly  level  to  each  other  in  each  of  the 
three  lines  of  which  we  may  assume  it  was  composed.  At  the 
southerly  end  the  huts  are  somewhat  irregularly  disposed,  and 
are  of  varying  size.  These  may  have  been  used  as  officers' 
quarters,  being  in  the  most  accessible  and  least  exposed  position. 

An  indication  of  the  approximate  centre  of  a  military  encamp- 
ment may  be  assumed  to  be  the  position  of  the  "  Soldiers'  Necessary  " 
or  cesspit,  and  in  this  Camp  this  feature  of  camp  life  was  located 
at  the  site  marked  26,  which  is  situated  approximately  halfway 
between  the  two  most  distant  hut-sites  which  have  been  explored. 
This  gives  some  reason  to  the  supposition  that  the  full  extent 
of  the  Camp  has  been  determined,  between  the  most  southerly 
site,  Number  13,  and  the  most  northerly,  No.  45. 

On  the  nearly  level  area  extending  east  of  the  Camp,  one  hut 
site,  No.  61,  and  several  firepits  have  been  found,  the  most 
easterly  being  situated  not  far  from  Cooper  Street.  These  prob- 
ably served  the  needs  of  the  occupants  of  tents  or  wooden  huts, 
and  there  were  doubtless  a  number  of  others,  the  traces  of  which 
have  been  lost  in  the  extensive  excavations  and  grading  of  the  area. 

In  succeeding  articles  it  is  proposed  to  describe  the  discovery 
and  exploration  of  the  individual  hut-sites,  with  some  description 
of  the  objects  which  were  found  therein. 

Reginald  Pelham  Bolton, 

Secretary  to  the  Committee. 
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LORD  CORNBURY  IX  FEMALE  ATTIRE 
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ORIGINAL  DOCUMENTS  FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 

OF  THE  SOCIETY 

The  Commission  and  Instructions  Issued  by 

Queen  Anne  to  Lord  Cornbury 

On  exhibition  in  the  Library  is  a  beautifully  engrossed  parch- 
ment the  Commission  issued  by  Queen  Anne  on  December  5th, 
1702  to  her  cousin  Edward  Hyde,  Lord  Cornbury,  as  Governor  of 
the  Province  of  New  York  as  well  as  his  instructions  dated  Janu- 
ary 29th,  1702-3.  The  former  bears  the  portrait  of  the  Queen  well 
engraved  in  the  upper  left  hand  corner  of  the  parchment  and  the 
latter  her  signature  "Anne  R."  These  two  documents  are  repro- 
duced in  this  number  together  with  a  portrait  of  Lord  Cornbury  in 
female  attire. 

The  Commission  &  Instructions  of  Lord  Cornbury  are  of  the 
very  few  of  those  issued  to  the  Governors  of  New  York  which  have 
not  been  published.  Most  of  these  documents  having  found  their 
way  into  The  Documents  Relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  New  York. 

Prof.  Charles  M.  Andrews  of  Yale  University  in  his  introduc- 
tion to  a  "List  of  Commissions,  Instructions,  and  Additional  In- 
structions Issued  to  the  Royal  Governors  and  others  in  America," 
published  in  the  Report  of  the  American  Historical  Association  for 
191 1  says: 

"The  commissions  and  instructions  issued  not  only  to  the  royal 
governors,  but  to  the  proprietary  governors  also,  are  among  the 
most  important  constitutional  documents  of  our  colonial  history. 
In  the  case  of  the  royal  provinces  especially  they  formed  the  chief 
constitutional  basis  of  the  Government  and  became  the  medium 
through  which  the  mother  country  declared  its  policy.   .   .   . 

"The  governor's  commission  was  issued  under  the  great  seal. 
It  is  a  long  document  couched  in  general  phrases,  and  it  under- 
went but  few  changes,  during  the  eighteenth  century.   .   .    . 

"The  instructions  are  more  important  than  the  commissions, 
for  they  are  specific  and  not  general,  and  contain,  when  studied 
chronologically,  a  complete  exposition  of  British  policy.  They 
were  prepared  in  the  plantation  office,  as  a  rule,  but  frequently 
underwent  revision  at  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  the  whole 
council,  the  attorney  general,  and  certain  parts  of  them  went  to 
the  treasury,  the  admiralty,  the  commissioners  of  customs,  and  the 
Bishop  of  London  for  inspection  and  criticism.     Frequently  these 
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same  boards  and  individuals  were  invited  to  make  suggestions,  and 
did  so,  particularly  the  commissioners  of  customs  and  the  bishop 
and  they  and  others  were  in  the  habit  also  of  making  proposals  on 
their  own  account,  which  were  submitted  in  the  form  of  drafts. 
Most  of  the  trade  instructions  were  drawn  up  by  the  treasury  or 
the  customs  commissioners,  and  many  additional  instructions  orig- 
inated with  the  privy  council  or  the  secretary  of  state. 

"An  interesting  feature  of  this  early  process  of  drawing  up  the 
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FIRST  PAGE  OF  THE  INSTRUCTIONS  FOR  EDWARD  HYDE,  LORD  CORNBURY  AS 
GOVERNOR  OF  THE  PROVINCE  OF  NEW  YORK.     SIGNED  BY  THE  QUEEN  "ANNE  R." 


102  T  H  E      N  E  W-Y  ORK      HISTORICAL      SOCIETY 

governor's  instructions  is  the  advice  obtained  from  unofficial 
sources.  A  rough  draft  of  the  instrument  was  generally  submitted 
to  the  appointee,  if  in  England,  and  he  was  invited  to  send  in 
recommendations  and  to  suggest  changes  and  improvements.  In 
one  case  a  prospective  governor  was  allowed  to  search  the  files  of 
the  plantation  office  that  he  might  post  himself  on  the  affairs  of 
the  colony.   .   .   . 

"The  governor  generally  took  his  instructions  with  him  when 
he  sailed  for  the  colony.  .  .  .  The  governor  did  not  publish  the 
instructions  as  he  did  the  commission,  and  as  a  rule  did  not  make 
them  known  even  to  his  council.  He  might  read  one  or  more 
clauses  in  his  address  to  the  assembly,  and  such  would  be  printed 
in  the  sessional  papers  or,  may  be,  found  in  the  proceedings  of  the 
assembly  as  kept  by  the  clerk.  In  fact,  the  instructions  were 
secret  orders,  intended  only  for  the  governor's  use  as  the  guide  to 
his  administration.   ..." 

Lord  Cornbury's  peculiar  actions  in  dressing  in  female  attire  is 
commented  upon  by  Lewis  Morris  in  a  letter  dated  February,  1708 
to  the  Secretary  of  State: 

"I  must  say  something  which  perhaps  nobody  will  think  worth 
their  while  to  tell,  and  that  is  his  dressing  publicly  in  woman's 
clothes  every  day  and  putting  a  stop  to  all  public  business  while 
he  is  pleasing  himself  with  that  peculiar  but  detestable  magot." 

Three  reasons  are  assigned  for  his  actions  by  several  writers: 
First,  that  when  Lord  Cornbury  was  appointed  Governor  of  New 
York  and  told  he  should  represent  Her  Majesty,  he  fancied  that  it 
was  necessary  to  dress  himself  as  a  woman  and  actually  did  so. 
Another  ascribes  his  silly  masquerading  in  female  attire  to  his 
belief  that  he  resembled  his  cousin,  the  Queen,  while  a  third  says 
he  made  a  vow  and  obliged  himself  for  a  month  in  every  year  to 
wear  woman's  clothes  and  with  a  fan  in  his  hand  was  frequently 
seen  at  night  on  the  ramparts. 

Whatever  actuated  the  Governor  to  these  antics  may  not  be 
entirely  clear  but  that  he  was  the  most  detested  and  unpopular 
Colonial  Governor  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  he  was  no  sooner 
removed  from  his  office  than  he  was  lodged  in  jail  for  failing  to  pay 
his  debts  and  only  released  upon  the  death  of  his  father  the  Earl 
of  Clarendon  who  left  him  sufficient  funds  to  pay  his  creditors 
and  return  to  England. 
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SOCIETY  NOTES 

During  the  summer  the  new  book  stacks  and  steel  cases  for  the 
Archives  of  the  Society  were  installed  on  the  Library  Floor.  The 
priceless  collection  of  manuscripts  which  will  be  moved  into  these 
steel  cases,  assures  them  from  all  possible  danger  in  these  fire- 
proof compartments. 

The  next  Lecture  before  the  Society  will  be  "The  Village  of 
Yorkville,"  on  Tuesday  evening,  November  12,  191 8.  By  Mr. 
Frank  Warren  Crane. 

The  following  schedule  of  illustrated  historical  and  patriotic 
lectures  will  be  given  in  the  Hall  of  the  Society  to  school  children 
on  Saturday  mornings  at  1 1  o'clock  during  October  and  Novem- 
ber. These  lectures  are  free  to  all  and  no  ticket  of  admission  will 
be  required. 

Oct.  5.  "Our  American  Army  in  France  and  the  World  War." 
By  Alexander  J.  Wall.     Series  I. 

Oct.  12.  "Indians  of 'New  York  City."  By  Reginald  Pelham 
Bolton. 

Oct.  19.  "Our  American  Army  in  France  and  the  World  War." 
By  Alexander  J.  Wall.     Series  II. 

Oct.  26.  "The  Village  of  Yorkville,"  N.  Y.  City.  By  Frank 
Warren  Crane. 

Nov.  2.  "Our  American  Army  in  France  and  the  World  War." 
By  Alexander  J.  Wall.     Series  III. 

Nov.  9.  "Greenwich  Village,"  N.  Y.  City.  By  Thomas  J. 
Burton. 

Nov.  16.  "Our  American  Army  in  France  and  the  World  War." 
By  Alexander  J.  Wall.    Series  IV. 

Nov.  23.  "The  Village  of  Chelsea,"  N.  Y.  City.  By  Alexander 
J.  Wall. 

Nov.  30.  "Our  American  Army  in  France  and  the  World  War." 
By  Alexander  J.  Wall.    Series  V. 

The  Series  of  five  lectures  on,  "Our  American  Army  in  France 
and  the  World  War,"  will  be  illustrated  with  the  latest  photo- 
graphs from  France  secured  and  selected  by  the  Bureau  of  Pub- 
lic Information  at  Washington,  D.  C. 
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Necrology 

Edmund  Wetmore,  member  since  1907,  died  July  8,  1918,  in 
the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

Alice  Keteltas,  life  member  since  1902,  died  August  7,  1918, 
at  her  home  in  Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Cortlandt  de  Peyster  Field,  life  member  since  1850,  died  Au- 
gust 8,  191 8,  at  his  residence,  Field  Home,  Peekskill-on-Hudson. 

Prof.  Herbert  L.  Osgood,  member  since  1893,  died  September 
11,  1918,  at  Brentwood,  N.  Y.,  in  the  63rd  year  of  his  age. 

Albert  Crane,  life  member  since  1873,  died  September  21,  1918 
at  Stamford,  Conn.,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age. 


LIBRARY  NOTES 

The  Baptisms  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  1 804-1 805 
published  in  our  last  bulletin  will  be  continued  and  completed 
in  the  January  1919  issue. 


The  Isaac  J.  Greenwood  Collection  of  Powder  Horn  drawings 
covering  the  French  and  Indian  War,  The  War  of  the  Revolution, 
The  War  of  181 2,  and  Mexican  War  will  be  placed  on  exhibition 
during  November  and  December,  191 8. 


As  space  will  permit  from  time  to  time  the  bulletin  will  contain 
items  of  New  York  City  historical  and  genealogical  interest  taken 
from  the  manuscript  notes  of  William  Kelby,  late  Librarian  of  the 
Society  and  an  authority  on  New  York  City  History.  In  this  num- 
ber some  of  his,  "Notes  on  American  Artists,"  appear. 


The  Society  is  in  receipt  of  three  portraits  of  the  DePeyster 
family  bequeathed  by  the  late  Miss  Emily  DePeyster. 


Mr.  Philip  J.  Kearny  presented  the  following  manuscripts  re- 
lating to  the  Watts  and  Allied  Families:  Copy-book  of  letters  of 
John  Watts,  1 762-1 765,  207  Letters  to  Robert  Watts  from  Archi- 
bald Kennedy,  Ann  Kennedy,  J.  Mallet,  John  Johnson,  M.  Leake, 
M.  Johnson,  Thos.  Barclay,  Robert  Harper,  John  Kennedy,  J.  D. 
Dickinson,    J.    Beddoe,    Robt.    Kennedy,    Mary   Johnstone,   John 
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Mandeville,  and  Peter  Betts,  1765-1826;  12  Letters  to  John  Watts 
from  Bellefeuille,  John  Drummond,  Frances  Holland,  W.  Nicoll, 
and  Nicoll  Havens,  1767-1779;  72  Letters  to  Robert  and  John 
Watts  from  John  Watts,  1 778-1 789;  24  Letters  from  John  Watts, 
Jr.,  to  Robert  Watts,  1807-1812;  3  Letters  from  Robert  Watts 
to  M.  Leake,  181 1;  39  Deeds,  23  Leases,  4  Bonds,  and  5  Wills, 
1693-1808. 

Mrs.  Winfield  Scott  Wright  presented  a  letter  addressed  to 
George  Washington,  President  of  the  United  States  from  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Seven  Nations  relative  to  a  recent  Indian  treaty,  dated, 
"Caknawage,"  February  4,  1796. 


Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  presented  the  rare  Bradford  Imprint: 
"An  Ordinance  for  Regulating  and  Establishing  Fees,  by  His  Ex- 
cellency Robert  Hunter,  Esq.,  Capt.  General  and  Governor  in 
Chief  in  and  over  the  Provinces  of  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  of 
all  the  Territories  and  Tracts  of  Land  depending  thereon  in  Amer- 
ica," 1710.  

Robert  Hendre  Kelby  2d  was  elected  a  Life  Member  of  the 
Society. 
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NOTES   ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 
By  William   Kelby,   Late  Librarian  of  the   Society 

I 

The  following  Limners  were  admitted  Freemen  of  the  City  of 
New  York: 

1698,       December  13,  Evert  Duyckinck,  Limner 

1698-9,  February  3,  Gerrett  Duyckinck, 

1718,       April  22,  Nehemiah  Partridge, 

173 1,      April  6,  Gerrardus  Duyckinck, 

1734-5,  February  18,  Raphael  Goelet, 

1744,      June  19,  Richard  Clarke  Cooke,  Painter  and  Limner 

Lawrence  Kilburn,  sometimes  written  Killbrunn,  arrived  here 
from  London  in  the  early  part  of  May,  1754,  in  the  brig  Maria, 
Thomas  Miller,  master:  and  he  appears  to  have  sought  employ- 
ment as  a  Portrait  Painter  very  soon  after. 

The  following,  very  probably,  was  his  first  introduction  to  the 
public,  in  this  City: 

Lawrence  Kilburn,  Limner.  Just  arrived  from  London  with 
Capt.  Miller,  hereby  acquaints  all  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  inclined 
to  favour  him  in  having  their  Pictures  drawn,  that  he  don't  doubt 
of  pleasing  them  in  taking  a  true  Likeness,  and  finishing  the  Drap- 
ery in  a  proper  Manner,  as  also  in  the  Choice  of  Attitudes,  suitable 
to  each  Person's  Age  and  Sex,  and  giving  agreeable  Satisfaction,  as 
he  has  heretofore  done  to  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  in  London.  He 
may  at  present  be  apply'd  to,  at  his  Lodgings,  at  Mr.  Bogart's 
near  the  New  Printing-Office  in  Beaver-Street.  [N.  Y.  Gazette :  or 
The  Weekly  Post-Boy,  July  8,  1754.] 

This  advertisement  was  followed  by  others,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing are  specimens: 

Lawrence  Kilburnn,  Limner,  from  London,  wTho  lately  adver- 
tised in  the  New-York  Gazette,  hereby  acquaints  all  gentlemen  and 
ladies,  that  are  mindful  to  see  some  of  his  performances,  that  he 
has  now  several  pieces  taken  from  the  life,  finished  in  his  room;  as 
also  sundry  other  curious  pieces,  scarcely  to  be  met  with  at  any 
other  place  in  this  city;  he  therefore  hopes  that  gentlemen  and 
ladies  who  have  a  taste  that  way,  will  favour  him  with  their  com- 
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pany  and  doubts  not,  but  a  view  of  his  performances  will  engage 
them  to  encourage  him  in  this  branch  of  business,  as,  at  present, 
there  is  no  other  in  town  who  pretends  thereto.  Said  Kilburnn 
lodges  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Daniel  Bogert,  next  Door  to  the  late 
Rev.  Mr.  Bod's,  near  the  New  Printing-Office,  in  Beaver-Street. 
[N.  Y.  Mercury,  September  30,  1754.] 

Lawrence  Kilbrunn,  Limner,  from  London,  Continues,  as  usual, 
to  draw  to  the  life.  Ladies  and  gentlemen  that  have  not  as  yet 
seen  many  of  his  performances,  may  now  have  an  opportunity  of 
viewing  sundry  pieces  together,  which  he  has  drawn  to  the  entire 
satisfaction  of  the  persons  for  whom  they  were  designed.  He  may 
be  applied  to  at  his  lodgings,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Peter  Rosevelt, 
in  Bayard's-street.  He  draws  also  in  miniature.  [N.  Y.  Mercury, 
October  3,  1757.] 

L.  Kilbrun's  Paint  Store,  At  the  White  Hall,  New  York,  Hath 
For  Sale: 

White  lead  Vermillion 

Spanish  brown  Prussian  blue 

Yellow  oaker  White  vitriol 

Verdigrise  Spanish  whiting 

Red  lead  Paint  brushes 

Linseed  oil  And  all  sorts  of  Crown 

White  varnish  Window  glass. 
Spirits  of  turpentine 

Also  portrait  painters'  colours,  canvas  hair  and  Fitch  pencils, 
tools  and  gilt  carved  frames  for  portraits;  leaf  gold,  and  silver,  do. 
etc.     [N.  Y.  Journal  or  General  Advertiser,  August  4,  1768.] 

Mr.  Kilburn  was  licensed  to  be  married  to  Judith  Eyraud,  of 
the  city  of  New- York,  on  the  twenty-fourth  of  June,  1761;  and  he 
continued  to  paint  portraits,  in  that  city,  as  opportunity  was  af- 
forded; indeed,  it  is  said  that  the  Beekman  family  possesses  two 
half-lengths,  size  of  life,  which  were  painted  by  him  in  that  year. 
The  following,  published  in  the  following  year,  indicates  his  occu- 
pation at  that  time: 

Lawrence  Kilbrun,  Portrait  Painter,  Takes  this  Opportunity  to 
acquaint  the  Publick,  that  he  is  removed  to  Crown-street,  which 
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leads  from  the  Fly-market  up  to  the  New  Dutch  Church,  next 
door  to  Mr.  Stephany,  Chymist,  and  over  against  Messrs.  Living- 
ston's Sugar  House. 

N.  B.  He  continues  Face  painting  as  usual,  and  hath  at  pres- 
ent by  him,  a  large  Collection  of  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  Pictures, 
which  may  be  seen  at  his  House.     [N.  Y.  Mercury,  May  17,  1762.] 

The  habits  of  the  New-Yorkers  appear,  however,  to  have  been 
ill  adapted  for  the  encouragement  of  the  Fine  Arts;  and,  like  his 
contemporary,  Abraham  De  Lanoy,  Junior,  Mr.  Kilburn,  after 
many  years  of  hard  work  to  establish  himself  as  an  artist,  seems  to 
have  been  compelled  to  seek  other  employment  than  that  of  paint- 
ing portraits.    The  following  advertisement  tells  its  own  story: 

L.  Kilburn 's  Paint  Store,  at  the  White  Hall,  New  York,  Hath 
for  Sale, 

White  lead  Vermillion 

Spanish  brown  Prussian  blue 

Yellow  oaker  White  vitriol 

Verdigrise  Spanish  whiting 

Red  lead  Paint  brushes 

Linseed  oil  Window  glass,  6  by  8;  7  by  9;  8 

White  varnish  by  10;  9  by  1 1 ;    10  by  12;  11 

Spirits  of  turpentine  by  13,  etc.,  etc.,  etc. 

All  as  cheap  as  anybody  sells  in  the  place.  [N.  Y.  Journal;  or 
The  General  Advertiser,  June  ji,  1772.] 

The  following  tells  the  last  sad  story  of  this  Artist's  career: 
All  persons  indebted  to  the  estate  of  Lawrence  Kilburn,  de- 
ceased, are  hereby  requested  to  make  immediate  payment  to  Ju- 
dith Kilburn,  executrix,  who  has  for  sale  at  her  house  next  door  to 
the  Hon.  John  Watts,  Esq.;  wholesale  and  retail,  on  the  most  rea- 
sonable terms,  for  cash,  viz: 

White  lead  ground  in  oil,  ditto  dry,  red  lead,  Spanish  brown 
ground  in  oil,  ditto  dry,  yellow  oaker,  ground  ditto,  verdigrease 
ground  in  oil,  ditto  dry,  rose,  pink,  Dutch  pink,  Prussian  blue, 
I  111  k\  umber,  Naples  yellow. — Also  8  by  6,  9  by  7,  10  by  8,  11  by 
<;,  and  12  by  10  crown  window  glass.  [Rivingtons  N.  Y.  Gazetteer, 
September  21,  1775.] 


THE 
NEW- YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

QUARTERLY  BULLETIN 


Vol.  II 


JANUARY,  1919 


THE  REMSEN   BUILDING 

Broadway  and  Cbambers  Street 
Fourth  Home  of  The  New-York  Historical  Society,  1832-1837 


No.  4 


NEW  YORK:     170   CENTRAL   PARK   WEST 

PUBLISHED     BY    THE    SOCIETY    AND     ISSUED    TO    MEMBERS 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY 

Elected  January  2,  1917,  for  Three  Years,  ending  1920 


PRESIDENT 

JOHN  ABEEL  WEEKES 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM  MILLIGAN  SLOANE 

SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT 

WALTER  LISPENARD  SUYDAM 

THIRD   VICE-PRESIDENT 

GERARD  BEEKMAN* 

FOURTH  VICE-PRESIDENT 

FRANCIS  ROBERT  SCHELL 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

ARCHER  MILTON  HUNTINGTON 

DOMESTIC  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

JAMES  BENEDICT 

RECORDING  SECRETARY 

STUYVESANT  FISH* 

TREASURER 

FREDERIC  DELANO  WEEKES 

LIBRARIAN 

ROBERT  HENDRE  KELBY 


♦Elected  by  the  Executive  Committee  Dec.  18,  1917,  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Capt.  Fancher  Nicoll  who 
resigned  to  serve  with  the  Colors. 

♦Deceased 
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OF  THE   SOCIETY. 

The  Autograph  Copy  of  the  "Visit  from  St.  Nicholas" 

The  world-renowned  and  unsurpassed  Christmas  poem  "A  Visit 
from  St.  Nicholas"  or  "  Twas  the  Night  before  Christmas"  was 
first  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  public  on  December  23,  1823, 
when  it  appeared  anonymously  in  the  Troy  Sentinel  published  at 
Troy,  New  York. 

The  original  poem,  which  is  said  to  have  been  composed  in 
1822  by  Clement  C.  Moore  as  a  Christmas  present  for  his  two 
daughters,  is  not  known  to  be  in  existence.  Forty  years  later  when 
Dr.  Moore  was  in  his  83rd  year,  Mr.  George  H.  Moore,  Librarian 
of  The  New- York  Historical  Society,  suggested  that  he  write  an  auto- 
graph copy  of  the  celebrated  poem  for  the  archives  of  the  Society 
and  as  is  seen  by  the  following  letter  the  request  was  complied  with, 
and  we  reproduce  the  autograph  copy  of  the  poem  with  this  article. 

73  East  12th  St. 
New  York,  March  15th  1862. 
Geo.  H.  Moore  Esqr 

Librarian  of  The  New- York  Historical  Society: 
Dear  Sir: 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  Doctor  Clement  C. 
Moore  has  been  so  kind  as  to  comply  with  my  request  (made  at 
your  suggestion)  to  furnish,  for  the  Archives  of  our  Society,  an 
Autograph  Copy  of  his  justly  celebrated  "Visit  from  St.  Nicholas." 
I  now  enclose  it  to  you. — 

I  hardly  need  call  your  attention  to  the  distinctness  and  beauty 
of  his  hand  writing: — very  remarkable,  considering  his  advanced 
age,  (he  completed  his  82d  year  in  July  last)  and  his  much  impaired 
eye  sight. 

These  lines  were  composed  for  his  two  daughters,  as  a  Christ- 
mas present,  about  40  years  ago. — They  were  copied  by  a  relative 
of  Dr.  Moores  in  her  Album,  from  which  a  copy  was  made  by  a  friend 
of  hers,  from  Troy,  and,  much  to  the  surprise  of  the  Author,  were 
published  (for  the  first  time)  in  a  Newspaper  of  that  city. — 

In  an  interview  that  I  had  yesterday  with  Dr.  Moore,  he  told 
me  that  a  portly,  rubicund,  Dutchman,  living  in  the  neighbourhood 
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i  km ou$  (~i\£  /vu ukk~  v< fvi c  (oMjuJinryi oJ,  when  caU  th^iou-ah 

the,  jkouAe. 

J^^otMim^J^cAiL^um^    Lj    the  diwvnxM  /u^t4i  ca*^, 
Jm  jkvji&i  ttii*F&>  JfttMaJ  Jwn  aw/d  fa  \%tna^ 
J  lie  cMa/c^i€^v  tAKhi  p>\jtJt&!*L  all ^yuMt   {'^  tke<Ji  titJlj, 
WuX^W    oj  j\uaaA-kL*AVlt  dcAmUel ^*t  tklot  Mtadi; 
CVrul  fyn&i<vwYiu  Am  4m  ^kexoh'e/-,  ^/nd  J  //*  /*ru/  *aAit 
M-ad  liAAt />ettk<t  o<ift    (n<A* mJ  -jfn  Ca  Uxnq  juu\MJT&i%A  jHcuk  ; 
When  oxd'c^ijtki  (.uaaj%  th&ie.  CaJu>S< A<ajlKu  clatter, 
J  JjiAounct  -bum  the  fad  to  Ate.  ivkut fjcLat  j^aJ  the  /yncrfteh. 
LLutcasu  to   &h-£  u>vncL><*r  J  4(clir  i^'Mc  a  ftaJh^ 
Soijl  ofvt/yi  Hit  jMaaJX&iJ  CAnrxd  thneA^r^^  bkuJUudi. 
5Tu  /vvukw,  on/ii^  (yi-eaJt'  o4  the  f^c^-rcAMr^  ^MuT 
Cip.vc.    Htje-    CuAstC    ojj  fYriia-  devu    to  bln&ttZ  itivur^ 
W£*/k   fj*\ukJb   to  jWAj    uj^yxelvumo  pvjU  ^4uyuld  UfvhtCAK, 
JiuJr  ca  /vnA/h^cAAune  Afc^CiU,  and  fAeMr  Vimaa  neAW-  dtviy 
VvCtfc  a  LitfZe  cid  cbwvVLrko  ttv-clu  a^d  auaUAj 
J  k<yuw  in  ca  fYruyMLrUr ^JrpmAAJt'  o*  Mr.  M<cM  * 
Monc  takxol  tkcA/u  tattle*  /W   U>WUitW  they  ca/me^ 
Cinci  tut siviuJtftd  cvnd J  housed {  o^d  called  tjrwm  ly  /w* 
"J/oiaT'  &CAXhon  f  fluM*f  *z5concen-\  (toO\AT%  Vfousncen.  a-nd  <Vu* 

1Ttfu   tvfv  oj  tAxt  juncit !    t<J  LAx*.  Cvfx  of  tit£  jLvoll  ' 
\Ng\aS  dcAjii  (AAA/ayl  dtuk  aurcciij  daMi  <m*kaa/  Ca£1  t  *J 
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Jo  /ujv  &  &*  fa**** - ty  &*-  u>«n*«u  tke^  fW, 
WjitL  Hi*  }Uyh  fM>  of  foyJ,  and  A  MohvtaJ  fax>. 

*Jkl,  fifrUMoi/nq  atyid  La*<H<*ia  of  tfrch  little    hoofr ■ 

CU   J  ckiexAj-  i/n  prvx/u  \\exA.d}  Cash<1  jlvcaJ  ~fa,*svtoi/n.a    CA/w-uM^y 
2)o4MTv  the  ohtmvtyMJb.  Jfuholcd    ccvyru- /ux'tfu  a  Cound. 

(X  (wimMq  oj  SonA  hzj^ad  y&wq    on  JviJ  (rcccA, 

ri  U  &u£j  —  \yj>\AT  tM&M-biAHSHMlicl  I  tu'j  dt/vvAlw  hour  flvvAMl  I 
UU  (JnzJfU  j^t/vt   like  rur*tAt   IvCJ  prujJLt   CiA*    d  tMwvu  ' 

Hti  <W/ to/«  ^W^  ww^  ^a  ^ 

CUrf  tti*.  Land  oftMti  chl* ^rcu  wp>faKt  on  tiutjMTi 
U.£.,Jifrf/vnft  ofya  jUju.  h*  \vtld  (nakt^M  k^  heath, 
CW  Wu  /*****  /Jrjt/HoiJitJtJ  Lu  head  Icjkc  &  /atuoH,, 

J  IdtJr yS4uh>4i,  ^tu/vx  M*  tcM^Qjk^d,  u'Ml  a   HnMArf  /<x#  (rfj&Uu. 

«  pwk  of  MX4^    W  «  CuHJlr  of  AM  head, 
Jcxm  yew  /»u<cA*uHArjAud/vi*4hA*a  to  dncadr 
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hjAt  J  hcwd  Au'v*  fctclcusYK^e  jie  cOio*t  OiM' of  Arafat 
f^GJrJp.'u    U^juAt/vrtcut  U>  o.K}  Ciiad  ^   CaM  U    cow d  fn*cM . 

(  SGI,  Mcwclh  /3.  on*  cUsyvcM^  w*i 


of  his  fathers  country  seat,  Chelsea,  suggested  to  him  the  idea  of 
making  St.  Nicholas  the  hero  of  this  "Christmas  piece"  for  his 
children. 

I  remain,  very  respy.  Your  ob\  st. 

T.  W.  C.  Moore 

The  story  of  this  charming  Christmas  poem  runs,  that  Miss 
Harriet  Butler,  daughter  of  the  Reverend  David  Butler,  rector  of 
St.  Paul's  Episcopal  Church,  Troy,  New  York,  was  visiting  the 
Moore  family  in  New  York  City  in  1823,  when  she  met  with 
the  poem.  Delighted  with  its  rhythm  and  happy  conceptions 
she  requested  the  privilege  of  making  a  copy  of  it.  On  her 
return  to  Troy  she  sent  it  to  the  Editor  of  the  Troy  Sentinel, 
Orville  L.  Holley,  who  published  it  in  the  issue  of  December 
23,    [823    with    an    introductory   paragraph    in   which    he   thanked 
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the  unknown  sender  and  complimented  the  unknown  author.  It 
is  recorded  that  the  publication  of  it  caused  Professor  Moore 
regret  and  chagrin  as  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  published,  but  as  it 
grew  in  popularity  each  year  by  its  republication  at  Christmastide, 
the  desire  to  know  the  author  became  more  intense  and  in  1829 
the  Troy  Sentinel  announced  that  the  author  of  the  famous  lines 
belonged  "by  birth  and  residence  to  the  City  of  New  York,  and  that 
he  is  a  gentleman  of  more  merit  as  a  scholar  and  a  writer  than 
many  of  more  noisy  pretentions." 

Altho  the  Editor  of  the  Troy  Sentinel  intimated  that  he  knew 
the  name  of  the  author  of  the  poem  in  1829,  it  was  not  until  1838 
that  its  authorship  was  publicly  acknowledged  when  it  appeared 
in  the  Troy  Budget,  December  25th  of  that  year  and  again  in  1844 
in  a  volume  of  poems  entitled  "Poems  by  Clement  C.  Moore, 
LL.D."  New  York:  1844. 

Of  the  verses  printed  in  this  volume  the  only  one  that  attracted 
the  slightest  attention  was  "A  Visit  from  St.  Nicholas,"  which  the 
author  considered  of  so  little  merit  and  did  not  want  published. 

The  poem  was  first  illustrated  by  Myron  King,  an  engraver  of 
Troy,  New  York,  about  the  year  1830,  when  a  broadside  appeared 
with  the  now  familiar  picture  of  Santa  Claus  in  a  sleigh  and  eight 
tiny  reindeer  riding  over  the  housetops.  The  picture  was  printed 
above  the  poem  on  single  sheets  which  were  distributed  as  a 
"Carrier's  Address,"  a  common  custom  at  that  time  of  some 
newspapers. 

Dr.  Clement  C.  Moore  was  the  son  of  Bishop  Benjamin  Moore. 
He  was  born  in  New  York  City,  July  15,  1779,  and  died  at  Newport, 
R.  I.,  July  10,  1863.  A  Graduate  of  Columbia  University  in  1798 
and  altho  educated  and  prepared  for  the  ministry  he  never  took 
orders,  but  became  professor  of  Oriental  and  Greek  literature  in 
the  General  Theological  Seminary  /to  which  institution  he  had 
made  in  181 8  a  generous  donation  of  the  land  on  which  the  Seminary 
buildings  now  stand.  In  1809  he  published  a  "Hebrew  and  Greek 
Lexicon"  the  first  of  the  kind  in  America.  But  he  is  remembered 
most  familiarly  by  that  simple  and  beautiful  poem  which  has  for 
generations  delighted  old  and  young  alike  at  each  Christmastide. 
Translated  into  many  languages  "A  Visit  from  St.  Nicholas"  is  a 
monument  of  enduring  fame  to  its  author. 
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Baptisms  of  the 

First  Presbyterian  Church,  N.  Y.  Cityj 

i  804- i  809 

(Continued) 


1806 

Jany  1     George  Wray,  Son  of  Charles  Kane,  &  Maria  Wray,  his  Wife, 
born  January  10th  1803. 

Jany  1     Catharine  Maria,  Daughter  of  [Charles  Kane  &  Maria  Wray,  his 
Wife,  born  Aug1  16  1805. 

Jany  4     John,  Son  of  Archibald  McGarrahill,  &  Elizabeth  Story,  his  Wife 
born  October  25,  1805. 

Jany  12     Catharine  Taylor,  Daughter  of  Thomas  Morton,   &  Catharine 
Campbell,  his  Wife,  born  January  17,  1804. 

Jany  12     Thomas,  Son   of  Thomas   Morton,  &  Catharine  Campbell,  his 
Wife,  born  Novr  26,  1805. 

Jany  19     Ann  Cathelean,   Daughter  of    Smith   Bloomfield,   &  Cathelean 
Van  Den  Burgh,  his  Wife,  born  October  IIth,  1805. 

Jany  19     Robert,  son  of  Robert  Spe:r,  &|  Maria  Wood,  his  Wife,  born 
Decr  9  1805. 

Jany  26     Mary  Ann,  Daughter  of  William  Shourt,  &  Mary  Johnson,  his 
Wife,  born  Decr  15   1805. 

Jany  27     Thomas  Ash,  Son  of  Gilbert  Tomlinson,  &  Margaret  Tylee,  his 
Wife,  born  March  8,  1801. 

Jany  27     Eliza  Ann,  Daughter  of  Gilbert  Tomlinson,  &  Margaret  Tylee, 
his  Wife,  born  Novr  6  1803. 

Jany  28     John,  son  of  William  Keese,  &  Rebecca  Linn,  his  Wife,   born 

Novr  24  1805. 

February  7     Alfred  Daniel,  Son  of  Rogert  Strong,  &  Ann  Bradley,  his 
Wife,  born  Novr  26  1805. 

Feb*  Q     Anna  Maria,  Daughter  of  Stephen  Waterbury  &  Polly  Mead,  his 
Wife,  horn  January  14  1806. 
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Feby  9     Catharine  Sears,  Daughter  of  Ebenezer  Watson,  &  Frances  Pamela 
Sedgwick,  his  Wife,  born  Jany  17  1806. 

Feby  10     Eliza,  Daughter  of  Alexander  McCoy,  &  Rebecca  Harcourt,  his 
Wife,  born  Decr   23  1805. 

Feby  11     John,  Son  of  John  Campbell,  &  Janet  McPherson,  his  Wife,  born 
Aug1  24,  1805. 

Feby  16     Emily  Phillips,  Daughter  of  John  Aspinwall,  &  —   Howland, 
his  Wife,  born  Jany  20  1806. 

February   20     Catharine   Maria,    Daughter   of  James   Crechton   &   Ann 
McCleve,  his  Wife,  born  January  15,  1806, 

February  20     Pamela  Agnes,  Daughter  of  Peter  Fair,  &  Rachel  Wilse, 
his  Wife,  born  May  24,  1805. 

Feby  23     Moses,  Son  of  Jacob  B.  Taylor,  &  Martha   Mary  Brent,  his 
Wife,  born  January  11   1806. 

February    23     Gertrude    Laura,    Daughter    of   Maturin    Livingston,    & 
— Lewis,  his  Wife,  born — 

February  28     Edward  Millington,  Son  of  Samuel  Miller,  &  Sarah  Sergeant, 
his  Wife,  born  January  20,  1806. 

March  2     Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  John  Zule,  &  Janet  Sheir,  his  Wife, 
born  Novr  27  1805. 

March  2     Ann,  Daughter  of  Isaac  Kip,  &  Catharine  Martin,  his  Wife, 
born  Decr  16  1805. 

March   5     Archibald,   Son  of  Archibald   Galbreath   &  Mary  White,   his 
Wife,  born  Decr  10th   1805. 

March  6     Andrew  Durham,  Son  of  John  Euson,  &  Jane  Ann  Kip,  his 
Wife,  born  February  9  1806. 

March  27     John  Perrin,  Son  of  John  Smith,  &  Dorothy  Berrian,  his  Wife, 
born  July  12,  1803. 

March  27     Cornelia  Perrin,  Daughter  of  John  Smith,  &  Dorothy  Berrian, 
his  Wife,  born  April  23  1805. 

March  27     John  Christopher,  Son  of  George  Smith,  &  Catharine  Endeman, 
his  Wife,  born  — 

April  13     James  Woodhull,  Son  of  George  Griswold,  &  Eliza  Woodhull, 
his  Wife,  born  January  31,  1806. 

Apl   15     Mary  Alexander,  Daughter  of  Samuel  Denton,  &  Molly  Thomp- 
son, his  Wife,  born  Jany  19  1806. 
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Ap1   20     Eliza,   Daughter  of  Richard  Greenwood,  &  Mary  Murphy,  his 
Wife,  born  Decr  24  1805. 

April  27     Eleanor  Ann,  Daughter  of  John  Bayne,  &  Ann  Muirhead,  his 
Wife,  born  Decr   15  1805. 

May  4       Janet  Ann,  Daughter  of  Hugh  McBride,  &  Hester  Savage,  his 
Wife,  born  Ap1   14  1806. 

May  4     James  Anthony,  Son  of  Isaac  McComb,  &  Catharine  Bagley,  his 
Wife,  born  Octr   16  1805. 

June   1      Elizabeth,   Daughter  of  James   King,   &   Eleanor  Andrews,  his 
Wife,  born  May  5  1806. 

June  2     Eliza  Ann,  Daughter  of  William  Toft,  and  Winchey  Walker,  his 
Wife,  born  Jany  9  1802. 

June  2     Susan  Ann,  Daughter  of  William  Toft,  &  Winchey  Walker,  his 
Wife,  born  January  9  1802. 

June  4     Eliza  Catharine,  Daughter  of  Sebbeus  Loomis,  &  Eliza  Kellogg, 
his  Wife,  born  Decr  10,  1806. 

June  6     Eliza,  Daughter  of  John  SufFern,  &  Elizabeth  Suffern,  his  Wife, 
born  Decr  2  1805. 

June  7     Rebecca  Jane,  Daughter  of  Otis  Taft  and  Charity  Watson,  his 
Wife,  born  Ap1   30  1806. 

June  10     Matilda,  Daughter  of  Charles  Snowden,  &  Frances  Malcom,  his 
Wife,  born  April  25,  1806. 

June  11     Hiram,  son  of  Hiram  Gardner,  &  Jane  Randall,  his  Wife,  born 
Aug1  24  1805. 

June  29     Jacob  Appley,  Son  of  Thomas  Jones,  &  Elizabeth  Maybee,  his 
Wife,  born  March  3d  1806. 

July  3     Ellen,  Daughter  of  William  Maxwell,  and  Isabella  Rankin,  his 
Wife,  born  January  23,  1806. 

July  6     Joseph  Henry,  Son  of  John  Stewart  and  Jean  Mary  Cohade,  his 
'  Wife,  born  May  Ist  1806. 

Aug1    14     John   Leverage,   Son  of  Peter  Targe  and   Eliza   Bushfield,   his 
Wife,  born  March  14  1806. 

Aug*    14     Joseph  Robinson,  Son  of  William  Bleecker,  &  Elizabeth  Robin- 
son, his  Wife,  born  March  26,  1806. 

Sept*   3      Sarah  Matilda,  Daughter  of  William  Dustan,  &  Sarah  Martin, 
his  Wife,  born  Decr   1 1,  1806. 
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Septr  3     Sarah,  Daughter  of  Joseph  Watkins  &  Elizabeth  Gillehen,  his 
Wife,  born  Novr  21   1804. 

Septr  3     Ann,  Daughter  of  Joseph  Watkins,  &  Elizabeth   Gillehen,  his 
Wife,  born  July  23,  1806. 

Septr  5     Peter,  Son  of  Peter  Smith,  &  Jane  Van  Sickle,  his  Wife,  born 
July  20  1806. 

Sept.  5     James  Southerland,  Son  of  James  Olmstead,  &  Margaret  Souther- 
land,  his  Wife,  born  March  27,  1806. 

Septr  7     Mary  Ann,  Daughter  of  Miles  Hitchcock,  &  Sarah  Hopson,  his 
Wife,  born  August  13  1806. 

October   16     Eleanora   Brown,   Daughter  of  William  Moore,   and  Sarah 
Armstrong  (Widow  McFarran)  his  Wife,  born  October  21   1801. 

October  16     Washington  Ranton,  Son  of  William  Moore,  and  Sarah  Arm- 
strong (Widow  McFarran)  his  Wife,  born  July  4  1805. 

October  16     Frances  Caroline,  Daughter  of  Gerardus  Camp,  &  Deborah 
Best,  his  Wife,  born  May  28,  1805. 

October  17     Robert  Halliday,  Son  of  Thomas  Rogerson  &  Elizabeth  Halli- 
day,  his  Wife,  born  Septr  23   1806. 

October  26     Samuel,  Son  of  Samuel  Hutchings  &  Lois  Whitehead,  his 
Wife,  born  Septr  15  1806. 

Octr  26     John,  Son  of  Timothy  Jarvis  &  Mercy  Smith,  his  Wife,  born 
Septr  2d  1806. 

Novr  2     Jane  Sisson,  Daughter  of  William  Blackstock,  &  Eliza  Maxwell, 
his  Wife,  born  Septr  19,  1806. 

Novr  23d     John,  Son  of  George  Graham,  &  Elija  Brasch,  his  Wife,  born 

Novr  ist  1806. 

Decr  9     Sarah  Byers,  Daughter  of  James  Burger,  &  Sarah  Cobb,  his  Wife, 
born  July  31  1804. 

Decr  9     James  Sanford,  Son  of  James  Burger  and  Sarah  Cobb,  his  Wife, 
born  Aug1  3  d  1806. 

Decr  12     James  Arrott,  Son  of  James   Stewart,   and   Isabella  Todd,   his 
Wife,  born  Septr  9  1806. 

Decr  13     Thomas  Whitelaw,  Son  of  Robert  Johnston,  and  Hannah  Hooper, 
his  Wife,  born  October  5  1806. 

Decr  25     Mary  Ogden,  Daughter  of  Elias  Haines  &  Mary  Ogden  his  Wife, 
born  October  3d  1806. 
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Jany  3      Margaret  Isabella,   Daughter  of  Thomas    Shapter,    &    Margaret 
Sterling,  his  Wife,  born  Decr  28,  1806. 

Jany  4     William,  Son  of  William   Buttrie  and  Mary  Tharpe,   his  Wife, 
born  September  8th  1806. 

Jany  5     Jane,  Daughter  of  Robert  Williamson  and  Barbara  his  Wife,  born 
May  Ist  1798. 

Jany  5      William,  Son  of  Robert  Williamson,  and  Barbara  his  Wife,  born 
October  25  1799. 

Jany  5     John,  Son  of  Robert  Williamson,  &  Barbara  his  Wife,  born  May 

29,  1801. 

January  5     Robert,  Son  of  Robert  Williamson  &  Barbara  his  Wife,  born 
March  Ist  1802. 

Jany  5     John,  Son  of  Robert  Williamson  and  Barbara  his  Wife,  born  Dec1 

28  1806. 

January  11     Johanna  Jane,  Daughter  of  Walter  Colton,  &  Rachel  Ross, 
his  Wife,  born  January  31   1806. 

Jany  13     Washington,  Son  of  Abraham  Van  Alstyne,  &  Margaret  Hill,  his 
Wife,  born  Novr  23d  1806. 

Jany  14     Abraham  Mace,  Son  of  William  M.  Thurman,  &  Eleanor  Mace, 
his  Wife,  born  Decr  8th  1805. 

Jany  22     Margaret,  Daughter  of  Robert  Thorburn,  &  Susannah  King,  his 
Wife,  born  Decr  23  1806. 

Jany  27     Elizabeth  Ann,  Daughter  of  Andrew  Hosie,  &  Ann  Gerard,  his 
Wife,  born  May  16  1805. 

Jany  28     Alexander,  Son  of  James  Jack,  &  Isabella  McBain,  his  Wife, 
born  Septr  13  1806. 

Feby  3     Catharine  Van  Zandt,  Daughter  of  James  Sterling,  &  Jane  Van 
Zandt  (Widow  Griffiths),  his  Wife,  born  January  6  1807. 

Feby  4     John,  Son  of  Alexander  Thompson,  &  Jane  Britton,  his  Wife, 
born  January  3   1807. 

February  8     Peter  Lewis,  Son  of  Peter  Morison  &  Maria  Delves  Hawkins, 
his  Wife,  born  January  20,  1807. 

February  9     James  Alexander,  Son  of  William  Sterling,  &  Isabella  Mc- 
Clure,  his  Wife,  born  October  31  1806. 

Feby  17     Jane,  Daughter  of  William  Cairns,  &  Sarah  McDavitt,  his  Wife, 
born  Jany  20  1807. 
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Feby  23     James  Stuart,  Son  of  Hugh  Auchincloss  &  Ann  Anthony  Stuart, 
his  Wife,  born  January  30  1807. 

March  1     Charlotte,  Daughter  of  Daniel  Mack,  &  Elizabeth  Towt,  his 
Wife,  born  Jany  8  1807. 

March  2     James  Augustus,  Son  of  John  Anderson,  &  Ann  Tauzen,  his 
Wife,  born  Septr  17  1806. 

March  2     Laura  Ann,  Daughter  of  Daniel  Devine,  &  Jane  Thomas,  his 
Wife,  born  Novr  23   1806. 

March  3d     Ellis  Smith,  Son  of  Apollos  Potter,  &  Mary  Smith,  his  Wife, 
born  October  Ist  1806. 

March  8     William,  Son  of  John  Black,  &  Catharine  C.  Jinnings,  his  Wife, 
born  Decr  29  1805. 

March  8     Catharine,  Daughter  of  John  Black,  &  Catharine  C.  Jinnings, 
his  Wife,  born  Feby  11  1807. 

March  8     James,  Son  of  William  Adams,  &  Margaret  Jinnings,  his  Wife, 
born  October  29  1805. 

March  18     John  Jacob,  Son  of  John  Jacob  Werth,  &  Elizabeth  Brixcey, 
his  Wife,  born  February  25  1807. 

March  26     Jane,  Daughter  of  Moses  Porter,  &  Agnes  Anthony,  his  Wife, 
born  Jany  Ist  1807. 

March  29     Alexander,  Son  of  Donald  Smith,  &  Elizabeth  Davidson,  his 
Wife,  born  March  10  1807. 

Ap1   5     Sarah  Adeline,  and  Harriet  Augusta,  Daughters  of  Daniel  Board- 
man,  &  Hetty  Moore,  his  Wife,  born  Decr  4th   1806. 

April  18     Johanna,  Daughter  of  Robert  Donaldson,  &  Sarah  Henderson, 
his  Wife,  born  July  23  1806. 

Ap1   23     Priscilla  Ford,  Dr  of  John  Morris  &  Priscilla  Ford,  his  Wife,  born 
March  21  1807. 

Ap1   25     John,  son  of  John  Dillon,  &  —  Donnachy,  his  Wife,  born  March 

16  1807. 

Ap1  26     George,  Son  of  William  Steele  &  Ann  Vaughan  his  Wife,  born 
March  24  1807. 

May  3     Mary,  Daughter  of  Joshua  Werts,  &  Susetta  Stanbury,  his  Wife, 
born  8th  February  1807. 

June  9     Evelina,  Daughter  of  Alexander  McFarlin,  &  Sarah  Crissy,  his 
Wife,  born  February  5  1807. 
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June  9     William,  Son  of  John  Orr,  &  Mary  Ramsay,  his  Wife,  born  April 

19  1807. 

June  14     Henry  Phillips,  Son  of  William  Phillips,  &  Mary  McGee,  his 
Wife,  born  Ap1    17  1807. 

June  16     Isabella,  Daughter  of  Robert  Megget  Steele,  &  Isabella  White, 
his  Wife,  born  May  10  1807. 

June  21     Robert  Speir,  Son  of  Robert  Wood,  &  Elizabeth  Ann  Thompson, 
his  Wife,  born  June  4,  1807. 

June  25     James,  Son  of  William  Tough,  &  Jane  Sloan,  his  Wife,  born 
June  10,  1807. 

June  28     Mary  Eliza,   Daughter  of  John  A.    Mildenberger,   &  Ann   De 
Witt,  his  Wife,  born  Ap1   20  1807. 

July  16     Caroline,  Daughter  of  Thomas  McCready,  &  Margaret  Miller, 
his  Wife,  born  June  30  1807. 

August  9     Catharine,  Daughter  of  Abraham  Egbert,  &  Susanna  Emmit, 
his  Wife,  born  June  18  1807. 

August  9     Henry  Phillips,  Son  of  Josiah  Muir,  &  Mary  Tucker,  his  Wife, 
born  Septr  27  1807. 

August  16     Samuel  McLane,  Son  of  Jehu  Lewis,  &  Elizabeth  Ferguson, 
his  Wife,  born  July  6  1807. 

Aug1  30     Catharine,  Daughter  of  Davis  Hunt,  &  Rachel  Skidmore  his 
wife,  born  June —  1807. 

Septr  5     John  Glover,  Son  of  John  Adams,  &  Ann  Glover,  his  Wife,  born 
Aug1  12  1807. 

Sept1    20     Elizabeth    Cowdrey,    Daughter   of  David    Stebbins,    &    Sarah 
Cowdrey,  his  Wife,  born  May  14  1807. 

Septr  20     William   Beattie,  Son  of  John  Telfair  &  Catharine  Wool,  his 
Wife,  born  July  22  1807. 

Septr  27     Catharine,  Daughter  of  William  Kidney,  &  Ann  Hutchings,  his 
Wife,  born  June  29  1807. 

October  4     Moses  Archer,  Son  of  George  Nixon  &  Sarah  Archer,  his  Wife, 
born  Aug1  28  1807. 

October  5     George  Robert,  Son  of  David  A.  dimming,  &  Ruth  Hunter 
(Widow  Major)  his  Wife,  born  Aug4  21  1807. 

October  25      Sarah  Sergeant,  Daughter  of  Samuel  Miller  &  Sarah  Sergeant, 
Ins  Wife,  born  Sept1"  9  1807. 
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Novr  2     Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  John  Alexander,  &  Mary  Ann  Taylor,  his 
Wife,  born  Septr  9  1807. 

Nov1  8     Margaret  Ann,  Daughter  of  Henry  Beams,  &  Margaret  George, 
his  Wife,  born  Aug1  5  1807. 

Novr  12     Susannah,  Daughter  of  Josiah  Ingersoll,  &  Susannah  Fowler, 
his  Wife,  born  Septr  12  1807. 

Novr  12     Margaret  Wallace,  Daughter  of  Andrew  Brown,  &  Mary  Ellis, 
his  Wife,  born  June  4  1807. 

Novr  15     Joseph,  Son  of  Joseph  Starry,  &  Elizabeth  McKinney,  his  Wife, 
born  January  13  1804. 

Novr  15     Eliza  Jane,  Daughter  of  Joseph  Starry,  &  Elizabeth  McKinney, 
his  Wife,  born  May  27  1807. 

Novr  15     Mary,  Daughter  of  Edward  Chapman,  &  Ann  Dean,  his  Wife, 
born  October  16  1805. 

Novr  15     Eliza,  Daughter  of  Edward  Chapman,  &  Ann  Dean,  his  Wife, 
born  Aug1  9  1807. 

Novr  18     James  Scott,  Son  of  Gilbert  Aspinwall,  &  Ann  Sowers,  his  Wife, 
born  October  19  1807. 

Nov.  21     George,  Son  of  James  Crichton,  &  Isabella  Macleve,  his  Wife, 
born  Novr  19  1807. 

Novr  22     Eliza,  Duaghter  of  Joseph  Deguerre,  &  Eliza  Haviland,  his  Wife, 
born  October  Ist  1807. 

Novr  22     Thomas  Walker,  Son  of  Thomas  Russell,  &  Margaret  Spriggs, 
his  Wife,  born  October  3  d  1807. 

Novr  23     Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  Thomas  Richards,  &  Mary  Bancker,  his 
Wife,  born  Novr  2  1807. 

Novr  23     Jane,  Daughter  of  Thomas  Shedden,  &  Cecilia  Dowdle,  his  Wife, 
born  October  13th  1807. 

Novr  24     Sarah,  Daughter  of  Lot  Howe,  &  Elizabeth  Pirce,  his  Wife,  born 
October  28  1802. 

Novr  24     Ann,  Daughter  of  Lot  Howe,  &  Elizabeth  Pirce,  his  Wife,  born 
Aug*  11th  1805. 

Nov.  29     Mary,  Daughter  of  Daniel  Fraser  &  Mary  Charlton,  his  Wife, 
born  July  19  1807. 

Novr  29     Alexander,  Son  of  Alexander  Campbell,  &  Mary  Robinson,  his 
Wife,  born  Septr  6th  1807. 
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Decr  I     Louisa  Ann,  Daughter  of  William  Bruce,  &  Mary  Lyon  Hamilton, 
his  Wife,  born  Novr  9  1807. 

Decr  4     Charles,  Son  of  John  Whittlesey,  &  Ann  G.  Kerwood,  his  Wife, 

born  Novr  3  1807. 

Decr  13     Edward,  Son  of  Samuel  Heagon,  &  Ann  Lowrey,  his  Wife,  born 
Septr  13  1807. 

Dec1  22     James  Mace,  Son  of  John  Fones,  &  Elizabeth  Shires,  his  Wife, 
born  Septr  2d  1807. 

Decr  24     Henry  Booth,  Son  of  Richard  Greenwood,  &  Mary  Murphy,  his 
Wife,  born  May  13  1807. 

Decr  30     Charles  Godfrey,  Son  of  James  Buchan,  &  Mary  Burress,  his 
Wife,  born  Novr  7th  1807. 

1808 

Jany  —  Harriet  Bowers,  Daughter  of  Benjamin  M.  Mumford,  &  Harriet 
Bowers,  his  Wife,  born  Septr  7th  1807. 

Jany  4     Cornelia  Woodhull,  Dr  of  George  Griswold,  &  Eliza  Woodhull, 
his  Wife,  born  Septr  21  1807. 

Jany  4     Caroline  Amelia,  Daughter  of  William  Hall,  and  Sally  Sill,  his 
Wife,  born  Septr  5  1807. 

Jany  16     Mary  Ann,  Daughter  of  George  Newman,  &  Frances  Sampson 
(Widow  Harvey)  his  Wife  born  May  16  1807. 

Jany  17     George,  Son  of  Abraham  Andre,  &  Catharine  Crown,  his  Wife, 
born  July  2d  1801. 

}any  25     William,  Son  of  John  Robertson,  &  Catharine  Mumford  Prentis, 
his  Wife,  born  Jany  5th  1808. 

Feby  3     Isaac  Ledyard,  Son  of  Robert  L.  Bruce,  &  Ann  Ledyard,  his  Wife, 
born  Octr  7  1807. 

Feby  3     William  Henry,  Son  of  John  Aspinwall,  &  Susan  Howland,  his 
Wife,  born  Decr  16  1807. 

Feby  7     Catharine,  Daughter  of  Charles  McGregor,  &  Janet  Shaw,    his 
Wife,  born  Jany  6  1808. 

March  2     Jane,  Daughter  of  John  Ball,  &  Nancy  Searing,  his  Wife,  born 

May  4th  1799. 

March   2     William,  Son  of  John  Ball,  &  Nancy  Searing,  his  Wife,  born 
Novr  29  1  So  1. 

March  2     Edward,  Son  of  John  Ball,  &  Nancy  Searing,  his  Wife,  born 
Ap1  25  1S06. 
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March  3     Abraham  Thorburn,  Son  of  John  F.  King,  &  Maria  C.  Duryee, 
his  Wife,  born  Aug1  7  1807. 

March  6     James  Dawson,  Son  of  William  Torrey,  &  Margaret  Nichols,  his 
Wife,  born  Feby  11   1808. 

March  6     John,  Son  of  William  Codman,  &  Susan  Coffin,  his  Wife,  born 
Jany  27  1808, 

March  20     Eupheme,  Daughter  of  Thomas  Morton,  &  Catharine  Camp- 
bell, his  Wife,  born  Feby  25,  1808. 

March  27     William  Henry,  Son  of  John  McGrath,  &  Deborah  Wool,  his 
Wife,  born  Feby  26  1808. 

Ap1  3     Harriet  Ann,  Daughter  of  Benjamin  Tucker,  &  Betsey  Cutter,  his 
Wife,  born  Feby  4,  1807. 

Ap1  24     Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  James  Hunt,  &  Mary  Cochran,  his  Wife, 
born  March  2d  1808. 

Ap1  30     Charles  Brown,  Son  of  William  Keese,  &  Rebecca  Linn,  his  Wife, 
born  October  12  1807. 

May  1     John,  son  of  John  Stewart,  &  Jane  Cohade,  his  Wife,  born  Ap1  2 

1808. 

May  15     Eliza  Ann,  Daughter  of  Hugh  McBride,  &  Hester  Savage,  his 
Wife,  born  Ap1  26  1808. 

May  15     Anna  Matilda,  Daughter  of  Edward  L.  Sheifflin,  &  Ann  Susan 
Stewart,  his  Wife,  born  Jany  17  1808. 

May  16    Allen  Armstrong,  Son  of  Jacob  Rabineau,   &  Catharine  Ann 
Laughorne  Stonehouse,  his  Wife,  born  Ap1  1,  1808. 

May  17     Peter,  Son  of  John  Campbell,  &  Janet  McPherson,  his  Wife, 
born  December  10  1806. 

May  27     George  John,  Son  of  George  Hopson,  &  Mary  Moncrief,  his 
Wife  (Widow  Lamb),  born  March  15  1805. 

May  27     Richard  Moncrief,  Son  of  George  Hopson,  &  Mary  Moncrief 
(Widow  Lamb)  his  Wife,  born  Octr  4  1806. 

May  31     Thomas  Smith,  Son  of  Charles  C.  Williams,  &  Eunice  Smith, 
his  Wife,  born  Jany  22  1808. 

May  31     Ann  Caroline,  Daughter  of  Apollos  Potter,  &  Mary  Smith,  his 
Wife,  born  Feby  24  1808. 

June  4     William  Randall,  Son  of  Randall  McDonald,  &  Anna  Cameron, 
his  Wife,  born  Ap1  3  1808. 
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June  5     Margaret  Phelp,  Daughter  of  Robert  Ainslie,  &  Elizabeth  Ann 
Telfer,  his  Wife,  born  March  24,  1808. 

June  10     Mehitabel  Ogden,  an  Adult  Person. 

June  12     Mary  Ann,  Daughter  of  Alexander  McKenzie  &  Mary  Clarke, 
his  Wife,  born  March  28,  1808. 

June  25     Jane  Houston,  Daughter  of  Daniel  Proudfit,  &  Ann  Ogilvie,  his 
Wife,  born  Aug1  27  1805. 

June  25     James  Ogilvie,  Son  of  Daniel  Proudfit,  &  Ann  Ogilvie,  his  Wife, 
born  Aug1  27  1807. 

July  30     Clarinda,  Daughter  of  Robert  Johnston,  &  Hannah  Hooper,  his 
Wife,  born  June  23  1808. 

July   31     Catharine   Louisa,    Daughter   of  Thomas  Arden,    &   Elizabeth 
Ryer,  his  Wife,  born  June  28  1808. 

Aug1  10     Margaret  Ann,  Daughter  of  David  Auchinvole,  &  Ann  Stevenson, 
his  Wife,  born  Ap1  9  1808. 

Septr    2     Catharine    Ruth,    Daughter   of  John    Breath,    &   Adeline   Van 
Wagenen,  his  Wife,  born  Aug4  20,  1808. 

Septr  1 1     Mary,  Daughter  of  Isaac  Van  Dyck,  &  Mary  Van  Alstyne,  his 
Wife,  born  July  22  1808. 

Septr  18     Lucy,  Daughter  of  Robert  Speir,  &  Maria  Wood,  his  Wife,  born 
Aug1  9  1808. 

Sept1"   18     Agnes,  Daughter  of  John  Hyslop,  &  Jean  McNiell,  his  Wife, 
born  Aug1  23  1808. 

October  7     Caroline  Lydia,   Daughter  of  Robert  M.   Steele,   &  Isabella 
White,  his  W7ife,  born  Septr  21st  1808. 

()ctr  9     Frederick  Augustus,  Son  of  Frederick  Bokee,  &  Rachel  McKenzie, 
his  Wife,  born  Septr  6  1808. 

Oct'  16     Elizabeth  Davis,  Daughter  of  James  Telfair  &  Mary  Ann  Whit- 
lock,  his  Wife,  born  June  7th  1808. 

()ctr  25     Elizabeth,  Daughter  James  Jack,  &  Isabella  McBean,  his  Wife, 
born  July  17  1808. 

()crr  29     Charles,  Son  of  James  Stewart,  &  Isabella  Todd,  his  Wife,  born 
July  26  1S0S. 

Oct'   30     James,  Son  of  Peter  Ludlow,  &  Elizabeth  Raynolds,  his  Wife, 
born  June  18  1808. 
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Octr  30     Harriet  Maria,   Daughter  of  Peter  Morison,  &  Maria   Delves 
Hawkins,  his  Wife,  born  July  25  1808. 

Octr  30     William  Henry,  Son  of  William  Phillips,  &  Mary  MaGee,  his 
Wife,  born  Septr  12  1808. 

Octr  30     Caroline  Maria,  Daughter  of  Jacob  Warner,  &  Catharine  Newell, 
his  Wife,  born  October  2  1808. 

Novr  6     Emmeline,  Daughter  of  Robert  Hicks,  &  Mary  Westman,  his 
Wife,  born  June  7th  1808. 

Novr  13     Edward  Daniel,  Son  of  Duncan  Phyfe,  &  Rachel  Lauzedor,  his 
Wife,  born  June  15  1808. 

Novr!  18     Jane  Lyle,  Daughter  of  Hugh  Auchincloss,  &  Ann  A.  Stewart, 
his  Wife,  born  Octr  24  1808. 

Novr  27     Lewis  Phoenix,  Son  of  Josiah  Muir  and  Mary  Tucker,  his  Wife, 
born  June  12  1808. 

Novr  29     Henry  Augustus,  Son  of  Jonathan  Little,  &  Agnes  Stanton,  his 
Wife,  born  Aug1  Ist  1808. 

Novr  29     Sarah  Brown,  Daughter  of  John  Sayre,  &  Elizabeth  Brown,  his 
Wife,  born  Aug1  28  1808. 

Novr  29     Francis  Augustus,  Son  of  Nathan  Sayre,  &  Margaret  Waters, 
his  Wife,  born  Septr  8  1808. 

Novr  30     Adeline,  Daughter  of  Charles  T.  Keese,  &  Maria  Ann  Brown- 
john,  his  Wife,  born  Aug1  11  1808. 

Decr  2     Elizabeth  Herbert,  Daughter  of  Richard  Nixon,  &  Elizabeth  Her- 
bert, his  Wife,  born  Novr  22  1808. 

Decr  2     William  Henry,  Son  of  Henry  I.  Guest,  &  Eliza  Klausbeck,  his 
Wife,  born  Octr  8  1808. 

Decr  4     Mary  Jane,  Daughter  of  John  B.  Fleming,  &  Cornelia  Talman, 
his  Wife,  born  Nov1  7  1808. 

Decr  6     Jane,  Daughter  of  John  Cummings,  &  Ann  Hughes,  his  Wife, 
born  Novr  27  1808. 

Dec1  9     Mary  Eliza,  Daughter  of  George  Nixon,  &  Sarah  Archer,  his  Wife, 
born  August  20  1808. 

Decr  9     James  Boylan,  Son  of  James  Shaw,  &  Margaret  Boylan,  his  Wife, 
born  Aug1  25  1808. 

Decr  9     Albert,  Son  of  John  Ferris,  &  Sarah  Watkins,  his  Wife,   born 
Septr  24  1808. 
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Decr  12     William  Haviland,  Son  of  William  Arnett,  &  Mary  Hedges,  his 
Wife,  born  Decr  30  1807. 

Decr  12     Perline,  Daughter  of  John  Davis,  &  Phebe  Ackin,  his  Wife,  born 

Feby  7th  1805. 

Decr  12     Hiram,  Son  of  John  Davis,  &  Phebe  Ackin,  his  Wife,  born  Feb- 
ruary 14th  1807. 

Dec1-  25     Sarah  Eliza  Mills,  Daughter  of  Walter  Colton  &  Rachel  Ross, 
his  Wife,  born  Feby  9  1808. 

Decr  27     Charles  John  Edward,  Son  of  Charles  Spencer  &  Maria  Heaford 
(Widow  Grieg)  his  Wife,  born  July  31  1806. 

Decr  27     Lewis  Peter  Clover,  an  Adult  Person  born  Decr  16  1792. 

Decr  28     Isabella,  Daughter  of  William  Sterling,  &  Isabella  McClure,  his 
Wife,  born  October  18  1808. 

Decr  31     Thomas  Bushfield,  Son  of  Peter  Targe,  &  Elizabeth  Bushfield, 
his  Wife,  born  Octr  18  1808. 

1809 

Jany  2     Mary,  Daughter  of  James  Sterling,  &  Jane  Griffiths,  his  Wife, 
born  Septr  7  1808. 

Jany  2     Albert  Smith,  Son  of  Aaron  Ely,  &  Susan  Smith,  his  Wife,  born 

Novr  25  1808. 

Jany  8     George  Washington,  Son  of  William  Peterson,  &  Sarah  Varian,  his 
Wife,  born  Novr  28  1808. 

Feby  5     William,  Son  of  Enoch  Dodgshun,  &  Hannah   Pratt,  his  Wife, 
born  January  4  1809. 

Feby  26     Stephen  Dover,  Son  of  Stephen  Stephens,  &  Ann  Dover,  his 
Wife,  born  Decr  3   1808. 

Feb*  26     Charles   Edward,   Son  of  Benjamin  Tucker,    &    Eliza    Cutter, 
his  Wife,  born  January  28  1809. 

Feby  26     Andrew,  Son  of  William  Burnham,  &  Eliza  Beck,  his  Wife,  born 
Aug1  7  1807. 

Feby  27     James,  Son  of  Thomas  Rogerson,  &  Elizabeth  Halliday,  his  Wife, 
born  Dec'  5  1808. 

March  12     Catharine,  Daughter  of  Archibald  McNevin,  &  Elizabeth  Mc- 
Causland,  his  Wife,  born  Jany  8  1809. 

March  22     Normand,  Son  of  Donald  McLeod  and  Mary  Van  de  Water, 
his  Wife,  born  October  11   1807. 
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March  23  David,  son  of  Abraham  Van  Alstyne,  &  Margaret  Hill,  his 
Wife,  born  January  31  1809. 

Ap1  2  Austin  Ledyard  Sands,  Son  of  George  Main,  &  Ann  Ludlow,  his 
Wife,  born  Decr  17  1808. 

Ap1  9  Catharine  Ann  J.  Daughter  of  John  Barry  &  Ann  Lockwood,  his 
Wife,  born  February  16  1809. 

Ap1  16  John  Randel,  Son  of  John  Telfair,  &  Catharine  Wool,  his  Wife, 
born  February  28  1809. 

Ap1  16  Mary,  Daughter  of  Samuel  Miller,  &  Sarah  Sergeant,  his  Wife, 
born  Decr  11  1808. 

Ap1  16  Betsey,  born  Septr  27  1796;  Nancy,  born  April  20  1798;  Sally 
Eells,  born  July  11  1802;  Polly,  born  Feby  14  1806;  Andrew  Brown, 
born  May  17  1808;  children  of  Andrew  Brown  Morrell,  &  Lucretia 
Eells,  his  Wife. 

Ap1  23  Sarah  King,  Daughter  of  John  Boag,  &  Ann  Bryce,  his  Wife,  born 
March  4th  1809. 

May  7  Doretha  Heermann,  Daughter  of  Paul  Gallaudet,  &  Abigail  Nos- 
trand,  his  Wife,  born  March  14  1809. 

May  1  Alexander  Stewart,  Son  of  James  K.  Hamilton,  &  Elizabeth 
Stewart,  his  Wife,  born  Ap1  23  1809. 

May  30  Ann  Thompson,  Daughter  of  Robert  Dickey,  &  —  Brown  his 
Wife,  born  — 

June  2d  William  Son  of  Thomas  C.  Pearsall,  &  Frances  Buchanan,  his 
Wife,  born  15  March,  1809. 

June  13  Henry  Washington,  Son  of  Peter  Dustan,  &  Sarah  Gidney,  his 
Wife,  born  March  7  1809. 

June  18  Elizabeth,  Daughter  of  Daniel  Smith,  &  Elizabeth  Davidson 
his  Wife. 
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THE  MILITARY  HUT-CAMP 

OF 

THE  WAR  OF  THE   REVOLUTION 

ON    THE 

DYCKMAN  FARM 

MANHATTAN 

Explored  by  the  Members  of  the  Committee  on  Field  Exploration  of 
The  New-York  Historical  Society 

II 

The  hut-sites  seem  to  have  been  disposed  in  lines  about  thirty 
feet  apart,  and  were  distant  from  each  other  about  twenty-five 
feet.  It  is  probable  that  some  were  larger  than  others,  which  con- 
dition would  account  for  certain  divergences  from  these  figures. 
This  spacing  would  not  admit  of  very  large  huts  such  as  those  that 
were  constructed  by  British  troops  at  New  Town,  which  are  de- 
scribed as  being  fifty  feet  in  length.  Our  observations  of  the  floor 
areas  indicates  a  depth  of  twelve  to  fifteen  feet,  and  a  width  of 
about  twelve  feet.  These  interior  dimensions  would  of  course,  be 
increased  by  the  banks  of  sand  thrown  up  on  either  side,  forming 
the  walls,  which  were  probably  three  or  four  feet  in  width,  leaving 
not  much  more  than  a  narrow  footway  between  the  individual 
huts.  Some  huts  were  unusually  deep,  such  as  No.  16,  which 
was  presumably  an  officer's  hut,  possibly  a  mess-room,  and  was 
fully  twenty  feet  in  length. 

Access  to  each  hut  was  doubtless  by  steps  from  the  lower  side, 
some  of  the  floors  being  some  depth  below  the  present  level  at  the 
entrance  end,  several  steps  may  have  been  necessary.  We  have  not 
found  any  stone  steps,  except  a  single  stone  at  the  entrance  of 
Hut  No.  34,  which  was  twelve  feet  from  the  fireplace,  and  so  af- 
forded an  indication  of  the  depth  of  that  hut. 

The  floors  are  not  always  of  continuous  character,  there  being 
soft,  uncolored  spaces  which  may  have  been  covered  by  beds  or 
tables.  In  some  huts  the  sleeping  bunks  were  evidently  cut  into  the 
sand  at  the  side  of  the  huts,  and  on  the  level  of  such  rude  beds  we 
have  frequently  found  debris  such  as  decayed  rushes  or  straw,  or 
objects  thrown  on  the  abandoned  bunk  when  the  hut  camp  was 
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BUTTONS,  SEAL,  COLN  AND  PART  OF  SWORD  SCABBOARD  FOUND  BY 
THE  FIELD  EXPLORATION  COMMITTEE 

i  &  3.  Fancy  Buttons,  Dyckman  Revolutionary  Camp  Site.  2.  United  States  Bar  Cent.  4.  9th  Mass. 
Reg't.,  Revolution  Constitution  Island.  5.  Seal,  Revolution,  Constitution  Island.  6.  Silver  mouth  piece 
of  sword  scabboard,  Dyckman  Revolutionary  Camp  Site.  7.  23rd  British,  Revolution  and  early  19th  Century. 
8.  Royal  Irish  Artillery,  Revolution,  Ft.  George,  Niagara  on  Lake  Ontario.  9.  War  of  1812.  10.  Royal  Ar- 
tillery, Revolution,  Ft.  Erie,  Niagara  River. 
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vacated.  Sand  and  brown  mud  has  washed  into  some  of  the  huts, 
and  on  its  re-occupation  the  new  level  has  been  utilized  as  its  floor, 
so  that  frequently  more  than  one  floor  surface  is  found,  generally 
very  distinguishable  not  only  by  their  hardness  but  by  their 
blackened  surfaces,  caused  by  carbonized  straw,  or  possibly  by  the 
ashes  of  the  burned  roof,  or  by  mud  trampled  into  the  packed  sand. 

The  roofs  were  doubtless  of  lumber  and  were  pitched  from  side 
to  side,  the  gable  end  at  the  entrance  on  the  south  or  front,  which 
part  must  also  have  been  constructed  of  lumber.  Von  KrafTVs 
sketch  shows  buildings  of  this  nature,  each  with  an  entrance  at  the 
gable  end,  and  a  chimney  at  the  rear. 

From  the  nails,  spikes,  hinges,  and  broken  window-glass  which 
have  been  found  in  many  of  the  sites,  it  is  to  be  assumed  that  the 
front  of  each  hut  was  built  of  materials  taken  from  ruined  houses 
and  barns,  whence  were  also  taken  the  bricks  which  were  used  to 
pave  the  hearths,  or  to  build  the  officers'  fireplaces.  We  find  no 
signs  of  paint  anywhere,  but  have  occasionally  come  across  small 
lumps  of  putty  still  in  a  semi-plastic  condition. 

The  chimneys  should  have  been  of  stone,  but  stones  are  not 
found  at  any  fireplace  sufficient  to  build  a  chimney  of  any  height. 
It  is  possible  the  upper  stones  were  carted  away  by  the  Dyckman 
farm-hands,  to  be  utilized  in  rebuilding  their  house  and  its  barns 
and  out-buildings.  It  is  probable  also  that  some  chimneys  above 
the  ground  were  made  of  old  barrels,  the  heads  being  knocked  out, 
and  the  exterior  built  round  with  sods,  or  plastered  with  mud.  The 
wooden  core  would  become  charred  and  perhaps  burnt  away,  but 
the  exterior  casing  would  have  carried  off"  the  smoke. 

In  the  Regimental  orders  of  February  14,  1779,  issued  to  the 
American  troops,  there  is  an  order  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Samuel 
Hay,  indicating  the  height  of  the  hut  flues:  "The  Chimneys  of  the 
Soldiers  Hutts  to  be  raised  2  feet  cleare  of  the  roof.  The  Com- 
manding Officers  at  Camp  will  be  answerable  for  a  neglect  of  this 
order.     Also  the  Com'1  of  the  hutts  will  be  fined. " 

Pennsylvania  in  the  Rev11.  Vol.  II. 

The  lintels  of  the  fireplaces  were  of  lumber,  the  size  of  which  is 
evidenced  by  the  large  iron  hooks  that  were  fitted  around  them 
supporting  a  bar  across  the  fire  on  which  smaller  hooks  were  hung. 
Such  beams  doubtless  burned  out  sometimes  and  the  chimney- 
breast  above  them  would  collapse,  and  require  reconstruction. 
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Hut-Site  No.  i 


This  interesting  site  appears  to  have  been  the  end  hut  of  the 
row  of  about  fourteen  dug-outs,  which  were  located  approximately 
on  the  line  of  the  present  Prescott  Avenue.  Its  fireplace  faces 
nearly  south,  as  does  that  of  Hut  No.  13,  which  appears  to  be  the 
other  end  of  the  line.  It  may  have  been  a  sort  of  guard-house,  and 
perhaps  was  somewhat  wider  than  others  in  the  line. 

It  was  discovered  in  1914,  by  the  washing  out  of  fragments  of 
bottle-glass,  china,  and  bone  upon  a  little  foot-path  which  cut 
across  the  site.  It  had  not  been  supposed  that  huts  would  have 
been  constructed  so  far  up  the  hillside,  but  a  search  with  the  steel- 
rod  located  some  stones  in  the  steep  bank,  and  some  hard  work 
uncovered  one  of  the  best  preserved  fireplaces  found  up  to  that  time. 
The  floor  was  of  hard  beaten  and  blackened  sand,  extending  about 
twelve  feet  from  the  hearth,  but  its  full  width  could  not  be  deter- 
mined as  it  extended  under  the  roadway. 

The  hearth  was  covered  several  inches  deep  with  ashes,  and 
was  composed  of  hard-packed  sand.  On  the  left  hand  side  of  the 
hearth  was  a  flat  oval  stone  which  it  was  thought  might  have  been 
used  as  a  "hob"  or  stand  for  a  pot.  When  it  was  lifted  a  button  of 
the  Fourteenth  Foot  Regiment  was  seen  beneath  it,  face  upwards. 

The  fire-place  was  of  stones,  set  with  sand  joints,  its  size  was 
two  feet  six  inches  wide  at  the  back,  three  feet  nine  inches  at  the 
mouth,  and  two  feet  deep.  The  stone-work  was  standing  nearly 
three  feet  high.  Only  a  few  loose  bricks  were  found  laying  around. 
We  noted  these  measurements  to  be  evidently  English,  and  the 
occupancy  of  the  hut,  as  disclosed  by  the  buttons  found  in  it, 
confirmed  the  supposition. 

At  the  "ingle-neuk,"  or  corner  of  the  fireplace,  a  fine  specimen 
was  found  of  the  buttons  of  the  Fifty-second  Regiment.  A  pewter 
button  of  the  Seventeenth  Foot  was  also  found  near  the  hearth, 
so  the  three  gave  some  guidance  as  to  the  date  of  occupancy  of  this 
hut. 

Private  soldiers  of  the  Fourteenth  Regiment  must  have  occu- 
pied the  hut  no  later  than  the  winter  of  1776-7,  for  it  was  returned 
to  England  during  the  latter  year.  The  Fifty-second  Regiment 
was,  according  to  von  KrafFt,  quartered  at  "Kingsbridge"  in  Au- 
gust, 1778,  and  its  use  of  the  hut  would,  therefore,  have  been  in  the 
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fall  of  1778,  or  part  of  the  winter  of  1778-9.  That  the  presence  of 
a  hutton  of  this  regiment  was  no  mere  accident,  was  made  clear 
when,  in  191 5,  we  removed  the  stones  of  the  fireplace  to  utilize  them 
in  building  the  restored  hut  in  Dyckman-house  Park,  and  came  upon 
a  bunch  of  thirteen  of  these  buttons  in  a  little  space  by  the  west 
side  of  the  stone-work,  where  they  had  apparently  been  put,  tied 
together  for  preservation.  The  Seventeenth  Regiment  we  know 
must  have  occupied  this  camp  in  the  winter  of  1778-9,  as  the  corps 
was  captured  at  Stony  Point  in  July,  1779. 

Hut-Site  No.  2 

This  hut  was  found  by  staking  a  distance  from  the  other  sites, 
which  indicated  a  probable  space  of  thirty  feet  between  them,  and 
on  measuring  off  this  length  this  site  was  found.  On  the  floor  there 
was  a  rough  hearth  with  ashes,  but  the  objects  found  were  all  below 
the  level. 

It  turned  out  to  have  been  a  sort  of  "dump"  or  pit  dug  in  an 
abandoned  hut  floor.  At  a  depth  of  nearly  five  feet  there  were  some 
fragments  of  English  pottery-ware,  and  at  the  very  lowest  point  a 
complete  ramrod  was  found  laying  in  a  horizontal  position.  This 
proved  of  much  interest,  as  only  one  complete  specimen  had  been 
previously  secured  in  one  of  the  huts  of  the  Hessian  Body  Guard 
at  Arden  Street.  The  rod  was  thirty-seven  inches  long,  and  the 
screw  thread  at  one  end  is  still  traceable.  This  thread  secured  a 
little  "worm"  or  screw  which  was  used  to  extract  a  wad,  or  to  hold 
some  rag  with  which  to  clean  the  bore.  Strange  to  say,  a  worm 
which  perhaps  belonged  to  this  rod  was  found  in  the  next  site 
discovered  which  was  that  numbered  Five. 

Hut-Site  No.  3 
This  is  another  of  those  which  lay  along  the  line  of  the  east 
side  of  the  present  Prescott  Avenue.  The  steel  rod  located  this 
site  near  the  roots  of  a  small  sumach  tree,  and  a  hole  was  dug  in 
which  we  soon  struck  iron-work  and  glass.  It  proved,  however,  to 
be  a  poor  place,  yielding  only  a  bullet  or  two,  and  an  ice-creeper, 
but  no  military  objects  of  special  interest.  But  the  site  aided  in 
determining  the  existence  and  distance  apart  of  the  row  of  huts 
along  this  part  of  the  hill. 


I 
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FRONT  OF  A  MILITARY  HUT,  AS  RESTORED  IN  DYCKMAN  HOUSE  PARK 


Hut-Site  No.  4 
"the  canteen" 

Aided  by  the  positions  of  previous  discoveries,  the  site  of  this 
hut  was  decided  by  measurement,  and  signs  of  human  occupation 
were  soon  found  at  a  depth  of  about  three  feet  below  the  surface. 
These  were  chiefly  broken  bottles,  the  number  of  which  increased 
as  the  floor  was  reached,  until  quite  a  pile  of  fractured  glass  was 
accumulated.  There  was  an  unusual  absence  of  personal  objects, 
but  a  bronze  cufF-link  was  found,  the  design  on  which  was  of  an 
interesting  classical  pattern,  bearing  the  head  of  a  Persian  monarch. 

An  iron  funnel  was  taken  out,  which  was  the  first  of  its  kind  we 
had  seen,  and  taken  in  connection  with  the  abundance  of  bottles, 
it  indicated  that  the  place  may  have  been  used  as  a  grog-shop. 


136  THE      N  E  W-Y  ORK      HISTORICAL      SOCIETY 

The  hut  floor  was  not  in  very  good  condition,  and  there  was  a 
quantity  of  charcoal  in  the  soil  above  it.  Probably  it  was  burnt 
down,  and  perhaps  the  bottles  may  account  for  the  fire. 

The  bottles  in  this  and  other  huts  were  of  green-black  glass, 
some  of  the  material  having  become  beautifully  iridescent  by  its 
long  contact  with  the  acids  in  the  soil.  The  variety  of  quality  of 
the  glass  is  a  noticeable  feature.  Some  are  clean  and  black,  others 
are  evidently  made  of  defective  material  which  has  decayed,  and 
the  surface  has  flaked  off,  leaving  the  glass  a  golden  brown  which 
soon  changes  to  blue  and  green  on  exposure  to  the  daylight. 

Reginald  Pelham  Bolton,  Secretary 


SOCIETY  NOTES 

The  Lectures  for  Children  during  October  and  November,  as 
announced,  were  postponed  indefinitely  after  the  second  lecture, 
owing  to  the  non-delivery  of  the  War  lantern  slides  and  texts  from 
the  Government,  as  well  as  the  prevailing  epidemic  at  that  time. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  on  October  15, 
191 8,  resolutions  were  adopted  upon  the  death  of  Prof.  Herbert 
L.  Osgood,  a  member  of  the  Society  since  1893,  who  died  September 
11,  191 8.  Professor  Osgood  was  the  author  of  "The  American 
Colonies  in  the  Seventeenth  Century/'  and  devoted  many  years 
of  research  to  the  compilation  and  publication  of  that  work. 

On  November  19,  191 8,  the  Executive  Committee  passed  suit- 
able resolutions  upon  the  death  of  the  late  Captain  Fancher  Nicoll, 
Recording  Secretary  of  the  Society  1912-1917,  who  resigned  to  serve 
with  the  colors  and  was  killed  in  action  in  France  September  29, 
191 8.  Also  upon  the  death  of  the  late  Gerard  Beekman,  Third 
Vice-president  of  the  Society  1913-1918,  who  died  November  9, 
191 8,  in  this  city. 

Necrology 

Rev.  Dr.  Llewelyn  D.  Bevan,  life  member  since  1880,  died  in 
Adelaide,  Australia,  according  to  a  message  received  in  Brooklyn, 
September  27,   191 8,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age. 
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Frederick  R.  Halsey,  life  member  since  1900,  died  September 
29,  1918,  in  the  72nd  year  of  his  age. 

James  Stokes,  life  member  since  1864,  died  October  4,  191 8,  at 
Ridgefield,  Conn.,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age. 

Margaret  Morris  Norwood,  member  since  1909,  died  October 
21, 1918.  Interment  in  the  family  vault  in  Marble  Cemetery.  N.  Y.  C. 

William  Charles  Muschenheim,  member  since  1909,  died  Octo- 
ber 25,  191 8,  in  the  63rd  year  of  his  age. 

Captain  Fancher  Nicoll,  member  since  1909,  member  of  the 
Executive  Committee,  and  Recording  Secretary  1912-1917.  Killed  in 
action  in  France,  September  29,  191 8,  in  the  40th  year  of  his  age. 

Gerard  Beekman,  life  member  since  1875,  Fellow  1904,  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee  191 2,  Third  Vice-president  191 3- 
1918,  died  November  9,  1918,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age. 

Joseph  B.  Greenhut,  member  since  191 1,  died  November  17, 
191 8,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age. 

William  T.  Evans,  life  member  since  1896,  died  November  25, 
191 8,  at  Glen  Ridge,  N.  J.,  in  the  76th  year  of  his  age. 

Luther  Laflin  Kellogg,  a  member  since  1909,  died  December 
6,  191 8,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 


In  conforming  with  a  resolution  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
the  lectures  during  the  present  season  will  be  mainly  on  topics  relat- 
ing to  the  war.  The  lectures  on  the  Villages  of  Yorkville  and  Bloom- 
ingdale  announced  for  November  and  December,  1918,  were  changed 
to  war  subjects,  Mr.  Edward  Hagaman  Hall,  lecturing  in  Novem- 
ber on  "Vandalism  in  the  War  Zone"  and  Commander  F.  W.  Belt 
in  December  on  "The  British  Naval  Armoured  Cars  in  Russia." 

The  following  lectures  will  be  delivered  before  the  Society  on 
the  dates  mentioned: 

Jan.  7.  "War  and  Your  Duty  to  Your  Country."  By  Col. 
Edwin  A.  Havers. 

Feb.  4.  "What  I  Saw  at  the  Front. "  By  Frederic  Villiers, 
War-Artist  Correspondent. 

March  4.  "The  Historical  Background  of  the  Great  War." 
By  B.  R.  Baumgardt. 
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LIBRARY  NOTES 

The  Library  has  received  1359  volumes,  78  pamphlets,  34  vol- 
umes of  Newspaper  Clippings,  25  volumes  and  2267  pieces  of 
manuscript  bequeathed  to  the  Society  by  the  late  Judge  Edward 
H.  Durrell  of  Dover,  N.  H.  This  collection  formed  the  private 
library  of  Judge  Durrell. 

Mr.  Horace  W.  Fuller  presented  a  bust  in  marble  of  Mrs. 
Jones  Schermerhorn  (daughter  of  Philip  Hone)  executed  by  Thomas 
Crawford,  at  Rome  in  1837. 

An  original  Water  Color  Drawing  of  the  North  River  Steamboat 
"Clermont"  by  Richard  Varick  DeWitt  1861,  was  presented  by 
Mr.  E.  C.  Hovey. 

Thirty-seven  deeds,  releases,  patents,  grants,  etc.,  dated  1734— 
1828  relating  to  the  Murray  family  of  Murray  Hill,  N.  Y.  City, 
were  deposited  with  the  Society  by  Miss  Murray  Ledyard. 

Four  Full  Dress  Epaulets  and  six  shoulder  straps  worn  by 
Lieut.  John  A.  SnifFen,  6th  Co.,  Seventh  Regiment,  in  1861,  pre- 
sented by  Mr.  Isaac  B.  Sniffen. 

The  original  pencil  drawings  made  by  George  Catlin,  from  life, 
of  portraits,  manners,  customs  and  costumes  of  the  American  Indians 
will  be  placed  on  exhibition  beginning  in  January. 


NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 

By  William  Kelby,  Late  Librarian  of  the  Society 

II 

Just  published,  and  to  be  sold  by  Garrat  Noel,  Bookseller,  in 
Dock  street. 

A  large,  and  very  curious  Plan  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  taken 
by  George  Heap,  from  the  Jersey-Shore,  under  the  direction  of 
Nicholas  Scull,  surveyor  general  of  the  province  of  Pennsylvania. 
I  his  fine  prospective  contains  four  sheets,  on  imperial  paper,  price, 
Three  Dollars,  in  sheets.     [N.  Y.  Mercury,  March  17,  1755.] 
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Stephen  Dwight,  late  an  apprentice  to  Henry  Hardcastle,  carver, 
has  now  set  up  his  business,  between  the  Ferry  Stairs,  and  Burling 
Slip,  where  he  carves  all  sorts  of  ship  and  house  work  and  also 
tables,  chairs,  picture  and  looking-glass  frames,  and  all  kinds  of 
work  for  cabinet  makers,  in  the  best  manner  and  on  reasonable 
terms.     [TV.  Y.  Mercury,  Sept.  22,  1755.] 

Henry  Dawkins,  engraver,  who  lately  lived  with  Mr.  Anthony 
Lamb,  has  now  set  up  his  business  in  the  shop  late  Mr.  Paiba's, 
opposite  the  Merchants  Coffee-House,  in  New  York,  where  he  en- 
graves in  all  sorts  of  mettals.  Gentlemen  that  will  favour  him  with 
their  work,  may  depend  on  having  it  done  in  the  best  manner,  with 
expedition,  and  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.  [N.  Y.  Mercury 
October  20  1755.] 

Thomas  M'llworth,  Portrait  Painter,  has  removed  to  the  House 
wherein  Mr.  Carden  Proctor  now  lives,  being  that  wherein  Colonel 
Josiah  Martin  lately  lived,  near  Mr.  Joseph  Haynes's.  [N.  Y.  Mer- 
cury, May  8,  1758.] 

For  Publishing  by  Subscription 

Two  different  water  views,  and  two  different  land  views,  of  this 
flourishing  city  of  New  York. — The  editor  and  engraver,  has  taken 
great  pains,  and  been  very  exact  in  laying  down  these  four  beauti- 
ful prospects,  with  which  the  city  presents  itself  to  the  eye  of 
every  judicious  Beholder.  He  hopes  to  meet  with  encouragement 
from  all  Gentlemen  and  Ladies,  &c.  especially,  as  nothing  of  this 
Kind  ever  has  been  undertaken  before  by  anybody  in  this  part  of 
the  world. 

Conditions  of  Subscription 

1.  These  above-mentioned  four  different  views,  with  the  re- 
spective references,  in  English,  High  Dutch  and  Low  Dutch,  will 
be  curiously  engraved  on  a  copper  plate,  of  21  by  12  inches  each, 
and  printed  on  best  large  paper. 

2.  A  plan  of  the  streets,  &c.  of  this  city,  with  their  respective 
names,  will  also  be  neatly  engraved  on  another  copper  plate,  and 
printed  on  best  large  paper. 

3.  Each  subscriber  to  sign  his  name,  and  give  his  quality  and 
place  of  abode. 
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4.  These  four  prints  will  be  delivered  on  or  before  the  last  day 
of  May  next,  to  the  several  subscribers  at  their  place  of  abode,  at 
Twenty  Shillings,  New  York  currency;  one-half  to  be  paid  on  sub- 
scribing, the  other  half  on  the  delivery  of  the  five  prints. 

5.  The  subscription  will  be  closed  on  the  28th  day  of  May 
next,  after  which  none  will  be  sold  or  disposed  of. 

6.  A  separate  Pamphlet  will  be  published  along  with  the  prints, 
giving  an  exact  account  of  the  wholesome  climate,  pleasant  situa- 
tions, products,  &c.  of  this  province,  for  the  benefit  of  the  sub- 
scribers, which  they  may  chuse,  either  in  English,  High  Dutch,  or 
Low  Dutch. 

7.  The  above  plates  are  partly  finished  engraving. 

The  editor  and  publisher  has  settled  a  correspondence  in  the 
most  noted  cities  and  towns  in  New  York  government,  New  Eng- 
land, the  Jersies,  and  Pennsylvania,  for  to  deliver  the  prints  imme- 
diately after  publication,  whereof  notice  will  be  given  in  the  pub- 
lic News-Papers  in  New  York,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  &c. 

Subscriptions  are  taken  in  by  W.  Weyman,  Printer  in  Broad 
Street,  Hugh  Gaine,  in  Hanover  Square,  John  Holt  at  Burling's 
Slip,  and  Michael  De  Bruls,  publisher  and  engraver  of  the  above 
plates,  at  the  lower  end  of  New  Street,  next  door  to  Col.  Thody. 

P.  S.  The  reason  why  these  above-mentioned  four  views,  with 
the  plans  of  this  city,  have  not  been  finished  and  delivered  accord- 
ing to  Advertisement,  is,  1st,  a  great  many  Gentlemen  and  Ladies, 
having  as  yet  only  promised  to  subscribe;  this  my  undertaking 
being  of  a  very  extraordinary  charge  to  me.  2d.  I  find  a  great 
deal  more  land  laid  in  lots  additional  to  this  city,  than  what  I  was 
acquainted  with,  consequently  requires  more  expence  and  time  to 
complete  the  same;  particularly  as  I  am  desirous  to  give  Satisfac- 
tion to  all  those  that  have  come  and  may  encourage  the  above 
undertaking,  as  well  as  for  my  recomendation  and  credit;  there- 
fore, all  Gentlemen,  and  others  are  requested  to  be  expeditious  in 
subscribing,  and  giving  in  their  names  and  places  of  abode  as  they 
arc  intended  to  be  printed,  and  prefixed  to  the  pamphlet. 

And  in  complying  with  this  request,  they  will  greatly  oblige 
their  most  obliged  humble  servant, 

Michael  De  Bruls. 

[N.  Y.  Gazette,  Printed  by  W.  Weyman,  March  7,  1763.] 
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A  Drawing-School 

Any  young  Gentleman  inclined  to  learn  the  Principles  of  De- 
sign, so  far  as  to  be  able  to  draw  any  Object  and  Shade  them  with 
Indian  ink  or  Water-Colours,  which  is  both  useful  and  ornamental, 
may  be  taught  by  John  Durand,  at  any  Time  after  four  in  the 
Afternoon,  at  his  House  in  Broad-Street,  near  the  City-Hall,  for  a 
reasonable  Price. 

[N.  Y.  Journal  or  General  Advertiser,  Nov.  26,  1767.] 

The  subscriber  having  from  his  infancy  endeavoured  to  qualify 
himself  in  the  art  of  historical  painting,  humbly  hopes  for  that  en- 
couragement from  the  gentlemen  and  ladies  of  this  city  and  prov- 
ince, that  so  elegant  and  entertaining  an  art  has  always  obtain'd 
from  people  of  the  most  improved  minds  and  best  taste  and  judg- 
ment, in  all  polite  nations  in  every  age.  And  tho'  he  is  sensible 
that  to  excel,  (in  this  branch  of  painting  especially)  requires  a  more 
ample  fund  of  universal  and  accurate  knowledge  than  he  can  pre- 
tend to,  in  geometry,  geography,  perspective,  anatomy,  expression 
of  the  passions,  antient  and  modern  history,  &c,  &c.  yet  he  hopes, 
from  the  good  nature  and  indulgence  of  the  gentlemen  and 
ladies  who  employ  him,  that  his  humble  attempts,  in  which  his  best 
endeavours  will  not  be  wanting,  will  meet  with  acceptance,  and 
give  satisfaction;  and  he  proposes  to  work  at  as  cheap  rates  as  any 
person  in  America. 

To  such  gentlemen  and  ladies  as  have  thought  but  little  upon 
this  subject  and  might  only  regard  painting  as  a  superfluous  orna- 
ment, I  would  just  observe,  that  history  painting,  besides  being 
extremely  ornamental  has  many  important  uses. 

It  presents  to  our  view  some  of  the  most  interesting  scenes 
recorded  in  antient  or  modern  history,  gives  us  more  lively  and 
perfect  ideas  of  the  things  represented,  than  we  could  receive  from 
a  historical  account  of  them,  and  frequently  recals  to  our  memory 
a  long  train  of  events  with  which  those  representations  were  con- 
nected. They  show  us  a  proper  expression  of  the  passions  excited 
by  every  event,  and  have  an  effect,  the  very  same  in  kind,  (but 
stronger)  that  a  fine  historical  description  of  the  same  passage 
would  have  upon  a  judicious  reader.  Men  who  have  distinguished 
themselves  for  the  good  of  their  country  and  mankind,  may  be  set 
before  our  eyes  as  examples,  and  to  give  us  their  silent  lessons — 


142  THE      N  E  W-Y  ORK      HISTORICAL      SOCIETY 

and  besides,  every  judicious  friend  and  visitant  shares,  with  us  in 
the  advantage  and  improvement,  and  increases  its  value  to  our- 
selves. John  Durand, 

Near  the  city  hall,  broad  street, 
[N.  Y.  Journal;  or  the  General  Advertiser,  April  7,  1768.] 

William  Williams,  Painter  at  Rembrandt's  Head,  in  Batteaux- 
street,  undertakes  painting  in  general,  viz. :  History,  portraiture, 
landskip,  sign  painting,  lettering,  gilding,  and  strewing  smalt.  N. 
B.  He  cleans,  repairs,  and  varnishes,  any  old  pictures  of  value, 
and  teaches  the  art  of  drawing.  Those  ladies  or  gentlemen  whc 
may  be  pleased  to  employ  him,  may  depend  on  care  and  dispatch. 
[N.   Y.  Gazette  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  May  8,  1769.] 

Mr.  Du  Simitiere,  Miniature  Painter,  Intending  shortly  to 
leave  this  City,  and  it  being  uncertain  whether  he  will  return 
again,  if  any  Gentlemen  or  Ladies  should  incline  to  employ  him, 
he  is  to  be  seen  at  his  Lodgings,  in  the  House  of  Mrs.  Ferrara,  in 
Maiden  Lane. 

[N.  Y.  Gazette  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  July  31,  1769.] 

Among  the  Artists  who  practised  their  Profession  in  Colonial 
New  York,  was  Abraham  De  Lanoy,  Junior,  a  native  of  that  city. 

He  was  the  son,  probably,  of  Abraham  De  Lanoy,  who  was 
celebrated  in  his  day  as  a  dealer  in  Pickled  Oysters  and  Lobsters; 
but  the  time  of  his  birth  is  not  known. 

He  is  said  to  have  married  Rachel  Marling  [Martling]  on  the 
twenty-seventh  of  September,  1763;  but  it  is  evident,  from  the 
following,  that  he  visited  Europe  and  received  instructions  from 
Benjamin  West,  before  1771. 

To  the  Publick.     Likenesses  Painted  for  a  reasonable  Price,  by 
A.   Delanoy,  Jun.,  who  has  been  Taught  by  the  celebrated  Mr. 
Benjamin  West,  in  London.     N.  B.     Is  to  be  spoke  with  opposite  | 
Mr.  Dirck  Schuyler's,  at  his  Fathers. 

[N.  Y.  Gazette  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  January  7,  1771.] 

It  is  probable  that  this  flourish  of  trumpets  did  not  produce 
that  effect  which  Mr.  De  Lanoy  expected  and  desired,  since  less 
than  six  months  afterwards  he  seems  to  have  embarked  in  a  new 
business,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  advertsiement: 
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The  following  Articles,  to  be  sold  very  cheap,  at  wholesale  or 
retail,  by  Abraham  Delanoy,  Jun.  At  his  House  in  the  main 
Street,  between  Burling's-Slip  and  the  Fly  Market,  opposite  Mr. 
Brevoort's  Store  of  Tin  Ware,  and  next  Door  to  Dr.  Bard,  Jun., 
viz.: 

Old  Madeira,  Teneriff  and  sweet  wines,  claret,  wine  bitters; 
Jamaica  spirits  and  Antigua  rum,  brandy,  Geneva,  Molasses;  vine- 
gar, sweet  oil,  raisins,  currants  and  figs,  citron,  sugar  candy,  sugar 
almonds  and  do.  in  the  shell,  prunes  and  prunelloes;  Teas  and 
Spices  of  all  Sorts,  best  Chocolate  and  Coffee;  double  and  single 
refin'd  loaf  sugar,  best  and  low  priced  muscovado  sugars;  rice, 
black  and  Cayenne  pepper,  Durham  and  New  York  flour  mustard, 
fine  salt  and  alum,  castile  soap,  snuff,  pipes;  pickles  in  cags  fit  for 
exportation,  a  small  quantity  of  quince,  peach  and  Holland  plum 
sweet  meats,  fresh  imported,  Cheshire  and  Gloucestershire  cheese; 
paper,  quills,  ink,  and  ink  powder,  sealing  wax  and  wafers;  best 
White  Chapel  needles,  Scotch  threads,  and  pins,  empty  twelve 
bottle  cases,  &c,  &c,  &c.  Most  kinds  of  Painting  done  as  usual, 
at  reasonable  rates. 

[N.  Y.  Journal;  or,  the  General  Advertiser,  June  20,  1771.] 

Dunlap  says  that,  in  his  latter  days,  Mr.  De  Lanoy  was  con- 
sumptive, poor,  and  dependent  on  Sign-Painting  for  his  support. 
Dunlap's  first  production  in  oil  was  a  head  of  Admiral  Hood,  from 
recollection,  which  he  painted  on  a  sign  for  this  old  gentleman. 

He  is  said  to  have  been  awkward  in  his  address  and  of  unpre- 
possessing appearance,  although  he  was  mild  in  his  manners  and, 
probably,  retiring  in  his  habits. 

The  exact  date  of  his  death  is  unknown;  although  he  is  sup- 
posed to  have  died  about  1786. 

He  appears  to  have  been  patronized,  before  he  visited  Europe, 
by  the  Beekmans;  and  it  is  probable  that  among  the  descendants 
of  that  family,  and  their  connections,  some  of  the  works  of  this 
early  artist  may  yet  be  found. 
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A  BRONZE  FIGURE  OF  HORUS  IN  ITS 
ORIGINAL  MOLD 

During  the  last  few  months  the  majority  of  the  small  amulets, 
scarab-seals,  glass  inlays  and  some  articles  of  personal  adornment 
belonging  to  the  Abbott,  the  Edwin  Smith,  and  the  Anderson 
Collections  have  been  catalogued.  The  glass  inlays  are  especially 
rare  pieces;  most  of  them  were  cast  in  open  molds,  being  composed 
of  both  translucent  and  opaque  glass,  of  various  shades  of  blue, 
violet,  green,  red  and  yellow.  Many  pieces  are  multi-colored  and 
it  is  interesting  to  study  the  difficult  technical  process  of  combin- 
ing the  colors.  A  few  pieces  are  of  cut  glass  and  one,  a  little  seated 
figure,  has  a  collar  separately  made  of  mosaic  glass  with  a  pattern 
of  daisies  of  marvellously  delicate  design.  Each  flower  is  only 
about  one  and  one-half  millimeters  in  diameter,  yet  consists  of  a 
yellow  center  and  sixteen  white  petals  separated  by  fine  threads 
of  black  glass.  All  this  material  has  still  to  pass  through  the  hands 
of  the  repairer,  Mr.  Hoffmann,  and  to  be  photographed  for  pub- 
lication, but  it  can  probably  be  made  available  to  the  public  within 
the  present  year. 

The  Society  may  be  interested  in  a  preliminary  description  of 
an  object  soon  to  be  placed  on  exhibition  which  is  apparently 
unique.  This  is  an  ancient  mold  still  containing  the  bronze  figure 
cast  in  it.  Its  appearance,  as  it  came  down  from  Dr.  Abbott's 
day,  is  shown  in  Figs.  I  and  2  and  it  was  thus  described  in  the 
Abbott  catalogue:  "927.  Figure  of  Horus,  curiously  made  of  bronze 
and  gypsum,  in  a  stooping  position,  as  if  from  age.  From  Sakkarah."" 
The  figure  does  represent  Horus.  Enough  of  it  can  be  seen  even 
in  Fig.  1  to  suggest  that  it  is  of  the  type,  very  popular  in  the  last 
few  centuries  before  Christ,  in  which  the  god  is  represented  as  a 
little  nude  child,  seated — the  form  of  Horus  called  Harpocrates. 
Around  his  neck  in  this  figure  is  suspended  an  amulet  such  as 
Egyptian  babies  wore  for  their  protection.  The  side-lock  charac- 
teristic of  children  and  given  to  this  child-god  is  of  especially  lux- 
uriant growth.     The  arms  are  held  close  to  the  body;  the  legs  are 
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vaguely  discernible  in  their  enveloping  mantle;  the  left  foot  has 
been  broken  off,  either  in  ancient  or  modern  times. 

The  substance  of  the  mold  has  not  as  yet  been  subjected  to 
chemical  analysis,  but  it  has  the  appearance  of  plaster  mixed 
with  a  certain  amount  of  sand.  The  mold  is  one  made  to  be  used 
only  once  and  then  broken  up.  The  shape  of  the  back  is  such 
as  to  fit  in  the  palm  of  a  workman's  hand;  it  did  not  need  to  be 
made  on  geometrical  lines  to  stand  alone  because  it  could  be  em- 
bedded in  sand  to  give  a  firm  support  when  pouring  in  the  metal. 
The  process  of  freeing  the  face  and  breast  of  the  figure  had  been 
begun  before  the  mold  and  its  inclosed  bronze  were  set  aside  as 
a  failure  by  the  ancient  workman.  The  exterior  of  the  mold  is  of 
a  greenish  hue,  due  to  the  conditions  under  which  the  object  has 
lain  at  some  time  in  its  history,  subject  to  dampness  and  absorb- 
ing with  the  moisture  some  of  the  particles  thrown  off  by  the 
bronze  which  had  become  affected  with  the  "bronze  disease."1 
Fortunately  the  change  in  the  metal  did  not  proceed  with  the 
rapidity  which  sometimes  characterizes  its  progress,  but  when  Mr. 
Hoffmann  undertook  to  put  the  object  in  condition  for  exhibition 
it  had  advanced  far  enough  to  render  his  task  a  difficult  one.  It 
was  evident  that  a  certain  amount  of  the  mold  must  be  removed 
to  admit  of  treating  the  bronze,  if  the  latter  were  not  eventually 
to  be  reduced  to  powder.  It  was  felt,  however,  that  this  necessity 
brought  its  advantages  in  that  the  partially  exposed  bronze,  with 
the  lower  part  of  its  mold  still  intact,  would  make  an  exceedingly 
informing  exhibition  with  the  completed  bronze  statuettes.  The 
work  of  removing,  so  far  as  necessary,  the  upper  portion  of  the 
mold  has  gone  forward  slowly  and  cautiously,  extending  over 
many  weeks  to  give  intervals  for  watching  the  behaviour  of  the 
metal  under  treatment.  A  detailed  photographic  record  of  the 
different  stages  has  been  made,  from  which  excerpts  are  published 
in  the  accompanying  illustrations. 

Fig.  3  shows  the  beginning  of  the  modern  freeing  of  the  left  side 
of  the  head  (cf.  Fig.  2)  in  which  an  ancient  rift  in  the  metal  is 

1  Ancient  bronzes  are  subject  to  a  peculiar  deterioration  which  first  manifests  itself  as 
an  efflorescence  of  bright  green  appearing  here  and  there  on  the  bronze.  At  one  time  the 
theory  that  this  deterioration  was  caused  by  bacteria  gained  some  credence  and  although 
it  is  now  known  to  be  due  to  a  chemical  change  the  term  "bronze  disease"  is  still  in  use. 
The  older  literature  is  cited  and  the  subject  discussed  anew  in  Miss  G.  M.  A.  Richter's  Greek, 
Etruscan  and  Roman  Bronzes,  pp.  xxxii-xxxiv. 
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visible.  In  Fig.  4  the  head  is  seen  from  the  front  with  the  inju- 
rious incrustation  and  additional  parts  of  the  mold  removed  (cf. 
Fig.  1).  The  uraeus  on  the  little  god's  forehead  remains  blocked 
out  in  the  rough  as  it  was  cast,  but  the  reworking  of  the  surface 
with  the  graver  had  been  commenced  elsewhere,  as  on  the  cord 
about  the  neck  and  on  the  eye  sockets  which  had  been  hollowed 
out   for  inlays   of  more  costly   metal.     The  cheek  shows   an   im- 


Fig.  3.     THE  FIRST  STAGE  IN  THE  MODERN 
REMOVAL   OF   PART  OF  THE   MOLD 

An  ancient  rift  in  the  bronze  appears.     Cf.  Fig.  2. 


perfection,  a  thread  of  bronze  in  relief,  where  a  flaw  in  the  mold 
permitted  the  metal  to  trickle  down;  this  might  have  been  re- 
moved, but  the  ancient  workman  went  far  enough  to  discover 
serious  weakness  in  the  walls  of  the  casting  and  abandoned  it.  j 
That  the  piece  was  not  broken  up  and  the  metal  melted  and  used 
again  is  due  to  some  fortuitous  circumstance  which  escapes  our 
guess. 
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Only  when  Mr.  Hoffmann's  work  on  the  piece  reached  the  stage 
of  Fig.  5  did  it  appear  what  complete  disaster  had  befallen  the 
casting.  Some  force  when  the  bronze  was  cooling  had  caused  it  to 
burst,  a  part  of  the  walls  of  the  head  had  fallen  into  the  interior, 


Fig.  5-    THE  MOLD   CUT  DOWN  TO  THE  LEVEL  OF  THE  ARM-PITS 
The  casting  is  seen  to  be  a  failure.    The  mass  in  the  interior  of  the  head  is  the  core.     Cf.  Figs.  2  and  3. 


revealing,  interestingly  for  us,  the  gray,  sandy  core  and  the  thin- 
ness of  the  bronze  walls.  Thus  it  is  evident  that  the  figure  was 
cast  hollow  and  the  metal  used  with  great  economy. 

Caroline  Ransom  Williams. 
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ORIGINAL  DOCUMENTS  FROM  THE  ARCHIVES 

OF  THE  SOCIETY 

A  Proposed  League  of  Nations  in  1845 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  the  Rev.  D.  Stuart  Dodge,  D.D., 
for  the  document  illustrated  on  the  opposite  page.  In  view  of 
the  present  efforts  to  form  a  League  of  Nations  this  document  is 
of  apparent  interest.  At  the  time  the  following  petition  was  being 
circulated,  December  1845,  the  preliminary  events  leading  to  the 
War  with  Mexico  had  occurred  and  it  was  undoubtedly  the  in- 
tentions of  the  subscribers  to  this  petition  to  prevent  the  crisis 
of  the  Mexican  trouble  as  well  as  to  form  a  "Congress  of  Na- 
tions." It  does  not  appear  that  the  petition  was  actually  presented 
to  Congress  but  it  is  interesting  to  note  the  distinguished  New 
Yorkers  who  signed  it.  The  complete  document  is  as  follows: 
To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the 

United  States  of  America: 

The  undersigned  citizens  of  New  York  in  the  State  of  New 
York  deeply  impressed  with  the  evils  of  war,  and  believing  it 
possible  to  supersede  its  necessity  by  providing  another  method 
of  settling  national  disputes,  respectfully  petition  your  honorable 
bodies  to  provide  by  law,  or  in  any  constitutional  way,  for  a  pro- 
posal to  other  governments  that  a  Congress  of  Nations  may  be 
assembled,  to  form  a  code  of  international  law,  by  which  their 
varying  interests  may  be  determined.     December  1845. 

Theo.  Frelinghuysen  Wm.  C.  Bryant 

John  S.  C.  Abbott  Ab  H.  Van  Dyke 

Anson  G.  Phelps  James  Harper 

William  E.  Dodge  Horace  Greeley 

H.  B.  Washburn  EDWd.  A.  Lambert 

Rob.  S.  Goff  William  E.  Whiting 

John  S.  Porter  Arthur  Tappan 

Wm.  Scott  S.  H.  Pierson 

Elijah  Benedict  Daniel  B.  Bell 

Jas.  Gentle  Henry  Keep 

Henry  C.  Porter  Henry  C.  Fisher 

Frederick  Goodell  John  T.  Doubleday 

Anson  G.  Phelps,  Jr.  Charles  King 
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To  the  Honorable  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  UnitefLStates  of  America  : 

eJ  The  undersigned,  citizens  of  *sV(M> p&orfc  io  the  State  of  jl1  e^to^^r/Tcl  deeply  impressed  with  the 

evifc/of  war,  and  believing  it  possible  to  sup^sede  its  necessity  by  providing  another  rae^fipd  of  settling  national  disputes,  respectfully 
petition  your  honorable  bodies  to  provide  by  law,  or  in  any  constitutional  way,  for  a  proposal  to  other  governments  that  a' Congress  of 
"Nations  may  be  assembled,  to  form  a  code  of  international  law,  by  which  their  varying  interests  may  be  determined. 
Vtettt&tr,  1845. 


t^7yC>~^ ^ 


fade** 


d^L^.Jh^^l 
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Elisha  Peck 

Thomas  Cock 

Jacob  Abbott 

Gorham  D.  Abbott 

Stephen  H.  Tyng 

Wm.  Gray 

Alfred  Edwards 

Ellsworth  Chesebrough 

E.  M.  Kingsley 

L.  R.  Shaw 

Amory  Edwards 

Jno.  Van  Vechten 

C.  C.  Vermeule 

Henry  W.  Banks 

Wm.  E.  DOUBLEDAY 

Jonathan  Hunt 

Solomon  Warriner,  Jr. 

Seth  B.  Hunt 

James  Wilde,  Jr. 

Theo.  McNamee 

Wm.  H.  Weed 

Samuel  P.  Holmes 

Charles  A.  Peck 

Geo.  Pratt 

George  Walsh 

Wm.  Steel,  Jr. 

Ira  Smith 

Russel  Dart 

Edward  Tilley 

T.  Milhau 

William  F.  Havemeyer 

William  Torrey 

Warren  Saxtone 

N.  Gilbert 

Wight  Sturges  Shaw 

M.  McNulty 

Thomas  Denny 

Dennis  Perkins 

George  White 

J.  Abeel  De  Foreest 


Thomas  T.  Bloodgood 
George  Congdon 
W.  G.  Sheldon 
S.  S.  Kimball 
C.  Zabriskie,  Jr. 
H.  A.  Underwood 
Lucius  Hopkins 
John  Allen 
Geo.  M.  Tracy 
Charles  Durfee 

E.  B.  Williams 

A.  W.  Huntington 

H.  Brown 

I.  T.  Davenport 

F.  A.  Gebhardt 
Warren  P.  Alden 
H.  D.  Sharpe 

S.  R.  Cutter 
J.  P.  Bremner 
I.  B.  Halsey 
J.  B.  Breed 
Amos  R.  Eno 
Jno.  Jay  Phelps 
S.  S.  Merrill 
Alanson  Trask 
Sam1.  Backus 
R.  B.  Currier  [?] 
A.  G.  Trask 
Robert  Bage 
H.  H.  Denison 
Henry  Ball 
E.  O.  Tompkins 
EBENr.  Monroe 
W.  H.  Shipans 
Parke  Godwin 
Geo.  W.  Matsell 
Eli  C.  Blake 
R.  M.  Pratt 
RicHd.  Warren 
Edward  Bridge 
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Wm.  A.  Butler 
H.  C.  Bowen 
Chs.  W.  Foster 
Sam1.  T.  Williams 
L.  R.  Menger 
W.  H.  Mellen 
Charles  St.  John 
Isaac  P.  Hull 
Dennis  E.  Jones 
John  F.  Randolph 

C.  A.  Morgan 

D.  Hoadley 
Joseph  Brewster 
George  F.  Nesbitt 
Alexander  F.  Dodge 
Wm.  Penn  Robinson 
Rob1.  C.  Spier,  Jr. 
Charles  A.  Blanchard 

Wm.  AlKMAN 

William  Chalmers 
James  McKenna 
Samuel  Ward 
Chas.  Watson 
J.  0.  West 

C.  H.  Read 
Benj.  Strong 

D.  B.  Hurd 
Mortimer  Strong 
David  R.  Burns 
A.  McClure 
Henry  K.  Cushing 
H.  Cotton 

John  G.  Wilsey 
David  M.  Kukuck 
Robert  A.  Aikman 
R.  Pegg 

Garrat  N.  Bleecker3 
Jeremiah  Milbank 
Edward  Doughty 
Peter  Anderson 


Geo.  A.  Ray 
Jos.  W.  Harper 
Frederic  Saunders 
E.  Flagg,  Jr. 
Sam1.  Leeds 
E.  H.  Page 
John  Stewart 
Asa  Page 
Ogden  M.  Rogers 
David  Hoadley 
Henry  Lathrop 
Geo.  D.  Phelps 
Jno.  D.  Dix 
A.  M.  Baldwin 
H.  0.  Hugins 
Wm.  H.  Butler 
Jas.  H.  Brame 
Ethan  C.  Briggs 
Thomas  Kenwick 
Michael  Leary 
Peter  Ballantyne 
James  Renwick 
James  Trenor 
Rob1.  Aikman,  Jr. 
William  M.  Holmes 
V.  Tilyou 
Hugh  Aikman 
John  S.  Savery 
R.  L.  Baldwin 
EpHm.  Corning 
C.  Phelps  Burdett 
Charles  Smith 
Jacob  M.  Van  Winkle 
W.  Desenarf 
J.  W.  Martens 
Charles  G.  Sommers 
Elihsa  Tucker 
Isaac  Wood 
Alfred  Baber 
Griffith  Thomas 
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GENERAL   BURGOYNE'S   INSTRUCTIONS  TO  LIEUTEN- 
ANT COLONEL  FRIEDRICH  BAUM  FOR  THE  ILL-FATED 
EXPEDITION  AT   BENNINGTON,   VERMONT,    1777. 

^INSTRUCTIONS   FOR  LIEUT.    COL°   BAUM. 

The  object  of  your  Expedition  is  to  try  the  Affection  of  the 
Country  to  disconcert  the  Councils  of  the  Enemy,  to  mount  Rie- 
desel's  Dragoons,  to  compleat  Peter's  Corps,  and  to  obtain  large 
supplies  of  Cattle  Horses  and  Carriages. 

The  Several  Corps  of  which  the  inclosed  are  to  be  under  your 
Command. 

The  Troops  must  take  no  Tents  and  what  little  Baggage  is  carried 
by  Officers  must  be  on  their  own  Bat  Horses. 

You  are  to  proceed  from  Batten  Kill  to  Arlington  and  take  Post 
there  until  the  Detachment  of  the  Provincials  under  Cap*  Sherwood 
shall  join  you  from  the  Southward. 

You  are  then  to  proceed  to  Manchester  where  you  will  again 
take  Post  so  as  to  secure  the  Pass  of  the  Mountains  on  the  Road  from 
Manchester  to  Rockingham  from  thence  you  will  detach  the  In- 
dians and  light  Troops  to  the  Northward  towards  Otter  Creek 
On  their  Return  and  receiving  Intelligence  that  no  Enemy  is  in  Force 
upon  the  Connecticut  River  you  will  then  proceed  by  the  Road 
over  the  Mountains  to  Rockingham  where  you  will  take  Post 
this  will  be  the  most  distant  Part  of  your  Expedition  and  must 
be  proceeded  on  with  Caution  as  you  will  have  the  Defile  of  the 
Mountains  behind  you  which  might  make  a  Retreat  difficult.  You 
must  therefore  endeavor  to  be  well  informed  of  the  Force  of  the 
Enemy's  Militia  in  the  Neighbouring  Country  Should  you  find  it 
may  with  Prudence  be  effected  you  are  to  return  there  while  the 
Indians  and  Light  Troops  are  detained  up  the  River  and  you  are 
afterwards  to  descend  the  River  to  Brattleberg  and  from  that  Place 
by  the  quickest  March  you  are  to  return  by  the  great  Road  to  Albany. 

During  your  whole  Progress  your  Detachments  are  to  have  orders 
to  bring  in  to  you  all  Horses  fit  to  mount  the  Dragoons  under 
your  Command  or  to  serve  as  Bat  Horses  to  the  Troops  together 
with  all  Saddles  and  Bridles  as  can  be  found  The  Number  of  Horses 
requisite  beside  those  necessary  for  mounting  the  Regiment  of 
Dragoons  ought  to  be  thirteen  hundred.     If  you  can  bring  more  for 
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the  use  of  the  Army  it  will  be  so  much  the  better.  Your  Parties 
are  also  to  bring  in  Waggons  and  other  convenient  Carriages  with 
as  many  draft  Oxen  as  will  be  necessary  to  draw  them  and  all  Cattle 
fit  for  Slaughter  (Milch  Cows  only  excepted)  which  are  to  be  left 
for  the  Use  of  the  Inhabitants.  Regular  Receipts  in  the  Form 
hereto  subjoined  are  to  be  given  in  all  Places  when  any  of  the  above 
mentioned  Articles  are  taken  to  such  Persons  as  have  remained 
on  their  Habitations  and  otherwise  complyed  with  the  Terms  of 
General  Burgoyne's  Manifesto  but  no  Receipt  to  be  given  to  such 
as  are  known  to  be  acting  in  the  Service  of  the  Rebels.  As  You 
will  have  with  you  Persons  perfectly  acquainted  with  the  abilities 
of  the  Country  it  may  perhaps  be  adviseable  to  tax  the  several 
Districts  with  the  Proportions  of  the  several  Articles  &  limit  the 
Hours  for  the  Delivery  and  should  you  find  it  necessary  to  move 
before  such  Delivery  can  be  made  Hostages  of  the  most  respectable 
People  should  be  taken  to  secure  their  following  you  the  next  Day 
All  possible  Means  are  to  be  used  to  prevent  Plundering  as  it  is 
probable  that  Cap*  Sherwood  who  is  already  detached  to  the 
Southward  and  will  join  you  at  Arlington  will  drive  in  a  considerable 
Quantity  of  Cattle  with  a  proper  Detachment  from  Peter's  Corps 
to  cover  them  in  order  to  dis'cumber  yourself  but  you  must  always 
keep  the  Regiment  of  Dragoons  compleat.  The  Dragoons  them- 
selves must  ride  and  take  Care  of  the  Horses  of  the  Regiment. 
Those  Horses  which  are  destined  for  the  use  of  the  Army  must  be 
tied  together  by  a  string  of  ten  each  in  Order  that  one  Man  may 
lead  ten  Horses.  You  will  give  the  unarmed  Men  of  Peters'  Corps 
to  conduct  them,  and  Inhabitants  whom  you  can  trust  You  must 
always  take  your  Camp  in  good  Position,  but  at  the  same  Time 
where  there  is  Pasture  and  must  have  a  Chain  of  Centinels  round 
your  Cattle  when  grazing. 

Col°  Skene  will  be  with  you  as  much  as  possible  in  Order  to 
assist  you  with  his  Advice  to  help  you  to  distinguish  the  good 
Subjects  from  the  bad  to  procure  the  best  Intelligence  of  the  Enemy 
and  choose  those  People  who  are  to  bring  me  Accounts  of  your 
Progress  and  Success. 

When  you  find  it  necessary  to  halt  a  Day  or  two  you  must  always 
intrench  the  Camp  of  the  Regiment  of  Dragoons  in  Order  never  to 
risque  an  Attack  or  Affront  from  the  Enemy. 

As  you  will  return  with  the  Regiment  of  Dragoons  mounted  you 
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must  always  have  a  Detachment  of  Cap1  Frasers  or  Peter's  Corps 
in  Front  of  the  Column  &  the  same  in  Rear  in  Order  to  prevent  your 
Falling  into  an  Ambuscade  when  you  march  thro'  the  Woods. 

You  will  use  all  possible  Means  to  make  the  Country  believe  that 
the  Troops  under  your  Command  are  the  advanced  Corps  of  the 
Army  and  that  it  is  intended  to  pass  to  Connecticut  in  the  Road 
to  Boston.  You  will  likewise  insinuate  that  the  main  Army  from 
Albany  is  to  be  joined  at  Springfield  by  a  Corps  of  Troops  from 
Rhode  Island. 

It  is  highly  probable  that  the  Corps  under  Mr  Warner  now 
supposed  to  be  at  Manchester  will  retreat  before  you  but  should  they 
contrary  to  Expectation  be  able  to  collect  in  great  Force  &  post 
themselves  advantageously  it  is  left  to  your  Discretion  to  attack 
them  or  not,  always  bearing  in  Mind  that  your  Corps  are  too  valuable 
to  let  any  considerable  Loss  be  hazarded  on  this  Occasion. 

Should   any  Corps  be  moved  from  Mr  Arnold's  main  army  in 
Order  to  interrupt  your  Retreat  you  are  to  take  as  strong  a  Post 
as  the  Country  will  afford  and  send  the  quickest  Intelligence  to  me 
and  you  may  depend  on  my  making  such  Movements  as  shall  put    ' 
the  Enemy  between  two  Fires  or  otherwise  effectually  sustain  you. 

It  is  imagined  that  the  Progress  of  the  whole  of  this  Expedition    j 
may  be  effected  in  about  a  Fortnight  but  every  Movement  must   I 
depend  upon  your  Success  in  obtaining  such  Supplies  of  Provision   |j 
as  will  enable  you  to  subsist  to  return  to  this  Army  in  Case  you   I 
cannot  get  any  more  and  should  not  the  Army  be  able  to  reach 
Albany  before  your  Expedition  should  be  compleated  I  will  find 
Means  to  send  you  Notice  of  it  and  give  your  Rout  another  Direc- 
tion. 

All  Persons  acting  in  Committees  or  any  Officers  acting  under  the    1 
Direction   of  Congress   either   Civil   or   Military   are   to   be   made  ! 
Prisoners. 

I  heartily  wish  you  Success 

and  have  the  Honor  to  be 
Sir 

Your  most  obedient 
Humble  Servant 
J.  Burgoyne 
Head  Quarters  Lieut.  Gen1 

Aug1  9  1777." 
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THE  MILITARY  HUT-CAMP 

OF 

THE  WAR  OF  THE  REVOLUTION 

ON  THE 

DYCKMAN  FARM 

MANHATTAN 

Explored  by  the  Members  of  the  Committee  on  Field  Exploration  of 
The  New- York  Historical  Society 

III 

Some  of  the  officers  quartered  in  the  Camp  apparently  found 
its  crowded  area  unpleasantly  cramped,  and  established  themselves 
in  the  woods  near  by.  This  was  indicated  by  the  discovery  of  a 
hut-site  among  the  trees  on  the  hillside,  south  of  the  Camp,  near 
the  Bolton  Road.  The  hut  or  shack  had  been  erected  on  a  large 
flat  rock,  and  the  rubbish  of  its  occupants  had  been  carelessly 
pitched  over  the  edge  and  was  found  crowded  into  the  crevices 
of  the  stony  foreground.  It  included  some  Canton  porcelain  of 
interesting  pattern,  and  some  salt-glazed  table-ware  of  English 
manufacture.  One  octagonal  "Willow  pattern"  plate  was  pieced 
together  nearly  complete. 

The  usual  military  debris  included  a  small  solid-shot,  cutlery, 
buckles,  glassware,  and  a  pair  of  ice-creepers.  These  "creepers" 
proved  later  to  be  quite  a  common  feature  of  the  life  in  this  camp, 
for  they  have  been  found  in  almost  every  hut-site,  and  sometimes 
in  such  quantities  as  to  indicate  the  number  of  occupants  of  the 
hut.  A  comparison  of  the  specimens  discloses  considerable  variety 
in  their  dimensions  and  they  were  evidently  made  to  suit  the  size 
of  the  shoe,  or  rather,  of  its  instep,  the  wider  sizes  probably  suited 
to  the  clumsy  boots  of  the  Hessian  soldiery,  and  the  smallest  the 
shoe  of  the  daintiest  among  the  officers.  The  smallest  are  2% 
inches  wide  between  the  eyelets,  and  the  plate  is  less  than  an  inch 
across  and  of  a  thickness  of  only  3— 32nds  of  an  inch,  while  the 
largest  run  to  3^  inches  by  1  5—16,  and  are  nearly  3-16  of  an  inch 
thick. 

Returning  to  the  line  of  hut-sites,  Number  Five,  situated  along- 
side  Prescott   Avenue,    proved    of  considerable   interest.      On    its 
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blackened  sand  floor  a  garment  had  been  left,  probably  a  vest,  of 
which  some  carbonized  fragments  still  maintained  the  texture  of 
the  weave  of  the  cloth,  and  a  piece  of  the  silver  braid  with  which 
it  had  been  bound.  Seven  small  silver  buttons  of  the  Seventeenth 
Foot  Regiment  had  once  fastened  the  vest,  and  hard  by  was  a  pair 
of  tailor's  scissors,  a  thimble,  and  a  brass  pin.  It  may  be  reason- 
ably assumed  that  the  hut  was  occupied  by  some  regimental  tailor, 
doing  mending  work  for  a  commissioned  officer,  when  the  call 
for  abandonment  came,  or  the  hut  took  fire. 


ICE   CREEPERS 


The  hut-site  next  the  Tailor's,  or  Number  Six  of  our  series, 
proved  more  prolific  than  usual,  for  it  proved  to  be  an  abandoned 
hut  which  had  been  used  as  a  receptacle  for  camp  rubbish  from  the 
surrounding  huts.  A  mass  of  ashes,  bones  and  charcoal  contained 
ironwork  of  all  kinds,  many  barrel  hoops,  pot  hooks  and  nails,  with 
a  number  of  ice-creepers,  a  skate,  and  an  iron  pail.  The  latter  had 
once  contained  a  quantity  of  white  clay,  possibly  that  substitute 
for  pipe-clay  to  which  von  Krafft  refers  in  April,  1781,  as  having 
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been  brought  from  Newtown,  Long  Island,  "for  whitening"  the 
soldiers'  accoutrements. 

The  china  and  glass  ware  was  of  unusual  variety,  and  indi- 
cated the  wastage  of  officers'  quarters.  A  whole  bottle,  and  a 
complete  salt-glazed  tea  cup  rewarded  the  enthusiasts  in  ceramics. 
The  distinctive  finds,  however,  were  of  a  purely  military  character. 
Numerous  pewter  buttons  of  the  Tenth,  Fourteenth,  Seventeenth, 
Fifty-fourth  and  Seventy-first  regiments,  combined  with  a  copper 
coin  of  George  III,  of  the  year  1776,  to  define  the  period  of  the  de- 
posit, and  a  specimen  of  the  Twenty-eighth,  and  one  of  the  U.  S.  A., 
added   to   its    interest.      A   handsome   silver   shoe-buckle,    a   gold- 
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plated  silver  sleeve  link,  with  four  silver  buttons  of  the  Seven- 
teenth, indicated  the  character  of  the  command. 

The  choicest  object,  however,  was  a  complete  bronze  badge, 
bearing  the  royal  initial,  G.  R.  and  Crown  above,  the  eyelets  of 
which  were  still  attached  to  a  fragment  of  the  canvas  pouch  of  which 
it  had  once  formed  a  part.  This  object  is  3^  inches  in  height,  of 
excellent  design,  and  appears  to  have  been  an  ornament  of  an 
officer's  pouch  attached  to  the  sword-belt,  and  known  as  a  "sabre- 
tache." 

The  coin  and  buttons  afford  some  information  as  to  the  period 
of  the  use  of  this  part  of  the  Camp. 

The  Fourteenth  regiment  was  in  New  York  in  1776,  but  left 
for  Europe  in  1777,  and  must,  therefore,  have  been  at  this  spot 
the  winter  immediately  succeeding  the  capture  of  the  locality. 

The  Tenth  left  New  York  for  England  in  October,  1778,  and 
the   Twenty-eighth    embarked    for    Barbadoes,    November   of  the 
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same  year.  The  Seventeenth  came  to  Inwood  in  1778,  and  was 
captured  in  1779. 

The  seventh  hut-site  proved  to  have  been  dug  on  the  same 
space  once  occupied  by  aboriginal  residents.  A  large  pocket  of 
oyster  shells  had  been  disturbed,  and  on  the  re-filling  of  the  space 
had  been  turned  back  into  it,  mingled  with  some  military  rub- 
bish, such  as  window-glass,  bricks,  nails  and  broken  bottles.  In 
the  Indian  material  there  was  found  a  fine  spear-head  of  black 
chert,  of  excellent  workmanship,  which  had  thus  run  the  gauntlet 
of  discovery  in  its  disturbance  by  the  soldiers,  only  to  be  captured 
more  than  a  century  later  by  the  persistent  archaeologist.  On  the 
floor  of  the  hut  was  abundant  ash  in  which  was  a  deposit  of  seven 
buttons  of  the  Seventeenth  Foot.  Near  by  was  a  whole  rum- 
bottle,  and  a  small  copper  coin  bearing  traces  of  a  German  coat-of- 
arms,  which  had  been  pierced  with  a  small  square  hole,  and  de- 
signed to  be  used  as  a  pendant,  perhaps  by  some  Hessian  soldier 
in  remembrance  of  his  lost  home. 

The  most  interesting  objects  of  the  period  were  two  bars  of 
printers'  type,  one  the  letter  "D,"  upper  case,  and  one  the  letter 
"n,"  lower  case;  which,  of  course,  led  to  the  surmise  as  to  the 
intermediate  letters  being  "a"  and  "m."  The  use  of  printers' 
type  in  such  a  place  may  have  been  only  for  the  practical  purpose 
of  melting  down  the  material  for  re-use  as  bullets,  but  it  may 
have  been  part  of  a  military  printing  outfit,  such  as  that  described 
in  the  Records  of  Congress,  under  date  of  28  November,  1781: — 

"Resolved,  that  the  Sec.  of  War  take  order  for  furnishing  a 
Wagon  with  4  horses  and  a  driver  for  the  purpose  of 
transporting  to  the  Southern  Army  a  Printing  press  and 
necessary  apparatus." 

This  indicates  that  it  was  probably  the  practice  to  have  a  press 
in  operation  near  a  commanding  officer's  headquarters,  to  pro- 
duce such  material  as  orders  and  proclamations. 

It  may  be  noted  that  in  Fort  Number  Four,  on  Fordham  Heights, 
there  was  found  part  of  a  printer's  brass  rule,  and  in  two  other  huts 
on  the  Prescott  Avenue  site,  other  pieces  of  type  were  found  intact. 

Reginald  Pelham  Bolton,  Secretary. 
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NATHAN  HALE. 


In  the  April,  191 8  Bulletin,  we  published  an  article  on  the  site 
of  the  execution  of  Captain  Nathan  Hale,  the  exact  location  of 
which  has  always  been  a  matter  of  conjecture.  In  the  neighbor- 
hood of  the  Dove  Tavern,  66th  Street  and  Third  Avenue,  is  the  gen- 
erally accepted  location  where  Captain  Nathan  Hale  met  his  fate, 
and  the  following  extract  of  a  letter  of  a  British  Officer  published  in 
the  "Kentish  Gazette"  for  November  6-9,  1776,  is  another  bit  of 
historical  evidence  confirming  the  above  location.  The  British 
Headquarters  referred  to  below  was  in  the  Beekman  House  at 
Fifty-first  Street  near  First  Avenue.  The  letter  is  dated  New 
York,  September  26,  1776: 

"We  hung  up  a  rebel  spy  the  other  day,  and  some  soldiers 
got  out  of  a  rebel  gentleman's  garden,  a  painted  soldier  on 
a  board,  and  hung  it  along  with  the  Rebel;  and  wrote 
upon  it — General  Washington — and  I  saw  it  yesterday 
beyond  headquarters,  by  the  road  side." 


THE  FIRST  SAVINGS  BANK  IN  THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK. 

The  earliest  efforts  to  establish  a  savings  bank  in  the  City  of  New 
York  began  18 16  and  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  secure  a 
charter  from  the  State  of  New  York  in  1817  the  "Bank  for  Savings 
in  the  City  of  New  York"  was  incorporated  on  March  26,  18 19, 
just  one  hundred  years  ago.  Associated  with  this  Institution  and 
one  of  its  founders  was  John  Pintard,  the  founder  of  The  New  York 
Historical  Society.  He  became  a  Trustee  of  the  Savings  Bank  in 
1816  and  President  in  1828,  serving  in  both  capacities  until  1841 
when  he  resigned.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Directors  after  incor- 
poration was  on  April  5,  18 19,  since  which  time  the  Bank  for 
Savings  has  continued  in  its  career  of  usefulness  and  now  occupies 
the  southwest  corner  of  Fourth  Avenue  and  Twenty-second  Street. 
Among  the  Board  of  Officers  are  the  following  members  of  this 
Society,  Mr.  Adrian  Iselin,  Mr.  Frederic  W.  Stevens,  Mr.  Lewis  B. 
Gawtry  and  Mr.  John  Harper,  the  present  Comptroller,  who  has 
served  forty  years  with  that  Institution. 
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NOTES  OF  THE  SOCIETY 
Theodore  Roosevelt  Memorial  Minute 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  held  on  February 
18,  1919,  Mr.  John  A.  Weekes,  President  of  the  Society,  submitted 
with  remarks  the  following  Memorial  Minute  which  was  unani- 
mously adopted  by  a  rising  vote. 

The  New  York  Historical  Society  records  with  the  deepest 
regret  the  death  at  Oyster  Bay,  Long  Island,  on  January  6,  1919, 
of  the  Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  twenty-sixth  President  of  the 
United  States,  author,  soldier  and  statesman,  a  close  student  of 
history  and  a  member  of  this  Society  since  1885,  but  becoming  an 
honorary  member  on  his  election  to  the  office  of  Governor  of  the 
State  of  New  York  in  1899. 

Resolved,  That  we  mourn  the  death  of  our  distinguished  fellow 
member,  and  offer  our  hightest  tribute  of  respect  and  admiration 
for  his  devoted  services,  his  nobleness  and  integrity  of  character, 
and  for  his  outspoken  efforts  in  the  cause  of  humanity,  honesty 
and  the  public  good.  We  further  wish  to  express  our  sincere  sorrow 
at  his  untimely  death,  and  to  bear  testimony  to  his  high  reputation 
and  the  value  and  importance  of  his  advice  and  opinion  in  every 
matter  pertaining  to  the  honor  and  advancement  of  this  Country, 
for  whose  cause  he  so  unselfishly  gave  every  effort,  and  to  serve 
and  aid  which,  even  up  to  his  last  illness,  he  offered  his  entire 
strength  and  energy. 

He  has  left  a  record  that  cannot  be  forgotten  and  his  honor 
and  uprightness  must  live  in  the  hearts  of  those  he  served,  while 
advancing  years  will  but  enhance  the  greatness  he  achieved  in  life 
and  render  more  illustrious  the  name  he  bore. 


Necrology 

Edward  D.  Page,  a  Life  Member  since  1893,  died  December  25, 
1918,  in  the  63rd  year  of  his  age. 

Augustus  Van  Home  Stuyvesant,  a  Life  Member  since  1857, 
died  December  28,  191 8. 

Hon.  Theodore  Roosevelt,  a  Member  since  1885,  died  January 
6,  1 9 1 9,  at  Oyster  Bay,  N.  Y.,  in  the  61st  year  of  his  age. 

Anton  A.  Raven,  a  Life  Member  since  1901,  died  at  Caldwell, 
N.  J.,  January  15,  1919,  in  the  86th  year  of  his  age. 
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Harrison  E.  Gawtrey,  a  Member  since  1906,  died  January  29th, 
1919,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 

Frederick  H.  Crum,  a  Life  since  1908,  died  February  13th,  1919, 
at  River  Edge,  New  Jersey. 

Frederick  W.  Hunter,  a  Life  Member  since  1882,  died  February 
18,  1919,  in  the  53rd  year  of  his  age. 

T.  Matlock  Cheesman,  M.D.,  a  Life  Member  since  1904,  died 
February  25,  1919,  at  Garrison,  N.  Y.,  in  the  6jth  year  of  his  age. 

Thomas  Addis  Emmet,  M.D.,  a  Member  since  1864,  died  March 
1st,  1919,  in  the  91st  year  of  his  age. 

Jed  Frye,  a  Member  since  1902,  died  March  6,  1919,  in  the  66th 
year  of  his  age. 

John  Henry  Johnston,  a  Life  Member  since  1862,  died  March 
17,  1919,  in  the  §2d  year  of  his  age. 

Members  Elected 

Frederick  B.  Adams  Mrs.  Frederick  Dwight 

Francis  S.  Bangs  Robert  Endicott 

W.  Gedney  Beatty  W.  Pierson  Hamilton 

Edward  B.  Camp  Ernest  S.  Holland 

Paul  D.  Cravath  Orland  S.  Isbell 

Miss  Florence  Dean  Edwin  Patrick  Kilroe 

Moreau  Delano  Henry  T.  Sloane 
Frederic  Winthrop 


LECTURES 


On  January  7th  last,  Col.  Edwin  A.  Havers  lectured  on  "The 
Marvels  of  Modern  Photography"  which  he  substituted  for  his 
lecture  "War  and  Your  Duty  to  Your  Country/'  as  announced. 

Mr.  Frederic  Villiers,  the  War  Artist  Correspondent  of  the 
London  Illustrated  News,  was,  owing  to  illness,  unable  to  deliver 
his  lecture  on  February  4th,  "What  I  Saw  at  the  Front, "  and  in 
his  place,  Lieut.  Harold  B.  Willis  of  the  Lafayette  Escadrille  re- 
lated his  experiences  as  a  member  of  that  famous  flying  corps,  his 
capture  and  experience  as  a  German  prisoner  and  subsequent 
escape  into  Switzerland. 
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On  March  4th,  Mr.  B.  R.  Baumgardt  delivered  his  lecture  on 
"The  Historical  Background  of  the  Great  War." 

Miss  Mary  V.  Worstell  will  lecture  on  the  "Royal  Chateaux  of 
France"  on  April  1st,  and  on  May  6th,  Mr.  Albert  Ulmann  will 
lecture  on  "Fifth  Avenue  in  Peace  and  War." 


An  exhibition  of  medals,  coins  and  tokens  of  George  Washington 
and  Abraham  Lincoln,  loaned  by  The  American  Numismatic  So- 
ciety, was  placed  on  exhibition  during  the  month  of  February. 


The  Jarvis  Collection  of  Indian  and  Mexican  relics  collected  by 
Dr.  Nathan  S.  Jarvis  on  the  Western  frontier  in  the  early  forties 
now  occupies  four  cases  in  The  Henry  Dexter  Hall  and  forms  an 
interesting  exhibition  of  rare  objects. 


LIBRARY  NOTES 


Volumes  fifty  and  fifty-one  of  The  John  Watts  de  Peyster 
Publication  Fund  Series  have  been  issued  and  are  ready  for  delivery 
to  shareholders.  They  consist  of  the  Letters  and  Papers  of  Cad- 
wallader  Colden,  covering  the  period  1711-1742. 


Prof.  Albert  T.  Clay  of  the  Babylonian  Department  of  Yale 
University  recently  examined  the  Nineveh  Sculptures  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  Society  with  a  view  of  furnishing  in  the  near  future 
a  translation  of  the  inscriptions  for  publication  in  the  Bulletin. 


The  portrait  of  Mr.  Robert  H.  Kelby,  Librarian  of  the  Society, 
which  was  ordered  to  be  painted  for  the  Society  in  commemoration 
of  his  fifty  years  of  service,  has  been  completed  and  is  now  on 
exhibition.  The  artist  selected  was  Mr.  Irving  R.  Wiles  who  has 
succeeded  in  producing  a  remarkable  likeness  and  an  excellent 
portrait. 

The  Library  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  for  a  copy 
of  Esquemeling's  Bucaniers  of  America,  London  1684,  the  second 
English  Edition  of  that  work  and  the  "History  of  Connecticut," 
London,  178 1. 
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Mrs.  Charles  N.  Taintor  presented  to  the  Library  a  Manu- 
script Genealogical  Chart  of  the  L'estrange  family  compiled  in 
1 821  by  John  Strang. 

An  original  water  color  drawing  of  Catherine  Street,  New  York 
City,  about  1890,  by  L.  C.  Vogt,  has  been  presented  by  Mr.  Samuel 
P.  Avery. 

An  oil  painting  of  the  British  Hut  Camp  on  the  Dyckman 
Farm,  New  York  City,  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  painted 
by  John  Ward  Dunsmore,  was  presented  by  the  artist. 


Mr.  Edward  Trenchard  presented  the  following  relics  of  his 
father,  Admiral  Stephen  Decatur  Trenchard: 

Sword  and  Marine  Glasses  used  by  him  1 861-1865. 

Boat  (gig)  pennant  used  on  official  calls, 

Visiting  card  of  the  Chinese  Prime  Minister,  1859,  calling  on 
the  American  Officers  on  a  treaty  visit. 


Dr.  William  S.  Thomas  presented  a  Cannon  Ball  weighing  23^ 
lbs.,  unearthed  while  excavating  for  the  foundation  for  the  U.  S. 
Naval  Hospital,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  Nov.  18,  1918. 


Mr.  Joseph  M.  Andreini  presented  twelve  medals,  struck  by 
the  Circle  of  the  Friends  of  the  Medallion. 


Miss  Grace  A.  Garrison  presented  a  Pewter  Spoon  Mould, 
three  Candle  and  six  Oil  Lamps  of  the  17th,  18th  and  19th  Cen- 
tury. Also  a  Horse  Saddle  and  Curry  Comb  of  the  War  of  1861-65 
used  by  John  Henry  Garrison. 
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NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 

By  William  Kelby,  Late  Librarian  of  the  Society 

III 

Mrs.  Wright's  Wax  Work  Burned 
New  York,  June  ioth.  On  Monday  evening  [June  3d]  about  8 
o'clock,  a  Fire  was  discover'd  in  the  House  of  Mrs.  Wright,  the  in- 
genious Artist  in  Wax  Work,  and  Proprietor  of  the  Figures  so  near- 
ly resembling  the  Life,  which  have  for  some  Time  past  been  ex- 
hibited in  this  City  to  general  Satisfaction.  The  Accident  hap- 
pen'd  when  Mrs.  Wright  was  abroad,  and  only  Children  at  home, 
and  was  occasion'd  by  one  of  them  accidentally  setting  Fire  to  a 
Curtain  inclosing  some  of  the  Figures:  The  Child  for  some  Time 
in  vain  endeavour'd  to  extinguish  the  Fire;  which  was  soon  com- 
municated to  the  Clothes  of  the  Figures,  and  the  Wax  of  which 
they  were  composed.  The  Neighbours  immediately  assembled,  and 
with  the  greatest  Care  and  Expedition,  gave  all  possible  Assistance 
in  removing  and  preserving  the  Houshold  Goods.  The  Fire  En- 
gines play'd  into  the  House  and  soon  extinguished  the  Flames,  with 
little  Damage  to  the  House;  but,  tho'  most  of  the  Wax  Work  was 
destroyed,  together  with  some  New  Pieces  which  Mrs.  Wells  (Sister 
to  Mrs.  Wright)  had  lately  brought  from  Charlestown;  the  whole 
amounting  it  is  said  to  the  Value  of  several  Hundred  Pounds;  yet 
she  was  so  fortunate  as  to  save  the  curious  Piece  of  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Whitfield,  the  Pennsylvania  Farmer  and  some  others,  which  she 
still  continues  to  exhibit,  and  we  hear  that  she  proposes  to  repair 
the  Loss  sustained  by  this  Fire,  as  soon  as  possible,  by  making 
some  new  and  curious  Pieces. 
[N.  Y.  Gazette,  or  the  Weekly  Post  Boy,  New  York,  June  10th,  1771.] 

New  York,  August  5th.  It  is  said  Mrs.  Wright,  with  the  as- 
sistance of  her  Sister,  Mrs.  Wells,  has  been  so  assiduous  in  repair- 
ing the  Damages  done  to  the  Wax  Work  by  the  late  Fire  in  her 
House,  that  the  Defect  is  not  only  supplied  by  new  Pieces,  the 
Subjects  of  which  are  interesting  and  well  chosen,  but  they  are 
executed   with   superior  Skill   and   Judgement,   as   the   Performers 
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have  improved  by  Practice  and  Experience:  To  both  these  ex- 
traordinary Geniuses,  may  without  Impropriety  be  applied  what 
Addison  says  of  Kneller,  a  little  varied. 

By  Heav'n  and  Nature,  not  a  Master  taught, 
They  give  to  Statues,  Passion,  Life  and  Thought. 
[N.  Y.  Gazette,  or  the  Weekly  Post  Boy,  New  York,  August  5th,  1771.] 

To  Mr.  Holt 

The  many  noble  Specimens  of  Taste  and  Elegance  which  at- 
tract the  Attention  of  Strangers,  who  visit  this  City,  convey  very 
striking  assurances  of  our  Zeal  for,  and  the  Encouragement  we  give 
to  the  Polite  Arts.  The  Circulation  of  the  News  Papers,  (in  which 
I  observe  with  Pleasure,  Advertisements,  particularly  addressed  to 
Ladies,  and  Gentlemen  of  Taste)  communicate  this  to  distant  Re- 
gions, and  prove  presumptively,  that  such  Persons  reside  among  us. 

At  the  same  Time  give  me  Leave  to  observe,  that  if  the  same 
Taste  prevails  on  any  other  Part  of  the  Continent,  which  I  great- 
ly doubt,  as  our  Alexander  and  Bucephalus,  yet  remain  unrivaled, 
your  Papers  have  furnished  an  Assertion,  which  may  eventually 
occasion  much  Trouble. 

If  I  mistake  not,  I  read  in  Capital  Characters,  Pictures  adver- 
tised for  Sale,  whose  Prints,  cost,  from  2,  to  300  Pounds  Engrav- 
ing. Tho'  I  was  sorry  the  Owners  of  such  Pictures  were  reduced  to 
the  Necessity  of  selling  them,  some  being  in  the  Collection  of  the 
Royal  Family,  and  others  in  those  of  the  Chief  Nobility,  in  what 
Manner  they  should  escape  the  Dillitanti  in  England,  to  solicit 
the  Lovers  of  Virtu  here,  requires  Elucidation,  which  you  and  your 
Neighbour,  Gaine,  should  afford  the  Public.  Otherwise  a  Quaker 
from  Philadelphia  may  cross  5  Ferries,  in  Search  of  Claude  Lorrain, 
and  a  New  England  Colonel  may  travel  200  Miles  to  find  Carlo 
Maratto,  and  both  be  egregiously  disappointed. 

I  must  beg  leave  also  to  Hint  to  our  Academy  of  Inscriptions 
here,  to  restore  Magna  Charta  to  its  primitive  State.  I  allow  their 
Patriotism  its  full  Credit,  and  think  with  them,  that,  at  a  Time 
when  the  Stamp  Act  was  in  Force,  and  Taxes  were  imposed  upon 
us,  it  became  us  as  English  Men  to  make  the  Letter  E  entirely  In- 
dependent, and  not  suffer  it  to  associate  with  the  rascally  A,  *  so 
avowedly  an  Administration  Letter.     Affairs  having,  by  the  bad 
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Example  of  our  Neighbours,  now  taken  a  different  Turn,  I  hope 
the  Inscription  will  henceforth  unite  those  two  Letters  in  Friend- 
ship, that  so  they  may,  like  us  and  our  Mother  Country,  again  act 
Cheek  by  Jowl  together. 

I  am  your's, 

A  Yorkist. 
*  Vid.    The  Scroll  on  Pitt's  Statue. 

[N.  Y.  Journal;  or  Gen.  Advertiser,  January  9,  1772.] 

This  Day  is  published,  Price  Half  a  Guinea,  Lieutenant  Pierie's 
incomparably  elegant  view  of  the  great  cataract  of 

Niagara 

From  a  painting  of  Mr.  Wilson,  which  sold  for  150  guineas. 

[Rivington's  N.  Y.  Gazetteer,  July  7,  1774.] 

William  Birchall  Tetley,  from  London,  Begs  leave  to  acquaint 
the  Public,  that  he  has  taken  a  commodious  house,  the  corner  of 
Beaver-street,  and  facing  General  Haldimand's; — where  he  pur- 
poses painting  portraits  in  oil,  or  in  miniature  for  the  bracelet,  or 
so  small  as  to  be  set  in  a  ring. 

Those  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  please  to  favour  him  with 
their  commands,  may  depend  on  having  them  done  in  the  best 
manner,  and  with  the  greatest  expedition. 

[Rivington's  N.  Y.  Gazetteer,  August  4,  1774.] 

John  Hutt,  Engraver  in  General,  And  Copper  Plate  Printer, 
Directly  opposite  the  Coffee-House,  in  Water-Street,  New  York, 
Performs  every  Article  in  the  different  Branches  of  Engraving,  with 
the  utmost  Neatness  and  Dispatch. 

N.  B.  Stamps  cut  for  the  News-Papers  On  the  shortest  No- 
tice, Arms  neatly  painted  on  vellum. 

Copper  Plate  Printing. 

Said  Hutt  having  lately,  for  the  better  accommodation  of  his 
Customers  and  the  Public  in  general,  erected  a  Press  for  that  Pur- 
pose, by  which  means  he  will  be  enabled  to  execute  every  Piece  of 
Engraving  he  is  favour'd  with  in  a  neater,  more  expeditious,  and 
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reasonable  manner  than  heretofore  could  be  done,  the  Printing 
Branch  being  attended  with  great  Difficulty,  and  an  Expence 
rather  extravagant. 

[N.  Y.  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mercury,  Sept.  5,  1774.] 

William  Birchall  Tetley,  from  London,  Begs  leave  to  acquaint 
the  public,  that  he  has  taken  a  commodious  house  the  corner  of 
Beaver-Street,  and  facing  General  Haldimand's,  where  he  pro- 
poses printing 

Portraits, 

In  oil  or  in  miniature,  for  the  bracelet,  or  so  small  as  to  be  set  in  a 
ring.  Those  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  please  to  favour  him  with 
their  commands  may  depend  on  having  them  done  in  the  best 
manner,  and  with  the  greatest  expedition. 

Likewise  teaches  ladies  and  gentlemen  drawing  and  painting 
crayons,  or  in  water  colours,  at  home  or  abroad,  on  reasonable 
terms. 

[Rivington's  N.  Y.  Gazetteer,  Sept.  8,  1774.] 

Henry  Purcell,  Engraver,  Begs  leave  to  acquaint  his  friends  in 
particular,  and  the  Public  in  general,  that  he  has  opened  a  shop  in 
Broad-Way,  nearly  opposite  Mr.  Hull's  tavern,  where  he  carries 
on  the  engraving  business  in  its  different  branches,  and  hopes  he 
can  give  satisfaction  to  any  gentleman  that  may  be  pleased  to 
favour  him  with  their  commands,  as  they  may  depend  on  the 
greatest  care  and  dispatch. 

[Rivington's  N.  Y.  Gazetteer,  September  15,  1774.] 

This  day  is  published,  and  ready  to  be  delivered  to  the  sub- 
scribers, price  1 8s.  6d. 

Lieut.  Pierie's  Elegant  Print  of  the  Fall  of  Niagara.  To  be 
had  of  James  Rivington. 

[Rivington's  N.  Y.  Gazetteer,  Sept.  15,  1774.] 

Stone  Seals  neatly  engraved  by  William  Bateman,  from  Lon- 
don, at  the  House  of  Mr.  Hopkins,  Pilot,  in  Fair-Street,  New-York. 

Engraves  coats  of  arms,  crests,  cyphers,  figures,  heads  and 
fancies  in  the  neatest  manner,  and  on  the  most  reasonable  terms. 
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Gold  seals  made  in  the  newest  fashion,  arms  neatly  painted  on  vel- 
lum. 

N.  B.    Most  money  for  broken,  cracked,  or  foul  diamonds. 

[Rivington's  N.  Y.  Gazetteer,  Oct.  20,  1774.] 

Henry  Purcell,  Engraver,  Begs  leave  tb  acquaint  his  friends' in 
particular,  and  the  public  in  general,  that  he  has  removed  from 
Broad-Way  to  Dock-Street,  nearly  opposite  the  Old  Coffee-House, 
where  he  carries  on  the  Engraving  Business  in  its  different  branches 
with  the  greatest  care  and  dispatch,  viz.: 

Copper  plates  of  all  kinds  Gun  furniture 

Arms,  Crests,  Cyphers,  &c.  Harness  ditto 

on  plate  Cyphers,  &c.  on  whips 

Ditto  on  watches  Mourning  rings 

Ditto  on  seals  of  any  Metal  Door  plates 

Types  Dog  collars,  &c,  &c. 

Free  Masons'  medals. 
He  returns  his  most  hearty  thanks  to  those  Gentlemen  who 
have  been  so  kind  as  to  favour  him  with  their  custom,  and  hopes 
for  a  continuation  of  their  favours. 

N.  B.  Silversmiths  may  depend  on  having  their  work  executed 
at  the  shortest  notice. 

[N.  Y.  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mercury,  June  26,  1775.] 

On  Tuesday  the  6th  May  next,  at  12  o'clock,  will  be  sold  at 
public  vendue,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  Isaac  Low,  in  Dock-Street, 

The  fine  Old  Paintings,  Late  the  property  of  Mr.  Cornelius 
Low,  deceased. 

[N.  Y.  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mercury,  April  28,  1777.] 

The  fine  Old  Paintings,  Late  the  property  of  Mr.  Cornelius  Low, 
deceased,  that  were  to  have  been  sold  last  Tuesday,  at  the  house 
of  Mr.  Isaac  Low,  in  Dock-street,  will  be  sold  at  twelve  o'clock 
tomorrow,  at  the  house  of  Mr.  John  Taylor,  near  the  Fly-Market, 
where  Judge  Hicks  lately  lived,  and  where  the  paintings  may  be 
seen  in  the  meantime. 

[N.  Y.  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mercury,  May  12,  1777] 
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William  Rowand,  Portrait-Painter,  (Lately  from  Glasgow)  Pro- 
poses at  his  lodgings,  No.  59  Wall-Street,  if  encouragement  offers 
soon,  to  begin  painting  in  miniature,  the  weather  not  permitting 
painting  in  large,  longer,  and,  to  teach  gentlemen  and  ladies  the 
art  of  drawing.  At  his  lodgings,  now,  the  lovers  of  the  fine  arts, 
may  see  an  original  painting  in  oil,  by  himself  emblematic  of  the 

times'J|  Rivington's  New- York  Loyal  Gazette,  December  6,  1777. 

Engraving  Done  in  the  neatest  manner,  By  George  Smith, 
From  London,  At  Capt.  Smith's  in  Water-Street,  or  at  Mr.  Proc- 
tor's Watch-Maker,  opposite  the  Coffee-House  Bridge. 

Royal  Gazette,  January  10,  1778. 

John  Murray,  Engraver,  in  the  52d  regiment,  from  Edinburgh, 
takes  this  method  to  inform  the  Public,  That  he  engraves  all  man- 
ner of  silver  plate,  ornaments,  gold  and  silver  watch  cases,  cyphers 
upon  silver  and  steel  seals,  ladies'  visiting  and  company  cards,  mes- 
sage cards,  &c.  Coats  of  arms  upon  copper,  for  gentlemen's  books, 
office  seals,  officers  gorgets  and  sword-belt  plates,  neatly  engraved, 
and  the  above  John  Murray  promises  to  perform  his  work  by  the 
greatest  dispatch,  and  also  at  the  Old  Country  price. 

N.  B.  He  is  to  be  found  at  Mr.  M'Kenzie's,  Barrack-Master, 
Tryon  Row,  or  at  his  own  room  in  the  57  Regiment,  back  of  the 
Provost  or  at  the  Printer  hereof.        Royd  Gazette,  Feb.  21,  1778. 

Miniature  Profiles.  No.  20,  Golden-Hill,  opposite  the  sign  of 
the  Unicorn:  J.  Colles,  Having  had  the  honour  of  taking  off  the 
Profiles  of  many  of  the  Nobility  in  England  and  Ireland,  begs 
leave  to  inform  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  in  New  York,  that  he 
takes  the  most  Striking  Likeness  in  Miniature  Profile,  of  any  Size, 
at  so  low  a  price  as  Two  Dollars  each,  framed  and  glazed :  A  speci- 
men only  (which  may  be  seen  at  Hugh  Gaine's)  can  furnish  an  idea 
of  the  execution. 

Hours  of  attendance  from  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  4  in 
the  afternoon.     It  requires  only  a  moment's  fitting. 

N.  Y.  Gazette  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  November  9,  1778. 


30  T  H  E     N  E  W-Y  ORK     HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 

Any  Lady  or  Gentleman  desirous  of  employing  a  Limner  to 
draw  their  Pictures,  or  a  family-piece,  at  half,  three-quarters,  or 
whole  length,  whether  in  Crayons  or  Oil  Colours,  will  be  attended, 
On  leaving  their  address  at  Mr.  Joseph  Totten's,  merchant,  the 
corner  of  Beekman's  Street;  they  will,  if  required,  be  waited  on 
with  specimens  of  his  abilities. 

Royal  Gazette,  Sept.  26,  1778. 

William  Williams,  Portrait  Painter,  Acquaints  the  Ladies  and 
Gentlemen,  that  he  has  taken  a  room,  at  Mr.  Greswold's,  No.  163, 
Queen  Street,  next  door  to  Mr.  Joseph  Totten's,  where  he  carries 
on  the  business  of  Portrait  Painting  in  all  its  branches,  on  the 
most  reasonable  terms. 

Royal  Gazette,  March  6,  1779. 


James  Smither,  Engraver  and  Seal  Cutter,  Late  of  Philadel- 
phia, at  the  Golden-Head,  No.  923,  in  Water-Street,  near  the  Cof- 
fee-House,  and  next  door  but  one  to  Mr.  Nutter's,  where  he  en- 
graves in  the  most  elegant  manner  Coats  of  Arms,  Seals,  Maps, 
Copper  Plates,  and  all  other  kind  of  engraving. 

Royal  Gazette,  May  22,  1779. 

Striking  Likenesses  in  Miniature  Profile,  taken  by  John  Colles, 
almost  opposite  the  Coffee  House,  upstairs  at  Mr.  Lucas's,  having 
had  the  honour  of  taking  off  the  Profiles  of  many  of  the  Nobility 
in  England  and  Ireland,  begs  leave  to  inform  the  Ladies  and  Gen- 
tlemen in  New  York,  that  at  a  moment's  sitting  he  assures  a  strik- 
ing likeness;  a  specimen  only  can  furnish  an  idea  of  the  execution, 
the  price  of  the  likeness  framed  and  glazed  is  two  dollars. 

N.  B.  He  has  few  instruments  made  on  an  entire  new  plan, 
for  reducing  of  likenesses,  &c.  which  he  will  sell  at  Two  Guineas 
each,  with  which  he  will  instruct  the  purchaser  the  use  of  them, 
and  the  whole  art  of  reducing  figures  of  any  size;  he  will  have  in  a 
few  days  a  neat  assortment  of  pattern  patent  ribbons,  and  hand- 
kerchiefs, which  will  be  worth  the  attention  of  the  Ladies. 

Royal  Gazette,  May  10,  1780. 
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Mr.  John  Colles  having  fully  impowered  me  to  transact  his 
business  during  his  absence,  I  hereby  request  those  indebted  to 
him  to  call  and  make  payment,  and  those  that  have  demands 
against  him  to  make  them  known  to 

Wm.  Donaldson, 
No.  1091  Water  Street. 
Royal  Gazette,  Sept.  27,  1780. 

J.  Ramage,  Miniature  Painter,  Chapel  Street,  No.  17,*  begs 
leave  to  acquaint  his  friends  he  has  received  by  the  last  vessels 
from  England,  a  large  assortment  of  Ivory  Chrystals  and  Cases, 
with  every  other  thing  necessary  in  his  branch  of  business. 

Royal  Gazette,  October  18,  1780. 

*  Ramage  advertised  Nov.  15,  1780,  at  No.  yj  Chappel  St. 
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THE  OATH  OF  ABJURATION, 
1715-1716 

The  accession  of  George  I  of  the  House  of  Hanover  to  the  throne 
of  England  on  October  20,  1714,  and  the  end  of  the  reign  of  the 
House  of  Stuart  with  the  death  of  Queen  Anne  on  August  1,  1714, 
was  reflected  in  the  Colony  of  the  Province  of  New  York  by  an  act 
passed  on  July  5,  171 5,  by  the  General  Assembly  "for  Naturalizing 
all  Protestants  of  Foreign  Birth  now  Inhabiting  within  this  Colony/' 
The  act  provided  "That  every  Such  persons  now  alive  shall  within 
nine  Months  after  the  Publication  hereof,  take  the  Oaths  by  Law 
appointed  to  be  taken,  in  Stead  of  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Supremacy,  Subscribe  the  Test,  and  make,  repeat  and  Swear  to, 
and  Subscribe  the  abjuration  Oath,  in  any  of  his  Majesties  Courts  of 
Record  within  this  Colony"  .  .   . 

The  Abjuration  Oath  swore  allegiance  to  King  George  "Lawfull 
and  Rightfull  King"  as  against  all  claimants  to  the  Crown  in  the 
name  of  the  late  King  James.  The  original  parchment  inscribed 
with  this  oath  and  signed  by  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  persons 
of  foreign  birth  is  preserved  among  the  archives  of  this  Society 
and  a  transcript  of  it  is  here  printed  for  the  first  time.  It  is  dated 
from  July  12,  171 5,  to  April  3,  1716,  being  the  nine  months  allowed 
by  the  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  for  such  persons  to  sign  the 
oath  and  enjoy  the  same  privileges  of  freedom  as  natives.  These 
oaths  were  administered  in  the  Mayor's  Court  of  the  City  of  New 
York  and  the  names  of  the  persons  who  signed  this  original  document 
may  be  found  in  the  Minutes  of  that  Court,  in  the  County  Clerk's 
Office  of  this  City.  In  the  Mayor's  Court  Minutes  additional 
information  concerning  those  who  signed  the  parchment  is  given 
such  as  the  town  where  they  resided  and  their  occupation  or  trade. 
In  the  following  list  this  information  has  been  included  and  is 
indicated  by  the  words  in  brackets. 

RECORDS  of  the  Names  of  Persons  of  Forreign  Birth  who  are 
made  his  Majesties  Natural  Born  Subjects  Pursuant  to  the  Direc- 
tions of  an  Act  of  General  Assembly  of  this  Colony  made  in  the 
first  year  of  the  Reign  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  George  by  the  Grace 
of  God  King  of  Great  Brittain  France  and  Ireland  Defender  of  the 
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faith  &c.  Entitled  an  Act  Declareing  that  all  Persons  of  Forreign 
Birth  heretofore  Inhabiting  within  this  Colony  and  dying  seized  of 
any  Lands  Tenements  or  Hereditaments  shall  be  forever  hereafter 
Deemed  taken  and  Esteemed  to  have  been  Naturalized  And  for 
Naturalizing  all  Protestants  of  Forreign  Birth  now  Inhabiting  within 
this  Colony  taken  at  a  Court  of  Record  held  at  the  City  Hall 
of  the  City  of  New  York  before  the  Mayor  Recorder  and  Aldermen 
of  the  same  City  which  Persons  Respectively  hereafter  Named  and 
Subscribed  did  in  the  Court  of  Record  above  mentioned  take  the 
Oaths  by  Law  Appointed  to  be  taken  instead  of  the  Oaths  of 
Alleigance  &  Supremacy  Subscribe  the  Test  and  make  Repeat  and 
Swear  to  and  Subscribe  the  Abjuration  Oath  following  (viz*) 

I  A  B  do  truely  and  sincerely  Acknowledge  Profess  Testifie  and 
declare  in  my  Conscience  before  God  and  the  World  that  our 
Sovereign  Lord  King  George  is  Lawfull  and  Rightfull  King  of  this 
Realm  and  of  all  other  his  Majesties  Dominions  and  Countries 
thereunto  belonging  and  I  do  Solemnly  and  Sincerely  declare  that 
I  do  believe  in  my  Concience  that  the  Person  pretended  to  be  Prince 
of  Wales  dureing  the  Life  of  the  late  King  James  and  since  his 
decease  pretending  to  be  and  takeing  upon  himself  the  Stile  and 
Title  of  King  of  England  by  the  Name  of  James  the  third  hath  not 
any  Right  or  title  whatsoever  to  the  Crown  of  this  Realm  or  any 
other  the  Dominions  thereto  belonging  And  I  do  Renounce  Refuse 
and  Abjure  any  Alleigance  or  Obedience  to  him  and  I  do  Swear  that 
I  will  bear  faith  and  true  Alleigance  to  his  Majesty  King  George 
and  him  will  Defend  to  the  utmost  of  my  Power  against  all  Traiterous 
Conspiracies  and  Attempts  whatsoever  which  shall  be  made  against 
his  Person  Crown  or  Dignity  And  I  will  do  my  utmost  endeavour 
to  disclose  and  make  known  to  his  Majesty  and  his  Successors  all 
Treasons  and  Traiterous  Conspiracies  which  I  shall  know  against 
him  or  any  of  them.  And  I  do  faithfully  Promise  to  the  utmost  of 
my  Power  to  Support  maintain  and  Defend  the  Succession  of  the 
Crown  against  him  the  said  James  and  all  other  Persons  whatsoever 
as  the  Same  by  an  Act  Intitaled  an  Act  for  the  further  Limitation 
of  the  Crown  and  better  Secureing  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the 
Subject  is  and  stands  Limitted  to  the  Princess  Sophia  Electress 
and  Dutchess  Dowager  of  Hannover  and  the  heirs  of  her  Body 
being  Protestants  and  all  these  things  I  do  plainly  and  Sincerely 
Acknowledge  and  Swear  according  to  the  Express  words  by  me 
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Spoken  and  according  to  the  plain  and  Common  Sence  and  under- 
standing of  the  same  words  without  any  Equivocation  Mental 
Evasion  or  Secret  Reservation  whatsoever  and  I  do  make  this 
Recognition  Acknowledgment  Abjuration  Renunciation  and  Promise 
Heartilly  willingly  and  truely  upon  the  true  faith  of  a  Christian 
So  Help  Me  God. 


Time  When 

July  the  12th  171 5 

Jean  Garreau     Chirurgeon 
Evert  Duyckinck     Painter 
Daniel  Bontecou     Cooper 
Jacob   Marius   Groen     [Silver- 
smith] 
Jan  Kramer 

Jacob  Moene     Chirurgeon 
John  Conrad  Codwise     School- 
master 
Philip  Dernie     [Mariner] 
Antoni  Tivanni     [Wig-maker] 
John  Ebbert     Taylor 
Johann  Michael  Schutze     Tay- 
lor 

July  the  19th  171 5 

Isaac  Gouverneur     [Merchant] 
Johannes      Van      Hertsbergen 

[Merchant] 
Gualtherus  du  Bois     [Minister 

of  the  Dutch  Church] 
Octavo  Coenraats     [Merchant] 
Gerrit  Van  Ranst     [Painter] 
Guert  Roos     [Cordwainer] 
Gerret  Roos     [Baker] 
Abraham  Girard     [Sailmaker] 
Abrahm  Gouverneur,  Gent. 
John  Vezien     [Gardener] 


July  the  26th  171 5 

And[ries]  Maerschalck    [Bolter] 

Jacob  Boelen     [Silversmith] 

Joost  Lynsen     [Baker] 

Elie  Chardaveyne     [Victualler] 

Jan  Wiligas     [Turner] 

Paul  Pinaud     [Laborer] 

Isaac  Gamier     [Cordwainer] 

August  ye:  2d,  171 5 

Pierre       Bertain  [of  New 

Rochell,  Cooper] 

Jacob  Gerureau  [of  New  York, 
Currier] 

Stephen    Reneau  [of   New 

Rochell,  Boatman] 

Frederik  Devaux  [of  West- 
chester, Husbandman] 

Jacobus  Van  Varick  [of  New 
York,  Bolter] 

Ausust  16th  1715 

Jan   Tusse     [of  New   Rochell, 

yeoman] 
Charles     Fourestier     [of    New 

Rochell,  yeoman] 
John  Martin     [of  New  Rochell, 

Yeoman] 
Daniell  Samson     [of  the  Man- 

nor  of  Pelham,  Yeoman] 
Estienne     Guerrin       [of    New 

Rochell,  yeoman] 
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Peter  Dats     [of  New  Rochell, 

Yeoman] 
John  Morros     [of  New  Rochell, 

Yeoman] 
Isaac       Raymon        [of      New 

Rochell,  Yeoman] 
Gideon      Castang       [of     New 

York,  Rope-maker] 
Isaac  Quantein     [of  the  Man- 

nor  of  Pelham,  Yeoman] 
Daniel    Beau     [of  New   York, 

Mariner] 
Daniel      Lembert       [of     New 

Rochell,  Yeoman] 
Lewis  Guions     [of  Eastchester, 

Blacksmith] 

August  23d  1715 

Johannis     Outman     [of     New 

York,  Merchant] 
Daniel  De  Klerck     [of  Tappan, 

Yeoman] 
Pieter  Anient     [of  New  York, 

Cooper] 
Lambert    Smith     [of   Tappan, 

Yeoman] 
Jean     Crocheron     [of     Staten 

Island,  Yeoman] 
Jacobus    de    Klerck     [of  Tap- 
pan,  Yeoman] 
Jan  Van  Dalfsen     [of  Tappan, 

Weaver] 
Michael  Pfeffer     [of  New  York, 

Laborer] 

August  23d  1715 

Petter  Seyn     [of  Tappan,  Yeo- 
man] 
Johannes    Mots       [of  Tappan, 

Yeoman] 


Christian    Hartman     [of   New 

York,  Joiner] 
Denys      Dolhagen     [of     New 

York,  Victualler] 
Albert  Minneley     [of  Tappan, 

Yeoman] 

September  6th  1715 
Lewis  Guion 

September  27th  1715 

Henry   Colie     [of  New   York, 

Tailor] 
Bertram  Gideon  Vergereau     [of 

New  York] 
Daniel        Bonnet     [of       New 

Rochell,  Yeoman] 
Francis      Ganiar        [of     New 

Rochell,  Yeoman] 
John  Soullice     [of  New  York, 

Baker] 
Pieter  Jacobse     [of  New  York, 

Bricklayer] 
Jacobus  Goelet     [of  New  York, 

Bricklayer] 

October  ye:  4th  171 5 

[The  Reverend]  John  Fred[rick] 

Hager     [Palatine,  Minister] 
Joshua  Queraud    [of  New  York, 

Blacksmith] 
Jacob  Sharpe     [of  Kingsbury  in 

Dutchess  County,  Yeoman] 

October  ye:  18th  1715 

Cornelius       Flamin     [of   New 
York,  Baker] 

October  ye:  18th  1715 

Henry       Brugman     [of      New 
York,  Rope-maker] 
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October  25th  1715 

[The  Reverend  Mr.]  Justus 
Falckner,  Minister  of  ye 
Lutheran  Church 

October  25th  1715 

Isaac      Mercier  [of     New 

Rochell,  Gent.] 

November  Ist  1715 

Johan  Peter  Lawer  [of  Dut- 
chess County,  Yeoman] 

Johan  Mathias  Lawer  [Son  of 
Johan  Peter  Lawer] 

David  Rouset  [of  New  York, 
Leather  Dresser] 

November  8th  1715 

Johann  Marcus  King  [of  New 
York,  Printer] 

November  15th  1715 

Abram  Fearday  [of  New  York, 

Mariner] 
Paul    Miller     [of   New    York, 

Mariner] 
Johannes  Harberdinck   [of  New 

York,  Shoemaker] 
Rachel     Neufeile  [of  New 

Rochell,  Widow] 

November  22d  1715 

Nicholas]   Evertson     [of  New 

York,  Mariner] 
Cornelis     Woynat       [of    New 

York,  Boatman] 
Michael     Cramer       [of     New 

York,  Boatman] 

December  6th  1715 
John    Swere     [of   New    York, 
Joiner] 


December  13th  1715 

Peter  V[an]   Oblinis     [of  New 

York,  Yeoman] 
Leendert    Huygen    De    Kleyn 

[of  New  York,  Merchant] 
Pieter    Van    Ranst     [of    New 

York,  Sailmaker] 

January  10th  171 5 

Querinus   Nuytuber     [of  Phil- 

lipsburgh,  Yeoman] 
Hendrick   Gessiner     [of  West- 
chester County,  Yeoman] 
Oliver  Besly     [of  New  Rochell, 

Gent.] 
Henry  Bricard     [of  New  York, 

Merchant] 
Baruch  Judah    [of  New  York, 

Merchant] 
Rynier  Hous   [of  Phillipsburgh, 

Yeoman] 
Nicholas     Nuytuber     [Son     of 

Querinus  Nuytuber] 

February  14th  171 5 

William     Bogaert       [of     New 

York,  Turner] 
Matthias     Benter       [of    New 
York,   Cooper,   a   Boy   aged 
fourteen  years] 

February  21st  1715 

Jacob  Sickneer  [A  Boy  aged 
Eleven  years  and  a  half,  Son 
of  Apollonia  Sickneer] 

February  28th  171 5 

Judah  Monis     [of  New  York, 

Merchant] 
Abraham  Pinto     [of  New  York, 

Merchant] 
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Abraham     Pereira       [of    New 

York,  Tallow  Chandler] 
Simon  Moses     [of  New  York, 

Merchant] 
Godfried    Hanson      [of      Rye, 

Rope-maker] 
John    Rypell     [of  New   York, 

Baker] 
Johannes  Weesener     [of  Orange 

County,  Yeoman] 
Henry    Weesener     [of   Orange 

County,  Yeoman] 
Callman       Michael     [of    New 

York,  Merchant] 
Anthony    Holsaaert     [of   New 

Utrecht,  Shoemaker] 

March  ye:  6th  171 5 

Peter    St.    Gaudens     [of   New 

Rochell,  Yeoman] 
Daniel  Ravaud     [of  New  York, 

Weaver] 
Peter    Christiansen     [of    New 

York,  Boatman] 
Marie    Susanne    Thauvet     [of 

New  Rochell,  Widow] 
Thomas      Bayeux        [of    New 

York,  Merchant] 


Judith  Jamain  [of  New  York, 
Spinster] 

March  ye:  20th  171 5 

John   Cruger     [of  New  York, 

Merchant] 
John  Arnoldi     [of  New  York, 

Physician] 

March  ye:  27th  1716 

James     Flandreau       [of    New 

Rochell,  Yeoman] 
Henry     Pountenay     [of    New 

York,  Butcher] 
Ellick  Clarck     [of  New  York, 

Mariner] 

April  ye:  3d  1716 

Rachell  Wileman  [wife  of 
Henry  Wileman  of  New 
York,  Gent.] 

James  Bobin  [of  Bushwick  in 
Kings  County,  Yeoman] 

Adam  Wesner  [son  of  Johan- 
nes Wesner  or  Weesener  of 
Orange  County,  Yeoman] 

Peter Vonk  [of  Orange  County, 
Yeoman] 

Cornelius  Brugman  [of  New 
York,  Periwig-maker] 
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THE  NEW  INSTALLATION  OF  FIGURES  OF 
EGYPTIAN  GODS 

To  one  familiar  with  the  course  of  Egyptian  art  the  comparative 
infrequency  of  figures  of  deities  in  the  earlier  periods  is  an  insistent 
fact.  In  the  third  milennium  before  Christ  scenes  of  daily  life 
abounded  in  the  decoration  of  private  tombs,  but  divinities,  now  of 
gracious,  now  of  bizarre,  presence,  such  as  thronged  tomb-walls 
and  appeared  on  the  portable  objects  of  the  funerary  equipment 
fifteen  hundred  years  later,  were  at  this  time  wholly  absent.  Sculp- 
ture in  the  round  consisted  largely  of  portraits  of  royal  and  noble 
personages  and  of  their  servants.  Those  rare  early  representations 
of  gods  which  have  come  down  to  us  were  occasioned  principally  by 
one  theme,  the  protection  and  gifts  supposed  to  be  accorded  by  both 
major  and  minor  deities  to  the  king.  We  see  triads  in  high  relief 
of  the  Pharaoh  Mycerinus  (2800  b.  c.)  standing  between  the 
goddess  Hathor  and  a  figure  personifying  in  turn  the  different  nomes 
of  Egypt.  The  deities  clasp  the  king's  hand  or  put  an  arm  about 
his  shoulder  in  the  very  attitudes  used  in  Egyptian  art  to  express 
the  intimacy  and  affection  of  family  relationships.  On  the  walls 
of  the  funerary  temple  of  Neuserre  (2700  B.  c.)  the  king  was  repre- 
sented enthroned  and  the  divinities  stood  embracing  him  or  offering 
him  abundant  life  indicated  in  numerous  objects  in  the  form  of  the 
hieroglyph  meaning  "life."  In  reliefs  from  Sahure's  temple  (2730 
B.  c.)  we  find  the  gods  moving  in  stately  procession  in  the  direction 
of  the  king,  each  bearing  his  gifts  of  life  and  happiness  (was)  sym- 
bolized in  the  objects  he  carries.  The  political  domination  of  the 
monarch,  in  whom  the  resources  of  the  land  were  so  concentrated 
that  he  could  turn  them  to  the  construction  of  those  world-wonders 
the  "Great  Pyramids/'  was  echoed  in  the  state  religion.  In  the 
funerary  texts  of  this  early  period  the  king  was  a  mighty  being, 
the  peer  of  the  gods,  destined  to  ascend  to  heaven  to  rule  over  all 
the  gods.  Very  few,  indeed,  are  the  suggestions  of  submission  as  a 
mortal  before  divine  power  to  be  detected  either  in  pictorial1  or 
literary  data  from  this  early  age.     In  the  texts,  further,  as  in  the 


_  \  There  are,  to  be  sure,  scenes  in  which  the  king  brings  an  offering  to  the  god,  but  the 
spirit  in  them  is  reciprocal.  The  king  gives  the  god  something  and  in  the  accompanying 
legend  the  god  promises  comprehensive  benefits  to  the  king. 
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royal  funerary  reliefs,  the  king's  claim  to  life  was  reiterated  con- 
tinually: "Live,  thou  shalt  not  die."  "Have  ye  said  that  he 
would  die?     He  dies  not;  this  king  Pepi  lives  forever."1 

But  a  little  earlier  than  the  twentieth  century  before  Christ, 
other  ideas  became  discernible  in  texts  and  soon,  to  a  slight  extent, 
in  works  of  art,  and  these  culminated  in  the  markedly  different 
conceptions  prominent  during  the  Empire.  By  fifteen  hundred 
years  before  Christ,  when  the  variable  collection  of  incantations 
known  today  as  the  Book  of  the  Dead  had  taken  form,  the  deceased, 
whether  king  or  ordinary  mortal,  was  regarded  as  dependent  on  the 
grace  of  the  god  and  entitled  to  felicity  in  the  next  life  only  if  he 
had  lived  on  earth  in  accordance  with  the  will  of  the  god.2  From 
the  fourteenth  and  thirteenth  centuries  before  Christ  we  have 
glimpses  of  the  religious  feelings  of  the  working  class  as  expressed 
in  hymns  to  Amon  or  other  divinities;  in  these  extraordinary 
compositions  the  artisans  of  western  Thebes  emphasized  their  own 
unworthiness  and  extolled  the  god  as  the  merciful  comforter  and 
helper  of  the  humble  poor.  Now,  on  private  grave-stelae,  the 
deceased  was  represented  standing  or  kneeling,  with  hands  raised 
in  prayer  to  the  gods,  and  in  temple  reliefs,  side  by  side  with  the 
inherited  themes  of  the  gods  bestowing  gifts  on  the  king  and  the 
king  standing  to  receive  their  blessing,  as  he  offers  gifts  to 
them,  we  find  the  king  throwing  himself  on  the  ground  before  the 
enthroned  divinity.3  The  votive  offering  found  a  new  vogue  and 
often  took  the  form  of  a  statue  or  statuette  of  the  divinity  invoked. 
It  was,  however,  only  when  the  inner  religious  life  of  the  Egyptians 
had  developed  to  a  point  where  the  common  man  saw  in  the  god 
of  the  neighboring  temple  not  an  august  and  unapproachable,  but  a 
beneficent,  being  that  the  smaller,  inexpensive  statuettes  of  gods 
were  required  as  visible  tokens  of  his  piety  and  his  expectancy  of 
divine  help. 

Before  the  time  of  the  Egyptian  Empire  the  temples  had  been  in 
charge  of  a  lay  priesthood.  With  the  rise  of  a  professional  priestly 
class  and  a  great  increase  in  the  temple  properties,  as  the  land  grew 

1  l\r.  2201c  and  1477;   Breasted,  Religion  and  Thought  in  Ancient  Egypt,  p.  91. 

-  II.  Grapow,  Religiose  Urkunden  I,  Vorbemerkungen. 

3  I  he  earliest  instance  of  the  king  kneeling  when  presenting  offerings  which  has  come  to 
nn  notice  is  that  of  the  Cairo  statue  of  Sesostris  III  (ca.  1875  b.  c.)  See  Legrain,  Statues  et 
Statuettes  de  rois  et  de  particuliers,  No.  42013.  It  is  at  least  alluring  to  regard  this  motive  as  an 
innovation  in  an,  parallel  with  the  new  spirit  which  was  coming  into  religious  literature. 
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wealthy  from  foreign  conquests,  art  was  fostered  as  never  before, 
but  was  led  also  into  some  new  channels.  It  is  a  plausible  presump- 
tion that  the  ever-increasing  demand  for  illustrated  funerary  texts, 
amulets,  and  other  equipment,  designed  to  relieve  the  deceased 
from  the  consequences  of  sin  on  earth  and  to  protect  him  from 
dangers  fancied  to  be  lurking  at  every  turn  in  the  life  after  death, 
was  furthered  by  the  deliberate  purpose  of  the  priesthood  to  profit 
by  the  production  of  these  magical  aids  to  ultimate  happiness. 
The  gods  were  then  represented  on  every  hand.  Coffins,  tomb- 
walls,  papyri  were  decorated  not  only  with  figures  of  divinities 
long  revered,  whose  ancient  origin  is  revealed  by  the  earliest  texts, 
but  also  by  drawings  of  numerous  obscure  minor  demons  and 
genii,  some  of  whom  possibly  may  have  been  unfriendly  to  man, 
but  were  rendered  impotent  by  a  charm  accompanying  the  picture, 
"thou  shalt  not  put  thy  evil  upon  the  head  of  X"  (the  deceased),1 
or  the  like. 

From  the  foregoing  sketch  it  will  be  expected  that  the  New  York 
Historical  Society's  small  figures  of  Egyptian  gods,  which  have 
recently  been  placed  on  exhibition,  belong  in  the  later  periods  of 
Egyptian  history.  Not  one  antedates  the  Empire  (1500  B.  c.)  and 
the  large  majority  fall  within  the  last  one  thousand  years  before 
Christ;  a  few  may  be  as  late  as  the  Roman  period.  It  should  be 
possible  eventually  to  date  all  the  individual  pieces  quite  closely, 
on  grounds  of  artistic  style  and  the  evidence  of  their  inscriptions. 
Such  closer  results,  however,  can  only  be  worked  out  patiently  by 
comparison  with  related  material  elsewhere.  The  figures  assembled 
in  the  present  exhibition,  some  three  hundred  and  twenty  in  number, 
fill  two  floor-cases  in  the  Dexter  Hall  and  include  all  the  smaller 
pieces  in  the  Society's  possession  which  represent  the  gods  wholly  or 
partially  in  human  form.  The  figures  in  relief  sculpture  and 
painting  are  not,  of  course,  among  them  and  the  statuettes  of  animals 
more  or  less  closely  associated  with  Egyptian  gods  will  be  made 
ready  for  the  public  at  a  later  time.  It  is  possible  in  this  brief 
paper  only  to  suggest  the  many  inquiries  and  topics  of  interest  to 
which  such  a  collection  introduces  one. 

The  Egyptian  artist,  perhaps,  was  set  no  harder  task  than  to 
represent  the  gods.     According  to  primitive  thought  the  various 


1  Journal  of  Egyptian  Archeology,  Vol.  V  (191 8),  p.  29  §  i 
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local  gods  revealed  themselves  to  men  very  frequently  in  the  forms 
of  birds  or  animals  and  some  recognition  of  this  was  required  in 
their  embodiment  in  statues  or  wall  decorations.  But  the  com- 
bination of  human  and  animal  parts  or  of  entirely  human  form  with 
a  towering  head-dress  of  feathers  and  horns  (Fig.  i)  was  difficult 
to  convert  into  a  convincing  and  artistic  whole.  Moreover,  the 
poses  appropriate  to  divinities  were  especially  limited  in  number. 
The  Society's  array  of  statuettes  of  Egyptian  gods  illustrates  well 
the  varying  degrees  of  artistic  success  achieved.  Some  combinations 
of  human  body  and  animal  head  resulted  better  than  others,  in  the 
best  a  considerable  dignity  was  won,  and  many  figures  of  folk-gods 
with  ugly  hippopotamus,  or  dwarfed  and  crippled  human,  bodies 
were  saved  from  mediocrity  by  a  genial  humor  which  pervades 
them  (Figs.  4  and  6),  as  if  the  artist  delighted  in  their  ugliness. 
And  one  would  be  undiscerning  indeed  to  whom  the  poses  were 
merely  monotonous.  There  is  a  wide  difference  in  the  way  these 
figures  sit  on  their  thrones  or  stride  forward.  Take  two  statuettes 
of  Isis,  comparatively  ordinary  pieces,  and  note  the  comfortable 
mien  of  the  one,  and  the  rigid,  uncompromising  air  of  the  other.1 
Both  are  seated  and  are  represented  according  to  strict  canon  in 
the  frontal  position,  but  they  are  as  different  as  only  artists  keenly 
observant  of  life  could  make  them. 

From  the  written  documents  of  Egypt  we  gain  an  impression 
of  the  great  value  in  precious  materials  put  into  statues  and  stat- 
uettes of  the  gods  for  the  temples.  The  Harris  papyrus  enumerates 
for  the  Karnak  temple  alone,  in  the  twelfth  century  before  Christ, 
2756  "images,  statues,  and  figures"  of  the  god  Amon  of  "fine  gold 
and  silver,  real2  costly  stones,  black  copper,  copper,  lead  .  .  . 
cedar  ..."  and  for  the  temple  at  Heliopolis  fabulous  numbers  of 
figures  of  Nile-gods  of  gold,  silver,  real2  lapis  lazuli,  real2  malachite, 
green  felspar,  red  jasper,  bronze,"  etc.  Even  the  Egyptian  stat- 
uettes of  gods  which  have  survived  to  modern  times  present  con- 
siderable richness  and  variety  of  materials.  In  this  collection, 
bronze,  wood,  and  a  sandy  composition  covered  with  a  vitreous 

1 1  have  in  mind  a  figure  of  gray  stone  and  another  of  bronze  placed  side  by  side  at  the 
west  end  of  the  case  of  gods  of  the  Osirian  cycle. 

2  Possibly  to  distinguish  it  from  glass  imitations  in  which  the  Egyptians  of  the  Empire 
were  adept. 
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glaze,  commonly  called  faience,1  are  the  most  common  materials. 
The  bronze  is  of  varying  quality,  some  of  it  being  as  excellent  as 
any  produced  by  modern  methods.  Some  of  the  bronze  and  wooden 
figures  were  once  covered  with  gold,  but  on  only  the  wooden  figures 
is  this  at  all  well  preserved;  the  best  of  the  bronze  pieces  have 
details  of  eyes  or  collars  inlaid  with  gold,  silver,  or  electrum.  There 
is  a  small  gold  pendant  representing  the  god  Bes;  another  is  of 
electrum.  The  collection  includes  a  silver  statuette  of  Nefer-tem, 
a  silver  child  Horus,  and  a  larger,  lovely  figure  of  the  goddess 
Bast  made  mainly  of  silver  but  having  a  slight  admixture  of  copper 
to  cause  the  material  to  flow  better  in  the  casting.2  Various  pieces 
are  of  stone,  some  of  them  glazed;  the  most  Unusual  of  these  is  a 
tiny  Horus  child  of  hematite  veined  with  red  jasper,  which  was 
admired  long  ago  by  Prisse  d'Avennes  when  the  Abbott  Collection 
was  still  in  Cairo.  A  few  figures  are  of  glass  cast  in  molds,  but  three 
of  cobalt  blue  color  represent  the  beginnings  of  the  technique  of 
"cut  glass."  Some  ordinary  pieces  are  of  pottery,  some  are  of  a 
French-blue  paste,  or  frit,  and  one  rare  figure  of  the  god  Thoth  is 
exquisitely  carved  out  of  ivory.  Not  a  small  part  of  the  aesthetic 
value  of  these  statuettes  lies  in  the  coloring,  in  the  pleasing  warm 
browns  of  the  ancient  patina  on  the  bronzes,  restored  to  us  by  Mr. 
Hoffmann's  skillful  removal  of  the  overlying  incrustation,  and  in 
the  various  blues  and  greens  of  the  glazes,  with  here  and  there  a 
touch  of  creamy  white,  yellow,  or  red,  glaze  for  variety.  Inciden- 
tally it  may  be  remarked  that  the  figures  could  not  have  a  more 
favorable  lighting  than  in  the  Dexter  Hall  and  that  their  display 
in  floor-cases  has  the  advantage  of  enabling  one  to  view  them  at  all 
angles  and  to  appreciate  the  often  charming  modelling  of  the  backs, 
as  is  impossible  in  cases  set  against  a  wall. 

The  small  faience  statuettes  were  made  all  in  one  piece  and 
except  when  broken  or  discolored  look  much  as  they  have  always 
looked  (Figs.  4  and  6).  Not  so  the  bronzes,  which  were  put  together 
of  several  parts.  The  seated  bronze  figures  lack  their  thrones 
(Fig.   1)   and   are  exhibited  on  modern  mounts;    many  have  lost 

1  Also  "glazed  pottery,"  but  the  composition  contains  a  far  smaller  proportion  of  clay 
than  the  usual  pottery  vessel. 

2  This  Bast  was  included  among  the  bronze  statuettes  reproduced  in  Vol.  II  of  the  Quar- 
terly Bulletin  (p.  47,  Figs.  5  and  6).  The  coating  on  the  surface  due  to  the  presence  of 
copper  in  the  mixture  had  not  yet  been  completely  removed  and  its  appearance  was  deceptive 
until  fully  cleaned. 
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separately-made  attributes  once  held  in  their  hands,  parts  or  the 
whole  of  their  head-dresses,  and  their  pedestals.  The  missing 
thrones  and  pedestals  were  often,  although  not  always,  of  wood. 
Now  and  again,  in  a  collection,  a  bronze  is  preserved  with  all  its 
adjuncts  complete,  but  such  figures  are  exceptional.  The  Society's 
collection  gives  an  idea  of  the  appearance  of  such  accessories  in 
its  two  bronze  thrones  and  a  pedestal  which  are  without  their 
statuettes.  One  of  the  thrones,  pictured  a  few  months  ago,1  was 
intended,  as  the  inscription  proves,  for  a  figure  of  the  god  Harpoc- 
rates,  before  whom  the  small  human  worshipper  on  the  front  of  the 
base  was  kneeling.  The  separate  pedestal,  too,  is  of  bronze,  is 
rectangular  in  area,  fairly  high,  and  has  holes  in  the  top  for  the 
insertion  of  the  tangs  on  the  feet  of  a  figure  of  a  god  represented 
walking;  the  left  foot  as  usual  was  the  one  in  advance  and  the 
inscription  around  the  edge  of  the  pedestal  reveals  the  identity  of 
the  god,  namely  Amon-Re.  A  separate  "whip"  from  a  bronze 
statuette  which  must  have  been  nearly  two  feet  high,  gives  an  idea 
of  the  sumptuousness  of  larger  pieces;  the  handle  is  inlaid  with 
colored  pastes  and  the  part  to  which  the  pendants  are  attached 
has  engraved  designs  in  three  registers. 

We  may  ask  what  purpose  all  these  figures  served  originally. 
Reference  has  been  made  to  the  votive  statuette.  Many  of  the 
larger  pieces,  especially  of  the  bronzes,  were  votive  figures;  some 
bear  dedicatory  inscriptions,  among  them  a  large  Isis;  running 
around  the  edge  of  the  base  on  which  her  feet  rest  are  the  words: 
"May  Isis  the  Great,  Mother  of  the  God,  protect  Nefer-kaii-Ptah!" 
Most  of  the  smaller  figures  provided  with  eyelets  or  perforations 
are  amulets  once  worn  on  the  persons  of  the  living  or  the  dead. 
But  the  line  between  votive  statuette  and  amulet  cannot  be  arbitra- 
rily fixed  on  the  basis  of  size  and  the  absence  or  presence  of  a  means 
of  suspension.  Some  surprisingly  large  figures  of  gods  were  worn 
about  the  neck  and  some  votive  offerings  were  hung  up.  In  an  earlier 
;n  tick'2  the  figures  used  as  receptacles  for  papyri  or  for  small  mum- 
mies were  discussed.  Just  why  these  receptacles  should  have  taken 
the  form  of  a  statuette  of  a  divinity,  usually  Osiris,  or  why  small 
mummies  or  mummied  parts  of  larger  creatures  should  have  been 
deposited  in  such  unusual  manner  has  never  been  explained.     These 

1  Quarterly  Bulletin,  Vol.  II,  p.  49,  Fig.  2. 
"Quarterly  Bulletin,  Vol.  II,  No.  3. 
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three  classes,  the  votive  statuettes,  the  amulets,  and  the  receptacles 
probably  embrace  the  great  mass  of  the  gods'  figures  now  placed  on 
exhibition,  but  there  are  surely  a  few  figures  to  be  otherwise  classified. 
Especially  interesting  is  the  possibility  that  some  statuettes  were 
once  parts  of  pieces  of  temple  apparatus.  Wall  decorations  in  the 
temples  picture  the  cult  barks  and  other  objects  used  in  the  ritualistic 
ceremonies  as  often  having  attachments  in  the  form  of  king's  or 
god's  figures.  It  is  possible,  then,  that  the  Soul  of  Pe  with  its 
curious  cut-out  base  may  be  such  a  figure,  rather  than  a  votive 
offering.1  The  heads  of  the  family  triad,  Osiris,  Isis,  and  Horus,  of 
Figs.  2  and  3  clearly  form  a  terminal  ornament  from  some  piece 
designed  to  be  suspended.  A  small  bronze  of  Ptah  has  two  eyelets, 
one  at  the  side  of  the  base,  one  on  the  back  of  the  figure,  adapting 
it  for  use  as  a  hasp,  and  there  are  several  ends  of  staves  of  the  style 
used  in  temple  processions  (Fig.  5),  although  probably  too  small 
for  such  actual  use,  and  therefore  perhaps  only  votive  offerings  not 
designed  for  cult  purposes.  A  few  amulets  especially  those  of  the 
precious  metals — gold  and  silver — -may  once  have  been  parts  of 
articles  of  personal  adornment  such  as  necklets.  One  vase  is  in- 
cluded in  the  exhibition;  it  has  the  form  of  a  seated  figure  of  the 
god  Bes,  whose  body  is  hollow  and  whose  head-dress  serves  as 
the  mouth  of  the  vase,  while  some  of  the  wooden  Bes-figures  are 
mirror-handles  or  parts  of  pieces  of  furniture. 

The  records  which  Dr.  Abbott  left  name  the  site  from  which 
some  of  the  pieces  were  derived,  but  give  nothing  of  the  circum- 
stances of  finding.  A  similar  condition  prevails  with  a  large  part  of 
the  extant  statuettes  of  gods.  Such  figures  have  only  rarely 
been  found  just  where  they  were  placed  originally,  as  tombs 
were  rifled  even  in  antiquity  and  town  and  temple  sites  much 
disturbed,  yet,  here  and  there,  scattered  through  the  literature  of 
excavations,  are  statements  which  will  make  a  valuable  record  when 
once  gathered  together.  It  would  appear  that  only  the  receptacles 
and  the  funerary  amulets  in  the  form  of  gods,  which  were  much 
in  favor  from  the  XXIInd  Dynasty  (945  b.  c.)  on,  are  from  tombs 
of  human  beings.  For  at  least  one  eminent  excavator  of  long  experi- 
ence does  not  recall  that  bronze  statuettes  of  gods  have  ever  been 


1  Quarterly  Bulletin,  Vol.  IT,  p.  44,  Figs,  i  and  2. 
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found  in  the  tombs  of  men.1  Bronze  statuettes  of  Nefer-tem  for 
some  reason  were  placed  in  great  quantity  in  the  cat-cemetery  at 
Bubastis,  where  this  god  was  regarded  as  the  son  of  Bast,  and 
other  gods'  figures  were  found  in  a  cemetery  of  animals  at  Dendereh. 
Votive  figures,  as  was  to  be  expected,  have  been  recovered  from 
temples,  from  household  shrines,  and  even  from  dealers'  stocks.1 
A  strange  practice  was  that  of  secreting  in  a  wall  symbols  or  figures 
of  gods.  From  the  twentieth  century  before  Christ  a  symbol  of 
Anubis,  enclosed  in  a  wooden  shrine  and  placed  in  a  small  chamber 
within  a  mud-brick  wall,  was  found  in  the  Metropolitan  Museum's 
excavations.  Again,  from  a  late  period,  an  undisturbed  compart- 
ment in  a  brick  wall  was  uncovered  at  Memphis,  containing  ten 
bronzes  of  the  child-god  Horus  and  one  of  Imhotep,  each  separately 
wrapped  in  linen.  According  to  the  discoverer's  belief  these  last- 
mentioned  statuettes  were  immured  for  the  conservation  or  protec- 
tion of  the  building. 

The  deities  included  in  the  Society's  collection  of  statuettes  are 
representative  of  the  Egyptian  pantheon,  although  they  do  not 
make  the  slightest  approach  to  exhausting  it.  It  is  instructive  that 
the  figures  of  the  chief  divinities  of  the  Osirian  cycle — Osiris,  his  wife 
Isis,  their  sister  Nephthys,  and  their  child  Horus — fully  occupy  one 
of  the  two  cases.  Osiris,  originally  a  god  of  the  Nile  and  of  vegeta- 
tion, by  the  Middle  Period  of  Egyptian  history  (2000  B.C.),  attained  to 
great  prominence  as  ruler  of  the  "glorious  "  dead.  The  deceased  Egyp- 
tian, man  or  woman,  was  identified  with  him  and  called  in  funerary 
texts  "the  Osiris,  X."  But  the  popularity  of  these  statuettes  was 
due,  more  than  anything  else,  to  the  idealization  of  family  relations 
in  the  Osirian  myth.  Isis  was  a  pattern  of  the  devoted  wife, 
Horus  of  filial  love,  and  figures  of  Isis  caring  for  the  infant  Horus 
made  the  same  strong  human  appeal  as  did  later,  in  European  art, 
the  paintings  and  statues  of  the  Madonna  and  Child.  In  the 
remaining  floor-case  are  to  be  seen  figures  of  others  of  the  major 
gods,  Amon-Re,  Mut,  and  Khons,  forming  the  Theban  triad,  Ptah, 
Sekhmet,  and  their  child  Nefer-tem,  the  family  group  honored  at 
Memphis.  Hathor,  a  prominent  goddess  worshipped  in  many 
places,  is  represented  by  an  exceptionally  beautiful  bronze  statuette,2 


1  Communication  by  Utter  from  Professor  W.  M.  Flinders  Petrie. 
-  Qi  \kti  ki  v  Buj  letin,  Vol.  II,  p.  47,  Fig.  3. 
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as  well  as  by  an  interesting  seated  one  of  faience,  and  a  number  of 
different  conceptions  of  Bast,  are  included  in  the  Society's  figures.1 
Thoth,  god  of  learning,  Khnum,  Harmachis,  Neit  of  Sais  are  there; 
one  personified  abstraction,  Maat,  goddess  of  righteousness,  occurs 
in  several  examples  (one  in  Fig.  5),  while  among  the  rarer  pieces  are 
Satis,  goddess  of  the  cataracts  of  the  Nile,  and  Neferhotep,  a  form 
of  Khons.  The  folk-gods  Bes  (Fig.  4),  Thueris,  Imhotep,  Shu, 
and  the  Pataikoi,  who  according  to  Herodotus  were  children  of 
the  Memphite  Ptah,  all  are  well  illustrated.  The  Soul  of  Pe  is  an 
example  of  a  demi-god  and  some  weird  combinations  of  animal, 
bird,  and  human  parts  are  of  the  lower  orders  of  divinities  akin  to 
those  demons  and  genii  found  in  the  vignettes  of  the  funerary 
papyri.  Where  several  gods  are  united  into  one,  it  may  be  that 
the  protection  of  all  of  them  was  thus  secured  for  the  fortunate 
possessor  of  the  composite  figure. 

A  consideration  of  the  elements  entering  into  the  Egyptian's 
visualization  of  his  gods  must  be  deferred  until  another  number  of 
the  Quarterly  Bulletin. 

Caroline  Ransom  Williams. 


1  For  two  of  them  see  op.  cit.  p.  47,  Figs.  4-6. 
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EXHIBITION  OF  SONG  BALLADS 

Over  five  hundred  ballads  of  the  War  of  1861-1865  and  songs  once 
popular  in  New  York  were  selected  from  the  Society's  large  collec- 
tion of  ballads  and  placed  on  exhibition  in  the  Portrait  Room  during 
April,  May  and  June.  These  little  song  sheets  are  familiar  to  old 
New  Yorkers  who  know  them  as  the  "Penny  Ballads,"  they  having 
been  sold  for  a  penny  many  years  ago  on  the  streets  of  the  city. 
The  railing  once  around  the  City  Hall  Park  was  bedecked  with 
these  sheets  hung  to  a  string  where  they  were  for  sale.  Beside  war 
songs  nearly  every  event  of  local  interest  was  portrayed  in  a  ballad 
which  was  sure  to  make  its  appearance  immediately  after  any 
happening.  Therefore,  these  song  sheets  tell  us  of  riots,  prize 
fights,  executions,  elopements,  which  stirred  New  York  as  well  as 
idolizing  the  heroes  of  the  Civil  War  and  the  Regiments  which 
participated  in  various  battles.  Popular  songs  then  as  now  had 
their  parodies  such  as  "The  Last  Rose  of  Summer"  and  "The  Last 
Potato."  All  these  made  an  interesting  exhibition  of  the  Songs  of 
Old  New  York. 


FLAGS,  ARMS  AND  TROPHIES  OF  1745-1898 

In  the  Assembly  Hall,  an  exhibition  of  the  Flags,  Arms  and 
Trophies  owned  by  the  Society  has  been  opened  to  remain  until 
November.     Following  is  a  list  of  the  objects  on  view. 

Flag,  carried  at  the  Siege  of  Louisburg,  1745  Expedition  under 
Sir  William  Pepperell. 

Cannon  of  the  French  and  Indian  War  Period,  1755-1757?  which 
stood  on  the  north  east  corner  of  Pearl  and  Pine  Streets,  N.  Y.,  as  a 
curb  post  until  191 1. 

An  early  Silver  Mounted  Flint  Lock  Pistol,  from  the  De  Peyster 

Estate. 

Sword  used  by  Thomas  De  Kay,  Colonel  of  the  Orange  County 
Militia,  1757. 

Sword  used  by  General  Henry  Dearborn,  marked  "1755." 
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Five  Powder  Horns,  used  during  the  French  and  Indian  War,  and 
one  small  Powder  Horn  for  flash  pan  or  pistol. 

Flag  of  the  American  Army  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

Revolutionary  Bar  Shot  excavated  on  the  Dyckman  Farm, 
N.  Y.  City,  204th  Street. 

Three  Revolutionary  Muskets;  Gun  used  by  Rufus  King,  one 
found  in  the  attic  of  the  old  Walton  House  in  Pearl  Street,  one 
unknown. 

Uniform  Dress  Coat  with  Order  of  the  Cincinnati,  and  Military 
Sash,  worn  by  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ebenezer  Stevens,  2nd  Con- 
tinental Artillery,  War  of  the  Revolution. 

Cannon  Ball  found  at  Front  Street  and  Old  Slip  while  excavating 
for  the  tunnel  under  the  East  River,  November,  1916. 

Cannon  Shot  found  in  the  Old  Fort  at  Fort  Washington  Park, 
New  York  City,  June  18,  1909. 

English  Penny,  brass  shell  and  three  solid  shots  excavated  in 
Battery  Park  in  connection  with  the  work  on  a  section  of  the  new 
dual  system  of  the  City  owned  subways. 

Sword  used  by  General  Horatio  Gates,  gold  medal  presented  to 
General  Gates  by  Congress  for  the  Victory  at  Saratoga,  1777,  also 
Wedding  Ring  and  his  sleeve-link  buttons. 

Sword  said  to  have  been  surrendered  by  General  John  Burgoyne 
to  General  Horatio  Gates  of  Saratoga,  October  17,  1777. 

Case  of  Pistols,  used  by  Rufus  King  of  New  York. 

Silver  Mounted  Highlander  Pistol,  ploughed  up  at  Fort  Washing- 
ton, New  York  City,  1845,  presumably  carried  by  Captain  William 
Montgomery,  with  Eglinton  Crest  on  grip  of  Pistol  and  on  reverse 
side  the  Monogram  "A.  M." 

British  Regimental  Officers'  Buttons,  mostly  from  Camps  at 
Washington  Heights,  New  York  City,  War  of  Revolution.  W.  L. 
Calver  Collection. 

British  Regimental  Private  Soldiers'  Buttons,  mostly  from  Camps 
in  Washington  Heights.     W.  L.  Calver  Collection. 

American  Army  Buttons,  War  of  Revolution,  mostly  from  Camps 
in  the  Hudson  Highlands.     W.  L.  Calver  Collection. 

Epaulet  presented  to  Captain  Samuel  Craig  of  the  1st  Regiment, 
Pennsylvania  Line,  1777-1781,  by  General  Lafayette  for  dis- 
tinguished services  in  the  Battle  of  Brandywine,  September  1, 
1777- 
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British  Army  Regimental  numbered  Buttons  of  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  from  Camp  Sites  in  and  around  New  York.  W.  L. 
Calver  Collection. 

Military  Badges  and  Belt  Plates,  British  Army,  War  of  the 
Revolution,  from  various  Camp  Sites  on  Washington  Heights,  also 
lead  seals  used  on  packages  of  cloth  and  linen.  W.  L.  Calver 
Collection. 

Cannon  Ball  found  during  excavation  for  foundation  of  new 
hospital  building  on  the  reservation  of  the  U.  S.  Naval  Hospital, 
Brooklyn,  New  York,  November  8,  191 8. 

A  Tomahawk  Pipe  formerly  belonging  to  "  Red  Jacket." 

Hessian  canteen,  cup,  pewter  spoons,  fragments  of  18th  century 
glass,  two  rum  bottles,  ice  creepers,  broiler,  iron  snuff  box,  pins, 
buttons,  tiny  heart-shaped  memorial  brooch,  bar  shot,  musket 
bullets,  tent  pin,  caltrop,  camp  axe,  bronze  badge,  cross  belt  plate, 
etc.,  found  at  the  upper  end  of  Manhattan  Island  by  excavating 
the  hut  sites  of  the  British  Army,  the  work  of  the  Field  Exploration 
Committee  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society. 

Shell  Bullet  for  carrying  secret  messages,  found  by  Mr.  Thomas 
Muir,  June,  1890,  on  the  north  end  of  Clay  Island,  Lake  George, 
along  the  line  of  Breastworks  of  Green  Island,  one  foot  under  low 
water  mark. 

Two  keys  of  the  old  Debtors  Prison,  erected  before  the  Revolution 
and  during  the  occupation  of  New  York  by  the  British,  1776-1783, 
used  as  jail  for  confinement  of  American  prisoners.  The  building 
stood  in  the  Commons,  present  City  Hall  Park,  but  was  removed 
at  the  commencement  of  the  building  of  the  present  subway. 

Camp  bedstead  used  by  General  George  Washington  during  the 
Revolutionary  War. 

Lock  from  the  door  of  the  room  in  which  Major  Andre  was  con- 
fined previous  to  his  execution  at  Tappan,  New  York,  1780. 

Three  War  of  181 2  Flint  Lock  Guns — one  marked  "Manufactured 
at  Sutton,  Mass.,  181 1." 

Officer's  Sword,  181 2. 

Three  Swords  worn  by  Commodore  John  H.  Graham,  War  of  181 2. 

Sword  presented  to  Commodore  John  T.  Newton,  by  the  City 
of  New  York   18 17. 

American  Army  Buttons  mostly  from  sites  on  the  Niagara 
Frontier,  War  of  1 8 1 2.     W.  L.  Calver  Collection. 
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Tin  Dressing  Box  used  bv  Lieut.  Jonathan  Church  during  the 
War  of  1812. 

Model  of  a  Frigate  constructed  from  beef  bones  by  American 
Naval  Prisoners  confined  in  Dartmoor  Prison,  England,  during  the 
War  of  1812. 

Uniform  Coat  and  Plume  worn  by  Corporal  George  A.  Ward, 
Lafayette  Guards,  July  4,  1825,  with  Roster  of  the  Company. 

Flag  of  the  American  Party  (No  Nothing  Party)  carried  in  the 
Native  American  Procession,  1844. 

Double  Barrel  Percussion  Lock  Pistol. 

Flint  Lock  Pistol  made  in  1837. 

Dueling  Pistols  owned  by  Thomas  J.  Bryan,  period  of  1850. 

Two  pistols  made  about  1845. 

Cannon  used  in  the  WTar  of  1861-1865. 

Confederate  Torpedo  captured  in  Hampton  Roads  in  the  War  of 
1 861-1865. 

Part  of  tree  with  cannon  ball  imbedded,  War  of  1861-1865. 

Torpedo  of  the  War  of  1861-1865. 

Confederate  Torpedo  from  Roanoke,  Va.,  War  of  1 861-1865. 

Torpedo  from  Captain  L.  Paulding's  U.S.  gun-boat  St.  Louis, 
War  of  1861-1865. 

Flagstaff  of  Fort  Sumter,  War  of  1 861-1865. 

Palmetto  Flag  used  by  the  Confederates  during  Attack  on  Fort 
Sumter,  1861. 

First  Union  Flag  raised  over  Charleston,  S.  C,  by  General  Schim- 
melfennig,  February  18,  1865. 

Flag  of  the  U.  S.  Army  Transport  "Brewster"  Expedition  up  the 
James  River,  May,  1864. 

Three  Revolvers  captured  in  the  Confederate  Steamer  "Florida." 

Model  of  a  Pontoon  Bridge  and  Train  made  by  the  15th  Regiment 
New  York  Volunteer  Engineers,  War  of  1 861-1865. 

Flag  presented  to  the  12th  Regiment,  N.  Y.  Cavalry,  War  of 
1 861-1865  by  the  City  of  New  York. 

Two  flags  carried  by  the  38th  Regiment,  New  York  State  \  olun- 
teers,  War  of  1 861-1865. 

Battle  Flag  of  the  1st  New  York  Dragoons,  War  of  1 861-1865, 
commanded  by  Col.  Alfred  Gibbs,  inscribed  with  its  record  of 
forty-six  battles  and  engagements  and  its  record  of  captures  and 
trophies. 
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Six  muskets  used  in  the  War  of  1861-1865;  two  used  in  the  Battle 
of  Williamsburg,  Va.,  one  bearing  the  inscription:  "Presented  by 
Ex.-Capt.  H.  Meyerholz, "  one  captured  at  the  taking  of  Fort 
Pulaski,  Ga.,  April  11,  1862  by  General  Henry  W.  Benham,  and  two 
unidentified. 

Flag  of  the  United  States,  1863. 

Campaign  Flag,  Presidential  Election,  George  H.  Pendleton  for 
Vice  President,  1864. 

Army  and  Navy  Swords  used  in  the  War  of  1 861-1865,  by  Peter 
M.  Ryerson,  Jr.,  1st  Lieutenant  13  th  Regiment,  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers; David  Austin  Ryerson,  Captain  Company  C.  13th  Regiment, 
New  Jersey  Volunteers;  by  Peter  M.  Ryerson,  Sr.,  of  the  New 
York  City  Militia  1 820-1 825  and  when  he  served  in  the  War  of 
1861-1865  as  Captain  of  the  8th  Regiment  New  Jersey  Volunteers; 
Henry  O'Reilly,  Battle  of  Williamsburg,  Va.;  M.  D.  Butterfieid; 
and  two  swords  captured  in  the  Confederate  Steamer  "Florida." 

U.  S.  Navy  Cutlas  saved  from  U.  S.  Frigate  "Cumberland" 
when  she  was  destroyed  by  the  Steamer  "Merrimac"  in  Hampton 
Roads,  Va.,  on  March  8,  1862. 

Cannon  shot  of  the  War  of  1861-1865. 

Part  of  a  tree  from  the  Battle-field  of  Chickamauga,  Tenn.,  with 
pieces  of  shell  imbeded. 

Original  Model  of  the  Iron  Battery  "Monitor"  built  by  Thomas 
F.  Rowland. 

Draft  wheel  used  July  13,  1863,  with  names  of  residents  in  the  7th 
Congressional  District,  New  York,  comprising  the  nth  and  17th 
Wards. 

The  original  draft  call  for  New  York  troops,  July  9,  1863,  signed 
by  Abraham  Lincoln. 

Two  swords,  sash,  spurs,  pistol,  and  three  medals  of  Major  Philip 
Schuyler,  who  served  in  the  War  of  1861-1865. 

Confederate  Belt  and  Knife  found  on  the  Battle-field  of  Gettys- 
burg. 

Shell  from  the  Battle-field  of  Bull  Run,  July  21,  1861. 

Bronze  Powder  Horn  belonging  to  John  Brown,  found  at  Harpers 
Ferry. 

Percussion  Shell  from  the  Battle-field  of  Bull  Run. 

Confederate  Canteen  of  the  4th  Regiment,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Volunteers,  from  the  Battle-field  of  Bull  Run. 
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Silk  Boat  (Gig)  Pennant,  used  by  Admiral  Stephen  D.  Trenchard 
on  official  calls. 

Sword  used  by  Admiral  Stephen  Decatur  Trenchard,  worn  during 
the  period,  1838-1862. 

Full  dress  Epaulets  and  six  shoulder  straps  worn  by  Lieutenant 
John  A.  Sniffen,  6th  Company,  Seventh  Regiment,  in  1861. 

Flag  presented  to  C  Co.  of  the  135th  Reg't  N.  Y.  S.  V.  by  the 
Friends  and  Ladies  of  West  Farms,  Westchester  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Sept.  1 862. 

Flag  displayed  from  the  Apartments  of  Mr.  John  Austin  Stevens, 
No.  4  Rue  Gluck,  Paris,  France,  during  the  Franco-Prussian  War, 
1 870-1 87 1. 

Part  of  the  Bowsprit  of  I.  L.  Lay's  Torpedo  Boat  sent  out  Novem- 
ber 28,  1872,  propelled  by  carbonic  acid  gas,  controlled  and  steered 
from  shore  nearly  two  miles,  by  means  of  electricity. 

Two  small  shells  of  the  Spanish  American  War. 

Empty  shell  case  of  Cartridge  fired  from  Admiral  E.  S.  Schley's 
Flagship  "Brooklyn"  against  Admiral  Cervera's  Flagship  "Maria 
Teresa"  off  Santiago,  Cuba,  July  3,  1898. 

Mounted  Gun  from  one  of  the  Spanish  Fleet  sunk  at  Manila  in 
1898. 

Piece  of  the  steam  pipe  of  the  Battle  Ship  "Maine"  sunk  in 
Havana  Harbor,  Cuba,  May  15,  1898. 

Lantern  used  in  the  Harbor  at  Santiago,  Cuba,  before  light- 
houses were  established. 

Shell  taken  from  the  Fort  at  Santiago. 

Rapid-fire  gun  from  the  Spanish  Man-o'-War  "Viscea,"  which 
was  sunk  four  miles  south  of  the  entrance  to  Santiago. 

Two  shells  taken  from  the  Spanish  Man-o'-War  "Piuton"  which 
was  sunk  at  the  entrance  to  the  harbor. 

Spanish  Officer's  sword. 

Cuban  machette  used  by  a  Cuban  Volunteer  in  the  Spanish  Army. 

Two  Mauser  rifles  found  in  the  last  trenches  on  San  Juan  Hill. 

Cavalry  Mauser  which  was  found  on  San  Juan  Hill. 

Two  pouches  used  in  the  Spanish  American  War. 

Two  Spanish  flags  of  the  Spanish  American  War. 
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NOTES 

The  Daughters  of  the  Cincinnati  held  a  Patriotic  Meeting  in  the 
Assembly  Hall  of  the  Society  on  April  II,  1919,  which  was  largely 
attended. 

A  Portrait  of  Robert  Murray,  formerly  a  U.  S.  Marshal  of  this 
City,  painted  by  Rufus  Wright  in  1861  and  his  commission  as 
Marshal,  signed  by  Abraham  Lincoln,  were  presented  by  his  grand- 
son, Robert  Murray  Brown. 

A  Glass  Globe  Ballot  Box  enclosed  in  iron,  used  in  New  York  City 
Elections,  prior  to  1870,  was  presented  by  George  Hamilton  Dean. 

Capt.   Lawrence  Timpson   presented   to  the  Library   a   file  of 

Niles  Weekly  Register,  1811-1825,  The  Museum  of  Foreign  Literature 
and  Science,  1 822-1 824,  Analectic  Magazine,  1813-1817,  Literary 
Magazine  and  British  Review,  1 788-1 793  and  three  framed  engrav- 
ings "The  First  Prayer  in  Congress"  "Washington  delivering  his 
Farewell  Address"  and  "General  Marion  in  his  swamp  encampment 
inviting  a  British  Officer  to  dinner." 


Necrology 

Frederic  Augustus  Schermerhorn,  Patron  by  Succession  since 
1905,  died  March  20th,  1919,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age. 

Calvin  Sloane  May,  M.  D.,  Member  since  1907,  died  April  26th, 
1919,  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 

Woodbury  Gersdorf  Langdon,  a  Life  Member  since  1878,  died 
April  20th,  1919,  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 

Charles  Henry  Tenny,  Member  since  1903,  died  April  27th,  1919, 
in  the  JJth  year  of  his  age. 

General  Asa  Bird  Gardiner,  Member  since  1871,  died  May  28th 
1919,  at  Suffern,  N.  Y.,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

Charles  Isham,  a  Life  Member  since  1885,  and  Librarian  of  the 
Society  1 888-1 892,  a  Member  of  the  Executive  Committee  1888- 
1902,  died  June  9,  1919,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 
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Members  Elected 

Francis  M.  Bacon,  Jr.  Mrs.  Rufus  King 

Mrs.  Francis  C.  Bishop  Henry  Parish 

Mrs.  Lansdale  Boardman  Mrs.  Charles  H.  Sabin 

Mrs.  Columbus  O'D.  Iselin  Ernest  Knight  Satterlee 

Miss  Magaret  A.  Jackson  H.  A.  Hammond  Smith 

DeWitt  Clinton  Jones  Lawrence  Timpson 

Rufus  King  William  Turnbull 


EARLIEST  MENTION  OF   PORTRAIT  PAINTING  IN 
THE  COLONY  OF  NEW  YORK 

Friday,  June  12,  1663,  at  the  City  Hall  present  Messrs.  Marten 
Cregier,  Olof  Stevenzen  van  Cortlant  and  the  Officer  Pieter  Tonne- 
man. 

The  wife  of  Hendrick  Coutrie  appearing,  she  is  told,  the  Burgo- 
masters had  learned,  that  she  sold  in  retail;  therefore  she  is  bound 
to  purchase  the  Burgherright.  She  answers,  it  was  given  to  her 
husband  by  the  Director  General:  asked,  whether  she  had  not 
given  something  for  it  to  the  General,  she  says,  her  husband  has 
painted  the  portrait  of  his  Honour  and  drawn  pictures  of  his  sons. 

[From  "Minutes  of  the  Orphanmasters  Court  of  New  Amsterdam 
1655— 1663  Minutes  of  the  Executive  Board  of  the  Burgomasters  of 
New  Amsterdam."  .  .  .  By  Berthold  Fernow,  New  York,  1907, 
pp.  176-177.J 

The  New  York  Historical  Society  owns  the  original  portrait  of 
Governor  Peter  Stuyvesant  which  has  come  into  its  possession  from 
the  Stuyvesant  family.  The  artist  who  painted  the  portrait  is 
unknown  and  it  may  be  that  the  portrait  painted  by  Hendrick 
Coutrie,  mentioned  above,  is  the  one  now  in  the  Society's  rooms, 
Coutrie  is  otherwise  unknown  as  an  artist  and  no  other  portrait  of 
the  Governor  is  recorded. 
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NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 

By  William  Kelby,  Late  Librarian  of  the  Society 

IV 

Sign   Painting,  Gilding,  &c.  &c. 

Performed  in  a  neat  manner,  at  No.  30,  Maiden-Lane,  opposite 
the  Pump. — A  large  Dry  Cellar  to  be  let,  possession  to  be  given 
the  first  of  May.  [Rivington's  Royal  Gazette,  April  10,  1782.] 

The  Subscriber  proposes  to  instruct  young  gentlemen  and 
ladies  in  drawing,  also  painting  landskips,  sea-pieces,  &c.  with 
water  or  oil  colours,  and  the  principles  of  perspective.  Instruction 
also  may  be  given  to  draw  copie  or  protract  maps  according  to  the 
various  methods  adapted,  plans  and  elevations  in  architecture  or 
fortifications,  &c. 

If  a  number  sufficient  to  answer  the  design,  offer,  a  proper  place 
will  be  fixt,  and  the  time  appointed  jointly  to  answer  the  expediency 
of  the  pupils.     Please  to  leave  notice  at  Mr.  Gaine's. 

B.  Garrison 
[New  York  Gazette  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  April  29,  1782. J 

John  Lawrence 
Drawing  Master 

Presents  his  respectful  compliments  to  the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
of  New- York,  and  its  environs,  begs  leave  to  inform  them,  that  he 
purposes  teaching  drawing.  Those  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  that 
please  to  employ  him,  may  depend  on  his  using  his  utmost  assiduity. 
— A  Line  left  for  him  at  the  CofTee-House,  or  at  Mr.  Rivington's, 
will  come  to  hand. — He  may  be  spoke  with  at  the  above  house, 
Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays,  from  Eleven  till  One  o'Clock. 
N.  B.  Specimens  of  his  abilities  may  be  seen  by  applying  to  said 
LAWRENCE. 

[Rivington's  New-York  Gazette  and    Universal  Advertiser,   Dec. 
10,  1783.J 
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The  ingenious  captain  Peale,  is  now  preparing  the  paintings;  and 
those  figures  that  are  finished  have  afforded  the  highest  satisfaction 
of  all  persons  who  have  seen  them.  Among  them  is  a  striking 
likeness  of  our  justly  beloved  commander  in  chief.  As  the  illumina- 
tion will  continue  for  many  hours,  the  spectators  will  have  an 
opportunity  of  examining  the  whole  work  at  leisure. 

[The  Pennsylvania  Packet,  and  General  Advertiser,  Dec.  30,  1783.] 


Mr.  Peale's  ingenious  representation  of  paintings,  having  been 
prevented  by  an  unfortunate  accident,  a  number  of  citizens  desirous 
of  testifying  their  regard  for  his  particular  merit  on  this  occasion, 
and  of  shewing  their  zeal  and  attachment  to  the  glorious  cause  of 
the  intended  celebration,  have  agreed  to  raise  a  sum  by  subscription 
to  renew  the  exhibition. 

It  is  presumed,  from  the  very  rapid  and  generous  manner  in  which 
gentlemen  have  already  subscribed,  that  a  sufficient  sum  will  be 
raised  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  to  complete  the  work. 

N.  B.  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  observe,  Mr.  Peale's  generosity 
was  such,  that  he  had  it  in  contemplation  to  renew  the  paintings 
at  his  own  expense. 

[The  Pennsylvania  Packet,  and  General  Advertiser,  Januarv  27, 
1784.] 

American  Museum 

The  Gentlemen  and  Ladies,  strangers  to  this  city,  and  their 
friends,  who  are  desirous  to  see  the  Curiosities  it  contains,  are 
requested  to  take  notice,  that  to  make  it  more  convenient  to  them, 
the  subscriber's  collection  of  natural  and  artificial  Curiosities, 
Paintings,  &c.  may  be  viewed  every  day  (Sunday  excepted)  at  12 
in  the  forenoon  and  between  3  and  5  in  the  afternoon,  allowing  one 
hour  for  each  company.  Tickets  to  be  had  at  the  subscriber's 
house  in  Arch  street,  the  fourth  door  below  Fourth-street,  at  half  a 
dollar  each,  for  a  company,  and  one  dollar  for  a  single  person. 

P.    E.    Du   Simitiere. 

N.  B.  The  State  Lottery  Office  is  kept  in  the  front  room  below 
stairs. 

[The  Pennsylvania  Packet,  and  General  Advertiser,  May  13,  1784.] 
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Peter  Maverick,  Engraver, 

Takes  this  method  to  inform  the  public,  that  he  takes  in  Engrav- 
ing at  No.  3,  Crown-street,  next  to  the  old  Quaker-Meeting,  where 
gentlemen  may  have  their  coats  of  arms,  crests  or  cyphers  done 
in  the  neatest  manner.  Ladies  may  have  their  tea-table  plate 
ornamented  in  the  newest  fashion,  with  elegance  and  dispatch,  by 
applying  to  their  humble  servant  Peter  Maverick. 

[The  New  York  Packet  and  the  American  Advertiser,  July  12, 1784.] 

Dancing  &  Drawing 

Mr.  Quesnay  begs  leave  to  inform  the  Public,  that  he  proposes 
opening  an  Academy  for  the  tuition  of  the  French  Language, 
Dancing  and  Drawing,  in  this  City,  on  the  Ist  of  October,  next,  at 
No.  32,  Broad-street,  being  the  large  house  of  the  late  Lord  Stirling, 
which  will  be  genteely  repaired  for  the  purpose. 

Mr.  Quesnay  having  taught  with  great  applause  in  Philadelphia 
for  four  years,  flatters  himself  that  this  will  be  thought  a  sufficient 
proof  of  his  ability  in  teaching  those  difFerent  genteel  branches  of 
education. 

The  French  language  will  be  taught  grammatically,  according 
to  the  rules  of  the  French  Academy  in  Paris. 

The  Drawing  Scholars  shall  be  instructed  at  their  own  option, 
either  to  paint  likenesses  in  miniature,  crayon  or  pencil — to  draw  and 
paint  landscapes,  flowers,  fruits,  &c.     Also,  maps  and  fortifications. 

Dancing  taught  both  in  the  English  and  French  modes: — The 
Dancing  School  will  be  attended  3  times  a  week;  and  the  ladies 
and  gentlemen  who  may  compose  said  school,  shall  be  admitted,  in 
public,  once  every  fortnight  regularly. 

The  prices  for  each  school,  will  be  one  guinea  by  the  month,  and 
eight  dollars  entrance,  for  the  French  language,  and  the  same  for 
drawing;  eight  dollars  by  the  quarter  for  dancing,  and  six  dollars 
entrance  for  those  who  never  learned  before. 

Ladies   and   gentlemen  who   are   desirous   of  being   more   par- 
ticulary  informed  of  the  time  to  attend  the  different  schools,  are 
requested  to  apply  to  Mr.  Crolieus,  in  Queen-street,  No.  165,  or  at 
Mr.  Van  Dyck's,  in  Smith  street,  No.  11. 
[The  New  York  Packet  and  American  Advertiser,  September  20,  1784.] 
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To  the  Citizens  of  New  York 

The  delicacy  a  person  naturally  feels  in  addressing  a  public,  is 
greatly  increased  when  that  person  is  both  a  stranger  and  a  foreigner, 
who  not  only  wishes  to  reside  among  you,  but  is  also  desirous  to  be 
useful  to  the  community.  It  would  be  presuming  too  far  to  detail 
his  connections  and  family  in  France.  It  is  sufficient  that  he  is 
satisfied  both  are  honorable,  as  he  can  easily  convince  such  as  may 
please  to  enquire.  The  person  who  has  the  honour  to  address  you, 
came  over  to  this  country,  and  engaged  in  its  service  at  a  very  early 
period  of  the  war:  He  has  the  happiness  to  survive  the  glorious 
revolution,  and  is  among  the  foremost  to  wish  its  blessings  handed 
down  to  the  latest  posterity. 

The  greatest  means  to  effect  so  desirable  a  purpose,  is  to  give 
proper  attention  to  the  education  of  your  youth.  Whilst  your 
Legislature  superintends  your  public  seminaries  of  learning, 
individuals  are  in  duty  bound,  to  encourage  such  institutions  as 
may  tend  to  the  improvement  of  the  manners  of  their  children. 
Many  branches  of  education,  common  in  Europe,  are  wholly 
unknown,  or  slightly  attended  to,  in  this  country;  and  in  the  circle  of 
polite  arts,  to  accomplish  a  youth,  you  have  heretofore  been  under 
the  necessity  of  sending  them  to  Europe.  It  is  now  proper  to 
attend  to  these  things  at  home,  and  by  suitable  encouragement  to 
able  masters,  a  great  saving  of  time  and  expence  may  be  derived. 
The  genius  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  United  States  is  susceptible 
of  any  improvement.  All  Europe  already  view,  with  astonishment, 
your  abilities  in  the  fields  of  war  and  politics,  convince  them  also  of 
your  taste  for  the  polite  arts  and  sciences.  A  West,  A  Copely, 
evidently  prove  your  capacity  in  these  respects.  The  consideration 
of  the  great  utility  of  a  public  institution,  where  the  culture  of  the 
polite  arts  may  be  properly  attended  to,  induced  me  to  attempt 
the  foundation  of  an  Academy,  the  success  of  which  much  depends 
on  the  encouragement  of  a  generous  public,  to  whom  I  humbly 
submit  the  following  plan  of  the  Academy  of  the  polite  Arts. 

Branches  of  foreign  Language,  viz.  French,  Italian,  and  German; 

Painting,  in  every  Branch;    Geography,  Astronomy,  Architecture, 

Fortification,  and  Surveying,  Music,  Riding,  Fencing  and  Dancing. 

The  Academy  to  be  under  the  Superintendency  of  twelve  persons, 

principal    inhabitants    of  this    city,   to   whose   judgment    shall    be 
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submitted  each  branch  of  the  Academy,  and  who  shall  be  requested 
to  visit  quarterly  the  respective  Schools,  to  give  their  opinion  on  the 
proficiency  of  the  Scholars.  Any  observations  which  may  tend  to 
perfect  the  plan  of  the  institution,  will  be  most  strictly  attended  to. 

Should  the  expected  encouragement  to  this  Academy  be  met 
with,  the  most  accomplished  matters  in  the  respective  branches 
shall  be  sent  for  from  Europe,  that  every  possible  advantage  may 
arise  to  the  Scholar,  and  no  pains  shall  be  spared  to  render  the 
design  of  the  Institution  as  compleat  as  possible.  To  create 
emulation  among  the  Scholars,  each  School  shall  be  opened  once  a 
week  to  the  visits  of  such  parents  and  persons  as  may  be  inclined  to 
attend  to  the  progress  their  children  may  make  in  the  respective 
branches.  A.  Quesnay. 

***Mr.  Quesnay  has  leased,  for  a  number  of  years,  the  House  of 
the  late  Lord  Stirling,  in  Broad-street,  which  is  every  way  com- 
modious and  suitable  for  the  undertaking,  and  will  soon  be  repaired 
to  receive  masters  from  Europe,  in  the  respective  branches  of  his 
Academy. 
I  The  New-York  Gazetteer,  and  Country  Journal,  November  16,  1784.  J 


At  Mr.  Stites's 

No.  178,  Queen  street, 

Likenesses  (simply  imitative  of  the  originals)  are  painted  in 
crayons,  at  one  guinea  each;  with  elegant  oval  gilt  frames  included. 
Seals  and  Copperplates,  Cyphers,  Crests,  Toys,  Trifles,  &c. 
Engraved. 

Hair  Devices  set  in  Rings,  Lockets,  &c.    Watches  Repaired: 
And  any  Wheel,  arbor,  Pevot,  Spring,  Cock,  Slide,  Figure-piece, 

verge,  &c.  made  new  and  fitted. 
Watch  Glasses  fitted  at  one  shilling  each,  and  a  quantity  to  be  sold 

cheap  for  ready  cash. 
Any  curious  Punch  or  Instrument  made  in  steel,  iron,  brass,  &c. 

By  B.  Birch,  from  London. 
[Loudon's  New-York  Packet.     November  25,  1784.J 
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THE  NEW  INSTALLATION  OF  FIGURES  OF 

EGYPTIAN  GODS 

Part  II.     Brief  Notes  on  Iconography 

The  study  of  Egyptian  iconography  and  the  sources  of  its  inspira- 
tion has  scarcely  been  begun.  A  collection  of  late  gods'  figures, 
such  as  this  one,  permits  a  few  observations,  although  a  thorough- 
going consideration  of  the  subject  would  take  one  to  the  earlier 
wall-decorations  and  statues,  as  well  as  to  the  literary  evidence,  and 
would  exceed  by  far  the  limits  of  a  Bulletin  paper. 

In  the  present  lot  of  figures  the  dress  of  the  goddesses  is  the 
simple  long,  narrow,  sleeveless  garment  worn  by  Egyptian  women 
at  an  early  period.  Once  taken  over  for  the  female  divinities,  it 
was  seldom  abandoned,  however  frivolous  the  apparel  of  human  kind 
became.  Only  Maat1  seems  to  wear  something  different,  perhaps 
a  mantle  enveloping  her  figure,  and  the  cat-headed  Bast  has  on  a 
patterned  gown  of  peculiar  cut,2  with  fringe  at  the  bottom,  not 
identified  as  ever  the  dress  of  Egyptian  women,  and  perhaps  of 
foreign  origin.  The  gods  usually  wear  a  short,  close-fitting,  pleated 
kilt  (Fig.  i),  which  was  first  a  royal  dress  and  later  was  assumed  by 
other  mortals  than  the  king.  But  not  a  few  gods'  figures  are  closely 
shrouded,  with  only  their  heads  and  sometimes  their  hands  free 
from  the  enveloping  garment  or  wrappings  (Fig.  2).  With  respect 
to  gods  associated  with  the  dead,  the  conclusion  that  they  were 
given  the  form  of  mummies  is  an  obvious  one;  the  occasional  further 
representation  on  these  figures  of  bead  shrouds3  and  other  acces- 
sories of  mummies  supports  the  interpretation.  But  Khons  and 
Ptah  (Fig.  2),  although  similarly  enveloped,  are  not  funerary  gods. 
For  Khons  and  also  for  Osiris,  ruler  of  the  dead,  the  explanation  has 
been  offered4  that  the  garment  is  a  piece  of  royal  apparel  adopted 
to  mark  the  one  god  as  a  prince,  the  other  as  a  king.  The  archaic 
royal  garment  did  not,  however,  envelop  the  feet  and  the  shrouding 
of  the  feet  in  these  late  figures  may  be  due  to  an  assimilation  to  the 


1  Quarterly  Bulletin,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  46,  Fig.  5. 

2  Ibid.,  Vol.  II,  p.  47,  Fig.  4. 

3  Ibid.,  Vol.  II,  p.  80,  Fig.  8. 

i  Journal  of  Egyptian  Archaeology,  Vol.  Ill,  (1916),  p.  247,  note  3. 
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In..  1.     HRON'ZK  STATUETTE  OF  AMON-RE, 
GOD    OF    THEBES,     OF    ESPECIALLY    GOOD 

WORKM  WMIIT 


Fig.  2.  BRONZE  STATUETTE  OF  PTAH,  GOD 
OF  MEMPHIS.  CARRYING  A  STAFF  SYMBOLIZ- 
ING "GOOD  FORTUNE" 
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Fig.  3.    DEEP-BLUE,  FAIENCE  FIG 
AN  EARLY  PIECE  (DYN.  XVIII-XX) 


GURE  OF  BES  WITH  1IMAGE  OF  HIMSELF  AS    ATTRIBUTE 
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mummy  form  given  to  funerary  gods.  Indeed,  the  accessories 
represented  on  some  figures  of  Osiris  suggest  that  if  his  costume  did 
in  truth  originate  in  a  royal  garment,  in  later  times  this  derivation 
had  been  lost  sight  of  and  the  equally  appropriate  mummy  form 
had  become  the  artisans'  model.  The  household  god  Bes  often 
wears  a  lion's  skin;  again,  the  tail  and  skin  are  represented  as  an 
integral  part  of  his  person  (Fig.  35).  Horus  and  other  child-gods  are 
represented  nude,  reflecting  the  custom  of  allowing  young  children 
to  run  about  without  clothing.  Not,  however,  until  about  the 
XXXth  Dynasty  do  their  bodies  show  anything  of  the  chubbiness 
of  childhood,  as  in  the  piece  of  Fig.  7. 

The  most  common  mode  of  hair-dressing  for  gods  and  goddesses 
was  modeled  on  an  early  human  style  known  only  in  isolated  figures 
of  mortals,  but  common  enough  in  representations  of  supernatural 
beings.  The  greater  part  of  the  hair,  or  rather  wig,  falls  behind 
where  it  is  cut  off*  squarely,  but  two  considerable  masses  are  brought 
forward  over  the  shoulders  and  a  sewn  covering,  fitted  to  the  separate 
divisions,  and  often  striped,  is  represented  as  protecting  it  (Fig.  9). 
This  is  held  in  place  in  some  figures  by  a  ribbon  tied  behind  at  the 
crown  of  the  head.  The  goddesses  frequently  wear  further  a  close- 
fitting  head-covering  in  the  form  of  a  vulture  with  wings  drooping 
in  protection  (Fig.  4).  Nekhbet,  tutelary  goddess  of  the  South, 
appeared  to  men  as  a  vulture;  in  this  form  she  was  often  represented 
in  wall-decorations  hovering  above  the  king  and  the  protection  she 
accorded  the  queens  of  Egypt  was  symbolized  in  a  vulture  head- 
dress such  as  the  goddesses  wear.  It  would  seem,  however,  that 
the  goddess'  vulture  head-dress  could  hardly  have  been  borrowed, 
as  were  some  details  of  various  divinities'  figures,  from  royal  ap- 
parel, but  must  have  been  given  first  to  Nekhbet  in  allusion  to  the 
bird  associated  with  her,  and  then  have  been  extended  to  other 
goddesses  for  whom  it  had  no  symbolism,6  unless  also  one  of  pro- 
tection. Some  gods  wear,  instead  of  the  usual  head-cloth,  a  royal 
head-kerchief,  characteristic  of  the  kings  of  earth,'  and  other  deities, 
represented  without  wig,   have  their  short   hair  or  shaven  heads 


BThe  appearance  as  of  a  spotted  skin  in  this  figure  is  unintentional,  due  solely  to  the   use 
of  a  very  thick  under-glaze  line  to  supplement  the  modeling. 

6  The  goddess1  vulture  head-dress  appears  in  the  earliest  temple  reliefs,  the  queen's  vulture 
head-dress  perhaps  not  until  the  Empire. 

7  Quarterly  Bulletin,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  44,  Fig.  1. 
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covered  by  a  skull-cap  (Fig.  2)  or  close-fitting  crown  (Figs.  1  and  7). 
Child-gods  appear  with  a  sidelock  such  as  was  customary  with 
small  children.8  In  fashioning  the  figures  of  the  divinities,  there 
seem  to  have  been  rather  more  frequent  concessions  to  the  styles  of 
wigs  in  actual  vogue  at  the  time  among  men  than  to  the  styles  of 
garments  being  worn. 

Figures  of  both  gods  and  goddesses  were  fitted  out  with  articles 
of  personal  adornment  such  as  mortals  wore.  The  broad  collar 
inlaid  in  gold  on  the  statuette  of  Amon-Re  (Fig.  1)  is  typical;  other 
figures  display  anklets,  armlets  or  bracelets.  The  prevailing  absence 
of  earrings  is  due  to  the  fact  that  the  majority  of  the  types  were 
fixed  at  an  early  date  before  earrings  came  into  fashion  in  Egypt, 
but  the  late  cat-headed  Bast  frequently  has  rings  in  her  ears.  Amu- 
lets suspended  about  the  neck  are  common  in  figures  of  young  gods.9 

Two  objects,  usually  called  "scepters,"  are  often  seen  in  the 
hands  of  the  divinities.  The  one  illustrated  in  Fig.  2  is  common 
to  male  and  female  divinities,  that  carried  by  Sekhmet  in  Fig.  8 
is  given  only  to  goddesses.  As  late  as  the  time  of  these  statuettes 
they  may  have  been  regarded  merely  as  attributes  and  their 
significance  may  no  longer  have  been  understood.  But  in  early 
times  when  in  the  hands  of  the  gods  they  were  symbols  of  gifts  to 
be  bestowed  on  the  king.  Both  objects  occur  in  hieroglyphic 
writing,  that  of  Fig.  2,  a  staff  with  forked  bottom  and  animal's- 
head  top,  meaning  something  like  "good  fortune"  or  "happiness," 
the  other  (Fig.  8),  a  stalk  of  papyrus,  meaning  "greenness,"  "fresh- 
ness." Early  seal  impressions  and  reliefs  show  processions  of 
divinities  moving,  as  is  clear  at  least  in  the  temple  reliefs,  in  the 
direction  of  the  king,  bearing  these  symbols  which  would  convey  to 
him  good  fortune  and  that  fresh  exuberance  of  well-being  suggested 
by  growing  plants.  It  was  the  special  prerogative  of  the  goddesses 
to  bestow  the  latter  gift.  Still  another  gift,  the  greatest  of  all,  i.e. 
the  gift  of  life,  the  gods  brought,  symbolized  in  the  object  which  in 
writing  had  the  meaning  "life."  To  judge  by  analogies  the  object 
lost  from  the  right  hand  of  Amon-Re  in  Fig.  1,  and  from  the  hands 
of  some  others  among  our  statuettes,  is  almost  certainly  the  symbol 
of  life;  it  is  preserved  in  the  lowered  hand  of  one  of  the  Horus-figures 
in  the  floor-case  of  gods  of  the  Osirian  cycle.     These  precious  gifts 

8  Qioirlerly  Bulletin  Vol.  Ill,  p.  6,  Fig.  4. 

9  See  notes  7  and  8. 
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in  early  days  were  the  exclusive  expectation  of  the  king,  but  soon  a 
democratization  set  in  which  brought  them  within  the  hope  of  all. 

Thus  far  we  have  spoken  only  of  the  characteristics  common  to 
all  the  gods'  figures.  The  divinities  were  distinguished  from  one 
another  by  various  crowns  and  by  objects  carried  in  their  hands,  or 
by  the  animal  or  bird  heads  given  to  them  when  not  represented 
wholly  in  human  form;  less  often  by  the  pose  or  gesture.  To  some 
extent  the  figures,  when  not  inscribed  or  of  known  provenience,  are 
ambiguous.  The  divinity  took  on  the  form  of  a  ram  or  falcon  in 
more  than  one  place;  identification  of  one  god  with  another,  es- 
pecially of  local  gods  with  the  supreme  cosmic  divinity  Re,  the  Sun- 
god,  led  to  confusion  in  the  types.  A  goddess  crowned  with  cow's 
horns  between  which  is  the  solar  disk  may  be  Hathor  or  Isis  (Figs. 
5  and  6).  A  male  figure  with  falcon's  head  and  the  double  crown  of 
Egypt  served  for  any  one  of  several  forms  of  Horus:  Harendotes 
("Horus,  the  Avenger  of  His  Father"),  Harsiesis  ("Horus,  Son  of 
Isis"),  and  Haroeris  ("Horus  the  Elder"'). 

Kingship  among  the  gods  was  suggested  by  the  crowns  or  head- 
cloth  worn  by  the  kings  of  Egypt  and  the  crook  and  whip  carried 
by  them,  if  not  also  by  the  garment  referred  to  above.  Yet  Amon- 
Re  (Fig.  i),  whose  constant  epithet  is  "King  of  the  Gods,"  has  none 
of  these,  doubtless  because  he  came  to  this  eminence  in  the  pantheon 
at  a  comparatively  late  time;  although  he  failed  to  acquire  any  out- 
ward indication  of  royal  station,  his  consort,  Mut,  was  regularly 
represented  wearing  the  double  crown  of  Egypt.  Osiris,  once  ruler 
on  earth  and  later  ruler  of  the  dead,  usually  carries  the  crook  and 
whip  and  wears  one  of  the  royal  crowns  and  Horus,  who  also  in 
mythical  times  ruled  over  Egypt,  often  wears  the  crowns  (Fig.  7) 
or  the  royal  head-cloth10  and  occasionally  holds  the  whip  and  crook. 
Khons  was  marked  as  a  young  prince  by  carrying  the  same  insignia. 
The  solar  gods  were  distinguished  as  such  by  the  addition  of  the 
sun's  disk  to  their  head-dresses.  Thus  the  originally  obscure  local 
god  of  Thebes,  Amon,  who  when  Thebes  became  prominent  politi- 
cally was  given  standing  among  the  gods  by  identification  with  the 
Sun-god,  as  Amon-Re,  has  the  sun's  disk  prominent  in  his  head- 
dress (Fig.  1).  Harmachis  (Horus  as  Sun-god)  wears  on  his  falcon 
head  the  solar  disk  instead  of  the  double  crown  of  Egypt,  as  in  the 
other  forms  of  Horus  mentioned  above,  and  Sekhmet  (Fig.  8)  is 

10  See  note  7. 
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marked  by  her  head-dress  as  belonging  to  the  solar  cycle  of  divin- 
ities. Of  the  moon-gods,  Khons  usually  wears  the  lunar  crescent 
and  disk. 

From  earliest  times,  a  very  frequent  and  unmistakable  way  of 
identifying  the  divinities  was  by  giving  them  a  head-dress  in  the 
form  of  the  hieroglyphs  with  which  their  names  were  written.  Isis 
thus  distinguished  (Fig.  9)  never  could  be  confused  with  Hathor. 
Far  less  obvious  in  their  meaning  or  consistent  in  their  ownership 
are  the  various  constructions  of  horns,  feathers,  reeds,  etc.,  worn  as 
crowns  by  the  divinities11  and  in  the  temple  ceremonies  assumed  by 
kings  or  priests  taking  the  part  of  divinities. 

Examples  in  this  collection  of  the  pose  identifying  the  god  may 
be  seen  in  the  figures  of  the  Soul  of  Pe  and  of  Shu.  In  the  Soul  of 
Pelz  the  kneeling  position  and  especially  the  movement  of  the  arms 
distinguish  this  minor  divinity  from  other  falcon-headed  gods. 
Shu  in  the  late  amulets  (Figs.  10  and  11),  although  merely  a  folk-god 
efficacious  against  the  bites  of  serpents,  is  marked  as  a  derivative 
of  the  great  primeval  deity  who  separated  the  heaven  from  the  earth 
by  the  posture  of  his  body,  kneeling,  with  hands  upraised  to  support 
the  sky,  while  the  sun's  disk  on  his  head  suggests  his  ancient  position 
in  the  Sun-god's  family. 

Very  frequently,  as  this  collection  of  statuettes  well  illustrates, 
the  identity  of  the  god  was  intimated  by  some  part  of  the  animal  or 
bird  in  whose  form  he  appeared  to  men  represented  in  combination 
with  human  parts.  Usually  the  head  of  the  lower  creature  was 
placed  on  a  human  body  (Fig.  8).  In  some  instances,  however,  the 
animal  or  bird  body  with  human  head  was  preferred.  The  com- 
bination of  animal  head  with  human  body  was  ordinarily  quite 
literally  and  naively  conceived.  The  wig  with  head-cloth,  such  as 
was  worn  by  human-headed  divinities,  served  as  a  transition  be- 
tween the  incongruous  parts,  rendering  the  combination  less  ob- 
viously monstrous.  But  the  heads  remained  wholly  those  of  the 
lower  creatures  without  human  elements  to  make  plausible  their 
union  with  the  human  body.  A  few  gods,  however,  were  more 
subtly  characterized.  In  the  head  of  Bes  (Fig.  3)  human  and 
leonine  features  were  mingled  with  a  deliberately  humorous  efTect 
in  keeping  with  the  character  of  the  god;  his  body  is  not  that  of  the 

11  Quarterly  Bulletin,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  44,  Figs.  1  and  2;  p.  46,  Figs.  4  and  6. 

12  Idem.,  Vol.  II,  p.  44,  Figs.  1  and  2. 
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Figs,  io  and  ii.     LIGHT-BLUE,  FAIENCE  AMULET  REPRESENTING  SHU  WITH  ARMS  RAISED 
TO  SUPPORT  THE  SKY 


normal  man,  but  is  grotesquely  bestial  and  thus  in  accord  with  the 
head.  One  conception  of  Hathor  is  outside  the  usual  scheme;  in  it 
she  has  a  beautiful  human  face,  which  yet  by  its  unusual  breadth, 
mild  expression,  and  cow's  ears  suggests  the  animal  associated  with 
her.  Bes  was  represented  regularly,  Hathor  often,  in  these  ways. 
Isolated  instances  of  a  less  ingenuous  art  also  occur,  as  in  a  recently 
published13  bronze  statuette  of  Amon  with  ram's  head — not,  how- 
ever, the  unaltered  ram's  head,  but  one  with  human  eyes  and  ears 
and  with  temples  and  cheeks  modeled  in  human  semblance. 

Divinities  in  bird  form  seldom  were  represented  flying,  rather, 
their  normal  attitude  was  with  wings  drooping  in  protection  over 
their  human  protege,  who  was  usually  the  king.  Occasionally  to 
figures  of  divinities  otherwise  in  human  form  was  given  the  addition 
of  wings  to  their  arms  and  the  vulture's  body  feathers  and  tail  to 
their  backs.  Isis  stands  thus  in  Figs.  5  and  6  conceived  protecting 
her  human  devotee  just  as  she  once  faithfully  guarded  Osiris.  But 
even  the  gods  at  times  required  protection.     Isis'  need,  as  she  reared 

13  Zfitschrijt  fur  die  iigyptische  Sprache,  Vol.  54  (191 8)  pp.  74ft. 
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the  child  Horus  in  seclusion,  is  suggested  in  one  of  our  pieces;  she 
is  seated  holding  the  infant  Horus  on  her  lap  and  behind  her  stands 
the  Sun-god  as  a  falcon  with  wings  embracing  her  throne.  The 
collection  includes  a  number  of  small  groups  of  the  folk-god  Ptah  as 
a  deformed  child  (the  pataikos  of  Herodotus)  with  the  goddesses 
Isis  and  Nephthys  to  his  right  and  left  and  another  varying  divinity 
behind  him;  here  the  little  god  is  undoubtedly  the  principal  per- 
sonage and  the  goddesses  are  probably  his  guardians. 

Caroline  Ransom  Williams. 
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THE  "OLD  FORT,"  AND  CAMP-SITE 

AT 

RICHMOND,  STATEN  ISLAND 

Explored  by  the  Committee  on   Field   Exploration  of  The  New- York  Historical  Society 
W.  L.  Calver,  Chairman 

BY 

REGINALD  PELHAM   BOLTON 

In  the  course  of  observations  upon  Revolutionary  sites,  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Committee  was  drawn  to  certain  earthworks  in  the 
vicinity  of  Richmond,  which  appear  to  have  been  constructed  for 
the  purpose  of  covering  any  hostile  approach  by  any  of  the  Fresh 
Kills  and  Richmond  Creek,  upon  the  towns  of  Richmond  and  New 
Dorp. 

The  fortification  referred  to  is  locally  known  as  "The  Old  Fort," 
and  it  is  situated  on  the  extreme  southerly  point  of  the  range  of  hills 
which  traverse  Staten  Island  from  St.  George  to  Richmond.  This 
eminence  is  Crocheron's  Hill,  and  it  overlooks  the  mill-pond  formed 
by  damming  the  Richmond  Creek  immediately  below  the  hill, 
along  the  easterly  base  of  which  the  old  Mill  Road  extends  from  the 
bridge  over  the  Richmond  or  Saw  Mill  Brook. 

Crocheron's  Hill,  the  name  of  which  is  that  of  an  old  family  of 
settlers,  whose  property  on  the  Fresh  Kills  Road  was  still  in  the 
possession  of  the  family  in  1845,  is  south  of  the  Holmes  farm,  the 
boundary  line  of  which  is  about  five  hundred  feet  from  the  Old 
Fort.  The  Holmes  dwelling,  which  was  a  fine  example  of  an  old 
stone  and  timber  Colonial  farm-house,  was  located  about  four  hun- 
dred feet  north  of  the  boundary,  and  it  was  only  within  the  last  few 
years  destroyed  by  neglect  and  decay,  and  has  now  become  com- 
pletely dismantled.  Near  the  house,  which  came  into  the  possession 
of  the  La  Tourette  family,  there  is  a  fine  running  spring  of  water, 
locally  known  as  ''The  Howe  Spring,"  an  evident  reference  to  the 
use  of  its  flowing  supply  by  the  soldiery  of  the  British  army. 

The  old  Fort  is  in  fairly  good  preservation,  and  a  survey  of  its 
remains  shows  it  to  have  been  about  fifty  feet  square.  On  the  two 
northerly  sides  the  ramparts  are  well  defined,  and  stand  about  six 
feet  high.  At  the  north  angle  an  entrance  is  cut  between  the  two 
banks.     On  the  south-east  sides  the  bank  is  quite  low,  and  the  side 
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VIEW  FROM  THE  SITE  OF  THE  "OLD  FORT"  ON  CROCHERON'S  HILL,  RICHMOND,  STATEN 
ISLAND,  SHOWING  THE  GEIB  TIDE  MILL  AND  RICHMOND  CREEK. 


facing  south-west  is  almost  level  with  the  interior,  and  may  have 
been  only  a  gun-platform.  The  ground  slopes  very  sharply  on  that 
side,  and  the  ditch  is  not  traceable  there,  though  it  is  well  preserved 
on  the  north-west  and  on  the  east.  At  the  rear  of  the  Fort,  on  the 
north-east  side,  there  is  a  deep  pit,  with  which  the  ditch  does  not 
connect,  and  there  is  some  reason  to  suppose  that  this  may  have 
served  as  a  magazine. 

North-east  and  north-west  of  the  Fort  the  ground  extends  fairly 
level  in  a  plateau  of  sandy,  stony  soil,  supporting  only  a  vegetation 
of  sparse  weeds  and  scrub  bushes.  The  steep  sides  of  the  hill  drop 
abruptly  from  this  plateau,  towards  the  south  and  east,  and  are  cut 
by  several  gullies,  the  whole  closely  grown  over  with  brush  and 
rank  weeds. 

A  survey  of  the  hillside  disclosed  a  number  of  pits  and  trenches 
which  at  first  appeared  to  be  military,  but  a  more  careful  examina- 
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tion  determined  that  they  were  mining  holes  and  trenches,  from 
which  hematite  boulders,  which  occur  along  the  entire  hillsides, 
have  been  extracted,  and  have  been  broken  up  and  removed  by  an 
old  trail  cut  along  the  face  of  the  hillside. 

Our  first  efforts  at  exploration  for  military  remains  were  inside 
and  around  the  Fort,  and  were  unrewarded.  About  sixty  feet  to 
the  rear  of  the  Fort,  traces  were  observed  of  human  occupation,  in 
the  form  of  wood  ashes,  broken  china,  nails  and  metal,  evidently 
the  remains  of  a  hut  or  tent-site.  We  then  transferred  our  efforts 
to  the  north-east  side  of  the  Fort,  and  assuming  the  near-by  plateau 
a  favorable  site  for  the  occupancy  of  the  garrison,  we  dug  at  random 
where  the  weeds  grew  most  strongly,  and  were  soon  rewarded  by  the 
discovery  of  military  debris,  at  the  point  marked  "i."  on  the  ac- 
companying map,  which  was  just  over  the  brow  of  the  summit  of 
the  hill,  and  was  evidently  a  "dump"  of  camp  rubbish. 

The  demands  for  exploration  in  the  Highlands,  and  the  com- 
pletion of  our  work  at  the  Dyckman  Farm  Camp,  delayed  further 
examination  of  the  site  for  nearly  two  years,  but  near  the  end  of  the 
year  1918,  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver  and  Mr.  Oscar  Barck  made  systematic 
visits  to  the  place  on  Sundays,  and  extended  their  investigations 
along  the  side  of  the  hill,  with  most  successful  results.  They  estab- 
lished the  presence  of  several  large  deposits  at  points  A.,  B.,  C,  and 
D.,  and  found  them  to  consist  of  masses  of  clam  and  oyster  shells, 
meat  bones  and  camp  rubbish  of  every  description,  and  in  such 
quantities  as  to  indicate  the  presence  of  a  very  considerable  number 
of  men,  and  a  probable  length  of  occupation  extending  over  several 
years  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 

The  extent  of  the  discoveries  may  be  gathered  from  the  fact  that 
on  some  fortunate  days  the  two  explorers  were  rewarded  with  thirty 
and  even  forty  military  buttons,  besides  many  other  objects  sifted 
out  of  the  rubbish  dislodged  by  the  spade. 

The  first  military  button  found  was  that  of  the  Twenty-second 
British  Foot  Regiment,  discovered  within  five  minutes  of  the 
re-opening  of  work,  on  November  10,  191 8,  and  close  to  the  first 
materials  uncovered.  The  deposit,  however,  was  limited,  and  so  a 
transfer  was  made  to  the  point  marked  A.,  under  a  rank  growth  of 
weeds,  where  the  camp-material  was  found  to  be  about  eighteen 
inches  in  depth.  Familiar  black  bottles  were  found,  mingled  with 
abundant  oyster  and  clam  shells,  window  glass,  nails  and  crockery. 
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Two  fine  lead  pencils,  eight  bullets,  a  gun  flint,  and  a  pair  of  scissors, 
pointed  to  camp  life,  and  several  bone  buttons  were  discovered,  with 
fragments  of  meat  bones  from  which  such  buttons  had  been  cut. 

The  place  yielded  nine  buttons  of  the  Twenty-second  Regiment, 
and  one  of  the  Forty-second  Royal  Highlanders,  with  two  "R.  P." 
or  Royal  Provincials'  and  some  of  plain  pewter,  usually  accredited 
to  Hessian  corps.  All  of  the  foregoing  laid  in  a  space  only  three  or 
four  feet  square. 

Removing  further  down  the  bank,  the  explorers,  on  the  following 
week,  struck  the  deposit  B.,  composed  of  a  thick  mass  of  shells, 
veiled  by  wild  honeysuckle  vines.  With  a  dozen  bullets  and  some 
gun  flints,  Messrs.  Calver  and  Barck  took  out  about  twenty  buttons, 
the  prize  specimen  of  which  was  a  fine  specimen  of  the  First  Ameri- 
can Regiment — with  this  was  a  Forty-seventh  Regiment  button, 
with  a  pewter  shank.  Others  were  of  the  Thirty-third,  Forty- 
fourth,  Twenty-second,  Thirty-seventh,  and  many  Royal  Pro- 
vincials. 

Very  similar  deposits  were  located  at  points  C.  and  D.,  each  of 
which  partly  filled  small  gullies  in  the  edge  of  the  hillside,  and 
indicated  that  the  camp  must  have  extended  along  the  crest  of  the 
hill  nearly  to  the  old  boulder  fence  which  was  doubtless  there  at  the 
time  that  divided  the  Crocheron  property  from  the  farm  of  the 
Holmes  family. 

The  place  was  visited  on  one  occasion  by  Mr.  Robert  M.  Hartley 
of  Amsterdam,  New  York,  who  found  in  a  short  period  of  work, 
specimens  of  the  buttons  of  the  Fifth,  Thirty-seventh  and  Fifty- 
seventh  regiments. 

These  discoveries  and  many  other  familiar  military  objects  were, 
however,  all  eclipsed  by  an  unexpected  find  on  Sunday,  August 
third,  1919.  For  many  years  past  the  increasing  number  of  speci- 
mens of  military  buttons  had  gradually  covered  every  known 
regiment  of  the  British  forces,  except  the  Fifty-fifth  Foot  Regiment. 
This  elusive  object  had  never  been  discovered,  and  it  had  almost 
become  a  fixed  belief  that  it  never  would  be.  But  on  this  warm 
summer  morning  the  unexpected  button  turned  up  in  one  of  the 
first  shovelsful  of  dirt  taken  out  of  pit  E.,  and  caused  great  interest 
and  hilarity  among  the  explorers,  when  Mr.  Calver  was  recalled 
from  his  temporary  occupation  of  eating  wild  cherries,  confronted 
with  the  long-desired  specimen,  and  promptly  laid  down  in  the  hole 
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and  asked  to  be  buried,  as  life  no  longer  held  any  new  attractions 
for  him.  He  recovered,  however,  after  a  few  shovels  of  dirt  had  been 
applied. 

The  same  pit  yielded  later,  a  fine  seal  stone,  of  lapis-lazuli  incised 
with  the  rampant  Lion.  A  little  search  in  heraldic  works  indicated 
that  the  Lion  rampant  was  borne  by  only  three  English  families, 
viz.,  Talbot,  Grey,  and  Russell.  Some  further  enquiry  showed 
that  among  British  Regiments  whose  buttons  had  been  found  at 
this  camp  were  members  of  all  these  families,  notably,  Lieut. 
Colonel  Charles  Grey  of  the  Twenty-eighth  Foot,  with  Ensigns 
Talbot  of  the  Thirty-third,  and  Russell  of  the  Fifth.  To  one  or 
other  the  seal  probably  belonged. 


BUTTON  OF  THE  KING'S  OWN  REGIMENT. 


The  luck  of  Pit  E.  continued,  for  a  few  days  later  it  produced  a 
new  form  of  button  of  the  King's  Own,  or  Fourth  Foot  regiment 
and  a  silver  button  with  the  regimental  number  "46"  engraved 
upon  it.  The  latter  regiment  was  brigaded  with  the  Fifty-fifth  at 
the  time  of  the  landing  of  the  British  forces  at  Gravesend  Bay. 

The  exploration  of  this  site  has  thus  increased  our  knowledge  of 
military  history,  and  has  added  a  number  of  interesting  specimens 
to  the  stock  of  objects  of  the  period  of  the  War  of  the  Revolution. 
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ORIGINAL  DOCUMENTS  FROM  THE  ARCHIVES  OF  THE 
SOCIETY 

ARTICLES  OF  CONVENTION 
BURGOYNE'S  SURRENDER  TO  GATES 

We  reproduce  in  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  the  original  docu- 
ment of  the  "Articles  of  Convention "  signed  by  General  John 
Burgoyne,  October  16th,  1777,  when  he  surrendered  to  General 
Horatio  Gates  at  Saratoga,  N.  Y.  The  manuscript  is  from  the 
" Gates  Papers"  in  the  archives  of  the  Society. 

These  Articles  were  in  preparation  for  several  days  before  they 
were  satisfactorily  composed  for  acceptance  by  both  Generals. 
They  were  called  articles  of  "Capitulation"  until  almost  the  last 
minute  when  General  Burgoyne  requested  that  the  word  "Con- 
vention" be  used  in  place  of  "Capitulation"  which  was  granted. 
From  then  on  these  prisoners  of  war  were  known  as  the  "Conven- 
tion Troops"  and  are  so  designated  to  this  day. 

"Articles  of  Convention  between  Lieut  General  Burgoyne  & 
Major  General  Gates — 

Ist 
The  Troops  under  Lieut*  Gen1  Burgoyne  are  to  march  out  of  their  Camp 
with  the  honors  of  War  &  the  Artillery  of  the  Intrenchments  to  the  Verge 
of  the  River  where  the  Old  Fort  Stood,  where  the  Arms  &  Artillery  are  to 
be  left,  the  Arms  to  be  piled  by  word  of  Command  from  their  own  Officers 

2d 

A  Free  Passage  to  be  granted  to  the  Army  under  Lieut*  Gen1  Burgoyne  to 
great  Britain,  upon  condition  of  not  serving  again  in  North  America  during 
the  present  Contest,  and  the  Port  of  Boston  is  Assigned  for  the  Entry  of 
Transports  to  receive  the  Troops  whenever  General  Howe  shall  so  Order 

3* 
Should  any  Cartel  take  place  by  which  the  Army  under  Lieut*  General 
Burgoyne,  or  any  part  of  it,  may  be  exchang'd,  the  foregoing  Article  to 
be  void  as  far  as  such  Exchange  shall  be  made. 

The  Army  under  Lieut*  Gen1  Burgoyne  to  March  to  Massachusetts  Bay 
by  the  Easiest,  most  Expeditious,  &  Convenient  Route,  and  to  be  Quartered 
in,  near,  or  as  convenient  as  possible  to  Boston,  that  the  March  of  the 
Troops  may  not  be  delay' d  when  Transports  arrive  to  receive  them. 
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5th 
The  Troops  to  be  Supplied  on  the  March  &  during  their  being  in  Quarters, 
with  Provisions  by  Gen1  Gates's  Orders,  at  the  same  rate  of  rations  as  the 
Troops  of  his  own  Army,  &  if  possible  the  officers  Horses  &  Cattle  are  to 
be  Supplied  with  Forage  at  the  usual  rates. 

6th 
All  Officers  to  Retain  their  Carriages,  Batt  Horses  &  other  Cattle,  and  no 
Baggage  to  be  molested  or  searched;  Lieut*  Gen1  Burgoyne  giving  his 
honor,  there  are  no  public  Stores  secreted  therein.  Major  General  Gates 
will  of  course  take  the  necessary  measures  for  the  due  performance  of  this 
Article.  Should  any  Carriages  be  wanting  during  the  March  for  the  Trans- 
portation of  officers  Baggage,  they  are,  if  possible,  to  be  Supplied  by  the 
Country  at  the  usual  Rates 

7th 

Upon  the  March  &  during  the  time  the  Army  shall  remain  in  Quarters  in 
the  Massachusetts  Bay,  The  Officers  are  not,  as  far  as  Circumstances  will 
admit,  to  be  Separated  from  their  Men,  The  Officers  are  to  be  Quartered 
according  to  Rank,  and  are  not  to  be  hindered  from  Assembling  their  Men 
for  Roll  callings  &  other  purposes  of  Regularity. 


All  Corps  whatever  of  General  Burgoynes  Army,  whether  compos'd  of 
Sailors,  Batteaumen,  Artificers,  Drivers,  Independant  Companies,  & 
followers  of  the  Army  of  whatever  Country,  shall  be  included  in  the  fullest 
sense  &  utmost  extent  of  the  above  Articles,  and  comprehended  in  every 
respect  as  British  Subjects 

All  Canadians  &  Persons  belonging  to  the  Canadian  Establishment  con- 
sisting of  Sailors  Batteau  Men,  Artificers,  Drivers,  Independant  Companies, 
&  many  other  followers  of  the  Army  who  come  under  no  particular  Descrip- 
tion, are  to  be  permitted  to  return  there;  they  are  to  be  conducted  imme- 
diately, by  the  Shortest  Route  to  the  first  British  Post  on  Lake  George, 
are  to  be  Supplied  with  provisions  in  the  same  manner  as  the  other  Troops, 
and  are  to  be  bound  by  the  same  condition,  of  not  serving  during  the 
present  Contest  in  North  America 

I0th 

Passports  to  be  immediately  granted  for  three  officers  not  exceeding  the 
Rank  of  Captains,  who  shall  be  appointed  by  Lieut1  Gen1  Burgoyne  to 
carry  Dispatches  to  Sr  Willm  Howe,  Sr  Guy  Carleton,  &  to  Great  Britain 
by  the  way  of  New  York,  and  Major  Gen1  Gates  engates  the  Publick 
Faith,  that  these  Dispatches  shall  not  be  opend;  these  officers  are  to  set 
out  immediately  after  receiving  their  Dispatches  and  are  to  Travel  by  the 
Shortest  Routes  &  in  the  most  expeditious  manner 


QUARTERLY     BULLETIN 


Hth 


During  the  Stay  of  the  Troops  in  Massachusetts  Bay  the  officers  are  to  be 
admitted  on  Parole,  and  are  to  be  allow'd  to  wear  their  side  Arms 


Should  the  Army  under  Lieut*  General  Burgoyne  find  it  necessary  to  send 
for  their  cloathing  &  other  Baggage  to  Canada,  they  are  to  be  permitted 
to  do  it  in  the  most  convenient  manner  and  the  necessary  Passports  granted 
for  that  purpose 

13  th 
These  Articles  are  to  be  mutually  Sign'd  &  Exchang'd  tomorrow  morning 
at  9  °Clock,  and  the  Troops  under  Lieut*  Gen1  Burgoyne  are  to  march  out 
of  their  Intrenchments  at  3  °Clock  in  the  afternoon 

Camp  at  Saratoge 

Octber  16  1777  J.  Burgoyne" 


A  GOLD  DIGGER  OF  1772 

The  following  letter  addressed  "To  the  Reverend  Mr:  Smith," 
and   endorsed  "Curious   Letter   from  Wm  Barge  a   Gold-digger,'' 
is  from  the  Society's  archives: 
"Worthy  Sir. 

A  few  Years  past  there  was  a  gentleman  of  the  City  of  Phila- 
delphia, Buried  Sixty  Thousand  pounds  all  in  Dollars  about  2  miles 
Below  Town,  and  I  have  a  kinsman  that  knows  the  Very  Spot 
and  he  went  to  get  it  out  but  he  Could  not  for  it  Sunk  from  him, 
and  I  Told  him  that  I  had  heard  that  you  was  a  Master  of  Arts: 
and  I  thought  Could  Stop  it  from  Sinking,  or  going  a  Side  any  way 
out  of  the  place  and  Lay  away  Satan  Also,  So  Sir  if  you  Can  I  hope 
you  will  Undertake  it  and  you  Shall  have  a  good  Share  and  we  will 
be  with  you,  and  Let  what  will  Appear  we  will  not  be  Afraid  Nor 
Daunted,  please  Sir  to  send  me  an  answer  By  the  Bearer,  and  if 
you  Cannot  Undertake  it  Recommend  me  to  one  that  is  Capable 
and  you  Shall  have  also  a  good  Share.  I  Rest  With  Respect  Sir 
Your  Most  humble  Servant 

Wm  Barge." 
June  ye  13th  1772. 
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ADVANCED. 


ON  AND  AFTER 

THorsty.  June  21. 

We,  the  Barbers  and  Hair 
Dressers 

OF  RONDOUT, 

Advance  onr  Prices  as  follows: 

SHAVING,     ...       8  CTS. 

HAIR  CUTTING,      -      -    15      « 

SHAMPOON1NG,    ...  15      « 

Casper  Lowerhouse,     A.  Perez, 
Christian  Frey,  John  Oment, 

Stephen  Merkel. 

RO.VflOrT,  Jmw  S9,  1863. 


»   JE»i-lr»t,  Rondo 


HIGH  COST  OF  LIVING  IN  1863 


NOTES 


An  Exhibition  of  the  Recruiting  and  Draft  Posters  used  in  the 
City  of  New  York  during  the  War  of  1 861-1865  will  be  placed  on 
view  in  the  rooms  of  the  Society  beginning  November  1st,  1919. 

The  next  lecture  before  the  Society  will  be  given  on  November 
nth  next.  Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton  will  speak  on  "Mansions 
of  Upper  Manhattan  and  Vicinity"  illustrated  with  stereopticon 
views.  On  December  2nd  Mr.  Le  Roy  Jeffers  will  lecture  on  "Na- 
tional Wonders  of  the  United  States  and  Canada." 

Miss  Elizabeth  G.  Stillman  has  been  elected  to  membership  in 
the  Society. 

Captain  Howland  Pell  presented  to  the  Library  a  complete  file 
of  "The  Watchdog"  a  newspaper  published  by  the  men  and  officers 
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of  the  First  Provisional  Regiment,  New  York  Guard  from  Septem- 
ber 22,  1917  to  June  1,  1918. 

Mr.  Victor  Wilbour  presented  an  oil  painting  representing  a 
remnant  of  Rutgers  College,  5th  Avenue  and  42nd  Street,  painted 
by  him  in  1903. 

Miss  Mary  M.  Greenwood  presented  the  engraving  "The  Last 
Days  of  Webster  at  Marchfield"  and  a  plan  and  view  of  the  City 
of  Quebec,  Canada. 

Mr.  Charles  G.  Hine  presented  to  the  library  several  hundred 
directories  of  American  Cities  which  are  a  valuable  addition  to  our 
large  collection  of  directories. 


War  Insignias 

Through  the  generosity  of  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman,  the  Society 
was  enabled  to  secure  specimens  of  the  various  insignias  worn  by 
the  officers  and  enlisted  men  during  the  War.  They  included  the 
metal  emblems  worn  on  the  coat  collar,  hat  cords  and  campaign 
ribbons. 

Mr.  Oscar  T.  Barck  presented  a  collection  of  the  buttons  worn 
on  the  Uniforms  of  the  Army  and  Navy  and  the  War  Workers. 

Past  experience  has  shown  that  these  small  details  in  depicting 
the  Uniforms  of  previous  Wars  are  difficult  to  learn  and  often  prove 
very  essential  to  Artists  and  Sculpturers. 


Revolutionary  Drum 

Through  the  kind  efforts  of  our  member  Mr.  Reginald  Pelham 
Bolton,  the  Society  has  come  into  the  temporary  possession  of  a 
revolutionary  drum  used  in  the  British  Army.  The  Drum  has 
been  preserved  in  the  family  of  Mr.  John  Vreeland  Brickell  since 
the  days  of  the  Revolution.  It  has  been  cut  down  from  its  original 
size  and  the  Royal  Insignia  which  it  originally  bore  has  been 
scraped  off.  No  other  specimen  of  a  British  Revolutionary  drum 
is  on  record. 
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Constitution  Island 

Messrs.  W.  L.  Calver,  R.  P.  Bolton,  W.  S.  Thomas  and  A.  J. 
Wall  of  the  Field  Exploration  Committee  of  the  Society  visited 
Constitution  Island  on  August  9th  at  the  invitation  of  Mrs.  Charles 
E.  Tracy  of  the  Martelers'  Rock  Association  to  meet  certain  officers 
from  West  Point,  who  are  interested  in  marking  and  preserving 
the  Revolutionary  defences  erected  on  Constitution  Island.  Mr. 
Calver  conducted  the  party  around  the  historic  sites  and  suggested 
various  clearings  and  improvements  to  preserve  what  is  left  of  the 
old  forts  on  the  Island. 


The  reproduction  of  Stuart's  portrait  of  Egbert  Benson  pub- 
lished in  this  number  is  one  of  the  finest  paintings  by  Gilbert  C. 
Stuart  known,  and  forms  part  of  the  Society's  extensive  collection 
of  American  portraits.  Egbert  Benson,  who  was  the  first  president 
of  The  New- York  Historical  Society,  1805-18 15,  sat  for  this  portrait 
in  1807. 

Mr.  John  Hill  Morgan  is  making  a  study  of  the  American  por- 
traits owned  by  the  Society  and  will  deliver  a  lecture  on  this  subject 
in  April,  1920. 


Correction 


In  our  last  issue  we  reproduced  the  print  "Distinguished  Amer- 
icans at  a  Meeting  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society"  with  the 
further  caption  "held  in  the  Chapel  of  the  New  York  University, 
1854."  This  should  have  read  published  in  1854  as  the  studies  for 
the  portraits  were  made  prior  to  1852. 


I 


NECROLOGY 


George  W.  Betts,  a  life  member  since  1857  died  June  17,  1919 
in  the  78th  year  of  his  age,  at  Englewood,  N.  J. 

Benno  Loewy,  a  member  since  1894,  died  August  19,  1919  in 
the  65th  year  of  his  age. 
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Mrs.  James  M.  Lawton,  a  member  since  1900,  and  Fellow  since 
1904,  died  August  22,  1919  at  Elizabethtown,  New  York. 

Theodore  Cooper,  a  member  since  1895,  died  August  24th,  1919 
in  the  81st  year  of  his  age. 

Prof.  Adolph  Werner,  a  member  since  1865,  constituted  a  Life 
member  1916,  died  August  26,  1919  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

Charles  Frederick  Hoffman,  a  member  since  1897,  member  of 
the  Executive  Committee,  1 901-1902,  died  August  28th,  1919  in 
the  63rd  year  of  his  age,  at  Newport,  R.  I. 

Augustus  Cortlandt  Van  Rensselaer,  a  member  since  1908, 
died  September  3rd,  1919  at  Pittsfield,  Mass.  in  the  71st  year  of  his 
age. 


NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 

By  William  Kelby,  Late  Librarian  of  the  Society 

V 

Proposals 

Of  the  Mode  for  effectuating  the  Institution  of  the  Academy  of 
Polite  Arts,  in  New  York. 

By  Alexander  Marie  Quesnay 

I.  That  on  the  first  of  January,  1785,  all  the  subscribers  of  the 
Society  Assembly  will  meet  in  the  Academy  of  Polite  Arts  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  twelve  gentlemen  Councellors,  Trustees  and 
Patrons;  also  seven  managers  for  the  Academy,  to  which  Mr. 
Quesnay  shall  be  added. 

II.  The  said  Alexander  M.  Quesnay  and  his  successors,  shall  be 
obligated  to  pay  the  greatest  deference,  respect,  regard  and  con- 
sideration to  the  advice  and  direction  of  the  said  councellors, 
patrons  and  trustees  for  any  matter,  that  will  tend  to  the  improve- 
ment of  the  scholars  of  the  said  academy,  and  see  that  all  the 
masters,  attendants  and  persons  employed  by  him  or  them  shall  do 
the  same. 

III.  The  twelve  Councellors,  Patrons  and  Trustees  will  meet 
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EGBERT  BENSON  (i746-i833( 

[RST  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY,  1805 
in  1807  BY  GILBERT  C.  STUART. 
(Owned  by  the  Society). 
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quarterly  in  every  year,  viz.  on  the  first  Monday  in  January,  April, 
July,  and  October,  and  take  proper  time  to  visit  every  school  in  the 
Academy  of  polite  Arts;  and  examine,  advise  and  encourage  the 
scholars;  and  before  they  separate  will  give  such  directions  to  the 
said  Alexander  M.  Quesnay,  as  they  may  deem  proper  for  promoting 
the  said  institution,  and  also  adjust  and  determine  all  disputes  that 
may  arise  concerning  the  Academy. 

IV.  The  said  Councellors,  Patrons  and  Trustees  shall  have 
power  to  reprimand,  and  even  expose  to  public  censure  the  said 
Alexander  M.  Quesnay,  in  case  of  misconduct  on  his  part,  according 
to  the  degree  or  nature  of  the  offence.  But  it  is  to  be  understood 
that  the  said  Councellors,  Patrons,  or  Trustees,  are  not  to  remove 
the  said  Alexander  M.  Quesnay  from  his  office,  or  post,  as  long  as 
he  may  chuse  to  retain  the  same;  but  his  successors  to  be  entirely 
at  the  disposal  and  direction  of  the  said  Councellors,  Patrons  or 
Trustees. 

V.  No  masters  shall  be  appointed  without  being  previously 
examined  and  approved  of  by  the  said  Councellors,  Patrons,  and 
Trustees,  from  whom,  and  Mr.  Quesnay,  their  commission  must  be 
obtained;  (excepting  those  who  may  be  sent  for  by  Mr.  Quesnay 
from  Europe)  and,  as  a  stimulus  to  genius  and  merit,  the  masters 
will  be  allowed  to  have  benefit  concerts,  balls,  or  other  entertain- 
ments, as  an  addition  to  their  annual  salary. 

VI.  The  Councellors,  Patrons  and  Trustees  aforesaid  agree 
that  the  said  Alexander  M.  Quesnay  shall  have  power  to  regulate 
and  fix  the  prices  of  the  different  schools  during  his  life,  or  con- 
tinuance in  his  office.  He  engaging  upon  his  honor  to  make  them 
as  reasonable  as  possible,  to  evince  his  respect  and  attention  to  the 
interests  of  the  public,  to  whom  he  professes  himself  entirely 
devoted;  but  after  his  death,  or  resignation  of  his  charge,  the  said 
trustees  to  act  as  they  think  proper  in  this  respect. 

VII.  The  said  Councellors,  Patrons,  and  Trustees  to  retain  their 
places  so  long  as  they  may  think  proper;  and  in  the  election  of 
others  the  said  Alexander  M.  Quesnay,  and  his  successors  shall  have 
a  vote. 

VIII.  The  said  twelve  Councellors,  Patrons  and  Trustees  are  to 
have  free  access  to  the  Academy  whenever  they  think  proper, 
whether  during  the  entertainments  or  not. 

IX.  For  raising   a   suitable   fund   to   support  the  Academy  of 
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polite  Arts  with  the  dignity  which  the  plan  requires,  without  being 
burthensome  to  the  public  there  will  be  every  winter  season  two 
sets  of  Assemblies;  one  to  be  held  on  Thursday,  and  the  other  on 
Monday  in  the  ensuing  week;  that  of  Thursday  to  be  called  The 
Society  Assembly,  to  which  only  the  subscribers,  and  those  that 
are  recommended  by  two  of  the  managers  shall  be  admitted: 
That  of  Monday  shall  be  called,  The  Academy  Assembly,  at  which 
the  scholars  only  shall  be  permitted  to  dance,  but  spectators  will 
notwithstanding  be  admitted  on  their  subscribing,  or  purchasing  a 
ticket  of  admittance.  On  these  nights  there  will  always  be  some 
select  piece  of  music,  scenery,  or  other  amusement  suited  to  entertain 
the  company  in  the  most  agreeable  manner. 

X.  On  the  second  Monday  of  May,  in  every  year,  there  shall  be  a 
general  examination  of  all  the  branches  taught  in  the  Academy,  at 
which  as  many  spectators  will  be  welcome  as  the  Academy  will 
contain. 

XI.  To  extend  the  utility  of  the  said  Academy,  and  evince,  that 
the  desire  of  the  said  Alexander  M.  Quesnay  is  to  promote  the 
public  good,  he  engages  himself  to  take  thirteen  children  every  four 
years,  from  the  age  of  fourteen  to  eighteen,  and  have  them  instructed 
in  such  branches  of  learning  as  their  genius  may  appear  most  suited 
to;  and  shall  be  treated  with  such  regard  and  respect  as  never  to 
hurt  their  feelings;  for  which  trouble  and  expence  he  will  require 
nothing  more  than  their  good  conduct  and  behavior  on  their  part. 
The  children  are  to  belong  to  respectable  inhabitants  of  this  state, 
whose  private  fortune  may  have  been  injured  by  the  war,  and 
those  of  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army  of  the  United  States: 
It  is  intended  they  shall  wear  the  uniform  of  the  Academy,  and  at 
the  end  of  the  four  years,  three  of  the  best  and  most  accomplished 
in  the  art  of  painting;  shall  be  sent  to  Italy,  to  be  compleated  in 
that  art;  which  mode  Mr.  Quesnay  will  recommend  to  his  suc- 
cessors. 

XII.  In  case  the  said  Alexander  M.  Quesnay  should  die,  or 
think  proper  to  relinquish  his  charge,  the  said  Councellors,  Patrons, 
and  Trustees  engage,  on  principles  of  the  strictest  honor  to  use 
their  best  endeavours  in  the  choosing  in  his  room  an  able  and 
worthy  person:  If  an  American,  he  shall  be  a  gentleman  of  sufficient 
fortune,  and  shall  not  engage  in  any  commercial,  or  other  business, 
that  his  attention  mav  be  devoted  to  the  natural  interest  of  the 
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Academy;  so  that  if  the  profits  should  fail,  he  may  be  able  to  supply 
the  loss  from  the  resources  of  his  private  fortune.  If  a  foreigner  he 
shall  be  a  gentleman  of  rank  in  his  native  country. 

XIII.  There  shall  be  thirteen  different  branches  taught  in  the 
Academy,  viz.  Italian,  German  and  French;  Painting,  in  every 
branch;  Geography,  Astronomy,  Architecture,  Fortification  and 
Surveying;  Music,  Riding,  Fencing  and  Dancing. 

N.  B.  Such  gentlemen  of  the  United  States  of  America  as  may 
think  the  above  plan  worthy  their  attention  and  encouragement, 
may  become  subscribers,  although  their  distance  from  this  city 
may  preclude  the  possibility  of  personal  application;  such  gentle- 
men will  please  to  apply  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  that  the  best 
masters,  and  necessary  instruments  may  be  speedily  procured  from 
Europe,  to  compleat  the  Academy. 

As  the  Academy  is  now  fitted  up  to  begin  several  branches:  if 
there  are  in  the  United  States  any  persons  capable  of  being  em- 
ployed as  masters,  very  great  encouragement  will  be  given  to  them 
according  to  their  merit;  but  none  need  apply  that  cannot  bring 
certificates  of  their  good  conduct  and  ability,  and  also  be  willing 
to  give  sufficient  security  for  their  future  conduct,  that  they  will 
not  raise  any  disturbance  in  the  Academy. 

***Mr.  Quesnay  has  invented  a  Celestial  and  Terrestrial  Globe, 
which  will  render  the  study  of  Geography  and  Astronomy  plain  and 
easy  to  the  most  ignorant.  But  being  unable  to  find  an  artist  in 
this  city  capable  to  construct  the  same,  he  will  be  under  the  necessity 
of  executing  the  design  himself,  which  will  retard  him  for  some 
time  before  he  can  exhibit  the  same  to  public  view. 

[New-York  Gazetteer  and  Country  Journal,  December  3,  1784.] 

We  are  requested  to  give  notice  to  the  public,  that  should  any 
person  presume  to  introduce,  at  any  time,  into  company  at  the 
Academy  of  Polite  Arts,  any  Woman  of  ill-fame,  proper  plans  are 
concerted  by  Mr.  Quesnay's  friends  to  disgrace  such  person,  and 
prosecute  the  perpetrator.  As  Mr.  Quesnay  means  to  preserve  the 
strictest  order  and  decorum  in  the  Academy,  he  suspects  none  but 
his  enemies  will  endeavour  to  disgrace  it. 

[Loudon's  New-York  Packet,  December  20,  1784. 
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ENGRAVING 

Ladies  and  gentlemen  who  would  be  pleased  to  favour  the  sub- 
scriber with  their  custom,  may  depend  on  having  their  work  well 
done.  Gold  watches,  and  tea-table  and  other  plate,  ornamented 
in  the  newest  fashion,  with  neatness  and  dispatch.  Gentlemen,  by 
sending  a  copy  of  any  blanks,  coats  of  arms,  &c,  may  have  them  done 
in  the  best  manner,  by  applying  to  their  humble  servant. 

PETER  MAVERICK,  No.  3,  Crown-Street, 
next  door  to  the  Quaker's  old  Meeting-house. 

N.B.     A  Lot  of  ground,  in  Dey-street,  to  be  sold.     Enquire  as 
above. 
The  New  York  Gazetteer,  January  11,  1785. 

Engraving  done  in  the  neatest  manner,  by  S.  Green,  No.  46, 

Broad-street. 
Loudon's  New  York  Packet,  February  21,  1785. 


PETER  LACOUR, 

No.  58  Nassau  Street, 

Scholar  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Painting  at  Paris. 

Respectfully  informs  the  Public  in  general  that  he  keeps  a  School 
of  Drawing,  for  Architecture,  Portraits,  Ornaments,  Landscapes, 
from  six  o'clock  till  eight  in  the  evening,  for  all  who  are  desirous  to 
learn  those  arts.  He  informs  that  his  manner  of  teaching  is  speedy 
and  easy,  and  engages  himself  in  the  space  of  three  months  to  form 
a  scholar  upon  the  most  elegant  plan,  and  least  complicated,  pro- 
vided he  has  an  inclination  to  learn,  and  a  little  capacity- 
He  proposes  to  take  only  12  scholars  for  Architecture.  He 
likewise  teaches  young  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  abroad,  who  desire 
to  be  instructed  at  their  own  houses. 

The  New  York  Gazetteer  and  The  Country  Journal,  December  6, 
i7«5- 
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EXHIBITION  OF  THE  ROYAL  ACADEMY 

"The  President  has  called  forth  in  his  celebrated  Venus,  the 
magic  powers  of  his  pencil,  and  has  added  all  the  glow  and  brilliancy 
of  colour,  to  the  enchanting  sweetness  of  the  cytherean  character 
and  expression;  the  Prince  may  be  ranked  as  the  first  portrait  in  the 
room.  Loutherborough  has  produced  several  wonderful  land- 
scapes. Copley  has  painted  a  capital  group  of  the  three  youngest 
princesses;  we  could  wish  that  the  background  had  been  more 
subordinate,  and  that  his  eye  had  been  attentive  to  the  greatness 
of  distribution  which  alone  constitutes  fine  art.  West  has  brought 
forward  another  of  his  suites  of  Windsor  pictures.  Indeed  we  must 
confess  the  exhibition  much  obliged,  not  only  to  those  gentlemen, 
but  to  the  two  other  ingenious  American  artists,  Stuart  and  Brown, 
who  have  this  year  distinguished  themselves,  and  given  great  proofs 
of  their  promising  abilities:  Stuart  sends  three,  among  which,  the 
naval  officer  holds  a  conspicuous  rank: — Brown  exhibits  six,  some 
of  which  are  the  most  pleasing  female  portraits  in  the  room." 

Portraits  of  Sir  William  Pepperrell's  children,  by  Brown.  A 
charming  composition  by  a  promising  American  artist,  the  trees 
seem  unfinished  and  hard,  but  the  figures  happily  disposed,  the 
characters  beautiful,  and  the  whole  coloured  true  to  nature. 

A  Lady,  by  Brown.  The  chief  d'ouvre  of  this  young  artist,  the 
taste  of  disposition  exquisite,  and  a  charming  imitation  of  a  beau- 
tiful woman. 

A  strong  likeness  of  Sir  William  Pepperrell,  by  M.  Brown.  The 
colour  of  the  drapery  is  ill  chosen,  but  the  picture  has  merit. 

We  are  informed  that  our  countryman,  Mr.  Brown,  whose  repu- 
tation as  a  painter  is  growing  with  the  most  astonishing  rapidity, 
has  lately  sent  over  to  America,  as  a  present  to  the  University  at 
Cambridge,  the  Copperplate  engravings  of  two  Scripture  pieces, 
viz.,  "The  passion  scene,"  and  "The  Annunciation,"  he  has  lately 
painted  for  a  new  church  erected  in  London. — The  Connoisseurs 
there  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  execution  of  the  above 
pieces,  and  the  copperplate  representations  thereof,  are  done  by  a 
masterly  hand. 

The  New  York  Gazetteer,  and  The  Country  Journal,  December 
30,  1785- 
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LIBERTY  POLE,  NEW  YORK  CITY,  1770. 
By  Charles  M.  Lefferts 


THE  LIBERTY  POLE  ON  THE  COMMONS 

The  erection  of  the  first  Liberty  Pole  in  what  is  now  City  Hall 
Park,  on  June  4,  1766,  the  twenty-eighth  Birthday  of  King  George 
the  Third,  was  the  outcome  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act  by  the 
British  Parliament  on  March  18,  1766,  in  which  the  rejoicings  of 
the  populace  were  celebrated  over  the  entire  country. 

In  New  York  City  the  celebration  is  thus  described  in  Wey- 
man's  New  York  Gazette  of  June  9,  1766: 

.  .  .  "nothing  was  wanting  to  complete  it  from  four  o'Clock  in 
the  Morning,  till  12  at  Night:  The  two  Oxen  were  roasted,  on  the 
Common,  which,  together  with  a  Quantity  of  Beer,  with  Bread  and 
Bisket  was  given  to  the  People  assembled,  they  constantly  shouting 
a  return  of  Thanks  for  the  late  Repeal  on  the  18th  of  March  1766, 
of  an  Act  which  passed  the  Legislature  at  Home  on  the  short- 
sighted 22d  Day  of  March,  1765.  As  usual  the  Fort  Guns  gave  a 
Royal  Salute  of  21  at  12  o'Clock,  [our  Battery  Ones  not  being  yet 
drill'd,]  this  was  instantly  answered  by  the  Cannon  on  the  Common: 
At  One  o'Clock  his  Majesty's  Ships  began  to  play,  and  did  it  with 
great  Spirit;  all  the  Vessels  were  decorated,  many  Houses  paid  the 
same  Compliment  to  the  Day  with  Flags,  Streamers,  &c.  and  there 
was  hardly  an  Individual  to  be  found  who  did  not  show  a  peculiar 
Animation.  The  whole  Afternoon  was  spent  with  great  Festivity 
and  good  Will  one  to  the  other  from  the  First  in  the  Administra- 
tion downwards,  on  the  Commemoration.  The  Evening  was 
introduced  scarce  to  be  parallelled,  by  Illuminations,  Fire  Works, 
Representations  of  Personages,  Crowns,  Coat  of  Arms,  &c.  at  the 
Front  of  Houses  and  Windows;  large  Bonfires  were  made  with  the 
proper  Combustibles;  and  we  do  not  hear  of  any  Disaster  or 
Incivility  that  happened  throughout  the  Whole;  undoubtedly  then 
our  Loyalty  was  exhibited  with  the  utmost  Decorum. — There  were 
some  Bucks  broke  out  early  next  Morning,  occasioned  from  the 
Effects  of  Madeira,  but,  as  they  all  kept  a  head,  none  could  over- 
take them;  to  such  it  would  be  needful!  to  hint,  that  however  their 
Transactions  may  be  overlooked  for  the  present,  'the  Pitcher  seldom 
goes  so  often  to  the  Well,  but  comes  home  broke  at  last.' 

A  grand  and  very  elegant  Entertainment  was  prepared  by  Order 
of  the  principal  Inhabitants  at  the  House  of  Mr.  George  Burns,  at 
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the  New  York  Arms  in  the  Broad-Way;  which  was  honour'd  w 
the  presence  of  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  General,  Milit 
Officers,  the  Clergy,  Gentlemen  of  the  City,  and  Strangers  :- 
consisted  of  many  Covers,  and  produced  near  three  hundred  Disl 
The  Company  was  very  large,  and  being  Gentlemen  none  can  s 
pose  any  Impropriety  could  happen." 

Forty-one  toasts  were  drank  on  this  occasion. 

Holt's  New  York  Gazette  or  the  Weekly  Post-Boy  on  June 
1766,  similarly  describes  the  celebration  with  the  further  rema 
that:  "At  the  other  End  of  the  Common,  were  fixed  25  Pieces 
Cannon,  and  at  the  Top  of  a  Mast,  a  Flag-Staff,  with  Colours  < 
played."  This  Mast  with  flagstaff  was  the  first  Liberty  Pole 
the  Commons. 

The  fate  of  this  first  pole  is  related  in  Holt's  New  York  Gaz 
or  the  Weekly  Post  Boy  for  August  14,  1766,  viz.: 

"On  Sunday  Night  last,  [August  10,  1766]  the  Mast  or  F 
Staff,  erected  on  the  Common,  at  the  Time  of  public  Rejoicing 
his  Majesty's  Birth  Day,  for  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp-Act, 
standing  inscribed  with  the  Names  of  his  Majesty,  Mr.  Pitt,  ; 
Liberty,  as  a  Monument  of  that  happy  Event,  and  Gratitude 
those  by  whom  it  was  accomplished,  was  cut  down,  by  some  of 
Soldiers,  belonging  to  the  28th  Regiment,  quartered  in  the  Barrac 
and  as  it  appeared  by  several  Depositions,  to  have  been  done 
Way  of  Insult  to  the  Town,  it  gave  great  Uneasiness,  and  the  n 
Day  occasion'd  two  Frays  between  the  Town  People  and 
Soldiers,  a  small  Number  of  each,  in  which  two  or  three  w 
wounded,  and  several  hurt,  by  the  Soldiers.  It  appears  by  mi 
Affidavits,  that  the  Soldiers  were  intirely  the  Aggressors:  And 
People  are  in  general  very  uneasy  that  such  a  Number  of  arr 
Men,  without  any  visible  Occasion  for  them,  are  station'd  among 
and  suffer'd  to  patrol  the  Streets,  as  in  a  Military  or  conque 
Town." 

The  second  liberty  pole,  erected  shortly  after  the  destruction 
the  first,  was  cut  down  on  September  23  1766,  and  the  third  p 
was  erected  the  following  day,  September  24,  1766.  Holt's  New  Y 
Gazette;  or  Weekly  Post-Boy  for  Thursday,  September  25,  17 
notices  the  affray  as  follows : 

"The  Mast  or  Flag  Staff  on  the  Common,  which  was  lately  < 
down,  and  occasion'd  a  good  deal  of  Disturbance  in  this  City,  v 
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TH  E  Lieutenant  Governor 
declares  he  will  do  nothing  in 
Relation  to  the  STAMPS,  but 

leave  it  to  Sir  Henry  Moore,  to  do^as 
Le   pleafes5   on   his   Arrival.     Council 

Chamber,  New- Yoric,  Nov.  2    1765. 

By  Order  of  his  Honour, 
Gw.  f  anyar,  D.  CI.  Con. 

The  Governor  acquainted  Judge  Li- 

'ting/Ion,  the  Mayor,  Mr.  Beverly  Robin- 
Jon,  and  Mr,  John  Stroens^  this  Morning, 
being  Monday  the  4th  of  November,  that 
he  would  not  iffue,  -nor  fuffer  to  be  if- 
fued,  any  of  the  STAMPS  now  in  Fort- 
George.  ■  Robert  R*  Livkgjion. 
John  Cruger9 
Beverly  Robin/on, 
John  Stevens. 
The  Freemen,  Freeholders,  and  In- 
habitants of  this  City,  being  fatisfied  that 
the  STAMPS  are  not  to  be  iffued, '  are 
determined  to  keep  the  Peace  of  the  Ci- 
ty, at  all  Events,  >  except  they  fhouid 
have  other  Caufe  of  Complaint., 


A  POSTER  WHICH  REFLECTS  THE  ATTITUDE  OF  THE  INHABITANTS  OF  NEW  YORK 
TOWARDS  THE  STAMP  ACTJN  1765. 
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on  Tuesday  Night  cut  down  again,  and  Yesterday  another  wai 
the  Inhabitants  erected  in  its  place. 

The  Authors  of  this  Insult  are  not  yet  certainly  known,  but  i 
particular  persons  are  suspected."  .  .  . 

From  the  newspapers  of  the  day  it  is  apparent  that  the  Bi 
soldiers  quartered  in  the  City  did  not  live  in  harmony  with 
Inhabitants  and  various  disturbances  were  reported  from  tin 
time.  The  First  Anniversary  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Ac 
March  18th,  1767,  was  another  signal  for  an  outbreak  on  the 
of  the  Soldiers  who  again  cut  down  the  liberty  pole,  the  third 
erected. 

Holt's  New  York  Journal  for  March  26,  1767,  Supplement 
traordinary,  describes  this  event,  viz.: 

"A  few  very  mischievous  Spirits  among  the  Soldiery,  supp 
to  be  of  the  lowest  Rank,  quarter'd  in  the  Barracks  in  this  < 
have  again  for  this  Week  past  been  endeavouring  to  raise  111 
and  Disturbance,  between  the  Citizens  and  the  Soldiers. 
Causes  of  such  a  malevolent  Disposition  towards  the  inhabil 
is  unknown,  as  well  as  the  Persons  possessed  of  it. — It  par 
larly  shews  itself  on  Occasions  when  every  true  Friend  to  the 
lish  Nation  and  Government,  every  one  who  wishes  its  Prospe 
and  the  preservation  of  its  happy  Constitution,  would  feel  D 
sitions  of  a  quite  opposite  Kind, — an  affectionate  regard  for  a  P< 
so  firmly  attach'd  to  that  Constitution  which  is  the  Glory 
Happiness  of  Englishmen,  so  Loyal  to  his  Majesty,  and  resoli 
determin'd  to  defend  and  support,  at  the  hazard  of  their  Lives 
Fortunes,  Him,  and  ever  Order  in  the  Nation,  in  the  full  enjoyi 
of  their  just  Rights  and  Privileges. — Such  Principles  and  Tern 
universally  prevalent  with  the  People  here,  which  would  hav< 
dear'd  them  to  every  true  Englishman,  excites  it  seems,  the  En 
of  those  lurking  Foes  to  Peace  and  good  Order,  to  Liberty 
Happiness,  to  the  British  King  and  Government. 

After  the  Entertainments  on  Wednesday  the  18th  Inst,  ment: 
in  our  last,  (in  Commemoration  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp- 
which,  if  it  had  taken  place  must  have  ruin'd  the  whole  Bi 
Empire;)  the  Evening  having  concluded  with  great  good  Hui 
and  Harmony. — The  Mast  erected  on  the  Common,  inscribe 
His  Majesty,  Mr.  Pitt,  and  Liberty,  on  occasion  of  the  Repeal, 
in  the  Night  cut  down.    Next  Day  the  Inhabitants  erected  ano 
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Niw~Tork,  May  20,   1766, 

Joy  to  AMERICA ! 

At  3  this  Day  arrived  here  an  Exprefs  from  Eojlon 
with  the  following  moll  glorious  News,  on  which 
U.  Gaine  congratulates  the  Friends  of  America,     ' 
Bofton,  Friday  n  o'Clock,  16th  May,   ij66. 

*This  Day  arrived  here  the  Brig  Harrifon,  belong- 
ing to  jfohn  Hancock^  Efq;  Capt.  Shubael  Coffin, 
in  6  Weeks  and  2.  Days  from  London,  with  the 
following  moil  agreeable  Intelligence,  viz. 

From  the    LONDON   GAZETTE. 

Jfcftmwflcr,  March   i8/>  ■ 
£^~M""~^HI§  day  his  Majefty  came  to  the  houfe  of 

§  Peers,  and  being  in  his  royal  robes,  feated 
JL  on  the  throne,  with  the  ufiial  folemnity, 
Sir  Frauds  Mofincauxfitntlzmzvi  uiher  of  the  black 
rod  was  fent  with  a  Meflage  from  his  Majefty  to 
the  houfe  of  commons,  commanding  their  atten- 
dance in  the  houfe  of  peers.  The  commons  being* 
come  thither  accordingly,  his  Majefty  was  pleafed 
to  give  his'  Royal  'Aflent  to 

An  ACT  to  Repeal  an  Act-,  made  the  laft  Seffion  of  Parlia- 
ment, entitled,  '  An  Act  for  granting  and  applying  certain  jftamp  ' 
Duties,  and  other  Duties  in  the  Brittjb  Colonies  and  Plantation^ 
in  America*  towards  further  defraying  the  .Expences  of  defend- 
ing, protecting,  and  fecuring  the  fame  ;  and  for  mending  {weir 
Parts  of  the  federal  Ads  of  Parliament  relating  to  the  Trade  ana 
Revenues  of  the  laid  Colonies  and  Plantations,  as  dire£t  the 
Manner  of  determining  and  recovering  the  Penalties  and  For- 
feitures therein  mentioned. 

When  his  Majefly  went  to  the  Houfe  he  was  accompanied  by  greater  Num- 
bers of  People  than  ever  teas  known  on  the  like  Occajion  ;  many  Copies  cf  the 
Repeal  were  fent  to  Fafmottth,  to  be  forwarded  to  America  ;  and-all  the  Fejjcls 
in  the  Rhir  Thames  hound  to  America,  had  Orders  to  fail. 

5  o'Clock,  P.  M.  Since  composing  the  Above  an  Exprefs  arrived  fromPhiladilphia  with  a 
Confirmation  m  the  Rcpeai,  and  that  a  punted  Copy  of  it  by  the  King's  Printer  lay  in  the  Coffee-  -  % 
Houfe  tor  the  Ferula!  of  the  ft*biic.K 


NOTICE  OF  THE  REPEAL  OF  THE  STAMP-ACT  WHICH  OCCASIONED  THE  ERECTION 
OF  THE  FIRST  LIBERTY  POLE,  JANUARY  4,  1766. 
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more  large  and  substantial,  secured  with  Iron  to  a  considerable 
height  above  Ground:  The  same  Night  attempts  were  made  both 
to  cut  it  down,  and  to  undermine  and  dig  it  down — but  without 
effect.  On  Saturday  Night,  the  21st,  there  was  an  attempt  to 
destroy  it  by  Gun-Powder,  by  boring  a  hole,  and  charging  it  with 
Powder,  but  this  also  fail'd. — Next  Night  Sunday — a  strong  Watch 
was  set  by  the  Citizens,  at  an  adjacent  House;  a  small  Company  of 
Soldiers  in  the  Night  appear'd  with  their  Coats  turn'd,  arm'd  with 
Bayonets  and  Sticks,  but  no  Guns. — Some  of  the  Watch  went  out, 
ask'd  who  they  were,  and  their  Business?  But  received  no  satis- 
factory Answer:  They  then  drew  up  before  the  Door  where  the 
Watch  was  kept,  but  after  a  few  Words,  thought  proper  to  retire. 
On  Monday  about  6  in  the  Evening,  a  party  of  Soldiers  march'd  by 
the  Post,  and  as  they  passed  by  Mr.  Bardin's  Tavern  fir'd  their 
Muskets,  two  of  which  were  pointed  at  the  House;  next  Morning 
it  was  found  that  a  Ball  had  been  fired  thro'  the  House,  and  another 
into  one  of  the  Timbers. — On  Tuesday  about  I  o'clock  in  the 
Afternoon,  the  same  party  as  it  is  supposed,  took  a  Ladder  from  a 
new  Building,  which  they  carried  to  the  Barracks,  and  were  from 
thence  proceeding  towards  the  post — but  being  seen  by  an  Officer 
he  stop'd  and  turn'd  them  back — and  notice  of  this  Behaviour  of 
the  Soldiers,  getting  to  the  Governor  and  General  and  the  Magis- 
trates of  the  City, — we  hear  strict  Orders  were  immediately  given 
and  effectual  Measures  taken  to  prevent  Disturbance,  or  any  the 
like  future  Occasion  of  it;  since  which  all  has  been  quiet,  and  we 
hope  this  Matter,  in  itself  trivial,  and  only  consider'd  as  of  Im- 
portance by  the  Citizens,  as  it  shew'd  an  intention  to  offend  and 
insult  them, — will  occasion  no  farther  Difference." 

As  noted  in  the  above  contemporary  account  the  fourth  Liberty 
pole  was  erected  on  March  19,  1767.  This  stood  until  January  16, 
1770  when  it  was  destroyed  after  an  unsuccessful  attack  upon  it  on 
January  13,  1770  which  is  described  in  Holt's  New  York  Journal 
for  Thursday,  January  18,  1770  in  the  following  language: 

"Saturday  Night  last,  a  Number  of  Men  belonging  to  the  16th 
Regiment,  quartered  in  this  City,  made  an  Attempt  to  cut  down 
the  Liberty  Pole  in  the  Fields,  by  sawing  off  the  Spurs  around  it, 
and  afterwards  attempted  to  blow  it  up,  by  boring  a  Hole  in  the 
Pole,  which  they  filled  with  Powder,  and  set  Fire  to  it;  but  all  their 
Endeavours  were  in  vain;   the  Pole  being  so  well  secured  with  Iron 
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that  they  could  not  penetrate  it,  so  that  they  could  not  accomplish 
their  Design: — They  then  sallied  forth  in  a  furious  Manner,  with 
their  Bayonets  drawn,  upon  a  small  Number  of  Gentlemen,  (who 
were  standing  near  the  House  of  Mr.  Mountanye)  when  they 
entered  the  House,  after  having  destroyed  all  the  Front  Windows; 
— one  of  the  Soldiers  made  a  Thrust  with  his  Bayonet  at  a  Person, 
which  he  parrying  with  his  Hand,  only  received  a  slight  Wound  in 
the  Forehead; — After  which  some  of  their  Officers  interposing,  they 
retired  to  their  Barracks." 

The  destruction  of  the  fourth  Liberty  Pole,  which  provoked  the 
skirmish  on  "Golden  Hill"  referred  to  as  the  first  conflict  of  the 
Revolution,  broadened  the  breach  between  the  soldiers  and  the 
inhabitants  to  such  an  extent  that  resolutions  were  passed  not  to 
employ  soldiers  upon  any  terms  whatsoever,  but  to  treat  them  with 
contempt.  A  hand  bill  which  had  been  circulated,  calling  a  meeting 
of  the  inhabitants  to  discuss  the  "Billetting  Act,"  desired  the 
populace  to  meet  at  the  Liberty  Pole  on  the  17th  of  January,  but 
it  was  found  when  they  gathered  there  that  it  had  been  cut  down 
during  the  night.  The  "Billetting  Act"  and  the  "Resolves"  are 
plainly  set  forth  in  Parker's  New  York  Gazette  for  January  22,  1770, 
viz.: 

"When  our  Assembly  granted  Two  Thousand  Pounds,  for  the 
Support  of  the  Troops,  it  was  understood  that  a  great  Part  of  the 
Thousand  Pounds  immediately  to  be  given  for  that  Purpose,  out 
of  the  Treasury,  was  to  be  appropriated  to  discharge  an  Arrearage 
due  to  sundry  persons,  for  Articles  that  they  had  furnished.  The 
Discharge  of  these  Debts,  was  used  as  an  Argument  by  the  Advo- 
cates, who  were  for  granting  Billetting  Money,  why  such  Grant 
should  be  made,  urging  that  a  great  Part  of  the  Money  to  be  given, 
was  already  due  to  some  of  the  Inhabitants.  It  was  therefore  very 
alarming  to  the  Friends  of  Liberty  in  this  City,  to  learn,  that  a 
Number  of  Memorials,  from  Officers  and  other  Persons,  had  been 
sent  to  the  Lieut.  Governor,  and  by  him  to  the  General  Assembly, 
desiring  them  to  make  Provision  for  the  Arrearage  and  Room  Rent, 
&c.  and  what  greatly  added  to  their  Anxiety  was,  that  if  these 
Demands  were  paid,  as  it  would  be  for  Debts  contracted  by  and 
for  the  Army,  it  would  be  a  literal  Compliance  with  the  Mutiny 
(otherwise  called  the  Billetting)  Act;  which  requires,  That  the 
Articles  shall  first  be  furnished,  and  the  Debts  accrue,  and  then  the 
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Person  or  Persons,  that  had  paid  for  Beer,  Vinegar,  Bedding,  &c. 
shall  apply  to  the  Assembly  of  the  Colony,  where  such  Troops  were 
quartered;  who  are  to  make  Provision  for  the  Payment  of  such 
Sums,  'in  such  Manner  as  the  Public  Charges  for  the  Provinces 
respectively  are  raised/  They  being  entirely  at  a  Loss  to  know, 
what  Resolution  the  House  would  come  to,  on  the  Subject;  and  as 
the  Matter  was  very  important,  they  determined  on  calling  the 
People  together,  in  order  to  take  their  Sentiments  on  it.  Accord- 
ingly an  Hand  Bill  was  sent  thro'  the  City,  desiring  the  Inhabitants 
to  meet  at  Liberty  Pole,  on  Wednesday  the  17th  Instant,  at  12 
o'Clock,  where  a  vast  Number  of  them  met,  of  all  Ranks,  not  less 
than  3000.  The  Liberty  Pole  being  cut  down  the  Night  before  by 
the  Soldiers;  the  Gentleman  that  was  appointed  to  address  the 
People,  began,  by  informing  them  of  the  Design  of  its  Erections, 
and  recommended  to  the  Inhabitants  in  very  pathetic  Terms,  to 
drop  all  Party  Differences,  and  unite  in  supporting  their  common 
Liberties;  and  then  proceeded  to  read  the  following  Resolutions, 
which  were  agreed  to;  and  after  the  other  Business  was  finished, 
they  were  signed  by  the  most  of  the  Inhabitants  that  then  met. 
He  then  asked  them,  Whether  they  would  signify  their  Abhorrence 
to  a  compliance  with  the  Mutiny  or  Billetting  Act?  which  they  did 
universally,  by  holding  up  their  Hands,  and  loud  Huzzas.  Upon 
which  he  proposed  to  them,  to  appoint  a  Committee  that  should 
call  the  People  together,  as  Occasion  may  require,  which  they  ac- 
cordingly did. 

It  is  very  alarming  at  this  important  Crisis,  notwithstanding  the 
humane  and  benevolent  Treatment,  that  the  Troops  quartered  in 
this  City,  have  received  from  the  Colony,  and  this  City  in  particular; 
(altho'  we  have  great  Ground  to  suspect  they  are  not  stationed  here 
to  protect  us)  that  they  should  be  so  ungrateful  and  insulting  to 
the  Citizens,  as  to  make  several  Attempts  to  blow  up  and  cut  down 
the  Liberty  Pole,  which  has  been  erected  as  a  Memorial  of  Freedom. 
This  base  Conduct  is  an  incontestible  Proof,  that  they  are  not  only 
Enemies  to  the  Peace  and  good  Order  of  this  City;  but  that  they 
manifest  a  Temper,  devoted  to  destroy  the  least  Monument, 
raised  to  shew  the  laudable  Spirit  of  Liberty,  that  prevails  among 
the  Inhabitants:  And  as  the  same  diabolical  Spirit  will  naturally 
dispose  them  to  use  their  utmost  Endeavours  to  enslave  us;  they 
must  be  considered  by  all  Men,  who  are  actuated  by  a  free  Spirit 
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To      The     PUBLIC. 

WHOEVER  ferioufly  confiders  the  impomilncd  State  of  this  Ciryy 
efptciaily  of  many  of  the  poor  Inhabitants  o't  it,  mult  be  great- 
ly furprifco*  at  the  Conduct  oi  fueh  of  them  as  employ  the 
Soldiers,  when  there  arc  a  Number  oi  the  former  that  want 
I  Employment  to  fupport  their  diftreifed  Families.  Every  Man  of  Senfe  a- 
mongft  us  knows  that  the  Army  is  not  kept  here  to  protect,  but  to  en- 
slave us  ;  and  notwithstanding  our  AfTemblics  have  given  raft  Sums.of  Mo- 
ney to  provide  them  with  fueh  JNeccfFarics  which  many  oi  the  good  Burg- 
ers want. 

Thefe  Supplies  are  paid  'by  a  Tax  on  the  Coionv,  a  third  of  which  is 
the  Quota  lor  this  City  and  County.  Add  to  rl.L  Burthen  the  heavy  laity 
we  pay  on  Sugar,  §sfV.  which  fo  greatly  diitrelTes  our  Trade,  and  has  fo  jm- 
pqverilried  this  City,  that  many  of  i*s  former  Inhabitants  huve  removed,  and 
others  that  remain,  are,  foi  want  of  Employ,,  unable  to  fupport  tbemklves 
and  are  thereby  become  a  public  Charge.  'J  his  might,  in  a  great  Meafure, 
be  prevented  with  Comfort  to  their  diitreiled  Families,  and  a  Avi-j-  to  the 
Community,  if  the  Employers  of  Labourers  would  attend  to  it  \,uh  that 
Care  and  Benevolence  that  a  Citizen  owes' to  his  Neighbour  by  employing 
him.  Is  it  not  enough  that  you  pay  Taxes  lor  Bilk  ting  Money  to  fuppoit 
the -Soldiers,  and  a  Poor  Tax,  to  maintain  many  of  their  Whores  and 
Baftards  in  the  Work-Houfe,  without  giving  them  the  Employment  of  the 
Poof, -who  \ou  muft  fupport  if  yuud.aft  employ  then,  which  adds  greatly 
tofwell  your  Poor  Tax  ?  ]  hope  my  I'M  low  Citizens' will  take  tins  Matter 
into  Confederation,  and  not  countenance  aSttt  of  Men  w'o  are  hnunies 
to  Liberty,  and  at  the  Beck  of  Tyrants  tocnilave.  i.fpetiallv  when  it  will 
bring  on  you  the  juft  Reproaches  of  the  PoorflkJF -\perience  has  convinced 
us,  that  good  Ufagc  makes  Soldiers  Infolentand  Ungrateful;  a.l  the  Money 
that  you  have  hitherto  given  them,  has  only  taught  them  to  defpife  and 
intuit  you.  This  is  evident  in  a  great  Number  of  them,  attempting  laft 
Saturday  Night  to  blow  up  the  Liberty-Pole,  which  they  had  near  effected 
if  fome  of  the  Inhabitants  had  not  dsfcovered  them.  They  had  Time  to 
Saw  the  Braces,'  and  bore' a  hole  in  the  Pole,  which  they  filled  with  Powder, 
and  plugged  it  up,  in  order  to  fet  Fire  to  it  *,  which  was  discovered  by  a 
Perfon  at  Mr.  Mont  an  yes  :  They  in  Rcfentment  broke  Seventy-Six  Squares 
of  his  Windows,  entered  his  Houfe,  and  flopped  him  in  the  PalTige  with 
Swords,  and  threatned  if  he  ftirred  to  take  his  Life,  which  fo  intimidated 
the  People  in  the  Houfe,  that  they  were  induced  to  go  out  of  the  Win- 
dows. Not  fatisfted  with  this  atrocious  Wickednefs,  they  broke  two  of 
his  Lamps,  andfeveral  Bowls,  and  that  they  might  the  better  accomplish 
their  Defigns,  they  pofted  Sentinels  in  the  Roads  that  leads  to  Li!;e;  ty- 
Pole,  to  prevent  their  being  difcovcrcd.  This  and  worfe  would  be  the 
Treatment  we  might  expect  if  there  were  a  greater  Number  of  them.  It's 
hoped  that  this  Conduct  with  the  former  Coniiderations  will  be  fuilicient, 
to  prevent  any  Friend  to  Liberty  from  Employing  any  oi  them 
for  the  future.  There  is  a  Matter  of  the  utmoft  Importance  to  the  Liber- 
ties of  the  good  People  of  this  Colony  and  the  Continent  now  before  the 
Aftembly.  All  the  Friends  to  Liberty  that  incline  to  bear?  a  Testimony  a- 
gainft  a  literal  Compliance  with  the  Mutiny  Act,  [otherwife  called  the 
Billeting  Actj  are  defired  to  meet  at  Liberty-Pole,  at  Twelve  o'clock, 
Wedqefday  next,  which  will  be  on  the  17  th  Inilant,  where  the  whole 
tter  fhaU  be  communicated  to  them. 

New-York,  January  15th,  1770.  B  R  U  T  I   S. 


BROADSIDE  ISSUED  AFTER  THE  ATTACK  ON  MONTANYE'S  TAVERN,  BROADWAY 
AND  MURRAY  STREET,  JANUARY  13,  1770. 
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of  Liberty,  as  Enemies,  mortal  Enemies,  to  all  that  is  dear  and 
valuable  to  Englishmen.    Impressed  by  these  Considerations,  We 

RESOLVE,  That  we  will  not  employ  any  Soldier,  on  any  Terms 
whatsoever;  but  that  we  will  treat  them  with  all  that  Abhorrence 
and  Contempt  which  the  Enemies  of  our  happy  Constitution, 
deserve.  And  whereas  many  of  them  have  repeatedly  travelled 
the  Streets  of  this  City,  in  the  Night,  with  Arms,  with  which  they 
have  attempted  to  take  the  Lives  of  many  of  the  Citizens,  and  not- 
withstanding made  their  Escape,  and  thereby  eluded  the  Laws, 
and  passed  with  Impunity:  THEREFORE,  that  the  Inhabitants 
may  not  for  the  future  be  insulted,  and  put  in  Peril  of  their  Lives, 

RESOLVED,  That  if  any  Soldier  shall  be  found  in  the  Night 
having  Arms,  (except  Centinels  and  Orderly  Serjeants)  or  out  of 
the  Barracks  after  the  Roll  is  called,  such  as  are  found  even  without 
Arms,  and  behave  in  an  insulting  Manner,  shall  be  treated  as  Ene- 
mies to  the  Peace  of  this  City:  And  we  do  hereby  solemnly  engage, 
to  and  with  each  other,  That  we  will,  to  the  Utmost  of  our  Power, 
strictly  adhere  to  the  above  Resolutions,  and  if  possible  bring  the 
Transgressors  of  them,  to  condign  Punishment." 

Parker's  New  York  Weekly  Gazette  for  February  5,  1770  contains  a 
letter  from  "An  Impartial  Citizen"  addressed  "To  the  Printer"  in 
which  is  stated  that  the  writer  "endeavored  to  get  the  most  impartial 
account  of  the  Attempts  to  cut  down  the  Liberty-Pole,  and  the 
final  accomplishment  of  it."  .  .  .  "for  the  Information  of  the 
Public."  The  statements  of  this  writer  too  long  for  reprinting  in 
full  here,  is  perhaps  the  best  contemporary  account  of  the  Golden 
Hill  affray  and  the  events  leading  up  to  it.  From  the  account  it 
appears  that  on  the  night  of  Jan.  13,  1770  a  party  of  forty  soldiers 
attempted  to  cut  down  the  pole  by  boring  a  hole  in  it  which  they 
filled  with  powder  and  then  lighted  a  fuze.  During  these  operations 
they  were  discovered  and  the  people  in  Montanye's  Tavern  opposite 
being  informed  called  out  "Fire"  to  alarm  the  Inhabitants  who  were 
prevented  from  interfering  by  sentinels.  The  fuze  did  not  ignite 
the  powder  and  the  soldiers  were  hissed.  The  soldiers  thereupon 
attacked  Montanye's  Tavern,  insulted  the  Company  and  beat  the 
Waiter  and  destroyed  everything  possible.  Eighty-four  panes  of 
glass,  two  lamps  and  two  bowls  were  broken.  The  attempts  to 
destroy  the  pole  and  the  insulting  conduct  of  the  soldiers  so  enraged 
the  Inhabitants  that  some  of  them  issued  the  broadside  previously 
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referred  to  and  reproduced  here,  addressed  to  the  public,  dated 
January  15,  1770  and  signed  "Brutus."  The  broadside  requested 
the  Inhabitants  to  meet  at  the  Liberty  Pole  on  January  17th,  but 
at  one  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  16th,  the  soldiers  cut  down  the 
pole,  sawed  and  split  it  in  pieces,  and  carried  them  to  Mr.  Mon- 
tanye's  Door,  where  they  threw  them  down,  and  went  to  their 
barracks. 

The  meeting  the  next  day  caused  further  friction  with  the  soldiers 
and  an  affray  was  narrowly  averted.  On  Friday,  January  the  19th, 
the  soldiers  issued  a  broadside  which  they  posted  at  the  most  public 
places  and  threw  some  of  them  into  the  Mayor's  Entry.  It  began 
as  follows: 

"God  and  a  Soldier  all  Men  doth  adore 
In  Time  of  War,  and  not  before: 
When  the  War  is  over,  and  all  Things  righted, 
God  is  forgotten,  and  the  Soldier  slighted." 

The  poster  then  launched  an  attack  on  the  Sons  of  Liberty, 
calling  them  "enemies  to  society."  That  the  Liberty  Pole  was 
destroyed  "without  the  assistance  of  the  Army"  and  "how  chagrined 
those  pretended  Sons  of  Liberty  look  as  they  pass  thro'  the  streets, 
especially  as  these  great  heroes  thought  their  freedom  depended 
on  a  piece  of  wood."  It  referred  to  the  broadside  signed  "Brutus" 
as  a  seditious  libel  in  which  is  expressed  the  most  villanous  false- 
hoods against  the  soldiers,  and  finally  with  lauditory  remarks  about 
the  1 6th  Regiment  "who  always  gained  the  esteem  and  good  will 
of  the  Inhabitants  in  whatever  quarters  they  lay,"  and  that  their 
officers  will  act  impartially  for  them  in  hopes  that  they  and  every 
honest  heart,  "will  support  the  soldiers  wives  and  children."  .   .   . 

Isaac  Sears  and  Walter  Quackenbos  arrested  two  soldiers  in  the 
act  of  putting  up  one  of  these  posters  in  the  Fly  Market  and  asked 
them  what  business  they  had  to  put  up  libels  against  the  Inhabi- 
tants. They  thereupon  took  them  to  the  Mayor's  Office.  Twenty 
soldiers  who  were  informed  of  this  made  their  appearance  and 
demanded  the  two  soldiers  in  custody.  On  being  barred  from  en- 
tering the  door,  they  drew  their  arms  while  the  people  believing 
themselves  about  to  be  attacked,  tried  to  arm  by  going  to  some 
sleighs  that  were  near,  and  pulled  out  some  of  the  rungs.     The 
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To   the   Inhabitants    of  this    City. 

WHEREAS  fome  unhappy  Differences  have  lately  hap- 
pened between  the  Inhabitants  and  the  Soldiers  :  I  am 
authorized  to  inform  the  Publick,  That  to  avoid  the 
like  for  the  future,  Orders  are  hTued  by  the  General,  That  no 
Soldiers  are  to  go  out  of  their  Barracks,  off  Duty,  unlefs  under  the 
Command  of  a  Non-commiflioned  officer,  who  is  to  be  anfwerable 
for  the  orderly  Behaviour  of  the  Soldiers,  and  take  Care  that  they 
offer  no  Infult  to  the  Inhabitants  ;  and  this  Order  will  be  ft'ri&ly 
obferved  till  the  Amity  and  Friendfhip  that  mould  fubfift  among 
the  King's  Subjects,  is  rcftored  ;  and  in  Cafe  the  Citizens  abufe 
them,  they  are  to  endeavour  to  diicover  the  Offenders,  and  report 
them  to  a  Magiftrate,  that  they  may  be  proceeded  againft  ac- 
cording to  Law  :  Therefore  when  Soldiers  are  feen  marching  a- 
bout  in  Numbers,  the  Inhabitants  are  not  to  be  alarmed^  as  it 
will  be  in  Confequence  of  the  above-mentioned  Orders.  This 
Precaution  it  is  hoped,  will  prevent  further  F.vib,  reltore  Peace, 
and  quiet  the  Minds  of  the  People  ;  and  it  is  expected,  that  the 
Inhabitants,  on  their  Parts,  will  promote  every  good  Intention  to 
preferve  Peace  and  good  Order. 

JIlTllt'  W.  HICKS,  Mayor. 


PROCLAMATION  _0F.  MAYOR]  WHITEHEAD  HICKS  THREE  DAYS  AFTER  THE 
CONFLICT  ON  "GOLDEN  HILL." 
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Mayor  then  appeared  and  ordered  them  to  their  barracks.  After 
some  time  they  moved  up  the  Fly  and  turned  up  Golden  Hill  where 
the  most  serious  of  all  their  affrays  with  the  inhabitants  took  place. 

The  fifth  and  last  Liberty  Pole  was  erected  on  February  6th, 
1770.  Permission  for  its  erection  on  the  Commons  having  been 
refused  by  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  York,  it  was  found 
that  a  small  piece  of  land,  11  feet  wide  and  100  feet  long  near  the 
spot  where  the  other  poles  had  stood  was  privately  owned.  It  was 
immediately  purchased  by  Isaac  Sears  on  February  3,  1770  from 
Thomas  Arden  and  Mary  his  wife  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  the 
fifth  Liberty  Pole.  An  account  of  the  entire  proceedings  is  printed 
in  Gaine's  New  York  Gazette  for  February  5,  1770  and  in  Holt's 
New  York  Journal  for  Thursday,  February  8,  1770; 

Gaine's  New  York  Gazette  and  Weekly  Mercury  for  February  5, 
1770  contains  the  following: 

"At  a  Common  Council,  held  at  the  City-Hall  of  the  said  City, 
on  Friday  the  second  Day  of  February,  Anno  Domini,  One  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy. 
Present 
Whitehead  Hicks,  Esq.;   Mayor 

Mr.  Mayor  communicated  to  this  Board,  that  he  lately  received 
a  Letter  directed  to  him  in  the  Words  following. 
To  the  Worshipful  Whitehead  Hicks,  Esq;    Mayor  of  the  City  of 
New- York. 
Sir, 

A  very  great  Number  of  the  Inhabitants,  are  determined  to 
erect  another  LIBERTY  POLE,  as  a  Memorial  of  the  Repeal  of 
the  Stamp-Act:  They  consider  no  Place  so  proper  for  it,  as  that 
on  which  the  other  Pole  stood;  but  if,  contrary  to  all  Expectation, 
the  Corporation  should  not  be  disposed  to  give  Leave  to  have  it 
raised  there;  we  humbly  conceive  that  they  cannot  have  any 
Objection  to  its  being  fixed  opposite  Mr.  Vandenbergh's,  near  St. 
Paul's  Church,  a  small  Distance  from  where  the  two  Roads  meet, 
we  have  Reason  to  suppose  will,  next  to  the  other  Place,  be  most 
acceptable. 

If  the  Board  should  not  think  proper  to  grant  Liberty  for  its 
Erection  on  neither  of  the  above  Places,  as  in  that  Case  no  Monu- 
ment of  Freedom  will  appear  in  the  Fields,  (the  most  public  Place) 
the  People  are  resolved  to  procure  in  a  Place  in  the  Fields  on  private 
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Ground.  And  as  the  Pole  will  be  finished  in  a  few  Days,  we  ; 
appointed  a  Committee  to  wait  on  you  to  request  that  you  woi 
be  pleased  to  quicken  an  Answer  from  the  Corporation,  on  t 
Subject. 

We  are,  Worshipful  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Servants, 

Jacobus  Van  Zandt, 
Isaac  Sears, 
Joseph  Bull, 
Joseph  Drake, 
Alexander  McDougall. 
New-York, 
Jan.  20,  1770. 

Which  Letter  being  read:  A  Debate  thereupon  arose.  Whetl 
the  Request  therein  made,  should  be  granted;  and  the  Questi 
being  put  thereon,  it  was  carried  in  the  Negative,  in  Manner  folic 
ing. 

For  the  Negative.  For  the  Affirmative. 

Mr.  Recorder,  Aldm.  Brewerton, 

Aldm.  Filkin,  Aldm.  Blagge, 

Aldm.  Desbrosses,  Aldm.  Lott, 

Aldm.  Gautier,  Mr.  Abeel, 

Aldm.  Dyckman,  Mr.  Curtenius 

Mr.  Buyce,  Mr.  Van  Varick. 

Mr.  Jacob  Brewerton, 
Mr.  Huggit, 
Mr.  Van  Waganen. 
Ordered  therefore,  That  the  above  Application  be  rejected;   and  t 
same  is  hereby  accordingly  rejected." 

"New  York,  Feb.  7,  1770. 

TO  THE  PRINTER 

Sir, 

As  an  Account  of  the  late  Disturbances  between  the  Soldi* 
and  Inhabitants  of  this  City,  was  published  in  Mr.  Parker's  1; 
Paper,  which  I  shall  take  it  for  granted,  has  at  present  pretty  w 
satisfied  the  Curiosity  of  the  Town,  I  think  it  needless  at  this  Til 
to  repeat  any  Thing  in  that  Account.    Tho'  when  your  Paper  v> 
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To  the  Sons  of  Liberty  jn  this  City. 

Gentlemen, 

fT'S  well, known,  that  it  has  been  the  Cuftomf  of  all  Nations  to  erect  Monuments 
to  perpetuate  the  Remembrance  of  grand  Events.  Experience  has  proved,  that 
they  have  had  a  good  Effect  on  the  Poftcrity  of  tkofe  who  raifed  them,  efpe- 
dally  fuch  as  were  made  facrcd  to  Liberty.  Influenced  by  thefe  Considerations,  a 
Kumber  of  the  Friends  to  Liberty  in  this  City,  erected  a  Pole  in  the  Fields,  on 
Ground  belonging  to  the  Corporation,  as  a  temporary  Memorial  of  the  unanimous 
Oppoiition  to  the  detcftablc  Stamp-Ac!  •»  which  having  been  deftroyed  by  fome  dif- 
afil&ed  Perfons-,  a  Number  of  the  Inhabitants  determined  to  erect  another,',  made 
feveral  Applications  to  the  Mayor,  as  the  principal  Member  of  the  Corporation, 
for  Leave  to  erect,  the  new  Pole  in  the  Place  where  the  old  One  ftood.  The  Com- 
mittee that  waited  on  him  the  laft  Time,  difpofed  to  remove  every  Objection,  appre- 
lienfivc  that  fome  of  the  Corporation  might  be  oppofed  to  the  Erection  of  the  Pole, 
from  a  Suppofition  that  thofe  Citizens  who  were  for  its  being  raifed,  were  actuated 
folcly  by  a  Party  Spirit,  offered  when  the  Pole  was  finifhed  to  make  it  a  Prefent  to 
the  Corporation,  provided  they  would  order  it  to  be  creeled  either  where  the  other 
ftood  or  near  Mr.  Van  De  Berth's,  where  the  two  Roads  meet.  But  even  this,  afto- 
nifhing  as  it  may  feem  to  Englilhmen,  was  rejected  by  the  Majority  of  the  Corporation, 
and  the  other  Requifitions  denied.  We  queftion  whetherthis  Conduct  can  be  paralleled 
by  an  Ad  of  any  Corporation  in  the  Britifh  Dominions,  chofen  by  the  Suffrages  of  * 
free  People. 

And  now,  Gentlemen,  feeing  we  are  debarred  the.  Privilege  of  public  Ground  to 
erect  the  Pole  on,  we  have  purchafed  a  Place  for  it  near  where  the  other  ftood, 
which  is  full  as  public  as  any  of  the  Corporation  Ground.  Your  Attendance  and. 
Countenance  arc  defired  at  Nine  o*Clock  on  Tuefday  Morning  the  6th  Inftant,  at  Mr, 
Crcmtnelin**  Wharf,  in  order  to  carry  it  up  to  be  raifed. 

By  Ordtr  of  tbt  GmmtitJU 

18m-T6rk7  February  |?  1770. 


NOTICE  OF  THE  INTENDED  ERECTION  OF  THE  FIFTH  AND  LAST  LIBERTY  POLE 
ACCOMPLISHED  ON  FEBRUARY  6,  1770. 


THE  Friends  of  Liberty  are  hereby  requeued,  to  meet  at 
Liberty-Pole,  To-Morrow  -Morning  at   feven  o'clock, — 
when  a  matter  of  the  utmoft  importance  will  be  com- 
municated to  them,  previous  to  the  Election. 

Neiv-Vork,  ULth  March,  1775. 


THE  LIBERTY  POLE  BECAME  THE  PUBLIC  MEETING  PLACE  FOR  THE  CITY. 
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afford  Room  for  it,  I  would  advise  you  to  republish  that  or  some 
other  Account  of  that  Matter,  for  the  Satisfaction  of  such  of  your 
Customers  as  take  your  Paper  only.  I  shall  however  begin  where 
that  Writer  left  off  and  recount  the  Transactions  since  that  Time, 
relative  to  the  same  Subject. 

The  Corporation  of  this  City,  having,  as  set  forth  in  Mr.  Gaine's 
Paper,  rejected  a  Petition  subscribed  by  five  Gentlemen  of  this 
City,  in  Behalf  of  a  great  Number  of  the  Inhabitants,  for  Leave  to 
erect  a  Pole,  sacred  to  Constitutional  Liberty,  on  the  Common,  at 
the  Place  where  the  other  Pole  stood,  which  had  formerly  been 
erected  in  Commemoration  of  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp-Act,  the 
Triumph  of  Constitutional  Liberty  over  the  Attempts  of  arbitrary 
Power  to  destroy  it;  and  as  a  Monument  of  Gratitude  to  his 
Majesty,  and  the  British  Parliament  who  repealed  the  Act,  and 
to  those  worthy  Patriots,  both  in  and  out  of  Parliament,  by  whose 
Influence  the  repeal  was  obtain'd;  the  Refusal  gave  great  uneasi- 
ness to  a  numerous  Body,  it  is  supposed  a  very  great  majority  of 
the  Inhabitants  of  this  City,  of  every  Denomination.  The  original 
Design  of  erecting  the  pole,  being  so  loyal  and  laudable,  it  is  sur- 
prising it  should  have  given  Umbrage  of  Displeasure  to  any  but  the 
real  Enemies  of  his  Majesty,  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  his  Sub- 
jects and  the  British  Constitution;  yet  some  ignorant  or  mischievous 
Persons  of  the  28  Regiment,  then  here,  either  thro'  Enmity  to  the 
British  Government,  or  an  absurd  Mistake  of  the  Design  of  the 
Pole,  understood,  or  pretended  to  understand  it  as  an  Insult  upon 

them;   and  resented  in  accordingly Not  considering  how  much 

disgrace  they  brought  upon  themselves  by  such  an  ill  judged  resent- 
ment,— — — -For  they  could  with  no  sort  of  Justice  have  supposed 
any  Insult  or  Reflection  intended  against  them,  unless  they  con- 
sider'd  themselves  as  Instruments  of  arbitrary  Power  intended  to 
enslave  the  People,  destroy  the  British  Constitution,  and  do  the 

greatest  injury  to  his  Majesty  himself  and  all  his  Dominions. 

against  such  as  these  only,  we  intended  to  shew  our  Aversion; 
against  the  disappointed  wicked  Designs  of  such  as  these  only,  we 
intended  to  triumph;  and  unless  the  Soldiers  were  such  as  these, 
we  neither  did  nor  intended  anything  against  them;  and  whoever 
persuaded  them  that  we  did,  must  either  have  had  a  mischevious 
wicked  Design,  or  have  been  most  ridiculously  mistaken. 

However,  by  some  Means  or  other  it  seems,  they  fell  into  the 
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Mistake,  and  found  Means  once  or  twice  to  destroy  the  POLE, — 
which,  tho'  in  it  self  a  Trifle,  and  having  answer'd  the  temporary 
Purpose  for  which  it  was  erected,  would  perhaps  have  been  but 
little  thought  of,  till  it  had  fallen  by  natural  Decay;  but  being 
destroyed  by  Way  of  Insult,  we  could  not  but  consider  it  as  a 
Declaration  of  War  against  our  Freedom  and  Property,  and  resent 
it  accordingly.  Under  this  idea,  whenever  it  was  destroy'd,  another 
of  more  Stability,  was  presently  erected  in  the  same  Place,  where, 
with  the  Approbation  of  the  Corporation,  the  first  was  fixed.  The 
last  Application,  for  Leave  to  erect  the  Pole,  where  the  former^ 
lately  destroy'd,  stood,  was  by  many  disapproved;  as  it  was  thought 
the  former  Allowance  was  sufficient;  and  that  tho'  the  Corporation 
did  not  now  give  their  Consent,  which,  if  they  had  done,  might 
have  been  thought  by  some,  making  themselves  Parties  in  the  Act, 
yet  that  they  would  not  have  objected,  or  been  displeased,  if  the 
Pole  had  been  erected  without  any  fresh  Application  to  them.  Be 
that  as  it  will,  after  the  Corporation  had  refused,  many  who  were 
Promoters  of  the  Design  of  erecting  a  new  Pole,  were  unwilling  to 
fix  it  where  the  other  stood.  And  yet  to  answer  the  End  it  was 
necessary  it  should  stand  near  the  same  Place.  The  Business  was 
therefore  for  a  while  at  a  stand,  till  a  lucky  Expedient  was  thought 
of  and  adopted.  A  small  slip  of  Land,  n  Feet  wide  and  ioo  Feet 
long,  an  undivided  Right,  near  the  Place  where  the  former  Pole 
stood,  was  found  to  be  private  Property,  and  immediately  pur- 
chased for  the  Purpose.  Here  a  Hole  was  dug,  12  Feet  deep  and 
a  large  Pitch  Pine  Mast  erected.  The  Mast  was  strongly  cased 
round  with  Iron  Bars,  laid  Length  wise,  rivited  thro'  with  large 
flat  Rivits  and  laid  close  together,  so  as  entirely  to  cover  the  Mast 
for  about  two  thirds  of  its  Length,  and  over  these  Bars  were  driven 
large  Iron  Hoops,  near  half  an  Inch  thick,  at  small  Distances, 
from  Bottom  to  Top.  On  the  upper  Part,  the  Bars  were  not  laid 
quite  so  close,  but  rivited  and  hooped  in  the  same  Manner,  and  the 
Wood  between  the  Bars  driven  as  full  of  large  Nails  as  it  would 
hold.  It  was  drawn  through  the  Streets  from  the  Ship-Yards,  by 
6  Horses,  decorated  with  Ribbands,  3  Flags  flying,  with  the  Words 
Liberty  and  Property,  and  attended  by  several  Thousands  of  the 
Inhabitants.  It  was  raised  without  any  Accident,  while  the  French 
Horns  played  God  save  the  King.  It  was  strongly  secured  in  the 
Ground  by  Timber,  great  Stones  and  Earth,  and  is  in  Height  above 
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the  Ground,  about  46  Feet;  on  the  Top  of  it  was  raised  a  Top  M 
of  22  Feet,  on  which  is  fixt  a  Gilt  Vane,  with  the  Word  Libei 
No  Sort  of  Disturbance  happened  during  the  whole  Affair.  1 
Gentlemen  of  the  Army  had  taken  a  laudable  Care  that  not 
least  Offence  should  be  given  by  the  Soldiers,  many  of  whom,  w 
present,  and  neither  gave  nor  received  any  Affront.  This  Busir 
was  done  on  Tuesday  last." 

The  fifth  Pole  remained  in  place  for  a  period  of  five  years  ; 
eight  months,  until  October,  1776,  after  the  British  took  possess 
of  the  City. 

On  March  25,  1770  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  soldiers  to  ca 
off  the  top  mast  and  vane  in  which  they  were  frustrated.  1 
Liberty  Pole  was  the  rallying  point  of  the  "Sons  of  Liberty"  ; 
many  of  the  large  public  gatherings  were  called  "to  meet  at  Libe 
Pole"  for  all  matters  of  public  interest.  It  is  recorded  that 
fifth  pole  stood  where  it  was  erected  until  October,  1776,  wher 
was  ordered  removed  by  Governor  Tryon.  In  a  letter  of  Gover 
William  Tryon  addressed  to  Lord  George  Germain  dated  IN 
York,  26th  Nov.,  1776  the  following  paragraph  appears  "1 
Liberty  Poll  erected  some  years  ago  in  this  City,  and  which  remaii 
as  a  monument  of  insult  to  the  Government,  and  of  licentiousn 
to  the  people  was  last  month  by  my  recommendation  to  the  Inha 
tants,  very  properly  and  very  quietly  taken  down  and  remo^ 
by  them." 

Isaac  Sears  sold  the  same  strip  of  land  on  which  the  Fifth  2 
last  Pole  was  erected,  to  the  City  of  New  York  on  October  12,  17 
This  strip  of  land  is  located  on  the  west  side  of  the  present  C 
Hall  Park  opposite  the  block  between  Murray  and  Warren  Stre( 

The  location  of  the  site  of  the  first  four  liberty  poles  is  glear 
from  a  broadside  reproduced  with  this  article  dated  February 
1770,  in  which  speaking  of  the  last  liberty  pole,  is  stated: 
have  purchased  a  place  for  it  near  where  the  other  stood."  It 
apparant,  therefore,  that  the  sites  where  the  five  poles  were  erea 
were  closely  situated. 

A  summary  of  the  erection  and  destruction  of  the  Libe 
Poles  is  as  follows: 
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LIBERTY  POLES 

Erected  Cut  Down 

i.  June  4,  1766  August  10,  1766 

2.  August  14,  (?)  1766  September  23,  1766 

3.  September  24,  1766  March  18,  1767 

4.  March  19,  1767  January  16,  1770 

5.  February  6,  1770  October,  1776 


THE  PROPOSED  LIBERTY  POLE  OF  TO-DAY 

In  a  communication  addressed  to  the  Executive  Committee  of 
the  Society  Mr.  Henry  Collins  Brown  suggested  that  a  liberty  pole 
be  erected  in  City  Hall  Park,  similar  to  the  Historic  emblems  of 
the  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  days  as  a  tribute  to  the  Sons  of 
Liberty  and  a  lasting  memorial  to  the  patriotism  of  the  New 
York  troops  who  served  in  the  World  War.  His  suggestion  was  favor- 
ably acted  upon  at  the  October  21st  meeting  of  the  Executive 
Committee  when  the  following  preambles  and  resolutions  were 
adopted : 

WHEREAS,  "The  Fields"  or  "The  Commons,"  the  present 
City  Hall  Park,  a  spot  celebrated  as  the  scene  of  many  a  public 
gathering  during  the  colonial  days  and  where  was  held  the  great 
popular  meeting  November  1st,  1765,  which  protested  against  the 
Stamp  Act; 

And  Whereas,  on  the  western  border  of  "The  Fields"  was 
erected  the  famous  Liberty  Pole  (about  which  many  struggles  took 
place  between  the  British  soldiery  and  the  people)  which  was  the 
rallying  point  of  the  Sons  of  Liberty,  an  organization  originated  in 
the  Stamp  Act  period,  and  revived  in  November,  1773; 

And  Whereas,  when  General  Washington  occupied  the  City, 
a  part  of  the  troops  were  quartered  on  "The  Commons,"  and 
where  the  Declaration  of  Independence  was  proclaimed  and  read 
to  the  army  on  July  9th,  1776; 

And  Whereas,  on  the  entry  of  the  British  in  1776  the  Liberty 
Pole  was  cut  down,  and  the  Commons  became  a  scene  of  imprison- 
ment of  American  prisoners  of  war,  confined  in  the  jail,  later  known 
as  The  Hall  of  Records; 

And  Whereas,  since  the  completion  of  the  present  City  Hall 
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in  1812  the  site  has  been  hallowed  by  civil  and  military  affai] 
the  City,  and  has  been  the  reception  centre  for  distinguished  visi 
to  our  shores  on  whom  the  Freedom  of  the  City  was  besto^ 
Therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  That  the  Corporation  of  the  City  of  New  1 
be  requested  to  acquire  the  site  now  occupied  by  the  Post  0 
building  in  order  to  restore  the  present  City  Hall  Park  to  its  ori^ 
dimensions  and  beauty;   and 

Be  it  Further  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  The  1 
York  Historical  Society  and  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in 
State  of  New  York,  that  a  liberty  pole  be  erected  on  the  sit 
the  first  Liberty  Pole,  as  a  memorial  of  the  staunch  and  unflinc 
patriotism  of  the  New  York  troops,  their  valor  and  un 
alleled  success  on  the  Battlefields  of  Europe. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  Committee  of  Five,  Me 
Reginald  Pelham  Bolton,  Henry  Collins  Brown,  Frederic  De 
Weekes,  Walter  L.  Suydam,  and  Robert  H.  Kelby,  be  appoi 
to  consider  and  report  upon  the  erection  of  a  liberty  pole  on  the 
of  the  original  Liberty  Pole  erected  in  City  Hall  Park.  The  C 
mittee  to  have  power  to  fill  vacancies. 

Resolved,  That  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in  the  Stat 
New  York  be  requested  to  appoint  a  similar  Committee  to  me< 
conjunction  with  the  Committee  of  The  New  York  Histo 
Society." 

The  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in  the  State  of  New  York  hea 

endorsed  the  movement  as  noted  in  the  following  communical 

Sons  of  the  Revolution 

in  the  State  of  New  York 

Fraunces  Tavern 

Corner  Broad  &  Pearl  Streets 

New  York  City 

October  9,  1919. 
Robert  H.  Kelby,  Esq.,  Librarian, 
New  York  Historical  Society, 
170  Central  Park  West,  N.  Y. 
Dear  Sir: — 

Referring  to  the  Conversation  you  had  with  Mr.  Montgon 
relative  to  replacing  the  Liberty  Pole  in  City  Hall  Park,  we 
to  say  that  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  heartily  favor  it  and  wi 
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very  glad  to  act  in  connection  with  the  Historical  Society  in  the 
matter. 

Yours  very  faithfully, 

Robert  Olyphant, 
James  Mortimer  Montgomery, 
Henry  Russell  Drowne. 
At  a  meeting  of  the  "Board  of  Managers"  of  the  Sons  of  the 
Revolution  held  on  October  27th,  1919,  the  following  Committee 
was   appointed   to  meet  with   the  Committee  of  The  New  York 
Historical  Society  with  regard  to  erecting  a  liberty  pole  in  City 
Hall  Park: 

J.  M.  Montgomery,  Chairman, 
William  W.  Ladd, 
Philip  Livingston, 
J.  Wray  Cleveland, 
George  A.  Zabriskie. 
On  November   5th,    1919   a   meeting  of  both  Committees  was 
held    at    Fraunces    Tavern.      Mr.    Reginald    Pelham    Bolton    was 
elected  Chairman  of  the  Joint  Committees,  Mr.  Robert  H.  Kelby, 
Secretary  and  Col.  J.  Wray  Cleveland,  Treasurer. 

It  was  moved  that  the  Committee  seek  an  appointment  with 
Mayor  Hylan  to  lay  the  plan  before  him  and  to  secure  the  consent 
of  the  Park  Commissioner  for  the  erection  of  the  pole  in  City  Hall 
Park.  It  was  further  moved  that  plans  and  estimates  for  a  pole 
and  base  be  secured. 

On  Saturday,  November  21st  the  Committee  in  a  body  waited 
upon  the  Mayor  by  appointment  to  ask  his  co-operation.  The 
Mayor  expressed  himself  as  in  favor  of  the  proposed  memorial  and 
his  services  in  its  aid  were  assured.  The  proposed  liberty  pole  is 
to  be  erected  without  cost  to  the  City  of  New  York.  It  was  also 
urged  upon  the  Mayor  to  effect  the  removal  of  the  Old  Post  Office 
building  and  restore  the  City  Hall  Park  to  its  original  dimensions 
which  included  the  land  on  which  the  post  office  building  now 
stands.  The  land  was  conveyed  to  the  Federal  Government  by 
the  City  of  New  York  in  December,  1866  and  the  deed  recorded  on 
April  16,  1867  for  a  consideration  of  $500,000.  The  Mayor  in  reply 
stated  that  he  hoped  the  Federal  Government  would  accept  a  site 
in  the  Civic  Centre  of  the  City  in  exchange  for  the  present  site  of 
the  old  Post  Office  building. 
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Under  date  of  December  5th,  1919,  the  West  Coast  Lumberme] 
Association  kindly  offered  the  Society  a  Douglas  Fir  flag  pole 
range  from  150  to  340  feet,  delivered  free  to  this  city,  with  t 
compliments  of  that  association. 


EARLY  MENTION  OF  TERM  "COW  BOY" 

Extract  from  a  Letter  to  Dr.  John  Pell  from  his  Curate,  Stev 
Nye,  September  14,  1681,  concerning  the  Children  of  his  Daught 
Mary  Pell,  who  married  Captain  Raven  in  1656. 

"your  designe  of  sending  them  to  N.  England  (Manor  of  P 
ham,  N.  Y.)  can  advance  them  no  better  preferment  than  bei 
Cow  Boys  &  the  money  that  wil  send  them  thither  wil  bi 
them  to  good  handy  craft  trades.  Sr.  I  consider  this  is  a  thi 
proper  for  you  to  consider  &  dispatch  as  soon  as  may  be  &  y 
cannot  be  excused  to  God  or  men  if  you  do  not  provide  a 
their  being  Beggars  or  Rogues." 
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NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 

By  William  Kelby,  Late  Librarian  of  the  Society 
VI 

SEAL  MANUFACTORY, 

Being  the  first  established  in  America,  is  now  opened  in  Phila- 
delphia, by 

THOMAS  REYNOLDS, 

Stone  seal  cutter,   and  jeweller,   from   London   &   Dublin. 

Said  Reynolds,  finding  that  a  number  of  gentlemen  in  the  neigh- 
bouring states,  and  particularly  New- York,  are  desirous  of  having 
their  arms,  crests,  and  cyphers  engraved,  provided  they  could  have 
them  done  in  a  masterly  manner,  beg  leave  to  inform  the  citizens 
of  New- York,  that  he  has  commissioned  Mr.  Montgomery,  watch 
maker,  No.  33,  Wall-street,  near  the  Coffee-house,  to  receive  orders 
for  him.  Those  who  may  want  their  arms,  crests,  cyphers,  en- 
graved in  any  kind  of  stone,  can  have  them  done  in  the  completest 
style,  by  leaving  their  orders  with  Mr.  Montgomery,  where  a  speci- 
men of  his  performance  may  be  seen,  and  their  work  executed  and 
returned  in  eight  days  after  application. 

As  Reynolds  has  had  the  honor  of  working  for  some  of  the  first 
characters  in  America,  and  been  happy  enough  to  gain  their  appro- 
bation, he  will  therefore  submit  his  pretentions  to  favor  and  en- 
couragement, to  the  taste  and  judgment  of  a  discerning  public. 


COATS  OF  ARMS 

Being  used  to  distinguish  the  different  families  of  a  country 
from  one  another,  even  when  they  are  of  the  same  name:  it  is 
obvious,  that  in  this  new  and  rising  empire,  they  may  be  made 
subservient  to  the  valuable  purpose  of  ascertaining  descents,  per- 
petuating the  memorial  of  kindred  by  marriage,  and  pointing  to 
the  various  branches  of  the  same  family.  To  obviate  the  necessity 
gentlemen  are  frequently  under  in  this  country  of  sending  to  Europe 
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PORTRAIT  OF  JOHN  SINGLETON  COPLEY 

Painted  by  himself 

(Owned  by   the  Society) 


QUARTERLY     BULLETIN  133 

for  their  family  coats  of  arms,  which  is  attended  with  considerable 
expense  and  trouble;  the  subscriber  has  been  induced  to  provide 
himself,  at  much  cost  and  pains,  with  a  curious  collection  of  books 
of  heraldry,  &c.  containing  upwards  of  seventy  thousand  coats  of 
arms;  he  therefore  proposes  to  furnish  those  who  may  be  pleased 
to  apply  to  him,  with  their  arms  truly  blazoned,  at  two  dollars 
each.  The  subscriber  intends  registering  the  names,  places  of 
residence,  &c.  of  every  person  applying  to  him  for  his  arms,  to- 
gether with  the  arms  which  shall  appear  to  belong  to  such  person, 
in  a  book  that  will  be  provided  for  that  purpose,  which  shall  be 
deposited  in  the  library  of  this  city,  as  public  property.  Gentlemen 
already  in  possession  of  their  arms,  may  have  them  registered  on 
paying  one  dollar.  If  the  arms  required  should  not  be  found, 
nothing  will  be  demanded  for  the  search. 

Coats  of  arms,  crests,  cyphers,  and  all  sorts  of  devices  cut  on 
stone;   likewise  all  sorts  of  state  and  public  seals  cut  on  brass,  &c. 

***A  generous  price  will  be  given  for  books  of  heraldry.  Thomas 
Reynolds. 

*#*Orders  are  also  received  by  Mr.  Lamont,  at  the  Intelligence- 
Office,  opposite  the  Coffee-house. 

The  Daily  Advertiser,  January  21,  1786. 

The  Subscriber,  ever  willing  to  serve  the  public,  respectfully 
informs  them,  that  he  carries  on  the  engraving,  seal  sinking  and 
copper  plate  printing,  at  No.  3,  Crown-street,  where  ladies  may 
have  their  tea-table  plate  engraved,  in  the  most  elegant  manner 
and  in  the  newest  fashion,  resembling  the  flat  chasing,  as  neat  as 
in  Europe, 

By  their  humble  servant, 

Peter  Maverick. 

A  Lot  of  ground  in  Dey-Street,  to  be  sold.     Enquire  as  above 
The  New- York  Packet,  March  16,  1786. 


WAX-WORK. 

To  be  seen,  at  No.  100,  the  upper  end  of  Queen-street,  the  house 
formerly  occupied  by  Mrs.  Wright,  the  story  of  Bell  and  the  Dragon, 
as  large  as  life;    with  several  other  curious  figures.     Admittance 
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from  nine  in  the  morning  till  nine  at  night.    Money  received  at  tr 

door. — 

Price  three  shillings. 

The  Daily  Advertiser,  March  17.  1786. 


ABRm  GODWIN 

Engraver. 

Has  removed  to  the  foot  of  Gold-street,  next  to  the  corner  < 
Maidenlane,  in  a  house  lately  occupied  by  Mr.  Morgan  painte 
where  he  carries  on  the  engraving  and  seal  sinking,  business  in  the 
various  branches  as  usual. 

The  Daily  Advertiser,  March  18,  1786. 

It  must  give  pleasure  to  the  Citizens  of  this  place  to  find  th; 
New- York  bids  fair  to  out  vie  the  sister  States  in  becoming  the  se; 
of  Arts.  Today  we  are  informed  of  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Wright  fro 
Philadelphia,  a  gentleman  of  abilities  in  Painting,  and  Son  to  tl 
celebrated  modellor  and  patriotess  Mrs.  Wright  of  London,  fro: 

this   place as   he   means  to  follow  his   profession   as   a  Limm 

here,  we  are  tempted  to  believe,  every  encouragement  will  be  give 
to  his  Genius. 

The  Daily  Advertiser,  April  7,  1786. 

It  is  with  the  utmost  regret  that  we  acquaint  the  public  wit 
the  death  of  the  celebrated  American,  Mrs.  Wright,  occasioned  b 
a  fall  in  returning  from  a  visit  to  our  Ambassador,  Mr.  Adams- 
America  has  lost  in  her  a  warm  and  sincere  friend,  as  well  as  one  < 

her  first  ornaments  to  the  arts Those  brave  fellows,  who,  durir 

the  late  war,  were  fortunate  enough  to  escape  from  the  arms  < 
tyranny  and  take  sanctuary  under  her  roof,  will  join  us  in  lamentir 
her  loss;  whilst  her  attachment  to  America  and  her  indefatigab 
attention  to  the  prisoners  in  distress  will  render  her  regretted  an 
her  memory  revered  by  her  country. 

The  New- York  Gazetteer  and  The  Country  Journal,  May  i< 
1786. 
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We  are  informed  by  a  correspondent,  that  Mr.  Peale,  the  por- 
trait Painter,  from  Philadelphia,  will  be  in  this  city  in  a  few  days, 
to  take  the  likeness  of  his  Excellency  the  President  of  Congress, 
and  some  other  public  characters,  in  order  to  add  to  his  gallery  of 
pictures. 

The  New- York  Packet,  August  28,  1786. 


TO   BE   SOLD, 

A  Lot  of  Ground  in  Dock-street,  west  side  of  the  house  of  Robert 
Watts,  Esq :  formerly  the  property  of  Lawrence  Kilburn,  23  feet 
ten  inches  in  front,  and  in  rear  on  Bridge-street,  21  feet  10  inches, 
on  the  west  side  102  feet  5  inches,  and  in  length,  on  the  east  side, 
100  feet.  If  not  sold  by  private  sale  by  the  first  of  November  next, 
it  will  be  sold  at  public  vendue,  on  Thursday  the  2d  of  November, 
at  12  o'clock,  at  the  Coffee-house.  An  indisputable  title  will  be 
given,  by 

Thomas  Mesnard. 

The  New- York  Packet,  October  19,  1786. 

We  are  told  that  our  countryman,  [Mather]  Brown,  has  drawn 
most  of  the  principal  performers  on  the  stage,  in  the  best  scenes  in 
Shakespear — Engravings  from  all  which  have  been  taken  for  Bell's 
edition  of  that  work.  He  has,  we  are  also  told,  in  his  room,  in  Lon- 
don, pictures  of  near  one  hundred  Americans,  who  are  universally 
known:  Messrs.  Adams  and  Jefferson,  at  their  head,  on  one  side; 
on  the  other,  those  of  Sir  William  Pepperell,  and  Mr.  Treasurer 
Gray. 

The  New- York  Packet,  November  2,  1786. 
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NOTES 

A  General  Meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at  the  Society 
Building,  170  Central  Park  West,  on  Tuesday  afternoon,  Januai 
6th,  1920,  at  4  o'clock.  The  presentation  of  the  usual  reports  • 
the  Treasurer,  Librarian,  Executive  Committee  and  Field  Exploratic 
Committee,  was  followed  by  the  election  of  officers  by  ballot  1 
serve  for  three  years  until  January  2d,  1923.  The  names  of  tho: 
elected  are  printed  elsewhere  in  this  issue. 


The  Society  placed  on  exhibition  during  "Roosevelt  Week 
October  18-27,  1919,  a  collection  of  books  presented  to  the  la 
Theodore  Roosevelt  while  he  was  President  of  the  United  State 
They  included  volumes  from  the  former  Emperors  of  Germar 
and  Austria-Hungary.  This  collection  was  presented  to  the  Sociel 
by  Mr.  Roosevelt. 


Mrs.  Grant  Williams,  Egyptologist,  will  deliver  the  next  lectu 
before  the  Society  on  February  3rd,   1920.     The  subject  will  1 
"The  Place  of  The  New  York  Historical  Society  in  the  Growth 
American  Interest  in  Egyptology,"  which  will  be  illustrated  wil 
the  stereopticon. 


On  March  2nd,  1919,  Mr.  William  L.  Calver,  Chairman  of  tl 
Field  Exploration  Committee,  will  address  the  Society  on  tl 
recent  work  of  that  Committee.  The  work  of  excavations  in  tl 
Hudson  Highlands,  Morristown,  New  Jersey,  and  at  Richmon 
Staten  Island  will  be  set  forth  with  stereopticon  illustrations. 


Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  has  been  appointed  a  member  of  tl 
Executive  Committee  of  the  class  of  1921  to  fill  a  vacancy. 
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Mr.  Charles  M.  Lefferts,  a  member  of  the  Society  who  is  the 
best  authority  on  Revolutionary  Military  Costumes,  is  now 
engaged  in  painting  a  series  of  pictures  depicting  the  Uniforms 
worn  by  the  various  regiments  which  served  in  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  in  the  American,  British,  French,  and  Hessian  Armies. 
These  will  be  placed  in  the  Society's  Archives  when  completed. 
Mr.  Lefferts  has  devoted  twenty-five  years  to  this  study  and  has 
examined  the  original  manuscript  and  printed  sources  in  England, 
France,  Germany,  and  America  in  collecting  his  information. 


Sunday  Opening 

The  Art  Gallery  and  Museum  of  the  Society  will  be  opened  to 
the  Public  on  Sunday  afternoons,  beginning  January  4th,  1920, 
from  two  until  five  o'clock  during  the  year  with  the  exception  of 
July,  August,  and  September. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  the  Executive  Committee  makes 
this  announcement,  having  had  it  under  consideration  for  some  time 
past,  but  not  until  recently  have  the  finances  of  the  Society  allowed 
this  additional  expenditure,  which  was  approved  of  in  the  budget 
adopted  on  Nov.  18th,  last. 


Necrology 


Viscount  [William  Waldorf]  Astor,  a  life  member  since  1879 
and  Fellow  1904,  died  October  18,  1919  at  Brighton,  England, 
in  the  72nd  year  of  his  age. 

William  H.  Harris,  a  member  since  1903,  died  November  13, 
1 91 9,  in  the  67th  year  of  his  age. 

Archibald  D.  Russell,  a  life  member  since  1874,  died  November 
30,  1919. 

Charles  Griswold  Thompson,  a  life  member  since  191 5,  died  De- 
cember 8th,  1919,  in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 
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Members  Elected 

The  Executive  Committee  elected  the  following  members  oft 
Society: 

Honorary 

His  Majesty,  Albert  I,  King  of  the  Belgians. 

His  Eminence  Cardinal  Mercier,  Primate  of  Belgium. 

General  John  J.  Pershing. 


Life 


Edward  L.  Ballard. 
Oscar  Theodore  Barck. 
Pelham  St.  George  Bissell. 


George  Thorndike  Chase,  Jr. 
John  B.  Taylor. 
Charles  Elliot  Warren. 


Anni 


P.  Chauncey  Anderson. 
C.  Vanderbilt  Barton. 
Adolphe  de  Bary. 
Dr.  Conrad  Berens,  Jr. 
George  D.  Cross. 
W.  Ashley  DeWolf. 
Mrs.  A.  Leo  Everett. 
William  H.  Harrison. 


William  C.  Wohlhagen. 


Harrison  A.  McNear. 
Mrs.  Harry  Irving  Miller. 
Mr.  Harry  Irving  Miller.. 
Miss   Catherine  Norwood. 
Lewis  B.  Stillwell. 
Harry  A.  Taylor. 
Miss  Hazel  M.  Taylor. 
James  Bliss  Townsend. 


The  following  letters  were  received  from  King  Albert  I,  Cardir 
Mercier  and  General  John  J.  Pershing,  acknowledging  their  electr 
to  Honorary  Membership  in  the  Society: 

Washington,  October  29,  1919. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 

New  York  City. 
Dear  Sir, 

King  Albert  has  been  very  pleased  to  accept  the  Honora 
Membership  of  your  venerable  Association. 
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I  am  directed  by  His  Majesty  to  thank  you  for  the  honor  con- 
ferred upon  Him  by  the  resolution  of  your  Executive  Committee, 
and  to  convey  to  you  His  best  wishes  for  the  prosperity  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society. 

Yours  faithfully, 

[Signed]  Max  Leo  Gerard, 
Secretary  to  the  King. 
Archeveche  De  Malines 

November  23,  1919. 
James  Benedict,  Esq. 

Domestic  Corresponding  Secretary 
New  York  Historical  Society. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  am  entursted  by  His  Eminence  Cardinal  Mercier,  with  the 
honour  of  writing  to  you,  in  order  to  express  His  high  appreciation 
of  the  Distinction  which  has  been  conveyed  upon  Him  by  your  dis- 
tinguished Society. 

This  Diploma,  together  with  those  bestowed  upon  Him  elsewhere 
in  the  United  States,  will  remain  among  His  most  cherished  posses- 
sions. 

I  remain,  yours  very  truly, 
Faessain 

Secretary. 

American  Expeditionary  Forces 
Office  of  the  Commander  in  Chief, 
Washington,  D.  C,  November  1,  1919. 
Mr.  James  Benedict, 

170  Central  Park  West, 
New  York  City. 
My  dear  Mr.  Benedict: 

I  have  received  your  letter  of  October  23rd,  stating  that  I 
have  been  elected  an  honorary  member  of  The  New  York  Historical 
Society,  and  the  certificate  of  membership,  for  which  I  thank  you. 

Please  accept  for  the  members  of  the  Society  the  assurance  of 
my  deep  appreciation  of  the  honor  thus  conferred  upon  me. 
Believe  me 

Very  sincerely  yours, 

[Signed]  John  J.  Pershing. 
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Donations 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Miss  Margaret  Bayard  Baldwin  and 
Miss  Elizabeth  Rutgers  Baldwin  of  New  Brunswick,  New  Jersey, 
for  several  interesting  donations:  The  former  presented  a  "View 
of  the  City  and  Harbour  of  New  York  taken  from  Mount  Pitt, 
the  seat  of  John  R.  Livingston"  1796.     Colored. 

An  oil  portrait  of  Hester  Leisler,  daughter  of  Jacob  Leisler  and 
wife  of  Barent  Rynders. 

Cradle  of  Harmanus  Rutgers,  of  New  York  City,   1 756-1 772. 

Miss  Elizabeth  Rutgers  Baldwin  presented  two  manuscript 
receipt  books  of  Nicholas  Bayard  of  New  York,  April  20,  1762- 
August  11,  1772,  and  November  28,  1765-August  29,  1774,  with  a 
list  of  plate  and  value  thereof,  which  belonged  to  his  father  Nicholas 
Bayard. 

Also  eight  volumes  and  six  numbers  of  old  newspapers  from 
the  library  of  Gerard  Rutgers. 


A  Colonial  Grenadier  Cap  worn  by  Connecticut  Troops  and  said 
to  have  been  used  in  the  Battle  of  Groton,  was  recently  placed  on 
exhibition.     Deposited  by  Mr.  Charles  M.  LefFerts. 


Miss  Fanny  Marsh  presented  a  manuscript  volume  kept  by 
James  Duane.  It  contains  a  record  of  law  cases  1755— 1768  and 
some  Records  of  Christ  Church  of  Duanesburg,  1793-1817.  Also 
a  manuscript  account  of  the  Colony  of  New  York  written  in  1774. 


Two  water  color  drawings  of  the  interior  and  exterior  of  Man- 
hattan Market,  New  York  City,  1873,  drawn  by  H.  G.  Harrison, 
were  presented  by  Miss  L.  M.  Harrison. 


Mr.   Francis   P.   Dodge  presented  twenty-five  colored   posters 
issued  by  the  National  Child  Welfare  Association. 


Mr.  Edmund  B.  Child  presented  a  Collection  of  163  War 
Posters.  The  Society's  Collection  now  numbers  five  hundred 
American  Posters  issued  during  the  War  1917-1919. 
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THE  PLACE  OF  THE  NEW  YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY 

IN  THE  GROWTH  OF  AMERICAN  INTEREST 

IN   EGYPTOLOGY1 

Only  in  recent  years,  largely  since  1900,  has  American  scholar- 
ship helped  in  the  advancement  of  the  science  of  Egyptology.  The 
long  pioneer  work  of  the  nineteenth  century  was  done  in  Europe, 
or  by  Europeans  working  in  Egypt.  France,  England,  and  Ger- 
many were  the  countries  in  the  lead,  and  more  or  less  valuable 
contributions  were  made  also  by  Italy,  Switzerland,  Holland,  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  and  Russia.  A  fluctuating  interest,  however,  in 
Egyptian  material  may  be  traced  in  this  country  from  the  first 
quarter  of  the  century,  and  even  before  1850  Americans  began  to 
further  Egyptian  studies  by  their  financial  support. 

The  earliest  item  having  a  bearing  on  my  story  is  that  soon  after 
its  foundation  in  1802 — two  years  before  the  New  York  Historical 
Society  came  into  existence — the  American  Academy  of  the  Arts, 
an  institution  grandly  planned  in  imitation  of  the  Royal  Academy 
of  England,  but  which  was  defunct  by  1841,  elected  among  its 
honorary  members,  two  of  the  men  of  the  Napoleonic  Expedition  to 
Egypt.2  One  was  no  less  a  personage  than  the  young  commander 
of  the  Expedition,  Napoleon  Bonaparte,  with  whom  the  promoter 
of  the  American  Academy,  Robert  Livingston,  was  friendly,  the 
other  was  the  artist  Denon,  who  accompanied  Desaix's  army  to  the 
first  cataract  of  the  Nile,  sketching  constantly  on  horseback  between 
skirmishes  with  the  Mamlukes.  Among  a  number  of  casts  pre- 
sented to  the  Academy  by  George  Baldwin,  British  Consul-General 
in  Egypt,  was  one  of  a  work  of  sculpture,  dating  from  the  early 
Roman  period,  which  was  found  in  Egypt  at  Arsinoe,  then  six  days5 
journey  from  Cairo.3 

The  record  of  actual  Egyptian  material  brought  to  this  country 
before  1835  seems  to  be  one  of  mummies  and  even  later  they  long 


1  This  article  has  resulted  from  an  address  delivered  before  the  New  York  Historical  Society 
on  the  evening  of  February  3d,  1920. 

2  The  letters  of  acceptance  are  copied  in  the  Academy's  minutes,  now  in  possession  of  the 
New  York  Historical  Society,  under  date  of  August  17,  1804.  See  also  Winifred  E.  Howe, 
A  History  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  pp.  7-35,  especially  p.  13. 

3  Minutes,  November  22,  1805. 
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remained  the  chief  objects  of  popular  interest.  The  most  notable 
because  of  the  associations  thereafter  accruing  to  it,  if  not  the 
first  to  be  brought  here,  is  the  mummy  with  its  coffin  fron 
Thebes  presented  in  1823  by  Mr.  Van  Lennep,  a  merchant  oi 
Smyrna,  "to  the  good  people  of  Boston,  as  an  expression  of  his 
gratitude  for  their  kind  hospitality  during  his  residence  among 
them."4 

The  mummy  was  given  over  to  the  Massachusetts  General 
Hospital,  then  newly  founded,5  and  put  on  public  exhibition, 
eventually  earning  for  the  charitable  purposes  of  the  Hospital 
between  two  and  three  thousand  dollars.6  This  is  probably  the  first 
instance  in  the  United  States  of  the  public  exhibition ,  with  ad- 
mission fee,  of  Egyptian  material.  In  those  days  there  were 
doubters  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  mummy  and  Dr.  John  C. 
Warren,  son  and  successor  of  Harvard's  first  Professor  of  Anatomy 
and  Surgery,  nephew  of  the  Revolutionary  hero,  General  Joseph 
Warren,  and  himself  one  of  the  great  men  of  his  profession,  examined 
the  mummy  and  wrote  a  paper:  "Description  of  an  Egyptian 
Mummy,  presented  to  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital,  with 
an  Account  of  the  Operation  of  Embalming  in  Ancient  and  Modern 
Times."  This  paper  appeared  in  two  successive  numbers  (June  and 
September  1823)  of  the  "Boston  Journal  of  Philosophy  and  the 
Arts,"  and  is  the  earliest  piece  of  writing  by  an  American  on  an 
Egyptian  subject,  so  far  as  I  know,  which  exhibits  a  scientific  point 
of  view.  The  Egyptian  mummy  was  kept  for  many  years  in  the 
operating  theater  of  the  Hospital  and  on  October  16,  1846  it  looked 
down  on  a  scene,  now  of  historic  importance,  "the  first  public 
demonstration  of  anaesthesia,"  when  sulphuric  ether  was  used  for 
"producing  insensibility  to  pain  during  a  serious  surgical  opera- 
tion." The  operating  surgeon  was  the  Dr.  Warren,  who,  so  many 
years  before,  had  established  the  claims  of  the  mummy  to  public 
confidence.  During  the  years  1885-96  the  mummy  and  coffin  were 
lent  to  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  but  on  the  restoration  of  the  old 


4  Passage  from  a  letter  in  the  possession  of  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts,  Boston,  written  by 
Mr.  A.  O.  van  Lennep,  a  son  of  the  giver  of  the  mummy.  The  passage  was  kindly  communi- 
cated to  me  by  the  Museum's  Assistant  Director,  Mr.  C.  H.  Hawes. 

5  The  first  patient  was  received  in  1821.  Edward  Warren,  The  Life  of  John  Collins  Warren, 
M.D.,  Vol.  I,  p.  207. 

6  Idem  Vol.  I,  p.  208. 
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operating  theater,  they  were  reinstated  in  their  former  positions, 
where  they  may  be  seen  today.7 

During  the  winter  of  1826,  "Peale's  Museum  and  Gallery  of  the 
Fine  Arts"  in  New  York,  a  commercial  enterprise,  specialized  in 
Egyptian  mummies.  Following  the  announcements  in  the  New 
York  Evening  Post  from  February  to  July,  one  learns  that  two 
mummies  from  the  neighborhood  of  Cairo  had  been  taken  by  a 
native  Egyptian  to  Trieste;  from  there  they  were  shipped  to  New 
York  and  by  February  15th  were  on  exhibition  in  Peale's  Museum. 
The  public  was  invited  to  be  present  on  March  3d,  for  an  admission 
fee  of  twenty-five  cents,  at  the  unwrapping  of  the  mummies.8  The 
mummies  were  not  destroyed  by  this  examination,  but  continued 
for  a  time,  at  least,  on  exhibition,  but  by  March  30th  Rubens  Peale 
had  "just  received  two  Egyptian  mummies  from  the  city  of  Thebes. " 
Later  announcements  feature  only  one  mummy  "in  a  fine  state  of 
preservation. "  Inasmuch  as  material  from  Peale's  Museum  passed 
in  1842  into  the  possession  of  Phineas  T.  Barnum,9it  may  be  won- 
dered if  this  last-mentioned  mummy  was  the  one,  also  "from 
Thebes,"  pictured  in  a  woodcut  on  p.  22  of  "Barnum's  American 
Museum  Illustrated "  (1850,  price  12^  cents);  Barnum's  Museum 
was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1865. 

The  first  collection  of  Egyptian  antiquities  which  came  to  this 
country  was  that  of  Colonel  Mendes  I.  Cohen  of  Baltimore,  a 
veteran  of  the  war  of  1812,  who  in  1832,  made  a  Nile  voyage  in  his 
own  sailing  vessel  from  Damietta  to  Wady  Haifa  and  return. 
Colonel  Cohen  believed  himself  to  have  been  the  first  traveller  to 
unfurl  the  flag  of  the  United  States  on  the  Nile  and  he  was  quite 
possibly  right,  as  the  United  States  did  not  have  even  a  Consular 
Agent  in  Egypt  until  1832.  He  bought  the  greater  part  of 
his  collection  of  680  numbers  at  Thebes,  in  1832,  but  added 
to  it  at  the  sale  in  London  in  1835  of  a  collection  which  had 
been  formed  by  the  British  Consul-General  to  Egypt,  Henry  Salt, 
then  deceased.  Colonel  Cohen's  collection  remained  in  his  home  in 
Baltimore  and  was  not  publicly  exhibited  from  the  time  of  his  return 
to  this  country  in  1835  until  1884,  after  his  death,  when  it  was  given 

7  I  am  indebted  to  Dr.  J.  Collins  Warren  for  help  in  getting  together  the  facts  so  briefly 
stated  above.  A  list  of  Dr.  Warren's  gifts  to  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  growing  out 
of  our  correspondence,  will  be  found  on  p.  28  of  this  issue  of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin. 

8  Attention  was  called  to  this  new  form  of  public  entertainment  by  Miss  Howe,  op.  cit.,  p.  78. 

9  The  Life  of  P.  T.  Barnum  by  Himself,  1855,  p.  223. 
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by  his  nephews  to  the  Johns  Hopkins  University.  The  collection  is 
wholly  unpublished,  unless  it  be  that  some  of  its  pieces  from  the 
Salt  estate  were  described  previous  to,  or  at  the  time  of,  the  sale  in 
1835;  but  a  catalogue  is  now  contemplated  for  the  near  future.  As 
late  as  1849,  Colonel  Cohen's  Egyptian  material,  described  as  "a 
small  but  choice  cabinet,"  was  still  the  only  assemblage  of  Egyptian 
objects  in  this  country  which  could   be  termed   a  "  collection. "10 

There  is  no  more  remarkable  passage  in  the  history  of  American 
interest  in  ancient  Egypt  than  that  of  the  activities  of  George 
Gliddon,  writer  and  lecturer,  during  the  years  1842-50.  Gliddon 
was  an  Englishman,  the  son  of  our  first  consul  in  Egypt,  John 
Gliddon,  and  himself  for  a  time  United  States  Consul  in  Cairo.  He 
lectured  in  Boston  in  the  winter  of  1842-43  and  again  before  the 
Lowell  Institute  in  1843-44.  In  succeeding  years  he  spoke  in  the 
principal  cities  of  the  Atlantic  sea-board  and  even  as  far  west  as 
St.  Louis,  before  audiences  sometimes  exceeding  2,000.  In  1845,  in 
Baltimore,  Colonel  Cohen  permitted  the  use  of  his  collection  as 
illustrative  material;  generally,  however,  in  Gliddon's  lectures,  the 
place  of  the  modern  stereopticon  views  was  taken  by  paintings, 
enlargements  from  Rosellini's  Monumenti,  which  enlivened  the  walls 
of  the  room,  while  the  lecturer,  so  an  old  account  runs,  stood 
between  two  tables,  on  one  of  which  were  the  principal  works  of  the 
disciples  of  Champollion,  on  the  other,  original  Egyptian  objects 
sent  over  to  him  by  his  friend,  Mr.  Harris,  a  celebrated  Alexandrian 
merchant  and  collector.  Those  were  the  days  of  the  popularity  in 
this  country  with  all  classes  of  people  of  long  evening  lectures  un- 
rivalled by  opera,  social  affairs,  and  movies!  The  fame  of  Glid- 
don's  success  reached  Europe  and  in  contemporary  English  and 
French  accounts  may  be  read  wondering  comments  on  the  interest 
he  aroused  across  the  Atlantic,  as  characteristic  of  our  young  country 
with  its  readiness  for  new  ideas. 

But  in  addition  to  abilities  as  a  lecturer  which  held  the  crowd, 
Gliddon  presented  matter  of  such  importance  in  so  acceptable  a  way 
as  to  elicit  commendation  from  men  of  the  standing  of  John  Picker- 
ing, Charles  Lowell,  and  Charles  Sumner  who  joined  with  others  in 


10According  to  George  R.  Gliddon,  Otia  Aegyptiaca,  p.  52.  See  on  the  Cohen  collection: 
Johns  Hopkins  University  Circulars,  Vol.  IV,  No.  35  for  Dec.  1884,  pp.  21-23.  For  various 
data  respecting  this  collection,  I  have  to  thank  Professor  David  M.  Robinson  and  Dr.  Aaron 
Ember. 
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a  testimonial,  from  which  I  quote  a  few  passages:  "Having  attended 
your  course  of  thirteen  Lectures  (some  of  us  the  whole,  the  others 
parts  of  the  course)  we  take  this  occasion  to  express  the  high  satis- 
faction we  have  experienced  in  following  you  through  the  interesting 
developments  made  of  your  noble  and  inexhaustible  subject";  then, 
referring  to  the  work  of  Young  and  Champollion:  "We  cannot 
permit  the  present  occasion  to  pass,  without  testifying  our  gratifi- 
cation at  having  had  this  opportunity  of  hearing  the  first  course 
of  lectures  delivered  in  this  country  upon  the  results  of  those  pro- 
found and  interesting  researches. " 

Gliddon's  earliest  Boston  lectures  were  published  by  the  New 
World  Press  of  New  York,  in  April,  1843,  in  a  little  book  priced  at 
twenty-five  cents,  which  before  the  end  of  the  decade  had  run 
through  twelve  editions  and  been  sold  in  24,000  or  more  copies. 
Of  this  work  the  British  architect  Perring,  wrote  in  September  1843  : 
"It  is  the  first  attempt  that  I  am  aware  of  to  popularize  the  subject 
of  hieroglyphical  literature  and  history  in  all  its  details  and 
branches;  and  the  thoroughly  masterly  manner  in  which  you  have 
executed  your  task  will  be  appreciated  by  all." 

Gliddon,  too,  took  part  in  the  public  examination  of  a  mummy 
and  in  the  "Life  of  John  Collins  Warren"  (Vol.  II,  p.  52)  the  follow- 
ing quaint  journal  entry  is  given:  "June  3,  1850:  Attended  the  open- 
ing of  Mr.  Gliddon's  mummy.  It  proved  to  be  a  male,  very  friable. 
The  hieroglyphics  on  the  outside  were  counterfeits."  Gliddon  had 
read  the  name  on  the  coffin  and  announced  a  woman's  mummy;  the 
easy  explanation  that  mummy  and  coffin  did  not  originally  belong 
together  was  overlooked  by  the  amused  audience,  not  all  of  whom 
were  so  charitable  toward  Gliddon  as  was  Dr.  Warren.11 

Every  period  has  its  standards  and  a  curious  illustration  of  Mr. 
Gliddon's  conscience  respecting  Egyptian  material,  quite  inconsis- 
tent, indeed,  with  his  polemic  against  the  abuses  of  Mehemet  Ali  in 
Egypt,12  is  the  fact  that  he  ordered  an  Egyptian  mummy-case  cut 
transversely  into  three  parts,  and  gave  two  of  the  parts  to  public 
institutions  in  two  cities  and  the  third  to  a  private  person  living  in 


11  Cf.  on  this  episode  William  C.  Prime,  Boat  Life  in  Egypt,  p.  365.  Public  examinations 
of  mummies  were  not  confined  to  America.  A  valuable,  detailed  account  of  one  such 
earlier  occasion  in  Paris  was  given  in  the  Revue  Encyclopedique,  of  January,  1824  and  reprinted 
in  the  Boston  Journal  of  Philosophy  and  the  Arts,  of  April,  1824. 

12  An  Appeal  to  the  Antiquaries  of  Europe  on  the  Destruction  of  the  Monuments  of  Egypt,  1841. 
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New  York.  Only  one  of  these  three  parts,  so  far  as  known,  si 
vives  today.13 

The  New  York  Historical  Society  may  take  an  interest  in  Geor 
R.  Gliddon's  career,  not  only  because  he  gave  a  course  of  lectui 
before  the  Society  in  January  1847,  but  because  back  of  him  fina 
cially,  both  in  his  lectures  and  in  the  popular  book  on  Egypt  allud 
to  above,  was  one  of  its  members,  Richard  K.  Haight.  Mr.  Haig 
made  extensive  purchases  of  books  on  Egypt  to  help  Gliddon  in  1 
work  and  all  these  books,  including  the  very  copy  of  Rosellin 
Monumenti  of  which  the  colored  plates  were  enlarged  to  illustra 
Gliddon's  lectures,  as  well  as  some  of  Gliddon's  manuscrip 
are  now  in  the  Society's  library.  Mr.  Haight  was  one  of  t 
early  American  travellers  in  Egypt  and  met  Gliddon  the 
not  later  than  1836.  With  Richard  Randolph  of  Philadelph: 
he  was  a  patron  of  the  "Egyptian  Society,"  which  had  just  be 
founded  in  Cairo.  Later,  during  a  winter  spent  together  in  Par 
Gliddon,  through  his  benefactor's  influence,  enjoyed  many  spec 
opportunities  to  pursue  his  studies. 

One  is  almost  incredulous  on  reading  the  list14  of  Americans  w 
travelled  in  Egypt  in  the  thirties  and  forties  and  saw  fit  afterwar 
to  print  accounts  of  their  journeys,  and  I  have  not  yet  had  time 
go  through  these  books  for  possible  references  to  Dr.  Abbott  and  1 
collection.  But  before  passing  to  our  subject  of  central  interest, 
may  mention  one  other  American  traveller,  who  brought  back  frc 
Egypt  a  small  collection  before  the  arrival  in  America  of  the  largt 
more  important  Abbott  Collection.  I  refer  to  Dr.  Henry  Andersc 
who  was  in  Thebes  in  1848  and  whose  collection,  at  first  a  privz 
one,  later,  in  1864  and  1877,  was  given  to  the  New  York  Histori( 
Society.  It  includes  a  few  large  pieces  of  unusual  character  for  tl 
country,  supplementing  delightfully  the  material  in  the  Abbe 
collection;  of  these  pieces  I  intend  soon  to  give  an  account  in  t 
Society's  Bulletin. 

Dr.  Henry  Abbott,  a  British  physician,  must  have  gone  to  Cai 
about  1832,  for  he  always  spoke  of  his  collection  as  the  result 
twenty  years'  residence  there  and  he  left  Egypt  with  it,  bound  i 

13  See  Smithsonian  Contributions  to.  Knowledge  No.  208  (1869).  To  this  publicati 
Major  H.  E.  Winlock  was  so  good  as  to  call  my  attention. 

14  For  a  list,  see  open  letter  of  George  R.  Gliddon  in  the  North  American,  Philadelp] 
February  10,  1847.  Gliddon  there  said  that  before  his  father's  appointment  as  Consi 
Agent  in  1832  the  very  name  of  Amerikan  was  unfamiliar  in  Egypt. 
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New  York,  in  1852.15  He  was  not  an  Egyptologist,  and  one  of  his 
likable  traits  was  his  entire  freedom  from  pretense  to  knowledge 
which  he  did  not  possess.  He  belonged  to  the  second  generation  of 
collectors,  who,  after  the  Napoleonic  wars,  used  the  advantage  of 
prolonged  residence  in  Egypt  to  acquire  antiquities.  Before  him, 
had  been  the  Consuls-General  Henry  Salt  and  Drovetti,  representing 
respectively  England  and  France,  and  many  lesser  men.  His  con- 
temporaries most  distinguished  as  collectors  were  the  French  sur- 
geon, Clot-Bey,  who  also  lived  in  Cairo  and  whose  collection  later 
passed  to  the  city  of  Marseilles,  and  the  Mr.  Harris  of  Alexandria, 
mentioned  earlier  in  this  paper. 

As  early  as  1843  Dr.  Abbott's  collection  had  reached  dimensions 
to  be  catalogued  and  the  first  catalogue  was  prepared  by  Joseph 
Bonomi,  a  well-known  sculptor  and  antiquarian  of  the  time.  Bon- 
omi's  name  at  the  end  of  the  text  is  accompanied  by  the  words 
"Cairo  1843,"  but  the  catalogue  was  perhaps  not  published  until 
1846,  for  the  only  copies  which  have  come  to  my  notice  were  printed 
in  London  in  the  latter  year.  The  lithographic  plates  which  illus- 
trate this  valuable  and  fascinating  old  record  were  executed  on  the 
island  of  Malta.  Already  some  of  the  most  famous  objects  of  the 
collection,  a  mummied  bull,  beautiful  toilet  spoons,  a  necklace 
bearing  the  name  of  Menes,  the  first  historical  king  of  Egypt — to 
mention  a  few — were  in  the  doctor's  possession.  The  numbers  in 
this  first  printed  catalogue  are  not  continuous,  but  arranged  by 
groups  as  the  collection  was  distributed  in  Dr.  Abbott's  house  in 
Cairo;  they  total  569.  Much  of  Bonomi's  text  was  retained  in  the 
later,  enlarged  editions  of  the  catalogue  prepared  in  this  country. 
The  earliest  mention  of  Dr.  Abbott  which  I  have  found,  thus  far, 
in  Egyptological  literature  is  apropos  of  the  find-spot  of  the  gold  ring 
inscribed  with  Cheops'  name  in  a  book  by  Sir  Gardner  Wilkinson 
printed  in  1843.^  In  the  decade  of  the  forties  the  Abbott  collection 
was  again  and  again  visited  by  Wilkinson,  Prisse  d'Avennes,  and 
Lepsius,  among  others,  and  many  of  its  striking  objects  were  made 
known  by  these  men,  all  so  eminent,  though  in  differing  degrees,  in 
service  to  Egyptology.     The  fame  of  the  collection  in  Europe,  to 


16  In  a  letter  in  the  files  of  the  Society  addressed  to  Dr.  Abbott  and  dated  "Alexandria, 
n  June,  1853,"  occurs  the  sentence:  "It  is  now  one  entire  year  since  vou  left  the  land  of 
the  Pharaohs." 

15a  Modern  Egypt  end  Thebes,  Vol.  I,  p.  357 
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this  day,  rests  on  their  descriptions  and  reproductions  of  the  piece! 
which  interested  them. 

Dr.  Abbott's  profession,  his  position  as  secretary  of  the  "Egyp 
tian  Literary  Association,"  possibly  identical  with  the  "Egyp 
tian  Society"  so  often  mentioned  by  Gliddon,  and  the  growing 
reputation  of  his  collection  brought  him  in  frequent  contact  witl 
Americans.  Furthermore  his  entire  family  had  long  since  re 
moved  to  America.  It  became  his  ambition,  encouraged  by  hi 
American  friends,  to  dispose  of  his  collection  to  some  public  insti 
tution  in  this  country,  where  it  would  remain  ever  intact,  and,  in  s< 
doing,  to  recover  its  commercial  value  for  the  benefit  of  his  wife  an< 
children.  This  resolution  was  taken  at  least  as  early  as  1851,  for  ii 
an  anonymous  letter  from  Alexandria  of  April  12,  1851,  printed  ii 
the  London  Athenaeum,  we  read:  "Talking  of  antiquaries  and  col 
lections,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  the  wonderful  gallery  belonging  t< 
Dr.  Abbott  of  Cairo  is  about  to  be  sent  to  America  for  sale.  Mos 
people  who  have  visited  Egypt  must  be  aware  of  the  value  of  thi 
gallery: — which  within  the  last  year,  however,  has  greatly  increase' 
its  scope.  I  regret  its  removal  across  the  Atlantic  the  more  becaus 
it  has  been  got  together  on  fair  principles :  consisting  of  objects  whic 
once  discovered  would  have  been  destroyed  or  dispersed  but  fc 
Dr.  Abbott.   ..." 

The  earliest  trace  of  Dr.  Abbott's  presence  in  New  York  which 
have  noted  is  contained  in  the  minutes  of  a  "stated  meeting"  of  th 
New  York  Historical  Society  held  on  November  5,  1852.  The  pn 
siding  officer  announced  the  presence  of  Dr.  Abbott  of  Cairo  an 
spoke  of  the  gold  ring  bearing  Cheops'  name  which  he  had  with  hin 
The  collection,  if  not  then  in  New  York,  must  have  arrived  soo 
after,  for,  from  the  newspapers  of  the  time,  we  learn  that  the  fin 
intention  was  to  put  it  on  public  exhibition  during  Christmas  wee 
1852,16  but  that  eventually  the  opening  was  deferred  until  after  tr 
New  Year.  As  early  as  January  4,  1853,  however,  it  was  advertise 
as  now  open  for  an  admission  fee  of  fifty  cents  at  the  Stuyvesar 
Institute  on  Broadway,  opposite  Bond  Street. 

Dr.  Abbott's  only  stay  in  the  United  States  was  brief  and  w; 
one  of  bitter  disappointment.  Almost  from  the  first  the  exhibitic 
failed  to  pay  expenses  and  efforts  to  dispose  of  the  collection  wei 

l6The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser^  December,  23.  But  cf.  issues  of  Dec.  24-31,  a 
those  of  January,  1853. 
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not  brought  to  a  successful  issue  during  his  life-time.  The  interest 
aroused  by  Gliddon's  lectures  had  been,  after  all,  a  passing  one, 
which  did  not  greatly  touch  the  pocket-books  of  those  in  a  position 
to  secure  this  valuable  material  for  America.  A  note  by  B.  J. 
Lossing  on  a  copy  belonging  to  the  Society  of  the  1853  catalogue  of 
the  Abbott  Collection  mentions  an  interview  of  February  24,  1854, 
with  Dr.  Abbott,  when  he  had  already  lost  $6,000  and  was  about  to 
go  back  to  Egypt.  At  least  by  the  end  of  the  summer  of  1855  he 
was  again  living  in  Cairo,  for,  of  that  time,  William  C.  Prime  wrote 
" .  .  .  and  almost  every  morning  I  smoked  a  sheshee  with  Dr. 
Abbott  and  talked  of  ancient  Egypt."17  It  should  be  made  clear 
that  the  renowned  "Abbott  papyrus"  of  the  British  Museum  was 
never  the  property  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society.  Sir  Gard- 
ner Wilkinson  made  a  "facsimile"  of  it  in  Cairo  in  1856  and  bought 
it  of  Dr.  Abbott  there  in  1857.18  There  is  not  the  slightest  reason 
to  suppose  that  it  was  even  ever  in  this  country,  rather  it  was  in  all 
probability  acquired  after  Dr.  Abbott  returned  to  Egypt,  having 
left  in  New  York  the  collection  on  which  he  had  spent  so  many  years 
of  his  life.  His  death  occurred  two  years  after  the  sale  of  the 
papyrus,  in  1859,  in  Cairo. 

The  New  York  Historical  Society  possesses  many  documents 
relating  to  the  history  of  the  Abbott  Collection  while  in  the  Stuyve- 
sant  Institute  and  to  the  efforts  made  to  sell  it.  Three  of  these  are 
reproduced  in  the  illustrations.  Fig.  1  is  a  broadside  which  cannot 
be  earlier  than  1857,  because  of  its  reference  to  Professor  Felton's 
paper,  which  was  read  March  10,  1857.19  The  statuette,  an  ushebti, 
which  was  figured  also  on  the  cover  of  several  editions  of  the  cata- 
logue, curiously,  was  not  chosen  from  Dr.  Abbott's  collection,  but 
was  borrowed  from  a  plate  accompanying  Prisse  d'Avennes'  article 
in  the  Revue  archeologique  of  1846  on  the  collections  in  Cairo;  this 
particular  piece  was  then  in  the  Clot-Bey  collection!  The  tailpiece 
represents  one  of  the  yellow,  heavy  pasteboard  tickets  of  admission 
to  the  collection  when  in  the  Stuyvesant  Institute.  In  both  these 
cuts  the  admission  price  is  seen  to  have  been  reduced  from  the 
original  fifty  cents  to  twenty-five  cents. 


17  Op.  cit.y  p.  60. 

18  See  the  "Prefatory  Remarks"  to  Select  Papyri  in  the  Hieratic  Character  from  the  Collec- 
tions of  the  British  Museum,  Part  II. 

19  Proceedings  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  371. 
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EGYPTIAN  GALLERY 


659  Broadway,  N.Y. 


Celebrated  Collection  of  » 


Numbering  upwards  of 

2000  OBJECTS!! 


Rt  Rev  BISHOP  WAINWRIGHT, 

Rev.  DR  HAWKS, 

Prot  J.  V.  O.  SMITH, 

Sir  GARDNER  WILKINSON,  Dr.  G.  8EYFFARTH, 

BATTLE  ST.  JOHN,  Esq.  Dr.  J.  W.  FRANCIS. 

PROFESSOR   FELTON, 

(Of  Harvard  University,) 
In  a  recent  paper  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  American 
Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  gives  an  account  of  bis  visit 
to  this  Gallery,  and  says  that  it  is  "  full  of  antiquities, 
rarer  and  mere  curious  ,  than  those  in  any  European 
Museum." 


%*  This  Wonderful  Collection  is  now  the  daily  resort  of  the  Slite,  and 
is  -patronized  by  all  persons  of  literary  taste  and  refinement.  It  is 
decidedly  the  most  popular,  the  most  attractive,  and  the  most  instructive 
Exhibition  in  the  City. 


Open  Day  and  Evening. 


Admission  25  Cents. 


I.  B.  HARRISON.* 


>.,  Prlalen,  Ul  Brooma  St.,  New 


Fig.  i.  BROADSIDE  WITH  REFERENCE  TO  THE  ABBOTT  COL- 
LECTION. DATING  FROM  1857  OR  1858 
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Figure  2  represents  one  of  five  long  blue  sheets  having  the  same 
printed  heading,  but  different  signatures.  On  this  sheet  the  names 
of  the  original  New  York  signers  have  been  copied  by  one 
hand  from  the  similar  page  containing  their  signatures;  the 
New  York  list  was  suitably  headed  by  Dr.  John  W.  Francis,  long 
influential  in  helping  the  cause  of  Art  in  this  city.  But  the  main 
interest  lies  in  the  signatures  of  the  president,  professors,  and  tutors 
of  Harvard  College.  The  name  of  James  Walker  fixes  the  paper 
as  not  later  than  January  26,  i860,  when  he  ceased  to  be  president, 
and  the  name  of  Edward  Pearce  as  not  earlier  than  1858,  when 
Pearce  became  a  tutor.20  Considering  the  limits  determined  by  the 
names,  we  may  associate  with  this  document  a  letter  of  December 
31,  1858,  in  the  Society's  files,  which  is  addressed  to  Gustav  Seyf- 
farth  and  shows  that  signatures  were  then  beginning  to  be  solicited. 

The  "American  Institution,"  referred  to  in  the  printed  heading 
of  Figure  2,  may  possibly  in  the  intention  of  a  few,  even  then,  have 
been  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  but  no  official  action  of  the 
the  governing  body  is  recorded  until  April  5,  1859,  when  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  endeavor  to  secure  the  collection.  The  collection 
was  declared  the  property  of  the  Society  at  the  meeting  of  June  19, 
i860.  Thus,  after  the  failure  of  earlier  proposals  to  place  it  in 
Cooper  Institute21  and  to  unite  it  with  Catlin's  Indian  Museum,22 
this,  the  most  valuable  Egyptian  Collection  at  the  time  in  the  United 
States  and  the  first  to  be  exhibited  publicly  in  this  country,  was 
retained  in  America  by  the  action  of  this  Society.23  Its  final  acqui- 
sition was  the  high-water  mark  in  the  nineteenth  century's  record 
of  American  concern  for  Egyptian  studies,  if  we  except  only  the  last 
decade  of  the  century. 

Among  the  frequenters  of  the  Abbott  Collection  here  in  New 
York  before  and  after  its  acquisition  by  this  Society  was  the  Gustav 
SeyfFarth  mentioned  incidentally  above.  The  older  technical 
literature  on  ancient  Egypt  is  full  of  allusions  to  him,  because  he 
was  one  of  the  prominent  opponents  of  Champollion.      How  a  man 

20  Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Edwin  F  Gay  a  photostat  copy  of  this  sheet  was  submitted 
to  Mr.  William  C.  Lane,  who  kindly  furnished  these  and  other  data  with  regard  to  the  signers. 

21  See  Harper  s  Monthly,  Easy  Chair,  June  1854. 

22  Putnam's  Monthly,  October  1854. 

23  Mr.  Frederic  Delano  Weekes  has  been  looking  into  the  details  of  the  acquisition  of  the 
collection  by  the  New  York  Historical  Society  and  into  the  history  of  the  Abbott  family  in 
this  country,  with  some  results,  not  touched  on  above,  which  I  understand  that  he  intends,  in 
time,  to  present  to  the  Society. 


I  Ik-  \iii<l<  issued,  being  informed  that  there  is  danger  that  Dr.  Abbott's  Egyptian  Museum  may  be 
removed  from  this  country  for. sale  to  the  British  Museum,  and  regarding  it  as  highly  important  to  tha 
interests  of  learning  in  America  that  this  serious  loss  should  be  averted,  respectfully  call  the  attention  of 
the  public  to  the  Collection,  and  to  an  attempt  which  is  about  to  be  made  toward  the  completion  of  the 
purchase  for  deposit  in  an  American  Institution.  We  regard  the  Collection  as  invaluable  to  the  scholar, 
the  student,  and  the  reader  of  the  Bible,  or  of  Ancient  History,  and  we  urgently  desire  to  prevent  a 
removal  which  would  not  only  be  a  loss  to  the  country,  but  would  be  a  disgrace  to  American  public  spirit. 
We  understand  that  a  public  Exhibition  of  some  of  the  more  interesting  curiosities,  with  addresses  from 
gentlemen  of  well-known  reputation,  is  in  process  of  arrangement.  We  cordially  approve  of  the  meeting, 
and  ask  the  citizens  of  New  York  to  attend  it. 


,^     <£_,     ^  *T- #p£* 


&&<s?*srT^  ^yt^-c^c^T 


^r?  &,^Tq»\. 


Fig.  2.  APPEAL  FOR  THE  RETENTION  OF  THE  ABBOTT  COLLECTION  IN  AMERICA  SIGNED 
BY  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  A  NUMBER  OF  PROFESSORS  AND  TUTORS  OF  HARVARD  COLLEGE 
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of  such  scholarly  training  as  he  had  received  in  St.  Afra's  Gymnasium 
in  Meissen  and  in  the  University  of  Leipsic  could  all  his  life  be  so 
tenaciously  wrong-headed  is  difficult  to  comprehend.  He  was  con- 
nected with  the  University  of  Leipsic  for  thirty-one  years,  at  first, 
apparently,  as  docent,  but  for  twenty-four  years  as  professor  and 
University  preacher,  and  from  that  vantage-ground23a  did  much  to 
retard  the  general  recognition  of  Champollion's  discoveries.  In 
1856  he  migrated  to  this  country  and  America  was  as  ready  to  re- 
ceive him  at  his  own  valuation  as  she  had  been  to  listen  to  Gliddon. 
A  printed  prospectus  of  lectures  to  be  delivered  by  SeyfFarth  at  the 
Stuyvesant  Institute  in  1856,  which  was  sent  out  in  the  names  of 
Charles  King,  President  of  Columbia  College,  J.  G.  Cogswell  of  the 
Astor  Library,  and  Dr.  J.  W.  Francis,  announced  him  as  the  dis- 
coverer of  the  key  to  the  hieroglyphs  and  of  much  besides !  Because 
of  his  long  familiarity  with  Egyptian  monuments,  he  was  quick  to 
recognize  the  importance  of  the  Abbott  Collection  and  he  lent  his 
aid  in  impressing  its  worth  upon  others.  Among  his  books  is  one 
which  appeared  in  1857:  "Summary  of  Recent  Discoveries  in  Bibli- 
cal Chronology,  Universal  History,  and  Egyptian  Archaeology  with 
Special  Reference  to  Dr.  Abbott's  Egyptian  Museum  in  New  York." 
Correspondence  in  the  possession  of  the  Society  shows  that  those 
interested  in  retaining  the  collection  in  this  country  relied  upon  his 
help. 

In  the  years  1826-29  SeyfFarth  had  travelled  widely  in  Europe, 
visiting  the  collections  then  containing  Egyptian  objects  and  copying 
all  manner  of  texts,  for  which  he  had  his  own  method  of  decipher- 
ment. Those  early  copies,  consisting  of  wet-paper  impressions, 
impressions  in  wax,  pencil  rubbings,  tracings,  and  free-hand  copies 
were  afterwards  gathered  in  a  series  of  large  volumes  bound  in  half- 
parchment  and  elaborately  indexed,  which  he  called  his  Bibliotheca 
Aegyptiaca.  This  and  an  unpublished  manuscript,  Clavis  Aegyp- 
tiaca,  after  his  death  in  1885,  came  to  the  New  York  Historical 
Society,  of  which  SeyfFarth  had  been  a  member  since  1864.  These 
works  have  a  certain  value,  the  first  as  a  connected  record  of  much 
of  the  Egyptian  material  available  in  Europe  before  183024  and  the 


23aSee  Karl  Knortz,  Gustav  Seyffarth,  eine  biographische  Skizze  and  an  article  by  Ebers, 
Zeitschrift  der  deutschen  morgenlandischen  Gesellschaft,  Vol.  41  (1887)  pp.  193-231. 

24  Whether  texts  now  lost  sight  of  are  included  among  its  numerous  excellent  pencil  rub- 
bings is  yet  to  be  determined. 
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second  as  representing  what  the  young  science  of  Egyptology  hat 
to  contend  with,  before  it  became  sufficiently  established  to  com 
mand  general  respect. 

Before  leaving  the  subject  of  Seyffarth,  I  may  mention  that  th 
latest  public  examination  of  a  mummy  of  which  I  have  found  recor< 
took  place  in  the  Cooper  Institute  on  the  evening  of  December  15 
1864.25  Not  only  the  mummy,  but  a  wooden  sarcophagus,  an  an 
thropoid  coffin,  a  chair,  and  small  table,  supposed  to  belong  to  it 
were  on  the  platform,  having  been  taken  over  from  the  New  Yor 
Historical  Society's  building.  Dr.  Henry  Anderson,  who  had  give] 
them  to  the  Society,26  and  his  son,  J.  Ellery  Anderson,  deliverer 
addresses  and  the  latter  read  translations  of  the  inscriptions  on  th 
coffin  prepared  by  Professor  Seyffarth  in  accordance  with  his  owj 
remarkable  system. 

One  other  member  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  canno 
be  omitted  even  from  so  rapid  a  survey  as  the  present  one.  I  refe 
to  Edwin  Smith,  whose  name  occurs  in  the  first  volume  of  the  ol< 
register  of  the  Abbott  Collection  in  Stuyvesant  Institute  and  wh< 
in  1854  was  able  to  read  correctly  a  name  hitherto  undeciphered  on 
wooden  stamp  in  the  collection.27  Late  in  1857,  or  early  in  1858,  h 
went  to  Egypt  and  with  the  exception  of  one  brief  visit  to  thi 
country  at  the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War,  he  lived  there,  chiefly  ii 
Luxor,  until  1876,  when  he  went  to  spend  the  remaining  years  of  hi 
life  with  a  daughter  residing  on  the  Bay  of  Naples.  Mr.  Smith  wa 
in  Luxor  in  the  days  of  Lady  Duff  Gordon  and  one  cannot  bu 
wonder  if  the  following  sentence  in  a  letter  of  hers  of  October  c, 
1864,  addressed  to  Sir  Alexander  Duff  Gordon,  did  not  refer  t< 
Smith:  "If  you  can  come  (out  to  Egypt)  please  bring  the  books  ii 
enclosed  list  for  an  American  Egyptologist  at  Luxor,  a  friend  o 
mine."  One  event  of  Edwin  Smith's  residence  in  Luxor  was  note< 
by  Samuel  Birch  in  the  "Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  o 
Literature,"  Vol.  X,  in  a  paper  recounting  the  visit  of  the  Prince  o 
Wales  to  Egypt  in  1868.  At  Thebes  Mr.  Edwin  Smith  and  th 
British  Vice-Consul,  at  some  personal  risk,  descended  a  shaft  niner 


25  See  the  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser  and  the  Evening  Post  for  December  16,  186/ 
The  audience  was  estimated  at  1000  persons.' 

26  Cf.  above,  p.  8. 

27  See  article  by  Seyffarth  in  Transactions  of  the  Academy  of  Science  of  St.  Louis,  Vol.  I  pj 
254  and  255. 
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feet  deep  and  brought  up  thirty  mummies  and  their  coffins  for  the 
delight  of  the  royal  visitor,  who  afterwards  took  the  best  of  them  to 
England  and  distributed  them  to  various  institutions.  During 
Edwin  Smith's  years  in  Egypt  he  formed  a  collection  of  Egyptian 
antiquities,  especially  rich  in  papyri,  which  in  1907  was  presented 
to  the  New  York  Historical  Society  by  his  daughter,  Miss  Leonora 
Smith,  and  which  has  very  acceptably  added  to  the  Egyptian 
material  longer  owned  by  the  Society. 

The  Abbott  Collection  of  Egyptian  Antiquities  remained  until 
1872  the  only  one  owned  by  a  public  institution  in  this  country. 
Then  the  Boston  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  acquired  the  Way  Collection, 
as  it  is  known  today  from  its  donor,  although  the  name  of  its  col- 
lector, Robert  Hay,  has  more  significance  for  those  interested  in  the 
history  of  Egyptian  studies.  This  collection  is  the  earliest  Egyptian 
collection  now  in  America,  for  it  was  formed  in  the  years  1828-33, 
but  it  long  remained  in  its  owner's  home  in  Scotland.  In  1868, 
after  his  death,  a  catalogue  of  the  collection  was  prepared  by  one  of 
Hay's  sons  under  the  superintendence  of  the  same  Joseph  Bonomi 
who  had  written  the  first  catalogue  of  the  Abbott  Collection  and 
who  had  collaborated  with  others  in  a  work,  still  useful,  "A  Gallery 
of  Antiquities  Selected  from  the  British  Museum";  this  last-men- 
tioned book  was  dedicated  to  Robert  Hay.  Some  of  the  material 
collected  by  Hay  went  in  his  lifetime  into  the  British  Museum,  but 
the  residue  of  his  collection,  covered  by  the  catalogue  published  in 
1869,  amounted  to  1084  numbers  and  is  now  in  the  Boston  Museum. 
In  January  1881  the  Egyptian  obelisk  in  Central  Park,  New  York, 
was  set  up  and  in  the  same  year  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art  re- 
ceived its  first  gift  of  objects  from  Egypt,  two  inscribed  bronze 
crabs,  which  had  been  placed  beneath  corners  of  the  obelisk  when  it 
was  re-erected  by  the  Romans  in  Alexandria;  these  bronze  crabs 
were  followed  in  1886  by  a  purchase  from  the  Egyptian  Govern- 
ment of  important  earlier  material. 

An  estimate  of  Egyptian  material  in  the  United  States  in  1887 
was  ventured  by  Charles  E.  Moldenke  in  the  course  of  a  paper  on 
the  "Language  of  the  Ancient  Egyptians  and  its  Monumental 
Records"  published  in  the  "Transactions  of  the  New  York  Academy 
of  Sciences,"  Vol.  IV.,  pp. 60-74.  "New  York  of  course  holds  first 
rank,"  said  Moldenke,  referringto  the  obelisk,  the  "excellent  collection 
at  the  Metropolitan  Museum,"  "the  famous  Abbott  Collection  (the 
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largest  in  the  country  surpassing  in  many  respects  some  European 
collections)  at  the  New  York  Historical  Society,  and  the  collection 
of  Columbia  College."28  Strangely,  Moldenke  spoke  of  Boston  as 
"boasting  no  small  collection."  He  referred  to  "fine  specimens  of 
statuettes,  scarabaei,  precious  rings  of  later  dynasties  and  a  few 
excellent  stele"  belonging  to  Johns  Hopkins  University,  presumably 
contained  in  the  Cohen  Collection,  which  we  have  noted  above 
(p.  5-6)  as  given  to  the  University  in  1884,  and  he  called  attention  to 
the  "Papyrus  General  Stone"  at  Lafayette  College,  which  SeyfFarth, 
writing  in  1859,  had  said  contained  "the  finest  hieratic  inscription" 
he  had  ever  seen.29  Moldenke  continued:  "Besides  these,  there  are 
thousands  of  Egyptian  monuments  scattered  over  our  country 
which  are  for  the  most  part  in  private  hands." 

It  is  impossible  in  this  article  to  follow  the  details  of  the  later 
expansion  of  Egyptian  collections  in  this  country.  Suffice  it  to 
record  that  also  with  the  establishment  of  American  branches  of  the 
British  Societies,  the  Egypt  Exploration  Fund  and  the  Egyptian 
Research  Account,  in  1883  and  1894  respectively,  a  certain  amount 
of  Egyptian  material  flowed  in  to  the  subscribers  to  these  funds  and 
aided  the  city  and  college  museums  in  building  up  Egyptian  sections. 
The  highly  successful  lecturing  tour  of  Amelia  B.  Edwards  in  1889 
again,  for  a  brief  time,  popularized  the  subject  of  ancient  Egypt 
among  us  and  furthered  the  interests  of  the  Egypt  Exploration 
Fund.  But  the  Abbott  Collection  held  its  preeminent  place,  until, 
with  the  twentieth  century,  the  collections  of  the  large  museums  of 
art  began  to  grow  by  leaps  and  bounds  as  the  result  of  their  own 
admirably  conducted  expeditions  for  excavation  in  Egypt. 

In  the  second  half  of  the  nineteenth  century  America  produced 
many  "Egyptologists,"  men  who  studied  Egyptian  monuments 
and  inscriptions  with  more  or  less  understanding,  using  the  results  of 
foreign  scholars'  work,  and  even  came  out  with  publications  of  their 
own,"30  but  whose  writings,  nevertheless,  were  not  of  a  character  to 


^Thus  far,  I  have  been  unable  to  learn  the  character  or  present  whereabouts  of  the 
"  collection  of  Columbia  College." 

29  Transactions  of  the  Academy  of  Science  of  St.  Louis,  Vol.  I,  pp.  527-538. 

30  Such  as  Ancient  Egypt  or  Mizraim,  which  included  reproductions  in  smaller  size  of  thirty 
plates  from  the  Description  de  I'Egypte,  twelve  from  Lepsius  Denkmaler,  and  others  from  good 
sources,  with  text  by  Samuel  Binion;  this  work  appeared  in  1887.  Its  author  wrote  some 
accounts  of  the  Abbott  Collection,  which  appeared  in  New  York  papers  and  were  unusually 
free  from  misstatements. 
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influence  in  the  slightest  particular  the  course  of  the  science  of 
Egyptology.  Not  until  the  decade  of  the  nineties  did  America,  in  a 
strict  sense,  have  Egyptologists.  The  late  W.  Max  Miiller,  who 
settled  in  Philadelphia,  having  behind  him  a  training  in  the  Berlin 
school  of  Egyptian  philology  and  a  considerable  record  of  articles 
in  technical  journals,  continued  to  produce,  throughout  his  life,  in 
America.  The  decade  saw  the  beginning  of  instruction  in  the 
Egyptian  language  in  American  universities,  as  Professor  J.  H. 
Breasted,  also  Berlin-trained,  was  given  a  chair  of  Egyptology 
in  the  University  of  Chicago.  Academic  instruction  was  offered 
also  at  Harvard  in  the  nineties,  and  in  1899,  the  first  of  the  American 
Expeditions  to  Egypt,  financed  by  the  late  Mrs.  Hearst  for  the 
benefit  of  the  University  of  California,  began  its  work.  Since  1900 
America  has  done  a  creditable  amount  in  the  fields  of  Egyptian 
archaeology,  history,  religion,  and,  to  a  lesser  degree,  language,  but 
is  even  now  under  the  disadvantage  of  having  far  too  few  trained 
workers. 

I  have  endeavored  to  show  in  historical  perspective  the  service 
which  the  New  York  Historical  Society  rendered  in  the  middle  years 
of  the  last  century  by  securing  for  this  country  the  Abbott  Collec- 
tion. What  may  I  say,  in  closing,  of  the  Society's  opportunity  for 
service  in  the  further  growth  of  American  interest  in  Egyptian  art 
and  civilization?  The  Abbott  Collection,  although  now  far  ex- 
ceeded in  size  and  in  total  value,  by  a  few  other  American  collec- 
tions, still  occupies  a  position  of  distinction,  because  of  its  many  rare 
objects  of  art — Dr.  Abbott  was  a  discriminating  collector — and  its 
representative  series  of  written  documents.  I  am  occasionally  asked 
if  it  would  not  be  more  useful  were  it  in  the  Metropolitan  Museum. 
Such  material,  once  cared  for  and  exhibited  by  the  modern  museum 
methods,  which  have  developed  since  1900,  is  bound  to  be  useful 
wherever  it  may  be  situated.  But  there  is  a  special  advantage  in  its 
retention  by  the  Society  which  acquired  it,  when,  as  yet,  there  were 
no  museums  of  art.  It  is  worth  while  to  have  in  Manhattan  a  small, 
as  well  as  a  large,  Egyptian  collection.  The  system  of  classification 
necessarily  differs  in  the  Society's  Egyptian  collections,  comprising 
perhaps  4,000  pieces,  from  that  proper  to  a  collection  which  fills 
some  fourteen  large  galleries.  The  one  must  be  arranged  by  classes 
of  material,  the  other  makes  first  a  chronological  division  of  its 
objects.     In  the  Abbott  Collection  one  sees  the  ushebtis  all  in  one 
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case  and  compares  early,  beautiful  pieces,  widely  spaced  on  th 
lower  shelves,  with  those  of  the  late  types,  which  crowd  the  uppei 
most  shelf,  even  as  they  were  put  in  vast  number  in  late  Egyptia 
tombs.  In  the  Metropolitan  Museum  one  views  the  ushebtis  of  th 
twentieth  century  before  Christ  in  their  context  'of  other  coi 
temporary  material,  and  looks  for  the  later  ushebtis  in  still  othe 
rooms.  Both  methods  of  approach  to  ancient  Egypt  are  helpful  t 
students  and  art  lovers.  The  crux  of  the  matter,  however,  as  cor 
cerns  the  Abbott  Collection,  is  to  get  the  needed  care  and  ne- 
installation  of  the  material  effected.  This  can  be  accomplishec 
where  so  much  is  to  be  done  and  funds  are  limited,  only  by  a  syi 
tematic  program  of  work,  such  as  is  now  in  progress,  extending  ove 
a  series  of  years.  Papyri  in  delicate  condition,  are  only  to  be  dea 
with  in  due  course  by  a  skilled  method,  worked  out  by  cautioi 
experiment;  crude  and  hasty  procedure  would  displace  or  destro 
precious  bits  of  writing,  that  otherwise  will  be  saved.  When  tr. 
Society  has  the  means  to  erect  a  wing,  containing  a  gallery  i 
which  the  Egyptian  objects  may  be  brought  together,  then,  an 
only  then,  can  its  valuable  old  Egyptian  collections  really  corr 
into  their  own  and  give  to  the  New  York  public  all  the  pleasure  th; 
is  theirs  to  give. 

Caroline  Ransom  Williams 


EGYPTIAN  MUSEUM, 

NO.    659    BROADWAY,    NEW-YORK. 


The  objects  in  this  Museum 
numbering  upwards  of  1,000, 
were  almost  all  taken  from 
the  tombs  and  ruined  cities  of 
Egypt,  in  the  presence  and 
under  the  supervision  of  Dr. 
Abbott;  and  it  is  to  the  co- 
pious illustrations  of  the  do- 
mestic, political  nhd  religion* 
economy  of  the  Ancunt 
Egyptians  which  they  afford, 
as  well  as  to  their  singularly 
perfect  aryl  minute  state  of 
preservation,  that  they  owe 
the  extraordinary  interest  thev 


ha' 


allj 


ited,  and  the 
ptessed  desire  to  ret 

OPEN  DAY  AND  EVENING, 

tfc?-"THE    GREATEST 


The  European  reputntibn 
of  Dr.  Abbott's  Collection, 
and  the  profound  theories  that 
have  been  drawn  from  it  bv 
Oriental  Scholars,  a>e  well 
known,  and  the  works  of  the 
following  Authors  may  be  r 
ferred  to  for  opinions  of  its  v 
lue  and  importance  to  the  hi 
tory  of  the  Age  of  the  Ptole- 
mies and  the  Pharaohs,  viz. 
Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Wainright, 
Kv.  Dr.  Hawk*,  Pro.  J.  V.  C. 
Smith,  Sir  Gardner  Wil- 
kinson, Bayle  St.JonN,Esn. 
Stewart  Poole,  Esq..  M, 
Prissk,  in  the  Revue  Arcbae- 
ologique,  M.  Ampere,  &c. 

ADMISSION-TWENTY-FIVE   CENTS. 

ATTRACTION    IN    THE    CITY." 
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THE  CONNECTICUT  GRENADIER  CAP 

This  Cap,  now  on  exhibition  in  the  Society's  rooms,  was  pur- 
chased some  thirty  years  ago  in  an  old  antique  shop  in  New  London, 
Connecticut,  and  is  said  to  have  been  worn  in  the  battle  of  Fort 
Griswold  or  Groton,  in  178 1.  This  is  doubtful,  though  not  impos- 
sible, as  these  caps  were  still  the  headdress  of  many  of  the  indepen- 
dent companies  of  grenadiers  formed  for  state  service,  in  the  Ameri- 
can Colonies,  as  late  as  1777.  These  Independent  Companies  were 
so  called,  from  taking  their  orders  only  from  the  Governor  of  the 
Colony  in  which  they  were  formed. 

While  there  is  no  proof  of  these  caps  not  having  been  worn  in 
battle,  they  were  more  likely  laid  aside  when  the  companies  were 
called  into  service,  as  most  of  the  companies  were  provided  with  a 
working  dress,  and  the  caps  and  bright  uniforms  worn  on  dress 
occasions  only. 

Throughout  the  Revolutionary  War,  there  were  no  companies 
of  grenadiers  in  the  regular  or  Continental  service,  but  in  the  New 
England  Colonies  and  New  York,  independent  grenadier  and  light 
infantry  companies  for  service  in  the  colony  only,  were  very  popular 
and  perhaps  more  so  than  the  other  branches  of  the  service.  These 
companies  had  caps  of  cloth,  bearskin,  or  leather,  with  fancy  decora- 
tions, very  few  of  them  wearing  the  well-known  cocked  felt  hat  of 
the  Continental  soldier. 

The  Cap  we  write  of  was  undoubtedly  the  headdress  of  some 
independent  grenadier  company  formed  in  the  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cut previous  to  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  may  date  back  to  the 
period  of  the  French  and  Indian  War. 

Just  what  city  or  town  the  Company  was  formed  in,  its  name,  for 
they  all  had  names,  such  as  Providence  Grenadiers,  Pawtuxet 
Rangers,  Sportsman  Co.,  German  Fusiliers,  and  etc.,  and  who  com- 
manded the  Company,  is  still  a  question. 

The  Cap  is  beautifully  embroidered  in  white  and  yellow  worsted, 
and  as  the  photograph  plainly  shows,  the  designs  were  very  carefully 
worked.  It  is  made  of  coarse  homespun  cloth,  the  front  bright  red, 
with  turn-up  red,  and  the  back,  blue  with  turn-up  of  red,  the  whole 
being  bound  with  bright  yellow  silk.  At  the  top  is  a  small  round 
pompon  of  mixed  red  and  yellow  worsted.  The  lining  is  of  undyed 
linen. 
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In  research  work,  this  cap  has  always  been  kept  in  mind  by  the 
writer,  but  no  special  effort  has  been  made  to  identify  it  beyond  the 
following  facts,  it  was  certainly  made  and  used  before  the  year  1775, 
and  it  was  certainly  worn  by  a  grenadier  in  some  independent  com- 
pany in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  as  one  may  see  from  the  front 
design,  which  includes  the  three  grapevines  of  the  Connecticut 
Arms.     The  uniform  of  the  Company  was  blue  with  red  facings. 

The  Cap  is  of  the  same  form  and  dimensions  as  those  of  the 
grenadier  companies  in  the  British  Army  of  that  period,  or  rather 
before  1769,  as  these  old  cloth  crewel  worked  grenadier  caps  were 
abolished  in  the  regular  service  in  July  1768,  when  they  were  grad- 
ually replaced  by  those  of  bearskin.  Bearskin  caps  are  still  worn 
by  the  Guards  and  fusileer  regiments  in  the  British  Army,  as  part 
of  their  full-dress  uniform.  The  Cap  when  purchased,  was  further 
adorned  with  a  tall  red  vulture  feather  plume,  fastened  in  rear  of 
the  pompon  and  towering  over  it.  This  with  the  bows  of  red  ribbon 
on  each  side  at  the  base,  must  have  been  some  individual's  fancy  at 
a  later  date. 

Very  few  of  these  old  cloth  caps  have  come  down  to  us,  but 
those  who  are  interested  in  military  dress,  may  find  a  few  in  mu- 
seums abroad,  and  in  the  collections  of  our  New  England  Museums. 

Charles  M.  Lefferts. 
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THE  BOSTON  MASSACRE,  MARCH  Sth,  1770. 
Engraved,  Printed  and  Sold  by  Paul  Revere,  Boston, 
t  of  Isaac  J.  Greenwood.) 


Altho  crudely  drawn  this  engraving  is  a  most  accurate  representation  of  the 
event  and  locality  in  every  detail.  The  view  was  drawn  by  Henry  Pelham. 
The  spot  in  King  street  in  front  of  the  old  State  House  has  always  been 
marked  by  the  paving  being  placed  in  circular  form.  At  each  repaving  of  the 
street  the  circle  has  been  repeated. 
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NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 
By  the  Late  William  Kelby,  Librarian  of  the  Society 
VII 
Thomas  Reynolds, 
Stone  Seal  Cutter,  from  Philadelphia, 
At  Robt.  Montgomery's  No.  38,  Wall-Street,  opposite  the  Coffee- 
House  Bridge. 
Informs  the  Public  that  he  Cuts  Coats  of  Arms,  Crests,  Cyphers, 
Public  and  Office  Seals,  in  the  very  Newest  Styles;  said  Reynolds 
has  a  number  of  Blank  Seals  ready  for  Cutting,  and  Blank  Cornelian 
Stones.     Any  person  wanting  their  Arms,  can  be  furnished  with  a 
sketch  of  them  at  two  dollars. 

[The  Daily  Advertiser,  January  15,  1787.] 

Baltimore,  Jan.  23. 
A  correspondent  has  favored  us  with  a  description  of  the  frontis- 
piece to  the  Buds  of  Beauty,  etc.  (just  published)  and  as  we  are  ever 
desirous  to  promote  the  encouragement  of  the  arts  in  America,  we 
beg  leave  to  lay  it  before  our  readers. — The  three  female  figures  to 
the  left,  represent  the  Fine  Arts,  viz.  poetry,  painting,  and  music; 
to  the  right  stands  America — represented  by  an  Indian  woman  in 
the  dress  of  a  Chief;  in  the  centre,  on  the  fore-ground,  stands  Lib- 
erty, introducing  the  arts  of  America: — To  the  right  stands  an 
obelisk,  dedicated  to  independency,  upon  the  upper  part  of  which 
appear  the  names  of  the  American  Worthies  who  fell  in  the  late 
revolution.  And  at  the  foot  a  young  Fame  engraving  the  name  of 
Laurens,  as  the  last  who  became  a  sacrifice  for  the  good  of  his 
country,  and  on  the  pedestal,  warlike  trophies,  surrounded  by  the 
inscription,  "July  4th,  1776." — Over  the  whole  fame  appears  blow- 
ing her  trumpet,  upon  which  hangs  a  shield,  inscribed,  "Encourage 
these,  and  humanize  the  heart."  The  back-ground  represents  a 
various  country,  with  the  emblems  of  husbandry,  population  and 
commerce,  etc. — This  plate  was  executed  by  an  ingenious  American 
artist,  of  the  name  of  Godwin,  in  New  York,  and  gives  credit  to  his 
abilities,  as  an  engraver. 

[The  New-York  Packet,  February  6,  1787.] 
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ALEXANDER  HAMILTON  BY  CHARLES  WILLSON  PEALE 
(Owned  by  the  Society.) 
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Paper  Hanging  Manufactory 

A  large  and  elegant  assortment  of  PAPER  HANGINGS,  with 
Festoon  Borders  is  now  finished  for  sale,  at  Gerardus  Duyckinck's, 
jun.  Store,  No.  30,  Little-Dock-street,  or  at  John  Colles's  at  the 
Manufactory  in  the  Lower  Barracks  where  orders  and  directions  for 
Paper  is  received,  the  Public  now  can  be  supplied  with  any  kind  of 
Paper  Hanging,  agreeable  to  their  fancy,  plain,  green  and  blue 
verditer,  or  any  other  colour  to  suit  their  Furniture,  may  be  had  at 
a  very  short  notice.  One  very  great  advantage  will  attend  the 
purchasing  of  Paper  Hanging  manufactured  here,  is,  that  it  can 
always  be  matched  again;  many  Persons  have  been  obliged  to  new 
paper  their  Rooms  for  the  want  of  a  few  yards  of  Paper  Hanging, 
that  has  been  imported,  being  damaged  on  their  walls;  and  another 
very  great  advantage  is,  they  can  be  sold  much  cheaper  than  the 
imported  Paper  Hanging,  and  warranted  to  be  equally  as  good. 

Cash  given  for  Old  Ropes,  Linen  and  Cotton  Rags. 

\The  \Daily  Advertiser,  April  12,  1787.] 

Lewis  Clephan 
Portrait  Painter 

Begs  leave  to  acquaint  the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  that  he  has 
removed  from  Chapel-Street  to  Crown-Street,  No.  28,  where  he 
Paints  Likenesses,  whole,  half  and  quarter  Lengths,  on  the  lowest 
and  most  reasonable  Terms. — He  therefore  returns  his  most  grateful 
acknowledgments  for  the  Encouragement  he  has  already  received, 
and  hopes  a  continuance  of  their  Favours;  he  binds  himself,  if  his 
Likenesses  are  not  Striking  and  Approved  of,  he  requires  no  pay. 
Any  Ladies  or  Gentlemen  who  please  to  favor  him  with  their  Em- 
ploy, may  depend  upon  the  strictest  Attention  being  paid  to  their 
Orders,  and  their  Business  done  with  the  greatest  Attention  and 
Dispatch. 

N.  B.  Miniature  Painting,  Hair  Work,  etc.  done  in  the  neatest 
Manner. 

[The   Independent  Journal:  or,  The  General  Advertiser,  May  16, 

1787.] 
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A  Mezzotint  Print  of  His  Excellency  General  Washington,  don 
by  Charles  Wilston  Peale  of  Philadelphia,  from  a  portrait  which  h 
has  painted  since  the  sitting  of  the  Convention,  is  now  compleatec 
the  likeness  is  esteemed  the  best  that  has  been  executed  in  a  print.- 
This  is  one  of  an  intended  series  of  prints,  to  be  taken  from  M 
Peale's  collection  of  portraits  of  illustrious  persons,  distinguishe 
in  the  late  revolution.  Those  of  His  Excellency  Doctor  Frankli 
and  the  honourable  the  Marquis  de  la  Fayette,  have  been  alread 
published. 

The  price  of  these  prints,  in  a  neat  oval  frame  (the  inner  frarr 
gilt)  is  two  dollars  each,  or  one  dollar  for  the  print  only:  and  a  larg 
allowance  will  be  made  to  those  who  purchase  to  sell  again — Appl 
to  Charles  W.  Peale,  at  the  corner  of  Third  and  Lombard  Stree 
Philadelphia. 

The  printers  in  the  several  states,  who  are  desirous  of  encouraj 
ing  the  fine  arts  in  America,  are  requested  to  publish  this  as  a 
article  of  intelligence;  which  will  oblige  the  numerous  friends  of  tr 
General. 

[The  Daily  Advertiser,  September  24,  1787.] 


NOTES 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oscar  Mussinan  for  tr 
gift  of  a  small  oil  painting  showing  the  ruins  of  Christ  Churcl 
Anthony  Street,  July  30,  1847.  Painted  by  John  Evers.  Now  0 
exhibition  in  the  New  York  Room. 


Dr.  J.  Collins  Warren  of  Boston,  Mass.,  presented  to  the  Librar 
the  following: 

Description  of  an  Egyptian  Mummy  by  John  C.  Warrei 
Influence  of  Anaesthesia  on  the  Surgery  of  the  19th  Century;  Memo 
of  J.  Mason  Warren;  Report  of  the  semi-centennial  of  Anaesthesi; 
Photograph  of  the  north  Wall  Massachusetts  General  Hospita 
showing  the  Mummy;  photogravure  of  one  of  the  earliest  operatior 
under  ether  at  the  Massachusetts  General  Hospital. 
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Captain  Lawrence  Timpson  presented  an  officer's  sword  used 
during  the  Revolutionary  War  and  War  of  1812,  found  at  Barry- 
town-on-Hudson  about  1870. 


Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  presented  fifty-two  manuscripts,  letters, 
petitions,  etc.  relating  to  the  trial  of  Jacob  Barker  on  the  charge  of 
conspiracy  in  the  City  of  New  York,  1826. 


Mr.  Frank  W.  Bayley,  of  Boston,  Mass.,  will  deliver  his  lecture 
'Copley  and  his  Sitters"  on  May  4th,  1920,  before  the  Society. 


Mr.  Arthur  H.  Masten  has  been  appointed  a  Member  of  the 
Executive  Committee. 

Mr.  George  Sherman  has  been  appointed  to  represent  the  Society 
at  the  Centennial  of  the  Hawaiian  Missions  on  April  11,  1920  at 
Hawaii. 

Mr.  Bolton,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  erection  of  the 
Liberty  Pole,  reports  that  the  matter  was  taken  up  with  the 
Art  Commission  of  the  City,  for  their  approval,  and  it  will  be 
necessary  to  submit  plans  and  designs  of  the  proposed  memorial 
for  acceptance  by  the  Art  Commission. 


The  view  of  Wall  Street  about  1825  reproduced  on  the  cover  of 
of  this  issue,  is  an  extremely  rare  view  which  was  presented  to  the 
Society  by  Mrs.  Byan  Kerby  Stevens. 


Exhibitions 


Part  of  the  Society's  Collections  on  Washingtoniana  and  Lin- 
colniana  were  placed  on  exhibition  during  February  and  March. 

During  "Fifth  Avenue  Week"  beginning  April  5th,  the  Society 
will  exhibit  its  collection  of  prints  and  photographs  of  Fifth  Avenue 
in  cooperation  with  The  Fifth  Avenue  Association's  plans  for  that 
week. 
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War  Department,  Washington,  April  20, 1865, 


TIE  MURDERER 


Of  our  late  beloved  President,  Abraham  Lincoln, 
IS  STILL  AT  LARGE. 

150,000  REWARD 


Municipal  Authorities  o 


i  addition  to  any  reward  offered  lag? 


$25,000  REWARD 

Will  b«  paid  for  the  apprehension  of  JOHN  H.  SUBRATT,  on«  of  Booth's  Aoeowplios*. 

$25,000  REWARD 

Will  be  paid  for  the  apprehension*  of  David  C.  Harold,  another  of  Booth**  accomplices. 
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E»WIH  M.  STANTON,  Secretary  of  War. 
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A  RARE  LINCOLN  BROADSIDE  WITH  ORIGINAL  PHOTOGRAPHS  OF  BOOTH  AND 

HIS  ACCOMPLICES  AT  THE  TOP. 

(Owned  by  the  Society.) 
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NECROLOGY 

Admiral  Robert  Edwin  Peary,  U.  S.  N.,  an  honorary  member 
since  1906  died  February  20,  1920,  at  Washington,  D.  C.  in  the  64th 
year  of  his  age. 

William  Van  Schoonhoven  Thorne,  a  life  member  since  1897 
died  February  6,  1920  in  the  55th  year  of  his  age. 

Hon.  P.  Henry  Dugro,  a  member  since  1891,  died  March,  1, 
1920,  in  the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

Francis  S.  Bangs,  a  member  since  1919,  died  March  2,  1920,  in 
the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

Charles  N.  Taintor,  a  member  since  1905,  died  March  12,  1920, 
in  the  80th  year  of  his  age. 

William  Loring  Andrews,  a  life  member  since  1857,  died  March 
19,  1920,  in  the  83rd  year  of  his  age. 

George  Louis  Beer,  a  member  since  191 1,  died  March  15,  1920, 
in  the  47th  year  of  his  age. 

Members  Elected 

Life 

Edward  L.  Burrill. 

Middleton  S.  Burrill. 
Franklin  G.  Manley. 
Mrs.  Fancher  Nicoll. 
Leonidas  Westervelt. 

Annual 

Dr.  C.  Everett  Field. 
Emmett  E.  Giltner. 
Mrs.  Louis  Lowinson. 
John  S.  Melcher. 
Tarrant  Putnam. 
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THE  GEORGE  III  STATUE  ERECTED  IN  BOWLING  GREEN  1770. 
BY  CHARLES  M.  LEFFERTS. 


THE   STATUES   OF   KING   GEORGE    III   AND  THE 

HONORABLE  WILLIAM   PITT   ERECTED 

IN  NEW  YORK  CITY  1770 

To  the  Colonial  disturbances  in  the  Colony  of  New  York 
brought  about  by  the  enactment  of  the  "Stamp  Act"  on  March 
22,  1765  may  be  laid  the  cause  for  the  erection  in  1770  of  the  two 
very  interesting  works  of  sculpture,  the  equestrian  Statue  of  King 
George  III  and  the  pedestrian  statue  of  the  Honorable  William 
Pitt,  later  the  Earl  of  Chatham.  It  is  evident  from  contemporary 
accounts  that  it  was  William  Pitt  (the  Champion  of  the  American 
Cause  in  Parliament  and  his  efforts  for  the  repeal  of  the  Stamp 
Act  on  March  18,  1766)  whom  the  Colonists  desired  mostly  to 
honor  in  consideration  of  his  many  services  for  the  Colonies  during 
those  troublesome  times.  But  the  Legislature  apparently  could 
hardly  justify  the  expenditure  of  a  sum  of  money  to  honor  Pitt 
and  ignore  the  King,  so  we  find  the  first  suggestion  for  the  famous 
Equestrian  Statue  of  King  George  III  originating  in  the  Assembly 
of  the  Colony  of  New  York  in  June,  1766  when  for  several  months 
previously  the  Statue  of  Pitt  had  been  a  matter  of  discussion  which 
resulted  in  a  petition  to  the  Assembly.  That  both  these  statues 
should  have  been  authorized  and  paid  for  simultaneously,  both 
executed  by  the  same  sculptor  in  London,  both  erected  in  the  City 
of  New  York  the  same  year  three  weeks  apart  and  both  destroyed 
six  years  later,  one  by  the  Americans  and  the  other  by  the  British 
and  all  that  is  left  of  each  of  them  should  now  rest  in  the  New  York 
room  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society  close  by  each  other,  al- 
though they  had  strayed  far  apart  for  many  years,  are  facts  in  the 
story  of  the  fate  of  these  two  most  interesting  local  statues  which 
romance  could  not  mould  better.  It  is,  therefore,  impossible  to 
separate  the  accounts  of  these  statues  in  history,  as  the  story  of 
one  relates  to  the  other.  The  statue  of  George  III  was  the  first 
Equestrian  Statue  erected  in  America.1 

One  of  the  earliest  mentions  of  the  intention  to  erect  the  Pitt 
Statue  occurs  in  the  Journals  of  Captain  John  Montressor  who 
under  date  of  March  18,  1766  writes: 

1  The  Equestrian  Statues  of  the  World,  1913,  page  8.     Two  other  Equestrian  statues  were 
erected  to  George  III  according  to  this  list,  one  in  London  and  another  in  Liverpool. 
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"The  Sons  of  Liberty  preparing  to  have  a  procession,  with  Si 
Jeffry  Amherst's  effigy,  afterwards  to  burn  it,  as  they  say  he  pre 
posed  to  augment  the  military  forces  in  America,  towards  th 
more  effectual  forcing  the  Stamp  Act.  Also  propose,  erecting 
statue  of  Mr.  Pitt  (as  a  friend)  in  the  Bowling  Green,  on  the  iden 
tical  spot  where  the  Lieut.  Governor's  chariot  was  burned  and  t 
name  that  Green  'Liberty  Green'  forever."2 

Bowling  Green,  therefore,  was  first  suggested  for  the  Pit 
statue,  but  afterwards  the  king's  equestrian  statue  was  given  thi 
imposing  location  while  Pitt  was  placed  at  Wall  and  Williar 
Streets. 

William  Pitt  enjoyed  the  favor  and  gratitude  of  the  populace  c 
both  England  and  America.  After  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Ac 
the  news  from  London  under  date  of  April  22,  1766  stated  that  " 
great  number  of  rings,  set  with  the  head  of  Mr.  Pitt,  are  intende< 
to  be  sent  as  presents  to  some  of  the  principal  merchants  in  Amer 
ica,  by  their  correspondents  in  this  city,"  3  while  on  May  3,  1766  i 
was  reported  from  London  in  the  New  York  press  that  a  handsom 
medal  had  been  struck  the  size  of  a  crown-piece  bearing  the  head  0 
Mr.  Pitt  with  his  name  and  on  the  reverse  the  inscription,  "Th 
man  who,  having  saved  the  parent,  pleaded  with  success  for  he 
children"  and  on  the  same  day  it  was  announced  that  the  fin 
statue  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  be  placed  in  the  Guildhall  at  Cork,  Ireland 
was  finished  by  Mr.  Wilton,  at  an  expense  of  500  pounds  and  tha 
it  bore  the  following  inscription: 

The  Right  Honorable  William  Pitt. 

This  Statue  was  erected  by 

The  Corporation  and  Citizens  of  Cork, 

As  a  lasting  Memorial  of  Gratitude. 

Anno  1766. 

Nil  oriturum  alias  nil  ortum  tale  fatentes.     Hor4 

Whether  this  statue,  which  is  still  standing  in  the  corridor  o 
the  Crawford  Municipal  School  of  Art,  in  Emmet  Place,  Cork 
Ireland,5  was  the  original  inspiration  for  the  sons  of  Liberty  to  d( 

2  The  New  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1881,  p.  353. 

3  Holt's  New  York  Gazette,  July  3,  1766,  Supp. 

4  Weyman's  New  York  Gazette,  June  30,  1766. 

6  Hart's  Pe ale's  Allegory  of  William  Pitt,  19 15,  page  5. 
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likewise  in  the  Colonies  or  the  Citizens  of  Cork  conceived  the  i 
from  the  Colonies,  is  difficult  to  determine,  but  the  fact  is  that 
project  was  first  carried  out  in  Ireland  and  by  the  same  sculp 
Joseph  Wilton,  who  later  executed  the  work  for  the  Color 
Following  closely  upon  the  completion  of  the  Cork  statue,  Sc 
Carolina  resolved  on  May  8,  1766  "that  they  will  make  provis 
for  defraying  the  Expense  of  procuring  from  England,  a  Ma 
Statue  of  the  Right  Honorable  William  Pitt,  Esquire;  to  be  ere< 
in  this  Province"  6  which  (according  to  the  Charleston  press  of 
day)  met  with  many  adverse  comments. 

On  June  19,  1766  a  notice  appeared  in  the  New  York  pa] 
stating  that  "the  Freemen  and  Freeholders  of  the  City  of  I 
York  are  requested  to  meet  at  the  House  of  Mr.  Richard  How 
To-morrow  in  the  Afternoon,  at  five  o'clock,  in  order  to  chooi 
Committee  to  instruct  their  Members  to  move  in  the  Hous< 
Assembly,  that  provision  be  made  for  erecting  a  Statue  to  Mr.  I 
in  Testimony  of  the  Grateful  sense  they  entertain  of  his  Serv 
to  the  American  Colonies;  and  to  write  Letters  of  thanks  to 
those  illustrious  personages  who  have  so  zealously  exerted  th 
selves  in  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  in  obtaining  the  Repeal  of 
Stamp  Act."  7 

This  meeting  resulted  in  a  petition  dated  June  23,  1766  wl 
was  presented  and  acted  upon  by  the  General  Assembly  of  T 
York  the  same  day  it  was  dated.     It  reads  as  follows: 

A  petition  addressed  to  John  Cruger,  Leonard  Lispenard, 
William  Bayard,  Esqrs*  Representatives  in  the  General   Assen 
of  the  Freemen  and  Freeholders  of  the  City  of  New  York  rea( 
follows : 

"We,  Freemen  and  Freeholders  of  the  City  of  New  Y 
assembled  at  the  Coffee-House  the  23d  Day  of  June  1766,  impre: 
with  the  deepest  Sense  of  Gratitude  to  all  the  Friends  of  Libt 
and  America  who  exerted  themselves  in  promoting  the  Repea 
the  Stamp  Act,  think  it  our  indispensable  Duty  to  endeavour, 
erecting  a  proper  Monument,  to  perpetuate  the  Memory  oj 
glorious  an  Event,  to  the  latest  posterity.     .     .     . 

We  therefore  earnestly  entreat  of,  and  strenuously  recomm 
to,  you  Gentlemen  our  Representatives,  that  you  will  move  in 

6  S.  C.  Hist,  y  Gen.  Mag.  Vol.  15,  page  21,  &  Supp.  N.  Y.  Gazette,  June  12,  1766. 

7  Holt's  N.  Y.  Gazette,  June  19,  1766. 
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THE  STATUE  OF  MARCUS  AURELIUS  IN  ROME,  ITALY,  USED  AS  A  MODEL  FOR  THE 
GEORGE  III  STATUE. 


House  of  Assembly,  now  sitting,  for  a  Vote  of  the  Honourable 
House,  to  make  provision  for  an  elegant  Statue  of  Brass  of  the 
Rt.  Hon.  William  Pitt,  Esq.;  whom  we  regard  in  the  sacred  Light  of 
having  a  second  Time  been  the  preserver  of  his  Country.     .     .     . 

Signed  by  Order,  and  at  the  Request  of  a  considerable  Number 
of  respectable  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  York,  assembled  as 
above. 

James  DeLancey  Isaac  Low, 

William  Walton,  Jun.  Henry  White, 

John  Thurman,  Jun.  J.  Harris  Cruger."8 

8  Weyman's  N.  Y.  Gazette,  June  30,  1766. 
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On  June  23,  1766  Montressor  states  that  subscription  pape 
were  being  carried  about  for  a  Statue  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  be  erected  here 

It  will  be  noted  that  until  now  no  aggitation  had  been  carried  c 
for  a  statue  of  George  III  and  not  even  a  mention  of  it  had  bee 
made,  until  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York  acting  upon  tl 
above  quoted  petition  took  "into  consideration  the  innumerab 
and  singular  Benefits  received  from  our  most  gracious  soverig 
since  the  Commencement  of  his  auspicious  Reign,  during  whic 
they  have  been  protected  from  the  Fury  of  a  cruel,  merciless,  ar 
savage  Enemy;  and  lately  from  the  utmost  Confusion  and  Distres 
by  the  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act:  In  Testimony  therefore  of  the 
Gratitude,  and  the  Reverence  due  to  his  Sacred  Person  and  Cha 
acter; 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  make  Provision  for  an  Equestri; 
Statue  of  His  present  Majesty,  our  Most  Gracious  Sovereign,  to  1 
erected  in  the  City  of  New  York,  to  perpetuate  to  the  latest  pc 
terity,  the  deep  Sense  this  Colony  has,  of  the  eminent  and  singul 
Blessings  derived  from  him,  during  His  most  auspicious  Reign." 

Whereupon  Mr.  Cruger  moved  "That  in  consideration  of  tl 
many  eminent  and  essential  Services  done  the  Northern  Coloni 
by  the  Right  Honourable  William  Pitt,  Esq;  but  particularly 
promoting  the  Repeal  of  the  late  Stamp  Act,  and  to  perpetuate 
the  latest  posterity,  the  grateful  Sense  this  Colony  entertains  ( 
that  Account;  provision  might  be  made  for  erecting  an  elega: 
Statue  of  Him  in  Brass:  whereupon  it  was 

"Resolved,  That  this  House  will  provide  ways  and  Means 
procure  and  pay  for  a  Statue  of  the  Right  Honourable  Willia 
Pitt,  Esq;  accordingly."10 

The  General  Assembly  which  enacted  these  Resolves  w 
prorogued  on  June  12,  1766  and  took  recess  on  July  3  having  cor 
pleted  the  business  recommended  to  them  by  His  Excellency  £ 
Henry  Moore,  Governor  of  the  Colony  of  New  York.  In  r 
Speech  to  the  Assembly  the  Governor  made  no  mention  of  t 
statues11  nor  did  he  give  his  assent  to  the  act  passed  providing  f 
them.12 


9  N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc.  Collections  1881  page  374. 

10  Wey man's  The  New  York  Gazette,  June  30,  1766. 

11  See  Speech  in  Weymans  N.  Y.  Gazette,  June  16,  1766. 

12  See  Four  Acts  assented  to  by  the  Governor  in  Weymans  N.  Y.  Gazette,  July  7,  1766. 
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Apparently  no  further  action  was  taken  towards  erecting  these 
statues  until  February  6,  1768  when  the  Assembly  passed  an  act 
reciting  their  previous  action  in  June  1766  in  consequence  of  which 
"Robert  Charles,  Esq.  the  Agent  of  this  Province  was  directed 
with  all  expedition  to  cause  the  before  mentioned"  statues  to  be 
completed  in  the  best  manner  and  authorized  Sir  William  Baker 
Knight  and  Robert  Charles  Esquire,  of  the  City  of  London,  out  of  the 
monies  now  in  their  hands  belonging  to  the  Colony,  to  pay  Robert 
Charles,  one  thousand  pounds  for  the  Equestrian  Statue  of  his 
Majesty  and  five  hundred  pounds  for  the  statue  of  the  Right 
Honorable  William  Pitt,  Esquire.13 

On  the  same  day  that  the  New  York  Assembly  voted  to  provide 
for  the  erection  of  the  two  statues,  June  23,  1766,  the  Commons 
House  of  Assembly  of  the  Province  of  South  Carolina  voted  seven 
thousand  pounds  for  a  marble  Statue  of  William  Pitt  to  be  erected 
in  that  province  and  ordered  the  public  Treasurer  to  procure  good 
bills  of  Exchange  to  the  amount  of  one  thousand  pounds  Sterling 
and  remit  the  same  to  their  agent  towards  the  payment  of  the 
Statue.14 

The  work  of  executing  the  George  III  statue  as  well  as  the  two 
statues  of  William  Pitt  was  entrusted  to  Joseph  Wilton  (1722-1803) 
the  noted  sculptor  of  the  period,  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Arts,  who  created  the  monument  in  Westminster  Abby 
erected  to  General  Wolfe  who  fell  at  Quebec. 

On  May  9th,  1770  it  was  stated  at  a  meeting  of  the  Common 
Council  that  the  statue  of  George  III  was  daily  expected  from 
England  and  that  it  was  the  desire  of  Lieut.  Governor  and  Council 
to  erect  it  in  some  part  of  the  Bowling  Green,  fronting  the  fort, 
who  requested  leave  of  the  Corporation  for  that  purpose,  which  was 
granted.15 

On  June  4,  1770  it  was  announced  that  the  ship  Britannia 
Captain  Thomas  Miller,  had  brought  over  "the  Statues  of  his 
Majesty  and  Mr.  Pitt  now  Earl  of  Chatham,"16  and  the  Common 
Council  was  again  appealed  to  on  June  25th,  1770,  on  behalf  of  his 
Majesty's  Council  and  the  City  members  of  the  General  Assembly 


13  Colonial  Laws  of  New  York,  1894,  pages  1002-3. 

14  S.  C.  Hist,  fc?  Gen.  Mag.  Vol.  15,  page  22. 

15  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council,  City  of  New  York,  Vol.  7,  pages  212-213. 

16  New  York  Gazette  y  Weekly  Mercury,  June  4,  1770. 
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for  permission  to  erect  the  Pitt  statue  in  "Wall  Street,  opposite 
to  the  houses  of  John  Thurman  and  Evert  Bancker,  nearly  when 
the  pump  now  stands,"  which  was  granted  accordingly.17 

With  the  arrival  of  the  statues  and  the  necessary  permissior 
granted  for  erecting  them  in  their  respective  locations,  the  stage  wa; 
set  for  carrying  out  the  projects  started  four  years  previously. 

The  newspapers  of  the  day  describe  the  ceremonies  at  th« 
erection  of  King  George  III  statue  in  the  following  words. 

"Thursday  last  (August  16,  1770)  being  the  Anniversary  of  th< 
Birth  Day  of  his  Royal  Highness  Prince  Frederick,  an  elegan 
Equestrian  Statue  of  his  present  Majesty,  was  erected  in  the  Bowl 
ing-Green,  in  this  City,  near  Fort-George.  On  this  occasion,  th< 
Members  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  the  City  Corporation,  the  Cor 
poration  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  the  Corporation  of  th» 
Marine  Society,  and  most  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  City  and  Arrm 
waited  on  his  Honour  the  Lieutenant  Governor,  in  the  Fort,  at  hi 
request,  where  their  Majesties  and  other  loyal  Healths  were  drarik 
under  a  Discharge  of  32  Pieces  of  Cannon  from  the  Battery,  accom 
panied  with  a  Band  of  Music.  This  beautiful  statue  is  made  o 
metal,  richly  gilt,  being  the  first  Equestrian  one  of  his  presen 
Majesty,  and  is  the  workmanship  of  that  celebrated  Statuary,  Mi 
Wilton,  of  London.  We  hear  that  in  a  few  days  a  Marble  Pedestriai 
Statue  of  Mr.  Pitt,  will  be  erected  in  Wall-Street."  18 

Another  account  says: 
"Thursday  last  the  Statue  of  his  Majesty,  King  George  th 
Third,  was  fixed  on  the  pedestal  erected  for  it  in  Bowling  Greer 
His  Honour  the  Lieut.  Governor  having  invited  most  of  the  princips 
Gentlemen  in  the  City,  both  Civil  and  Military;  about  12  o'cloc 
they  attended  his  Honour  in  Fort  George,  where  his  Majesty' 
Health,  &c.  was  drank,  under  the  Discharge  of  31  Cannon  from  th 
Battery. 

The  following  Inscription  is  on  the  pedestal  of  his  Majesty' 
Statue: 


17  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council,  City  of  New  York,  Vol.  7,  page  220. 

18  New  York  Journal  or  the  General  Advertiser,  Aug.  23,  1770. 
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AN  INCORRECT  VIEW  OF  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  KING'S  STATUE, 
PUBLISHED  IN  FRANCE. 


ANDERSON'S  INCORRECT  WOODCUT  OF  THE  DESTRUCTION  OF  THE  STATUE. 
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Equestrian 

Statue 

of 

George  III 

King  of  Great  Britain,  &c. 

Erected    MDCCLXX."19 

Lieutenant  Governor  Cadwallader  Colden  tells  of  this  celebra- 
tion in  a  letter  to  the  Earl  of  Hillsborough  dated  New  York  August 
1 8,  1770.     He  says: 

.  .  .  .  "An  Equestrian  guilt  Statue,  of  the  king,  made  by 
direction  of,  and  purchased  by  this  Colony,  came  over  in  one  of  the 
last  ships  from  London.  On  Thursday  last  it  was  opened  to  view, 
erected  on  its  proper  pedestal,  in  a  square  near  the  Fort  and  fronting 
the  principle  street  of  the  City.  I  was  attended  on  this  occasion 
by  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  Members  of  Assembly  then 
in  Town,  the  Magistrates  of  the  City,  the  Clergy  of  all  Denomina- 
tions, and  a  very  large  number  of  the  principal  Inhabitants.  Our 
Loyalty,  firm  attachment  and  affection  to  His  Majtys  person  was 
expressed  by  drinking  the  kings  Health,  and  a  long  continuance 
of  His  reign,  under  a  discharge  of  32  pieces  of  Cannon.  A  Band  of 
music  playing  at  the  same  time  from  the  Ramparts  of  the  Fort. 
The  General  and  Officers  of  the  Army  gave  us  the  honor  of  their 
company  on  the  occasion.  The  Whole  Company  walked  in  pro- 
cession from  the  Fort,  round  the  Statue,  while  the  Spectators  ex- 
pressed their  Joy,  by  loud  acclamations,  the  procession  having 
returned  with  me  to  the  Fort,  and  the  ceremony  concluded  with 
great  chearfulness  and  good  humor."  20 

No  mention  is  made  in  the  correspondence  of  Lieut.  Gov.  Colden 
to  the  erection  of  the  Pitt  statue  on  September  7,  1770  three  weeks 
after  the  above  described  ceremony  nor  is  it  recorded  that  he  took 
any  part  in  the  event  which  is  described  as  follows: 

Last  Friday  [September  7,  1770]  the  Statue  of  the  Right  Hon. 
William  Pitt,  Esq.,  Earl  of  Chatham,  was  fixed  on  the  Pedestal 
erected  for  it  in  Wall-Street,  amidst  the  Acclamations  of  a  great 
Number  of  the  Inhabitants.  The  Statue  is  of  fine  white  Marble,  the 
Habit  Roman,  the  right  Hand  holds  a  Scroll,  partly  open,  whereon 

19  New  York  Gazette  or  the  Weekly  Post  Boy,  Aug.  20,  1770. 

20  New  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1877,  page  226. 
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BULLET  MOULD  USED  FOR  MAKING  THE  LEADEN  BULLETS. 


THE  FRAGMENTS  OF  THE  EQUESTRIAN  STATUE  OF  GEORGE  III. 
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we  read,  Articuli  Magna  Charta.  Libertatum;  the  left  hand  is  ex- 
tended, the  Figure  being  in  the  Attitude  of  one  delivering  an  Ora- 
tion. On  the  South  Side  of  the  Pedestal,  the  following  Inscriptior 
is  cut  on  a  table  of  white  Marble: 

THIS    STATUE 

OF  THE 

RIGHT  HONOURABLE 

WILLIAM   PITT, 

EARL  OF   CHATHAM, 

WAS   ERECTED 

AS  A  PUBLIC  TESTIMONY  OF  THE   GRATEFUL 

SENSE   THE   COLONY  OF   NEW-YORK 

RETAINS   OF  THE   MANY   EMINENT 

SERVICES  HE   RENDERED  AMERICA, 

PARTICULARLY  IN   PROMOTING  THE   REPEAL 

OF  THE    STAMP-ACT. 

ANNO  DOM.   M,DCC,LXX.21 

Another  contemporary  newspaper  prints  the  simple  announce- 
ment: 

"Friday  last  a  marble  pedestrian  Statue  of  Lord  Chatham  was 
erected  in  Wall-Street  in  this  city."  22 

The  George  III  statue  was  placed  in  the  center  of  Bowling 
Green  facing  the  Fort.  It  was  modelled  by  Joseph  Wilton  after 
the  equestrian  statue  of  Marcus  Aurelius  in  Rome,  Italy,  illustrated 
in  this  article.  No  contemporary  picture  of  the  George  III  statue 
has  come  down  to  us.  An  imaginative  view  of  its  destruction  pub- 
lished in  France,  showing  the  king  as  a  pedestrian  is  wholly  incor- 
rect. Anderson's  early  wood  engraving  does  not  correspond  with 
facts.  But  we  are  indebted  to  our  member,  Mr.  Charles  M.  Lef- 
ferts,  who  after  very  careful  study  has  reproduced  for  the  Society 
a  correct  representation  of  this  Equestrian  statue  which  we  illus- 
trate as  a  frontispiece.  On  May  3rd,  1771  the  Common  Council  of 
the  city  agreed  to  fence  in  the  Green  with  iron  rails  and  a  stone 
foundation  according  to  a  plan  exhibited  to  the  Board  and  con- 
tracted with  Richard  Sharpe,  Peter  T.  Curtenius,  Gilbert  Forbes 


1  New  York  Gazette  or  the  Weekly  Post  Boy,  Sept.  10,  1770. 

2  New  York  Gazette  and  the  Weekly  Mercury,  Sept.  10,  1770. 


QUARTERLY    BULLETIN  49 

and  Andrew  Lyall  to  complete  the  same  at  a  cost  of  £8oo.23  The 
plan  of  Gerard  Bancker,  City  Surveyor,  is  reproduced  in  this  arti- 
cle and  gives  interesting  dimensions  of  the  green  oval. 

From  a  contemporary  map  of  the  city  we  find  that  the  Pitt 
statue  stood  in  the  center  of  the  roadway  at  the  intersection  of 
Wall  and  William  Streets.24  This  statue  was  also  enclosed  with  a 
railing  for  we  learn  that  certain  measurements  for  grading  Smith 
(now  William)  Street  were  made  from  "the  railing  at  Mr.  Pitt's 
statue"25  in  1773. 

Lieutenant  Isaac  Bangs  of  the  American  Army  gives  us  a  con- 
temporary descriptive  picture  of  the  King's  statue  as  he  saw  it  on 
April  19th,  1776: 

"Near  the  Fort,  is  the  Equestrian  Statue  of  King  George  3d'  a 
present  from  himself  to  this  City.  The  design  was  in  imitation  of 
one  of  the  Roman  Emperors  on  Horseback.  The  Man  George  is 
represented  about  }/%  larger  than  a  Natural  Man;  the  Horse,  in  pro- 
portion, both  neatly  constructed  of  Lead  gilt  with  Gold  raised  on  a 
Pedestal  of  White  Marble,  about  15  Feet  high,  enclosed  with  a  very 
elegant  Fence  about  10  feet  high,  the  two  lower  feet  Stone,  the  re- 
mainder of  open  worked  Iron;  the  enclosure  was  oval,  containing 
about  J4  of  an  acre  of  beautiful  green.  This,  with  several  churches 
and  other  Elegant  buildings  on  either  side  of  the  spacious  street, 
forms  a  most  beautiful  prospect  from  the  Fort."  26 

On  February  6th,  1773  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York 
passed  an  Act  to  prevent  the  defacing  of  the  statues  erected  in  the 
City  of  New  York  under  a  penalty  of  five  hundred  pounds  fine  or 
one  year  in  the  common  gaol.27  This  legislation  appears  to  have 
been  the  result  of  some  injury  done  the  Pitt  statue  as  on  February 
7th,  1774  it  was  ordered  by  the  Common  Council  that  the  sum  of 
£6  be  paid  on  account  to  Anthony  Dodane  "for  work  now  by  him 
doing  to  the  statue  of  Mr.  Pit"  and  on  March  23,  1774  the  balance 
of  £16:6  was  ordered  paid  to  Anthony  Dodane  and  William  Valen- 
tine "for  repairing  of  the  statue  of  the  Earle  of  Chatham."28 


23  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council  City  of  New  York,  Vol.  7,  page  281. 

24  Hill's  Ms.  Map  of  New  York,  1782  in  N.  Y.  H.  S.     Stokes'  Iconography,  Vol.  3,  page 
964,  says  the  statue  was  west  of  William  Street. 

25  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council,  City  of  New  York,  Vol.  7,  pages  443,  448. 

26  Journal  of  Lieut.  Isaac  Bangs,  1890,  page  25. 

27  Laws  of  New  York,  1691-1773  N.  Y.  1774,  pages  719-20. 

28  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council,  City  of  New  York,  Vol.  8,  pages  5,  16. 
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The  Declaration  of  Independence  which  was  read  on  July  9, 
1776  at  the  head  of  each  brigade  of  the  Continental  Army  posted 
at  New  York  brought  destruction  to  the  King's  statue  the  same 
evening  through  the  joyous  demonstrations  of  soldiers  and  inhabi- 
tants. For  in  the  words  of  the  press  of  the  day  we  read  that  "the 
equestrian  statue  of  George  III  which  tory  pride  and  folly  raised 
in  the  year  1770,  was  by  the  sons  of  freedom,  laid  prostrate  in  the 
dirt;  the  just  deserts  of  an  ungrateful  tyrant!  The  lead  wherewith 
this  monument  was  made,  is  to  be  run  into  bullets,  to  assimilate 
with  the  brains  of  our  infatuated  adversaries,  who,  to  gain  a  pep- 
per-corn, have  lost  an  empire.  'Quos  Deus  vult  perdere,  prius  de- 
mentat.'"29 

Lieutenant  Isaac  Bangs  under  date  of  July  10,  1776  wrote: 
"Last  night  the  Statue  on  the  Bowling  Green  representing  George 
Ghewelph  alias  George  Rex  was  pulled  down  by  the  populace.  In 
it  were  4,000  pounds  of  Lead  and  a  Man  undertook  to  take  ofF  10  oz. 
of  gold  from  the  Superficies,  as  both  Man  and  Horse  were  covered 
with  Gold  leaf.  The  Lead  we  hear  is  to  be  run  up  into  musket 
balls  for  the  use  of  the  Yankees,  when  it  is  hoped  that  the  emana- 
tions of  the  Leaden  George  will  make  as  deep  impressions  in  the 
Bodies  of  some  of  his  red  coated  and  Torie  Subjects."     .     .     .30 

This  Act  met  with  the  disapproval  of  General  Washington  who 
expressed  himself  in  the  general  orders  to  the  army  on  July  10, 
1776,  viz.:  "Though  the  General  doubts  not  the  persons  who 
pulled  down  and  mutilated  the  Statue  in  the  Broadway  last  night 
were  actuated  by  zeal  in  the  public  cause,  yet  it  has  so  much  the 
appearance  of  a  riot  and  want  of  order  in  the  army,  that  he  disap- 
proves the  manner,  and  directs  that  in  the  future  these  things  shall 
be  avoided  by  the  soldiery,  and  left  to  be  executed  by  the  proper 
authority."  31 

The  statue  of  the  king  was  broken  up  and  sent  to  Litchfield, 
Conn.,  where  according  to  the  Wolcott  family  papers  was  moulded 
into  bullets  by  the  ladies  of  that  village  and  a  memorandum  made 
as  follows: 


29  Pennsylvania  Journal  and  the  Weekly  Advertiser,  July  17,  1776. 

30  Journal  of  Lieut.  Isaac  Bangs  1890,  page  57. 

31  Ford's  Writings  of  Washington,  Vol.  4,  page  226. 


QUARTERLY     BULLETIN 


51 
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Cartridges 

Mrs.  Marvin 6,058 

Ruth  Marvin 1 1,592 

Laura  [Wolcott] 8,378 

Mary  Ann  [Wolcott] ,  .  10,790 

Frederic  [Wolcott] 936 

Mrs.  Beach 1,802 

Made  by  sundry  persons 2,182 

Gave  Litchfield  militia  on  alarm 50 

Let  the  Regiment  of  Col.  Wigglesworth  have  300 

Number  of  cartridges . 42,o88.32 

The  Society  possesses  a  bullet  mould  with  a  capacity  for  mak- 
ing twelve  bullets  at  one  time  which  is  said  to  have  been  used 
when  the  king's  statue  was  turned  into  the  above  mentioned  car- 
tridges. It  was  presented  to  the  Society  April  17,  i860  by  Mr. 
Clinton  Roosevelt,  grandson  of  Colonel  Peter  T.  Curtenius  of  the 
Revolution. 

The  head  of  the  king's  statue  escaped  the  fate  which  befell  his 
body  and  horse  and  was  finally  returned  to  England  by  Captain 
John  Montressor  whose  own  words  tell  the  story  best,  viz. : 

"My  hearing  that  the  Rebels  had  cut  the  king's  head  off  the 
Equestrian  Statue  (in  the  centre  of  the  Ellipps  near  the  Fort)  at 
New  York,  which  represented  George  the  3rd  in  the  figure  of 
Marcus  Aurelius,  and  that  they  had  cut  the  nose  off,  dipt  the 
laurels  that  were  wreathed  round  his  head,  and  drove  a  musket 
Bullet  part  of  the  way  through  his  Head,  and  otherwise  disfigured 
it,  and  that  it  was  carried  to  Moore's  tavern,  adjoining  Fort  Wash- 
ington, on  New  York  Island,  in  order  to  be  fixed  on  a  Spike  on  the 
Truck  of  that  Flagstaff  as  soon  as  it  could  be  got  ready,  I  imme- 
diately sent  Corby  through  the  Rebel  Camp  in  the  beginning  of 
September,  1776,  to  Cox,  who  kept  the  Tavern  at  King's  Bridge,  to 
steal  it  from  thence,  and  to  bury  it,  which  was  effected,  and  was 
dug  up  on  our  arrival,  and  I  rewarded  the  men,  and  sent  the  Head 
by  the  Lady  Gage  to  Lord  Townshend  in  order  to  convince  them 
at  home  of  the  Infamous  Disposition  of  the  Ungrateful  people  of 
this  distressed  Country."  33 

32  Memorial  of  Henry  Wolcott  £sf  his  Descendants,  1881,  page  163. 

33  New  York  Historical  Society  Collections,  1881,  pages,  123-124. 
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VIEW  OF  BOWLING  GREEN  1783,  SHOWING  THE  PEDESTAL  OF  GEORGE  III  STATUE 
IN  THE  CENTER. 

Governor  Thomas  Hutchinson  in  his  diary  under  date  of  No- 
vember 22,  1777  continues  the  narrative  of  events  concerning  the 
king's  head:  "At  Lord  Townshend's  Portman  Square.  Lady 
Townshend  asked  me  if  I  had  a  mind  to  see  an  instance  of  Ameri- 
can loyalty?  and  going  to  the  sopha,  uncovered  a  large  gilt  head, 
which  at  once  appeared  to  be  that  of  the  King,  which  it  seems  the 
rebels  at  N.  York,  after  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  cut  off 
from  the  statue  which  had  been  erected  there,  and  sent  to  Fort 
Washington,  in  order  to  fix  it  on  a  pole  or  pike:  but  by  some  means 
or  other  it  was  buried,  and  after  the  surrender  of  the  Fort,  Mon- 
tressor  took  it  into  his  possession,  and  sent  it  to  Lord  T.,  which  he 
recd  last  night.  The  nose  is  wounded  and  defaced,  but  the  gilding 
remains  fair;  and  as  it  was  well  executed,  it  retains  a  striking  like- 
ness." 34 

The  top  slab  of  the  pedestal  on  which  the  King's  charger  stood 
with  one  foot  raised  served  several  purposes  before  its  final  resting 
place  with  this  Society.  During  the  Revolution  it  was  brought 
to  Paulus  Hoeck  (Jersey  City)  and  in  1783  was  placed  over  the 
grave  of  Major  John  Smith  of  the  42d  or  Royal  Highland  Regi- 


34  Diary  and  Letters  of  His  Ex.  Thomas  Hutchii 


,  Vol.  2,  page  167. 


54  T  H  E     N  E  W-Y  ORK    HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 

ment  who  died  July  25,  1783.  When  Jersey  City  was  graded, 
slab  was  removed  to  the  residence  of  Cornelius  Van  Vorst  at  t 
simus,  N.  J.,  and  used  as  a  stepping-stone.  In  181 8  the  stone 
removed  to  the  residence  of  his  grandson,  Cornelius  Van  Vorst, 
E.  corner  Wayne  St.  and  Jersey  Ave.,  where  it  remained  u 
October,  1874,  when  it  was  presented  by  him  to  the  New  Y 
Historical  Society. 

Four  fragments  of  the  leaden  statue  still  partly  gilt,  also  1 
vived.  They  were  found  in  April,  1871  on  the  farm  of  E. 
Cooley  at  Wilton,  Conn.,  and  comprise  the  tail  of  the  horse,  par 
the  saddle  and  saddle  cloth  and  perhaps  parts  of  the  flank  of 
horse,  and  altogether  weigh  about  200  pounds.  Twenty  meml 
of  the  Society  subscribed  five  dollars  each  (one  hundred  doll; 
for  their  purchase  and  presented  them  to  the  Society,  June  4,  i£ 
How  these  fragments  became  separated  from  the  main  portions  of 
statue  is  a  matter  of  conjecture.  Tradition  in  Wilton  was  t 
these  pieces  had  been  thrown  aside  when  the  statue  was  be 
transported  through  the  town.35 

The  white  marble  pedestal  fifteen  feet  high  on  which  the  eqi 
trian  statue  stood,  remained  in  the  center  of  Bowling  Green  u 
1818  when  it  was  removed.  A  correspondent  in  the  New  Y 
Evening  Post  of  May  19,  181 8  asks  why  this  pedestal  which 
remained  standing  so  many  years  should  at  that  time  be  remo1 
and  the  materials  thrown  into  the  street.  Expressing  deep  re§ 
the  writer  says:  "Association  entwined  about  this  pillar  a  coll 
tion  of  events  that  no  history  could  convey." 

The  Pitt  statue  fared  no  better  than  its  illustrious  compani 
for  the  British  took  possession  of  the  City  of  New  York  Septem 
15,  1776  and  shortly  afterward  some  British  officers  knocked 
the  head  of  the  statue  on  St.  Andrew's  night,  November  30,  and 
this  day  no  trace  of  it  has  come  to  light.36  The  headless  and  ai 
less  form  remained  standing  on  its  original  site  until  on  March 
1787,  a  petition  of  a  majority  of  the  proprietors  of  the  Lots 
Ground  in  Wall  Street  requested  that  the  street  be  regulated  2 
paved  and  that  Pitt's  statue  which  greatly  obstructed  the  street 
removed.37    The  paving  was  ordered  and  the  matter  of  remov 

35  Mass.  Historical  Society  Proceedings,  2d  Ser.,  Vol.  4,  p.  297. 

36  Watson's  Annals  of  New  York,  1846,  pages   183-4.     Stokes'  Iconography,  Vol.  3,  } 
964,  says  1777. 

37  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council,  City  of  New  York,  Vol.  I,  page  285. 
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the  statue  referred  to  the  State  Legislature,  for  in  1788  we  learn 
that  a  bill  from  the  Senate  "to  authorize  the  Corporation  of  New 
York  to  remove  Pitt's  statue  was  read  a  second  time,  and  commit- 
ted.38 

This  Act  which  was  passed  March  7,  1788  recited  that  the  lev- 
elling and  altering  of  Wall  Street  rendered  it  inconvenient  that  the 
remains  of  the  statue  should  continue  there,39  and  at  a  Common 
Council  meeting  held  July  16,  1788  it  was  ordered  in  pursuance  to 
the  above  law  that  the  Aldermen  and  Assistants  of  the  Dock  and 
Eastwards  be  a  committee  to  remove  the  remains  of  Pitt's  statue 
from  Wall  Street  and  that  they  deposit  the  same  in  some  safe 
place  until  the  further  order  of  the  Board.40 

On  November  19,  1788  a  warrant  on  the  Treasury  was  issued 
to  George  Gosman  for  £5-7-3  for  removing  Pitt's  statue.41 

From  various  accounts  it  appears  that  the  statue  was  taken  to 
the  Corporation  Yard  (Bridewell  Yard)  and  from  thence  transfer- 
red to  the  yard  of  the  Arsenal  near  the  Collect  where  it  was  seen  in 
1843  by  Mr.  John  P.  Watson,  author  of  the  Annals  of  New  York, 
On  August  12,  181 1  the  Common  Council  resolved  to  present  to 
the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  the  remains  of  the  Pitt's  statue  which  on 
account  of  its  excellent  workmanship  would  be  very  acceptable  to 
them.42  It  is  doubtful  if  the  statue  actually  passed  into  the  posses- 
sion of  that  Society  as  it  is  not  mentioned  in  their  first  exhibition 
catalogue  in  1816  nor  in  an  account  of  the  statuary  belonging  to 
the  Society  published  in  181 5. 

It  next  appears  in  the  possession  of  the  "Fifth  Ward  Museum 
Hotel,"  corner  Franklin  Street  and  West  Broadway,  where  it  re- 
mained until  the  Executor's  sale  of  the  effects  of  the  late  Thomas 
Riley  (proprietor  of  the  Museum  Hotel),  on  February  12,  1864, 
when  it  was  purchased  by  Mr.  Samuel  F.  Mackie  and  by  him  pre- 
sented to  the  Society  the  same  year. 

The  Charleston,  S.  C,  statue  of  William  Pitt  was  erected  July 
5,  1770  and  now  stands  minus  one  arm  in  Washington  Square  near 
where  it  originally  stood.     It  met  much  the  same  fate  as  the  New 


38  New  York  Daily  Advertiser ;  March  5,  1788. 

39  Laws  of  New  York,  1886,  Vol.  II,  page  725. 

40  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council,  City  of  New  York,  Vol.  1,  page  • 

41  Ibid,,  Vol.  1,  page  418. 

42  Minutes  of  the  Common  Council,  City  of  New  York,  Vol.  6,  page  67 
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York  statue,  having  had  its  right  arm  destroyed  by  a  British  Can- 
nonball  on  April  16,  1780  and  on  December  12,  1791  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston  authorized  its  removal  which  was  accom- 
plished March  14,  1794  and  it  was  lodged  in  the  Arsenal.  In  re- 
moving it,  the  statue  was  allowed  to  fall  and  the  head  was  severed. 
In  May,  1808  it  was  re-erected  in  the  Orphan  House  yard  where  it 
stood  until  1881  when  it  was  moved  to  Washington  Square,  where 
it  now  stands,  having  been  repaired  to  the  extent  of  replacing  the 
head.43 

The  two  statues  while  not  replicas  were  about  the  same  size.  It 
is  of  interest  to  note  that  Maryland  in  November,  1766  also  passed 
resolutions  for  a  marble  statue  of  Pitt,  which  was  not  carried  out, 
while  Dedham,  Mass.,  erected  a  shaft  with  a  wooden  bust  of  Pitt 
on  top.44 


43  See  Full  Account  in  S.  C.  Hist,  fcf  Gen.  Mag.,  Vol.  15,  pages  18-32. 

44  Hart's  Peale's  Allegory  of  Pitt,  191 5,  page  7,  and  Dedham  Historical   Register,  Vol. 
pages  121  and  140. 

A.  J.  Wall. 
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NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 
By  the  Late  William  Kelby,  Librarian  of  the  Society 

VIII 
American  Anecdote. — As  the  facetious  and  satiric  Col.  D — 


was  one  day  viewing  the  paintings  in  Pratt's  exhibition-room  at 
New- York,  he  observed  the  portrait  of  the  beautiful  Miss  Ach- 
muty,  under  which  were  written  some  verses  by  her  impassioned 
admirer,  Major  Montcrief.  The  portrait  was  rather  indifferently 
executed,  and  the  poetry  scarcely  rose  to  mediocrity;  upon  which 
he  took  out  his  pencil,  and  wrote  the  following  lines  at  the  foot  of 
the  canvas: 

"To  paint  or  praise  thy  charms  how  vain  the  hope, 
"Pratt  is  no  Titian,  nor  Montcrief  a  Pope." 

[The  Daily  Advertiser,  April  22,  1788.] 

A  Miniature  Painter 
Lately  arrived  from  France; 
Presents  his  respects  to  his  friends,  and  the  public  in  general, 
and  informs  them  that  he  draws  Likenesses  of  Ladies  and  Gentle- 
men at  the  lowest  price,  and  engages  the  painting  to  be  equal  to 
any  in  Europe.  Should  the  Likenesses  not  be  approved  of  after 
drawing,  they  will  be  taken  back.  Those  Ladies  and  Gentlemen 
who  will  please  to  honor  him  with  their  commands,  will  be  so  kind 
as  to  enquire  at  Mrs.  Davis's,  No.  42,  Hanover-square,  opposite 
Mr.  Peter  Goelet's. 

Peter  Henri. 
[The  Daily  Advertiser,  May  2,  and  June  4,  1788.] 

Wax  Work 
To  be  seen  at  No.  100,  the  upper  end  of  Queen-street, 
The  Portraits  of  Gen.  Washington;  the  King,  Queen,  Prince  of 
Wales,  and  Lord  North,  of  Great  Britain;  an  Indian  Chief;  a  Nun 
at  Confession;  and  a  number  of  other  curious  Figures,  as  large  as 
life. — Price,  3  s. 

Those  who  are  desirous  of  seeing  them,  are  requested  to  come 
soon,  as  the  Exhibition  will  shortly  be  discontinued. 

[The  Daily  Advertiser,  May  16,  1788.] 
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AARON  BURR. 

From  the  Painting  by  John  Vanderlyn 
(owned  by  the  Society). 
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Ignatius  Shnydore 
Respectfully  informs  the  public,  that  he  has  declined  the  bus 
ness  he  has  lately  been  employed  in,  as  Scene-Painter  to  the  0] 
American  Company  of  Comedians. 

Having  his  family  in  this  city,  he  is  desirous  of  becoming  a  Cit 
zen,  and  to  carry  on  the  painting  business  in  all  its  branches. 
Coach  and  Sign  Painting, 

Ship  and  House  Painting,  Gilding  and  Glazing, 
Rooms  painted  in  the  Italian  mode,  on  canvas, 
Transparent  Painting,  &c,  &c. 

N.  B.     Mr.  Shnydore  flatters  himself  he  will  give  general  sati; 
faction  to  all  those,  who  may  honor  him  with  their  commands. 
No.  65,  Maiden-lane,  next  to  the  corner  of  Nassau-street. 

[The  Daily  Advertiser,  June  6,  1788.] 

Wax-Work 
As  Large  as  Life 

The  following  figures  are  exhibited  at  No.  74  Water  street,  o\ 
posite  the  Crane-Wharf: — viz. 

The  President  of  the  United  States,  sitting  under  a  canopy,  i 
his  military  dress. — Over  the  head  of  His  Excellency  a  Fame  is  su: 
pended  (also  in  wax)  crowning  him  with  a  wreath  of  laurels. 

The  King,  Queen,  and  Prince  of  Wales  of  Great  Britain,  hat 
ited  in  cloaths  which  were  presented  by  the  king. 

The  Dutchess  of  Orleans,  of  France,  elegantly  dressed.  Tfc 
right  rev.  Samuel  Provoost,  Bishop  of  New  York.  The  rev.  D 
John  Rodgers,  of  New  York. — The  rev.  John  Livingston,  of  Nev 
York.  A  Nun  at  Confession — or,  Innocence  and  Beauty.  A  Fm 
in  a  Roman  Catholic  dress.  A  Fine  Woman  asleep — or,  the  Sleej 
ing  Beauty.  Jack,  just  arrived  from  Sea,  by  the  side  of  a  Countr 
Lass.  An  Indian  Chief — painted  and  dressed  in  his  war  habi 
holding  a  real  scalp. — An  Old  Hermit.  Darby  and  Joan,  enjoyin 
themselves  over  a  basket  of  fruit,  bottle  of  beer,  pipe,  &c.  Moll, 
Mad  Woman. 

Scripture  Pieces 

A  Damsel,  presenting  the  head  of  John  the  Baptist,  in  a  char£ 
er,  to  Herodias,  wife  of  Herod,  king  of  the  Jews.  Bel  and  th 
Dragon.     King  Cyrus,  and  the  Prophet  Daniel. 
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Also 

Several  other  Figures,  some  of  which  are  constructed  to  turn 
their  heads,  open  and  shut  their  eyes,  &c.  to  the  admiration  of  the 
spectators.- — There  are  also  a  variety  of  Curiosities. 

Some  of  the  above  Figures  have  been  exhibited  in  North  and 
South  Carolina,  where  they  were  universally  allowed  to  be  the 
most  pleasing  Curiosities  ever  exhibited  on  the  continent — The 
Proprietor  has  been  at  great  expence  in  compleating  this  exhibition 
— he  therefore,  hopes  to  entertain,  agreeably,  all  those  who  may 
please  to  honor  it  with  their  company. 

Hours  of  admission  will  be  from  Six  until  Ten  o'clock  every 
evening,  Sundays  excepted. 

Tickets,  at  2/6.  for  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  and  1  S.  for  Chil- 
dren, may  be  had  at  the  Door,  at  any  hour  of  the  Day. — Tickets 
may  also  be  had  at  Greenleaf's  Printing  Office 

The  Price  will  not  be  reduced  in  future. 

[The  Daily  Advertiser,  September  2,  1789.] 

Miniature  Painting 
The  subscriber  respectfully  informs  his  friends  and  the  public, 
that  he  has  removed  from  Queen  Street,  to  No.  9.  Smith  street, 
where  he  continues  to  take  the  most  correct  Likenesses  in  Minia- 
ture, Profile  Painting  and  Block  Shades.  All  kinds  of  Hair  devices 
made  in  the  most  elegant  stile.  Likewise,  all  kinds  of  Jewellery, 
executed  in  the  neatest  manner,  and  on  the  lowest  terms. 

Philip  Parisen. 
The  utmost  value  will  be  given  for  all  kinds  of  old  Gold  and  Sil- 
ver. 

[New-York  Daily  Gazette,  September  20,  1791.] 

The  Portrait  of  Mr.  Hamilton,  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the 
United  States,  painted  for  the  Citizens  of  New- York  by  Mr.  Trum- 
bull, has  been  received,  and  for  the  present,  placed  in  the  City  Hall. 
It  must  afford  much  pleasure  to  the  gentlemen  who  promoted  this 
undertaking,  to  know,  that  this  elegant  specimen  of  Mr.  Trum- 
bull's abilities,  is  reckoned  one  of  the  finest  productions  of  his  pen- 
cil. 

[The  Daily  Advertiser,  July  4,  1792.] 
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NOTES 

The  Society  is  indebted  to  Miss  Georgina  Schuyler  for  the  vei 
interesting  miniatures  of  Pierre  Toussaint  (1766-1853)  by  Menucc 
Julliet  Noel,  his  wife;  their  niece  and  adopted  daughter,  Euph 
mia,  181 5-1829;  and  Madame  Jean  Berard  de  Pithou  of  St.  D 
mingo.  Also  a  "Memoir  of  Pierre  Toussaint"  by  Mrs.  H.  F.  Le 
1854;  "The  Story  of  Pierre  Toussaint"  by  Miss  Emma  Cary,  18c 
and  an  Article  by  Henry  Binsse,  "Pierre  Toussaint,"  191 8. 


Mrs.  A.  Cortlandt  Van  Rensselaer  presented  a  Dutch  Bib 
printed  in  Amsterdam,  1686,  containing  the  Van  Rensselaer  fami' 
records. 

Mr.  Tarrant  Putnam  has  deposited  with  the  Society  a  cabin* 
portrait  on  marble  of  George  Washington,  painted  at  Philadelph: 
by  Archibald  Robertson,  1791;  miniatures  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Williai 
Robertson,  parents  of  Archibald  Robertson,  painted  by  Andre 
Robertson;  miniatures  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Archibald  Robertson,  pain 
ed  by  Archibald  Robertson.  Also  an  autograph  letter  of  Arch 
bald  Robertson  dated  Nov.  8,  1793,  transmitting  a  portrait  ( 
Washington  to  the  Earl  of  Buchan.  Copy  of  a  letter  from  Was! 
ington  to  Major  Billings,  dated  June  17,  1783,  with  locks  of  hair  c 
George  and  Martha  Washington. 


A  marble  bust  of  Luman  Reed,  with  pedestal  was  presented  b 
the  six  surviving  grandchildren  of  the  late  Luman  Reed,  founder  c 
the  New  York  Gallery  of  Fine  Arts. 


Captain  Howland  Pell  presented  a  bonnet  clasp  of  the  71s 
Highland  Regiment  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  It  was  foun 
about  1840  in  the  garden  of  the  home  of  Captain  Pell's  grandfathe 
at  Bloomingdale,  86th  Street  and  Riverside  Drive. 


A  portrait  in  oil  of  Abraham  M.  Walton  by  Jacob  Winstanle 
and  a  portrait  of  Edward  Lyde  painted  by  Rembrandt  Peal 
were  purchased  from  the  estate  of  Grace  Lyde  Gordon  for  th 
Durr  Gallery  of  the  Society. 
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Captain  Richard  Henry  Greene  and  Dr.  William  S.  Thomas 
were  appointed  to  represent  the  Society  as  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Sulgrave  Institution  to  arrange  a  program  commem- 
orating the  beginnings  of  Free  Institutions  in  America. 


Mr.   Samuel  V.  Hoffman  presented  a  large  oil  painting  of  Cas- 
tle Garden,  1847,  now  on  exhibition  in  the  New  York  Room. 


Messrs.  Albert  M.  Lilienthal  and  William  Betts  Jackson  were 
elected  annual  members  of  the  Society. 


The  President  appointed  Mr.  Frank  Brinley  Porter  a  member 
of  the  Executive  Committee,  to  fill  a  vacancy. 


A  series  of  16  postal  card  views  of  the  Society's  building  and 
objects  in  its  collections  have  been  placed  on  sale  in  the  entrance 
hall,  at  five  cents  each. 


NECROLOGY 

Frank  V.  Piatt,  a  member  since  1890,  died  March3  o,  1920,  in 
the  64th  year  of  his  age. 

Walter  Kerr,  a  member  since  1909,  died  April  24,  1920,  in  the 
68th  year  of  his  age. 

Colonel  Edgar  B.  Van  Winkle,  a  member  since  1917,  died  April 
27,  1920,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Charles  E.  Lydecker,  a  Life  member  since  1909,  died  May 
6,  1920,  in  the  69th  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Julien  T.  Davies,  a  member  since  1880,  died  at  Boston, 
May  6,  1920,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age. 

The  Hon.  Levi  P.  Morton,  a  member  since  1855,  and  a  Fellow 
since  1904,  died  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  May  16,  1920,  in  the 
96th  year  of  his  age. 

George  S.  Dearborn,  a  member  since  1916  died  May  29,  1920, 
at  Rye,  N.  Y.,  in  the  63rd  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Frank  Moss,  a  member  since  1905,  died  June  5,  1920,  in 
the  66th  year  of  his  age. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


FIRST    CLASS — FOR    ONE    YEAR,    ENDING    I92I 

SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN 

ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 

FRANK  BRINLEY  PORTER 

SECOND     CLASS — FOR     TWO     YEARS,     ENDING 
1922 

JAMES  BENEDICT 
RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 
ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 


THIRD  CLASS — FOR  THREE  YEARS,  ENDING  I92; 

J.  ARCHIBALD  MURRAY 

B.  W.  B.  BROWN 
JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.D. 

FOURTH  CLASS — FOR  FOUR  YEARS,  ENDING  I92. 

THOMAS  T.  SHERMAN 

HENRY  F.  DEPUY 
THOMAS  J.  BURTON 


SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN,  Chairman 
ROBERT  H.  KELBY,  Secretary 
[The   President,   Vice-Presidents,    Recording   Secretary,   Treasurer,   and   Librarian   ar< 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee.] 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE 

JAMES  BENEDICT 

RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 

R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 

COMMITTEE  ON  LECTURES 

B.  W.  B.  BROWN 
THOMAS  T.  SHERMAN 
ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 

COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY 

ROBERT  H.  KELBY 
THOMAS  J.  BURTON 
ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 

COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATIONS 

ROBERT  H.  KELBY 

R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 

F.  ROBERT  SCHELL 


COMMITTEE  ON  ANNIVERSARY 

ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 

J.  ARCHIBALD  MURRAY 
WILLIAM  CHURCH  OSBORN 

COMMITTEE  ON  BUILDING 

STUYVESANT  FISH 

F.  ROBERT  SCHELL 

ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINE  ARTS 

JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.D. 

JAMES  BENEDICT 

WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

COMMITTEE  ON  PLAN  AND  SCOPE 

HENRY  F.  DE  PUY 
WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 
WALTER  JENNINGS 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP 

WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.D. 

THOMAS  J.  BURTON 
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OFFICERS  OF  THE   SOCIETY 

Elected  January  6,  1920,  for  Three  Years,  ending  1923 


PRESIDENT 

JOHN  ABEEL  WEEKES 

FIRST  VICE-PRESIDENT 

WALTER  LISPENARD  SUYDAM 

SECOND  VICE-PRESIDENT 

WILLIAM  CHURCH  OSBORN 

THIRD  VICE-PRESIDENT 

WALTER  JENNINGS 

FOURTH   VICE-PRESIDENT 

FRANCIS  ROBERT  SCHELL 


FOREIGN  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

ARCHER  MILTON  HUNTINGTON 

DOMESTIC  CORRESPONDING  SECRETARY 

ARTHUR  CURTISS  JAMES 

RECORDING  SECRETARY 

STUYVESANT  FISH 

TREASURER 

R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 

LIBRARIAN 
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AN   EGYPTIAN   CHAIR   IN  THE   ANDERSON 
COLLECTION 

Among  the  larger  Egyptian  objects  bought  in  Thebes  in  1847- 
48  by  Dr.  Henry  J.  Anderson  and  presented  by  him  to  the  New  York 
Historical  Society  in  1864  is  the  chair  reproduced  in  the  accom- 
panying illustrations  and  now  available  to  the  general  public  in  the 
series  of  post-cards  recently  issued  by  the  Society. 

Its  substantial  construction,  good  lines,  and  pleasing  ornament 
render  it  one  of  the  notable  pieces  of  extant  Egyptian  furniture,  and 
certainly  the  best  of  its  type  in  this  country.  Except  for  the  loss 
of  the  interwoven  seat,  the  chair  is  in  such  excellent  preservation 
that  its  great  antiquity  is  difficult  of  realization.  Its  design  is  one 
characteristic  of  the  earlier  years  of  the  Egyptian  Empire  from 
about  1500  to  1350  B.  C.  In  a  report  of  public  addresses  given  by 
Dr.  Anderson  and  his  son,  E.  Ellery  Anderson,1  it  is  said  that  the 
chair  was  found  in  the  same  tomb  with  the  large  wooden  sarcophagus 
and  small  table  of  the  Anderson  Collection;  the  table  is  of  a  style  not 
known  later  than  about  1500  B.  C.  All  too  much  credence  cannot 
be  placed  in  the  statements  of  natives  about  the  provenance  of 
objects  which  they  had  for  sale,  but  the  proportions  of  the  chair 
favor  a  date  nearer  to  1500  B.  C.  than  to  1350  B.  C.2  and  at  least 
afford  no  contradiction  to  the  story  that  all  these  pieces  were  found 
together. 

The  most  striking  peculiarity  of  the  design  from  the  modern 
view  point  is  the  form  of  the  legs  imitating  the  fore  and  hind  legs  of 
a  lion,  as  if  the  seat  were  the  back  of  an  animal  and  the  piece  of 
furniture  had  the  power  of  locomotion !  This  part  of  the  design  came 
down  from  a  remote  antiquity,  being,  in  fact,  a  survival  of  the  era 
when  the  nation  was  just  emerging  from  barbarism.  But  the  high 
slanting  back  hollowed  out  to  fit  the  occupant's  back  came  into 
vogue  only  in  this  age  of  greater  comfort  and  luxury.     Chairs  for 

1  The  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  December  16,  1864. 

2  Toward  the  end  of  this  period  chairs  became  prevailingly  higher,  necessitating  the 
commoner  use  of  foot-stools  and  the  introduction  of  additional  strengthening  rails  below  the 
seat.  A  chair  of  just  the  design  of  the  Anderson  piece  is  shown  borne  on  a  man's  shoulders 
in  a  wall-painting  not  later  than  1500  B.  C.  in  date  and  depicting  the  burial  equipment  be- 
ing carried  to  the  tomb;  Davies,  Five  Theban  Tombs,  PI.  XXI. 
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more  than  a  thousand  years  previous  had  been  provided  either  with 
high  vertical  backs,  lacking  the  curve  from  side  to  side  as  well  as 
the  slant,  or  with  very  low  backs  which  did  not  reach  to  a  man's 
waist;  the  latter  style  was  the  predominant  one.  In  comparison 
with  the  average  present-day  chair,  this  old  Egyptian  seat  is  some- 
what low  and  especially  ample  in  depth  and  width;3  The  back  is 
stronger  than  one  would  build  today.  The  low  braces  extending 
from  back  to  seat  introduce  curves  that  contribute  to  the  good 
appearance  of  the  piece. 

The  ornament  consists  of  an  alternation  of  lighter  and  darker 
wood  and  of  a  few  inlays  of  bone  or  ivory  and  ebony.  The  contrast 
between  the  two  kinds  of  wood  discernible  in  the  panels  of  the  back 
and  in  the  braces  connecting  back  and  seat  was  doubtless  more 
marked  originally  than  it  is  now  after  the  lapse  of  nearly  thirty-five 
hundred  years.  The  inlays  simulate  broad-headed  nails  or  studs 
and  have  no  constructional  value. 

There  are  no  metal  nails  in  the  chair.  It  is  mortised,  pegged, 
and  glued  together.  Each  leg  is  carved  of  one  piece  of  wood  and 
bears  at  the  upper  end  a  flat  tenon,  at  least  i  %  inches  wide,  let  into 
a  corresponding  hole  in  the  under  surface  of  the  rail;  the  approximate 
width  of  the  tenons  is  indicated  by  the  distance  from  center  to 
center,  i-i  %  inches,  of  the  two  wooden  pegs  which  keep  each  of  them 
from  slipping  out  of  position.  The  side  rails  inclose  a  straight  front 
rail  and  two  curving  back  rails  which  are  fastened  into  the  side 
rails  in  the  same  manner  as  the  legs.  Thus  the  cross  rails  have  no 
direct  connection  with  the  legs,  but  the  whole  structure  is  strength- 
ened by  curved  pieces  of  wood,  four  in  number,  which  extend  each 
under  a  cross  rail,  a  corner  of  a  side  rail,  and  down  the  inner  side  of  a 
leg;  no  braces  were  needed  in  the  other  direction.  These  curved 
braces  cut  from  naturally  forked  branches  of  wood  (not  bent),  like 
the  entire  legs  of  animal  form,4  are  distinctive  features  of  Egyptian 
furniture.  The  side  rails  are  drilled  with  fifteen  holes  for  the  inter- 
lacing, the  cross  rails  with  thirteen.     The  panels  of  the  back  are 

3  Entire  height  of  chair,  35%  inches;  height  of  seat,  15%  inches;  width  18  inches;  depth 
in  middle  to  chair-back,  18^  inches.  The  chair  has  no  restorations;  it  has  been  recently 
cleaned,  paraffined,  and  rid  of  some  modern  nails;  the  right  leg  at  the  back  had  been  broken 
in  two  places  and  is  now  held  together  by  modern  glue;  some  joints  have  been  strengthened  by 
brass  dowels  driven  below  the  surface.  The  glossy  surface  is  due  to  the  original  high  polish 
of  the  wood. 

4  Claw  feet  are,  of  course,  common  enough  in  modern  furniture,  but  here  the  imitation 
extends  to  the  very  seat  of  the  chair. 
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made  up  of  broad  boards  alternating  with  narrow  compound  strips 
which  consist  of  three  thin  layers  of  wood  glued  together,  a  dark 
between  light  layers;  these  layers  extend  from  front  to  back  as  may 
be  seen  in  the  two  accompanying  views  of  the  chair.  The  curved 
braces  marking  the  union  of  the  main  parts  of  back  and  seat,  too, 
are  compound,  with  their  broad  middle  pieces  of  wood  each  held  in 
position  by  twelve  pairs  of  pegs  and  their  narrow  bordering  strips  of 
wood  glued  on. 

The  closest  parallel  to  the  Society's  Egyptian  chair  in  design  and 
proportions  is  afforded  by  a  piece  in  the  collection  at  Leyden,5 
the  closest  parallel  to  the  paneling  of  the  back  by  a  chair  excavated 
at  Thebes  in  the  season  of  1 898-99/  which,  however,  has  a  per- 
pendicular back  as  has  also  a  small  chair  in  the  Metropolitan 
Museum  of  Art.7  All  four  of  these  extant  chairs  in  date  fall  within 
the  century  and  a  half  of  the  early  empire  mentioned  above,  but  the 
Leyden  and  Anderson  pieces  are  the  more  advanced  in  style.  All 
four  once  belong  to  private  people;  for  the  more  elaborate  royal 
furniture  of  the  period  one  must  turn  to  the  chair  of  Queen  Hatshep- 
sut  (?)  in  the  British  Museum,8  and  the  chairs  found  by  the  late 
Theodore  M.  Davis  in  the  Valley  of  the  Kings  at  Thebes  and  now  in 
the  Cairo  Museum.9 


5  See  my  article  in  the  Bulletin  of  the  Metropolitan  Museum  of  Art,  Vol.  VIII  (1913),  p.  75, 
Fig.  6. 

6  The  Marquis  of  Northampton,  Spiegelberg  and  Newberry,  Report  on  Some  Excavations 
in  the  Theban  Necropolis,  p.  10  and  Pis.  V  and  VI.  Cf.  also  Petrie,  Illahun,  Kahun  and 
Gurob,  PI.  XXVII. 

7  Bulletin,  Vol.  VIII,  p.  75,  Figs.  7-  8. 

8  A  Guide  to  the  Third  and  Fourth  Egyptian  Rooms  (1904),  p.  214,  No.  1. 

9  Davis,  The  Tomb  of  Iouiya  and  Touiyou. 

Caroline  Ransom  Williams. 
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THE  SUMMER  WORK  OF  THE  FIELD  EXPLORATION 
COMMITTEE. 

"CONNECTICUT  VILLAGE"  LOCATED. 

With  the  best  portion  of  the  working  season  yet  before  them  the 
Exploration  Committee  has  already  accomplished  good  results  for 
the  year  1920.     Actual  digging  work  has  been  comfined  mostly  to  the 
camp  site  adjacent  to  the  British  fort  of  Revolutionary  date  at 
Richmond,  Staten  Island,  where  several  new  holes  have  been  sunk 
in  search  of  refuse  pits,  and  where  a  good  measure  of  success  has 
rewarded    the    committeemen's    efforts.     Excavations   were    made 
within  the  ditch  near  the  north  entrance  to  the  fort,  and  the  material 
uncovered  there,  and  extending  to  the  very  bottom  of  the  moat, 
would  indicate  that  immediately  after  its  completion  the  ditch  was 
utilized  as  a  receptacle  for  camp  refuse.     Plying  the  spade  and  sieve 
along  about  five  yards  of  the  ditch  the  committeemen  were  rewarded 
with  finds  of  buttons  of  Cold  Stream  Guards,  and  of  the  Royal 
Provincial,    and   Continental  troops.     Two   buttoms   of  the   "1st 
Americans,"  Lieut.  Col.  Simcoe's  Corps,  were  found  in  the  ditch. 
Simcoe's  regiment  of  Loyalists  was  originally  known  as  the  "Queen's 
Rangers,"    but   was   dubbed   the   "1st   Americans"    in    1780.     In 
company  with  the  buttoms  of  the  1st  Americans  was  found  a  perfect 
specimen  of  the  "G  R"  bronze  badge,  cruder  samples  of  which 
have  been  found  in  the  17th  Reg't.  Camp  at  Inwood,  and  of  which 
a  specimen  inscribed  "Butler's  Rangers"  was  recently  found  along 
the  Niagara   River.     These   badges  were   probably  worn   on   the 
cartridge  boxes  of  some  of  British  and  Royal  Provincial  regiments. 
From  the  moat  there  were  recovered  also  such  objects  as  bullets, 
gunflints,   and    musket    fittings,    as  well  as  scissors,  and  thimbles, 
horse  shoes,  a  scythe  blade,  and  eight  half  pence  of  George  II  or 
George  III.     The  bulk  of  the  refuse  consisted  of  the  usual  clam  and 
oyster   shells,  mingled  with  which  were  the  soup  bones  from  the 
camp  kitchens. 

After  replacing  the  soil  taken  from  the  moat  the  explorers  re- 
sumed operations  along  the  hillside,  and  there  succeeded  in  locating 
several  pits.  From  one  of  these  pits,  or  "dumps"  were  recovered 
half  pence  of  George  II  and  George  III,  and  a  Spanish  silver  coin 
of  Carolus  III,  dated  1774.     The  sieve  here  gave  up  about  fifty 
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CONNECTICUT  VILLAGE  LOOKING  TOWARDS  THE  HUDSON  AND  WEST  POINT 


military  buttons  representing  the  22nd,  33rd,  37th,  and  57th  British 
regiments,  and  some  good  specimens  of  buttons  of  the  Royal 
Provincials.  Officers  buttons  were  found  of  the  22nd,  33rd,  and 
37th  Regiments. 

The  members  of  the  Field  Exploration  Committee  are  confident 
that  they  have  at  last  discovered  the  elusive  "Connecticut  Village," 
the  winter  camp  of  the  Connecticut  troops  in  the  Hudson  Highlands 
during  the  latter  years  of  the  War  of  Independence. 

Various  bits  of  information  gleaned  from  Revolutionary  docu- 
ments placed  the  Camp  one  and  one  half  miles  from  Fishkill;  eight 
miles  from  Continental  Village,  and  one  and  one-half  miles  back  from 
the  Hudson  River.  Other  requirements  were  that  the  camp  when 
found  must  be  between  two  high  hills,  and  on  both  sides  of  a  large 
brook.  In  addition  to  the  foregoing  West  Point  must  be  in  full  view 
from  the  Camp  site. 

In  the  early  spring  of  the  present  year  a  pasture  lot  on  the  farm 
of  James  Smith,  about  one  and  one  half  miles  east  of  Cold  Spring 
Village,  and  just  over  the  hill  east  of  the  old  "Plumbush"  farm  was 
found  to  be  favorably  situated  in  every  way,   and  had  the  large 
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brook  necessary  to  complete  the  identification.  On  three  occasions 
members  of  the  Exploration  Committee  visited  the  Connecticut 
Village  site.  The  Camp  today  is  reached  by  an  abandoned  road- 
way which  until  about  a  generation  ago  was  known  as  the  "Mekeel 
Road."  The  Mekeel  Road  branches  from  the  Garrison  Road  at 
De  Rhams,  and  skirts  the  camp  on  its  westerly  side  and  at  a  point 
on  the  Smith  farm  known  as  "Beverly  Warren's."  The  first  clues 
obtained  at  "Beverly  Warren's"  were  some  scraps  of  ancient 
earthenware  protruding  from  the  rich  soil  of  the  bank  on  the  west 
side  of  the  road.  These  soon  lead  to  a  deposit  of  camp  refuse 
which  upon  investigation  yielded  a  bayonet  blade,  a  grape  shot, 
gunflints,  and  bullets,  and  several  coins  of  George  II  and  George 
III.  The  more  positive  bits  of  evidence,  however,  were  buttons  of 
the  continental  infantry,  and  artillery,  and  buttoms  of  the  7th 
Connecticut,  and  8th  Massachusetts  Regiments  of  the  Continental 
Line. 

The  extensive  refuse  dump  at  Connecticut  Village  which  in 
addition  to  the  objects  enumerated  above  yielded  also  a  large 
variety  of  distinctively  18th  Century  earthenware;  but  a  halfpenny 
of  George  III  dated  1787,  a  Connecticut  penny  of  1788,  and  an 
American  cent  of  1802  found  in  the  same  dump  go  to  show  that  a 
remnant  of  "Connecticut  Village" — probably  the  substantial  hut 
of  a  general  officer — was  serviceable  as  a  human  habitation  down 
to  the  first  decade  of  the  19th  Century.  It  is  the  intention  of  the 
committee  to  pursue  investigation  at  this  site  as  soon  as  an  absence 
of  foliage  will  permit. 

W.  L.  Calve r, 

Chairman  of   The  Field  Exploration   Committee. 
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THE  ELUSIVE  MONUMENT  ERECTED  TO  GENERAL 
JAMES  WOLFE. 

On  a  "Plan  of  the  City  of  New  York  &  Its  Environs"  surveyed 
in  1766  by  Captain  John  Montressor,  Engineer,  a  monument  is 
indicated  on  what  was  the  Estate  of  Oliver  Delancey  and  under  it  is 
inscribed  on  the  map  "Obelisk  erected  to  the  Memory  of  General 
Wolf  &  others."  The  road  leading  to  this  monument  is  called 
"Road  to  the  Obelisk,"  and  approximately  the  present  Eighth 
Avenue  and  Fourteenth  Street  is  the  location  where  the  monument 
stood. 

The  Bernard  Ratzer  Map  of  1766-7  also  shows  "The  Monu- 
ment" and  calls  the  road  leading  to  it  "The  Monument  Lane." 

The  question  of  who  erected  this  monument  and  when,  is  a 
matter  of  conjecture  which  has  interested  many  local  historians, 
as  well  as  what  became  of  it.  The  records  of  the  City  are  silent 
concerning  it  and  no  illustration  has  come  to  light.  Dr.  Edward 
Hagaman  Hall,  Secretary  of  the  American  Scenic  and  Historic 
Preservation  Society,  and  Miss  Jennie  F.  Macarthy  of  the  New 
York  Title  Guarantee  and  Trust  Company,  after  extensive  search- 
ing of  the  records,  maps,  and  newspapers,  failed  to  find  any  data 
concerning  the  erection  and  destruction  of  this  elusive  monument. 
They  both  agree,  however,  that  in  the  absence  of  any  public  appro- 
priation for  the  enterprise,  it  is  reasonable  to  assume  that  General 
Oliver  De  Lancey  paid  for  it,  especially  as  it  was  erected  on  his 
Estate  and  that  he  also  removed  it.  {Report  of  the  American  Scenic 
and  Historic  Preservation  Society,  1914,  pages  1 12-120.) 

In  travesing  many  documents  in  the  Library  of  the  Society,  we 
find  in  The  New  York  Mercury  of  July  12,  1762,  the  following  adver- 
tisement: 

"This  is  to  inform  the  Gentlemen  and  Ladies  of  this  City, 
That  there  is  just  brought  to  Town,  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  Way 
of  drawing  Tickets,  at  the  House  of  the  Widow  Alstine,  next  Door 
to  Mr.  Rutherford's,  near  the  Bowling  Green,  a  most  curious  Piece 
of  Work,  representing  a  Country  Seat,  with  the  Chapel,  Summer 
House,  Flower  Gardens  and  Grottos  belonging  to  it;  also  a  Monu- 
ment in  Memory  of  General  Wolfe,  on  the  Top  of  which  is  the  Image 
of  Fame,  below  which  are  the  Ensigns  bearing  the  English  Stand- 
ards; in  the  Body  of  the  Piece  is  the  Corps  on  a  Couch,  at  the  Foot 
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of  which  is  Minerva  weeping,  at  the  Head  is  Mars,  pointing  to 
General  Amherst,  who  stands  at  a  small  Distance,  as  meaning, 
Behold  a  living  Hero,  with  other  Pieces  too  tedious  to  mention. 
Any  Gentlemen  or  Ladies  inclining  to  adventure,  may  see  it  at  any 
Time  of  Day,  and  know  the  Terms  of  disposal,  which  will  be  on 
Thursday  next,  in  the  Afternoon,  at  5  o'clock,  without  fail.  The 
Whole  is  inclosed  in  a  Glass  Case." 

On  August  9,  1762  the  drawing  for  the  model  took  place,  after 
a  postponement  owing  to  some  remaining  tickets  being  unsold 
which  were  offered  at  four  shillings  each  to  those  who  had  pur- 
chased tickets  previously  at  two  dollars. 

Here,  therefore,  we  have  an  interesting  description  of  what  seems 
to  be  a  model  of  the  Wolfe  Monument,  and  the  De  Lancey  Estate. 
General  Wolfe  died  at  Quebec  September  13,  1759,  and  the  above 
advertisement  of  July  12, 1762,  would  indicate  the  conception  of  the 
monument  if  not  completed  and  erected  at  that  time. 

Mr.  Stokes  in  his  "Iconography  of  Manhattan  Island,"  Vol.  3, 
p.  866,  points  out  that  in  Bancker's  Survey  of  Lands  belonging  to  the 
Estate  of  the  late  Sir  Peter  Warren  (who  married  Susannah  De 
Lancey)  dated  August,  1773,  the  monument  is  not  shown  and  the 
road  called  "Old  Greenwich  Lane,"  indicating  its  removal  prior 
to  that  date,  and  controverting  the  theory  of  several  writers  that 
De  Lancey  demolished  it  after  his  Estate  was  confiscated  for  being 
a  Loyalist. 

More  light  on  this  Monument,  the  first  erected  in  the  City  to  a 
popular  hero,  would  be  welcome. 


76  T  H  E    N  E  W-Y  ORK    HISTORICAL    SOCIETY 

THE    MARBLE    STATUE    OF   ALEXANDER    HAMILTON, 
ERECTED  AND  DESTROYED  IN  1835. 

Robert  Ball  Hughes,  the  sculptor,  was  born  in  London  in  1806 
and  came  to  New  York  in  1829.  He  was  commissioned  by  the 
merchants  of  New  York  to  carve  a  statue  of  Alexander  Hamilton 
which  was  placed  in  the  center  of  the  rotunda  of  the  Merchants 
Exchange,  Wall  Street,  in  April  1835.  From  the  newspapers  of  the 
day  a  detailed  pen  picture  of  this  statue  has  been  preserved  which 
we  print  together  with  its  unfortunate  destruction  in  the  great  fire 
of  December  16-17,  1835. 

"STATUE  OF  HAMILTON.— We  have  just  returned  from  a 
visit  to  the  Exchange  where  a  most  attractive  object  is  drawing 
together  crowds  of  admiring  citizens.  It  is  the  statue  of  Alexander 
Hamilton,  for  the  execution  of  which  a  fund  was  raised  some  two 
or  three  years  ago  by  subscription  among  the  merchants  of  this 
city.  They  have  reason  to  congratulate  themselves  upon  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  their  intention  has  been  fulfilled.  The 
statue  is  carved  from  a  single  block  of  Carrara  marble,  the  upper  and 
anterior  portions  of  which  are  purely  white,  and  the  back  slightly 
veined  with  clouds  or  shades  of  an  exceedingly  pale  blue.  This 
should,  perhaps,  be  considered  a  defect,  but  the  artist  has  ingeniously 
contrived  to  hide  it  by  such  an  arrangement  of  the  folds  in  the 
drapery  as  makes  the  clouding  of  the  marble  almost  imperceptible. 
The  figure  is  standing  with  one  foot  slightly  advanced  and  the  weight 
of  the  body  resting  upon  the  other,  the  head  erect  and  turned  a  little 
to  one  side  as  in  the  act  of  speaking.  The  left  arm  hangs  in  the  easy 
natural  position  by  the  side,  while  the  other  is  somewhat  raised, 
the  hand  grasping  a  scroll,  the  end  of  which  rests  upon  a  table. 
The  costume  is  that  of  the  time  in  which  Hamilton  flourished  as  a 
statesman  and  public  orator;  a  coat  with  upright  collar,  small- 
clothes, silk  stockings,  and  the  prescriptive  oratorical  mantle  or 
toga,  knotted  upon  the  left  shoulder  and  falling  away  behind  in  a 
rich  mass  of  flowing  drapery;  thus  obviating  the  trim  formal 
appearance  of  the  close-setting  garments  peculiar  to  enlightened 
nations. — The  resemblance  is  perfect — so  pronounced  by  those 
who  knew  Hamilton  weU,  and  moreover  identical  with  all  the  good 
portraits  of  him  we  have  ever  seen.  The  execution  is  in  the  highest 
style  of  art;  the  attitude  natural  and  unconstrained  yet  full  of 
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THE  HAMILTON  STATUE  IN  THE  MERCHANTS  EXCHANGE 

(From  The  N.  Y.,  Mirror  Oct.  24,  1835.) 

dignity;  and  it  is  evident  that  an  immensity  of  labor  has  been 
bestowed  upon  the  details  not  only  of  the  face  and  figure,  but  also 
of  the  drapery.  It  is  a  magnificent  production,  worthy  of  the  man 
in  whose  honor  it  was  formed,  of  the  liberality  to  which  the  city  of 
New  York  is  indebted  for  its  possession,  and  of  the  talents  and  high 
reputation  of  the  sculptor,  Mr.  Hughes." 

[New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  April  20,  1835.] 

"With  the  Exchange,  the  public  has  sustained  a  loss  in  the  fine 
arts  which  is  greatly  to  be  regretted.  We  refer  to  the  statue  of 
HAMILTON,  erected  by  the  munificence  of  our  merchants  during 
the  present  year,  in  the  centre  of  the  rotunda  of  that  building. 
That,  which  was  designed  to  remain  for  ages,  is  in  eight  months 
precipitated  from  its  pedestal,  and  is  mixed  with  the  ruins  of  the 
ill  fated  structure  it  was  erected  to  adorn." 

[New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  December  17,  1835.] 

"A  gallant  effort  was  made  to  save  the  statue  of  Hamilton  by  a 
young  officer  from  the  navy  yard  with  a  party  of  four  or  five  sailors. 
They  had  actually  succeeded  in  removing  it  from  the  pedestal,  when 
the  danger  from  the  approaching  fall  of  the  roof,  compelled  them  to 
seek  safety  in  flight." 

[New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  December  21,  1835.] 
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THE   BEEKMAN  MANTEL. 

The  beautiful  Colonial  Drawing-Room  Mantel  with  Dutch 
tiles  illustrated  below  originally  was  part  of  the  Beekman  Man- 
sion erected  in   1763   and   demolished    1874.     It  is  9  feet  8  inches 


DRAWING-ROOM  MANTEL  FROM  THE  JAMES  BEEKMAN  MANSION 
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high  and  9  feet  3  inches  wide  at  the  top.  The  Beekman  Family 
crest  is  in  the  upper  center  of  the  mantel.  Tradition  in  the  family 
was  that  the  head  of  the  dog  carved  on  the  mantel  was  injured 
and  that  a  British  staff  officer  during  the  Revolution  carved  a  new 
one.  The  house  stood  at  Turtle  Bay,  overlooking  the  East  River, 
at  what  is  now  First  Avenue  and  Fifty-First  Street.  The  house  was 
occupied  as  the  Headquarters  of  the  British  Army,  during  the 
Revolution,  by: 
General  Sir  William  Howe  September   15,   1776,  to  Apri 

30,  1777 
Commissary-General  Joshua  Loring   May  1,  1777,  to  October  1,  177^ 
General  Sir  Henry  Clinton  October   20,   1778,  to   May  5 

1782 
General  James  Robertson  May  1,  1782,  to  April  15,  1783 

General  Sir  Guy  Carleton  June    16,    1783,  to   Novembei 

25,  1783. 
In  the  Beekman  House,  Captain  Nathan  Hale  was  condemnec 
as  a  spy,  September  21,  1776,  and  here  Major  John  Andre  receivec 
instructions    before   his    meeting   with    General    Benedict   Arnold 
September  21,  1780. 

The  mantel  adorns  the  south  end  of  the  Portrait  Room  and  wa: 
presented  to  the  Society  by  the  late  James  William  Beekman  in  1874 
shortly  before  the  house  was  demonlished.  The  Society  also  pos 
sesses  the  Beekman  Family  Coach  and  the  mantel  from  the  "Blu< 
Room"  of  the  same  house. 


THE  LIBERTY   POLE 

Plans  for  the  erection  of  the  Liberty  Pole  in  City  Hall  Park  by  th< 
Society  and  Sons  of  the  Revolution  are  progressing  favorably.  Th« 
kind  offer  of  the  West  Coast  Lumbermen's  Association  of  Seattle 
Oregon,  to  donate  the  pole  has  been  gratefully  accepted  and  orderec 
sent  to  this  city  from  the  West.  The  top  mast  will  come  from  th< 
East,  Saco,  Maine,  thus  joining  the  East  and  West  in  the  enterprise 

The  plan  for  the  base  of  the  pole  was  drawn  by  our  fellow  mem 
ber,  Mr.  W.  Gedney  Beatty,  architect,  and  submitted  to  the  Ar 
Commission  of  the  City  for  approval.  When  accepted  by  them 
and  with  the  permission  of  the  Park  Commissioner,  a  programm 
will  be  arranged. 
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THE  CORNER-STONE  BOX  OF  THE  SOCIETY'S  OLD 
BUILDING   RECOVERED 

On  August  19,  1920,  the  Corner-Stone  Box  of  the  Society's  old 
building,  corner  Second  Avenue  and  Eleventh  Street,  was  returned 
to  the  Society  by  the  Empire  Wrecking  Company  who  have  been 
demolishing  the  building  since  the  early  part  of  July. 

The  box  which  is  made  of  lead  is  ten  inches  square  and  the  lead 
one  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness.  It  was  placed  in  the  corner- 
stone on  October  17,  1855,  and  the  contents,  mainly  books  and 
pamphlets,  remained  in  perfect  state  of  preservation  as  clean  and 
new  looking  as  the  day  they  were  placed  therein.  The  books  con- 
sisted of  the  first  two  volumes  of  the  second  series  of  the  Collections 
of  the  Society  issued  1841  and  1849,  the  City  Directory  for  the  year 
ending  May  1,  1856,  Manual  of  the  Common  Council,  1855,  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Society,  1844,  68th  Annual  Report  of  the  Regents 
of  the  University  of  the  State  of  New  York,  1855,  Reprint  of  the 
first  New  York  City  Directory,  1786,  and  twenty  miscellaneous 
pamphlets,  Charter  and  By-Laws,  Catalogue  of  the  Library,  Ad- 
dresses, etc.,  of  the  Society.  There  was  also  placed  in  the  box  eleven 
vellum  sheet's  in  the  handwriting  of  the  late  George  H.  Moore, 
Librarian  of  the  Society,  on  which  is  recited  acts  of  organization  of 
the  Society  from  November  20,  1804,  on,  the  Officers  and  various 
Committees  of  the  Society  for  1855,  the  names  of  the  Executive 
Officers  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  State  of  New  York  for  1855 
beginning  with  Franklin  Pierce,  President,  and  Myron  H.  Clark, 
Governor.  Mr.  Moore's  card,  stating  that  the  box  was  sealed  at 
2  o'clock  P.  M.  October  17,  1855,  at  Philbin  &  Quin's,  331  Fourth 
Street  in  the  presence  of  himself,  David  Kennedy,  Joseph  P.  Quin, 
and  John  R.  Pryor,  as  well  as  a  card  of  the  plumbers,  Philbin  & 
Quin,  was  also  found  in  the  box.     Other  items  were: 

Three  bronze  medals  struck  by  the  American  Art  Union,  viz: 
Washington  Allston,  John  Trumbull,  and  Gilbert  Stuart,  and  the 
following  newspapers  of  Wednesday  October  17,  1855: 

New  York  Daily  News  New  York  Tribune 

Journal  of  Commerce,  Jr.  New  York  Daily  Times 

New  York  Herald  The  Sun 

New  York  Morning  Express  New  York  Journal  of  Commerce 
Morning  Courier  and  New  York  Enquirer. 
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Various  silver  and  copper  coins  of  the  year  1855  were  placed  i: 
the  box.  These,  however,  were  missing  with  the  exception  of 
half  cent  piece  of  1855.  Although  the  Empire  Wrecking  Compan; 
assured  the  Society  that  the  box  would  be  delivered  intact,  the 
informed  us  that  contrary  to  all  instructions,  their  workmen  brok 
open  the  box  and  in  this  broken  condition  it  was  called  for  by  th 
Society  at  the  yards  of  the  Company  at  Maspeth,  Long  Island,  t< 
which  place  they  had  removed  it.  Fortunately  the  minutes  of  th 
Society  for  1855  listed  the  items  placed  in  the  corner-stone  box  an< 
it  was  possible  to  check  up  the  contents  and  nothing  other  than  th 
coins  found  wanting. 

The  ceremonies  attending  the  laying  of  the  corner-stone  of  th< 
old  building  were  begun  in  the  Chapel  of  the  University  of  the  Cit] 
of  New  York  in  Washington  Square,  on  Wednesday  October  17 
1855,  at  three  o'clock,  the  Hon.  Luther  Bradish  presiding  as  Pres 
ident.  In  a  body,  the  Officers  of  the  Society,  and  invited  guest; 
proceeded  to  the  site  of  the  building  to  lay  the  corner-stone.  Amon| 
those  in  the  procession  were  Washington  Irving,  Dr.  John  W 
Francis,  Rev.  James  M.  Matthews,  D.D.,  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune 
D.D.,  John  R.  Brodhead,  Charles  King,  and  others.  The  Rev 
Thomas  De  Witt,  D.  D.  offered  prayer  and  the  President  laid  th< 
corner-stone  followed  by  appropriate  remarks  from  Frederick  D< 
Peyster,  Rev.  George  W.  Bethune,  D.D.  and  Rev.  Samuel  Osgood 
D.D. 

The  Society  also  secured  the  heroic  bust  in  stone  of  Herodituj 
which  adorned  the  front  of  the  old  building. 


LECTURES 

On  November  16th  the  Society  will  celebrate  the  11 6th  Anni- 
versary of  the  Founding  of  the  Society.  The  address  will  be 
delivered  by  the  Rev.  Henry  R.  Rose,  D.D.  entitled:  "Benjamin 
Franklin,  the  Founder  of  America."  This  will  take  the  place  of 
the  regular  lecture  usually  scheduled  for  the  second  Tuesday  of 
November.  The  lecture  for  December  will  take  place  on  the  14th 
instead  of  the  7th,  when  Mr.  William  Webster  Ellsworth  will 
deliver  his  illustrated  lecture  entitled  "The  Pilgrim  Fathers/*  On 
January  4th,  1921,  Mr.  Charles  Welling  Furlong  will  give  his 
illustrated  lecture,  "The  Passing  of  the  Old  West." 
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NOTES. 

An  oil  painting  "The  Capture  of  Major  Andre"  painted  by 
Percy  Moran  was  presented  in  the  name  of  the  late  Miss  Emilie  S. 
Coles,  a  member  of  the  Society,  by  her  brother,  Dr.  J.  Ackerman 
Coles. 

Miss  Marion  Davis  Collamore  presented  three  engravings  after 
paintings  of  John  Trumbull  viz.: 

Sortie  made  by  the  Garrison  of  Gibralter  27th  Nov.  1781. 
Engraved  by  Wm.  Sharp,  1799. 

Battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  Engraved  by  Miten  1808. 

The  Death  of  General  Montgomery  at  Quebec,  Engraved  by 
W.  Ketterlinus,  1808. 

A  copy  of  the  Martin  Luther  Bible  printed  in  German  at  Frank- 
fort, 1704,  Illustrated,  was  presented  in  the  name  of  the  late  Stephen 
Weart  Giles,  a  member  of  the  Society,  by  his  widow,  Mrs.  Stephen 
W.Giles. 

The  Library  is  indebted  to  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  for  many 
volumes  relating  to  the  World  War  and  files  of  the  following  news- 
papers published  in  Germany  during  the  War.  "Berliner  Tage- 
blatt"  Aug.  1,  1914-June  30,  1919.  The  "Ulk"  Aug.  7,  1914- 
June  27,  1919.  "Der  Welt  Spiegel,"  Illustrated  Weekly,  Aug.  2, 
1914-June  29,  1 91 9. 

Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton,  presented  a  Bar  Shot  of  solid 
forged  iron  and  a  solid  cast  iron  shot  found  in  excavating  for  the 
subway  at  foot  of  Whitehall  Street  and  foot  of  State  Street  and 
Battery  Park. 

Mr.  Ambrose  Lee  presented  a  large  manuscript  map  of  the  town 
of  Westchester,  N.  Y.,  1891. 

Thirty  relics  of  the  Confederate  States,  from  the  Kemp  Collec- 
tion in  the  American  Museum  of  Natural  History,  were  received 
through  Mr.  Herbert  P.  Whitlock,  Curator  of  Mineralogy.  They 
consist  of  Loan  and  Stock  Certificates  1 861-1864,  1  Bayonet, 
1  stirrup,  1  canteen,  2  pieces  of  Shrapnel,  1  Cannon  ball,  1  ax  head, 
1  solid  shot,  1  brass  belt  plate,  gold  stripes  and  stars  and  8  buttons 
from  officers'  uniforms  of  the  War  of  186 1-5.  Also  a  hammer  of  a 
flint  lock  gun  made  in  Richmond,  Va.,  1806. 
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Mrs.  Thomas  A.  Eddy  presented  14  scrap  books,  6  volumes  o: 
manuscripts,  3  medals,  1  mirror,  7  buttons  and  17  relics  of  th< 
War  of  1861-65,  formerly  the  property  of  Major  General  Abne 
Doubleday.  The  scrap  books  of  newspaper  clippings  and  maps  anc 
manuscript  journals  were  gathered  and  written  by  General  Double- 
day  and  relate  to  the  Campaigns  in  which  he  was  engaged  during  th< 
Mexican  War  and  War  of  1861-65. 

Mr.  Samuel  T.  Gilford  presented  a  model  of  Fire  Engine  No.  1 
of  the  Old  Volunteer  Fire  Department  of  New  York,  made  in  184c 
by  T.  Woolcocks,  who  presented  it  to  the  late  Thomas  B.  Gilford 
member  of  that  company  and  father  of  the  donor. 

The  Society  will  hold  an  exhibition  during  the  Winter  of  its  earl} 
printed  books  of  the  17th  Century,  manuscripts  and  relics,  relat 
ing  to  New  England,  in  commemoration  of  the  Ter-Centenery  o 
the  landing  of  the  Pilgrims  at  Plymouth,  Mass.,  on  December  21 
1620,  and  the  Beginning  of  Free  Institutions  in  America. 

NECROLOGY. 

Mr.  Albert  Delafield,  a  life  member  since  1891,  died  June  19 
1920,  in  the  75th  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  William  Milne  Grinnell,  a  member  since  1917,  died  June  26 
1920,  in  the  63  rd  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Frank  Trumbull,  a  member  since  1917,  died  July  12,  1920 
at  Santa  Barbara,  California,  in  the  63rd  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  William  Kissam  Vanderbilt,  a  member  since  1878,  anc 
Fellow  of  the  Society,  died  July  22,  1920,  at  Paris,  France,  in  the  71  si 
year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Thomas  J.  Burton,  a  life  member  since  1901,  and  membei 
of  the  Executive  Committee  since  191 7,  died  July  31,  1920,  in  the 
62nd  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  John  Harper,  a  life  member  since  1885,  died  August  13,  1920, 
in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Fellowes  Davis,  a  life  member  since  1896,  died  September  5. 
1920,  in  the  73  rd  year  of  his  age. 

Mr.  Warren  Delano,  a  member  since  1896,  died  September  9, 
1920,  at  Barrytown,  N.  Y.,  in  the  68th  year  of  his  age. 
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NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 

By  the  Late  William  Kelby,  Librarian  of  the  Society. 

IX. 

Sheriff's  Sales 

By  virtue  of  an  execution  to  me  directed,  will  be  sold,  on  Satur- 
day next,  at  the  dwelling-house  of  John  Ramage,  in  Little  Queen 
street,  a  quantity  of  excellent  Household  Furniture,  amongst  which 
are  an  elegant  Looking  Glass,  Side  Board,  and  Forte  Piano;  also, 
a  number  of  Tools  and  Materials  for  carrying  on  the  Miniature 
Painting  Business. — Sale  to  begin  at  10  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

M.    WILLETT,    Sheriff. 
["The  Diary;  or,  Evening  Register  "   Wednesday,  April  16,  1794.] 

Columbian  Academy  of  Painting, 
No.  90,  William-Street,  New- York. 

Archibald  &  Alexander  Robinson     [sic] 
Limners, 

Continue  to  paint  Portraits,  Miniatures,  Devices,  Hair- Work  for 
Lockets,  Designs  from  Nature  for  engraving  after,  &c. 

At  the  Academy,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  at  the  appointed  hours 
for  each,  are  instructed  in  drawing  Heads,  Figures,  Historical 
Subjects,  Landscapes  (of  which  many  are  of  the  most  remarkable 
scenes  in  this  country)  Flowers,  Patterns,  &c.  in  Water  Colors, 
India  Ink,  Chalks,  &c. — Classes  for  the  summer  are  now  commenced, 
in  the  morning  from  6  till  8  o'clock,  for  Ladies,  on  Tuesday,  Thurs, 
day  and  Saturday;  and  for  Gentlemen  on  Monday,  Wednesday- 
and  Friday,  at  the  same  hours. — Private  tuition,  as  usual,  for  those 
who  find  it  inconvenient  to  attend  the  public  classes. 

As  Messrs.  Robinson  will  spare  no  expense  or  trouble  in  procuring 
every  requisite  to  make  their  academy  useful  to  those  attending  it, 
hope,  by  their  unremitting  assiduity  and  attention  to  their  pupils, 
to  merit  that  degree  of  approbation  which  they  have  so  amply 
experienced. 

["The  Diary;  or,  Evening  Register"   Wednesday,  April  30,  1794.] 
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BARGAINING  FOR  A  HORSE. 
By  William   S.   Mount. 
(Owned  by  the  Society.) 


Columbian  Academy  of  Painting, 

No.  90  William  street,  New  York, 

Archibald  &  Alexander  Robertson 

Limners, 

Paint  portraits  miniatures,  designs  from  nature  and  for  engraving 

after,  &c. 

At  their  Academy  ladies  and  gentlemen  are  instructed  in  Draw- 
ing and  Painting  heads,  figures,  history  pieces  landscapes,  flowers 
architecture,  perspective,  &c.  in  India  ink,  water  colors,  &c. 

Classes  for  ladies  are  opened  for  the  ensuing  season  from  three 
till  five  o'clock  afternoons  on  Tuesday's,  Thursday's  and  Saturday's. 
And  for  gentlemen  an  evening  class  from  7  till  9  o'clock,  on  the  same 
days  of  the  week.     Private  Tuition  as  usual. 

["  The  Diary;  or,  Evening  Register"  Monday,  October  6,  1794.] 
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With  pleasure  we  welcome  every  improvement  in  the  arts. 
Proposals  are  issued  in  Philadelphia,  for  publishing  twenty  four 
views  in  aquatinta,  selected  from  the  most  interesting  prospects  in 
the  U.  States,  by  G.  I.  Parkyns.  Among  these  are  a  view  of  Mount 
Vernon,  City  of  Washington,  Philadelphia,  &  New- York. 

["American   Minerva,  and  the  New-York   {Evening)  Advertiser" 

Tuesday,  March  3,  1795.] 

American  Landscapes. 

Proposals, 

By  James  Harrison  &  G.  Parkyns, 

For  Publishing  in  Aquatinta, 

Twenty-Four  Views; 

Selected  from  some  of  the  most  striking  and  interesting  prospects 
in  the  United  States;  each  of  which  Views  will  be  accompanied  with 
a  descriptive  account  of  its  Local,  Historical,  and  other  incidental 
Peculiarites. 

By  Mr.  Parkyns, 
Author  of  "Monastic  Remains  and  Ancient  Castles  in  Great  Britain" 
Conditions : 
I.     That  the  work  shall  be  published  by  Subscription:  and  that 
each  Subscriber  shall  engage  to  take  the  whole  set  of  Views, 
and  pay  for  each  engraving,  if  black  or  brown,  3  dollars;  and 
if  coloured,  5  dollars. 
II.     That  the  dimensions  of  each  engraving  shall  be  24  by  17 
inches,  executed  in  aquatinta,  and  published  upon  paper  of  a 
superior    quality.     The    publication   to   commence   imme- 
diately and  one  engraving  to  be  delivered  to  the  Subscribers, 
on  the  first  Monday  of  each  succeeding  month,  until  the 
proposed  series  shall  be  finally  completed. 
III.     That  with  the  last  View  of  the  series,  shall  be  delivered  an 
engraved  Title  Page;   an  elegant  characteristic  Vignette; 
a  Map  of  the  Route,  connected  with  the  prospects  exhibited 
in  the  course  of  the  work;  and  an  Alphabetical  List  of  the 
Subscribers. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS    are   received    by   James   Harrison,    at   his 
Warehouse,  Maiden-lane,  New  York;  and  by  all  the  principal  Book- 
sellers in  the  United  States. 

[" American  Minerva,  and  the  New-York  {Evening)  Advertiser" 

Tuesday,  March  10,  1795.] 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


FIRST    CLASS — FOR    ONE    YEAR,    ENDING    IQ2I 

SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN 
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AN  EGYPTIAN  SKETCH  ON  LIMESTONE. 

In  the  Revue  Archeologique  of  1846,  included  in  an  article  on  the 
collections  of  Egyptian  antiquities  then  existent  in  Cairo,  Prisse 
d'Avennes  published  a  wood  cut  of  the  sketch  possibly  satirical  in 
character  which  appears  in  a  photographic  view  for  the  first  time  in 
the  accompanying  illustration.1  The  sketch  has  been  all  these  years 
one  of  the  outstanding  smaller  objects  in  the  Abbott  collection, 
pleasing  the  connoisseur  by  the  results  achieved  in  it  by  means  of  a 
few  simple  brush  strokes  and  surprising  those  acquainted  only  with 
the  formal  art  of  Egypt  by  its  unconventional  character.  Nor  has 
it  been  wholly  forgotten  in  Europe,  as  I  shall  show  presently. 

Although  it  may  well  be  enjoyed  simply  for  the  amusing  situation 
presented  and  the  merit  of  the  drawing,  the  sketch  cannot  be  under- 
stood, even  in  slight  measure,  except  as  we  consider  it  in  its  Egyptian 
context.  It  is  one  of  a  considerable  series  of  drawings  and  inscrip- 
tions of  varied  character  which  have  in  common  the  material  on 
which  they  are  executed,  flakes  of  fine-grained,  soft  limestone,  and 
the  place  where  they  have  thus  far  been  found  in  numbers,  the 
necropolis  of  ancient  Thebes.  Its  subject,  however,  must  be 
studied  chiefly  with  reference  to  various  drawings  on  papyrus  known 
collectively  as  the  "satirical  papyri. " 

Our  piece  is  one  of  the  earliest  if  it  is  not  the  first,  of  the  informal 
drawings  on  limestone  to  be  published,  and  even  as  late  as  1887, 
when  Maspero  issued  his  Egyptian  Archceology,  he  was  obliged  to 
refer  to  such  drawings  as  "rare."  Today  the  situation  is  different, 
very  many  have  come  to  light,  and,  gradually,  they  are  being  pub- 
lished. In  1901,  one  hundred  and  eighty-three  pieces  bearing  draw- 
ings were  reproduced  in  one  of  the  volumes  of  the  great  Cairo 
catalogue,  together  with  other  inscribed  limestone  splinters  and 
a  small  number  of  similar  sketches  and  inscriptions  on  other  mate- 
rials, a  volume  which  made  the  sketches  and  inscriptions  available 
to  students  but  contained  no  discussion  of  them.2  In  1916,  Pro- 
fessor Heinrich  Schafer,  curator  of  the  Egyptian  section  of  the  Berlin 


Photographic  post-cards  of  the  sketch  have  recently  been  placed  on  sale.  The  old 
number  is  750  in  the  1915  printing  of  the  catalogue,  743  in  earlier  editions.  The  dimensions 
are:  width  at  bottom,  m.  0.173  ($H  inches);  height,  m.  0.089  (3^  ln-)>  thickness, 
m.  0.006 — .011. 

2  G.  Daressy — Ostraca.  Catalogue  general  des  antiquites  Egyptiennes  du  Musee  du  Caire 
Nos.  25001-25385. 


92  T  H  E     N  E  W-Y  ORK     HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 

Museums,  brought  out  the  first  extended  paper  discussing  the 
drawings  in  connection  with  a  catalogue  of  some  one  hundred 
them  in  Berlin,  of  which  thirty-two  were  reproduced.3  This  w; 
quickly  followed  in  1917  by  an  altogether  enjoyable  essay,  "Egy; 
tian  Drawings  on  Limestone  Flakes,"  written  by  Mr.  N.  de  Gai 
Davies  and  printed  in  the  Journal  of  Egyptian  Archceology;  tl 
essay  was  accompanied  by  reproductions  of  a  few  of  the  drawinj 
in  Mr.  Davies'  private  collection.  To  both  these  admirable  earli 
papers  I  am  indebted  for  some  of  the  matter  presented  in  th 
article,  although  I  differ  with  their  authors  more  or  less  in  the  ii 
terpretation  of  the  Abbott  sketch.  I  have  also  to  thank  Profess< 
J.  H.  Breasted  and  Dr.  T.  George  Allen,  to  whom  I  showed  a  photi 
graph  of  the  sketch,  for  a  few  comments  of  which  I  have  made  us 
When  the  drawings  on  limestone  flakes  began  to  be  mentions 
in  Egyptological  writings,  they  were  thought  to  be  artists'  pr 
liminary  studies  for  details  in  the  decoration  of  the  temples  an 
tombs  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Nile.  Such  a  preparatory  study 
possibly  included  in  the  Abbott  collection  in  another  drawing,  N< 
746  of  the  191 5  edition  of  the  old  catalogue.  It  was  found  ; 
Sakkara,  its  material  is  a  piece  of  limestone  from  a  worke 
block,  and  its  subject  is  a  seated  figure  of  Osiris  with  identifyir 
legend;  but  even  this  drawing  and  others  of  like  sort  may  t 
(all  or  part  of  them),  on  the  contrary,  direct  copies,  or  reminiscer 
sketches,  after  important  wall  decorations,  rather  than  preliminai 
studies.  In  view  of  the  variety  of  subject  and  mood  exhibited  i 
the  drawings  now  available  from  Thebes  and  the  varied  characte 
too,  of  the  inscriptions  on  associated  pieces,  current  opinion  has 
that  the  limestone  flakes,  lying  conveniently  at  hand  everywher 
were  used  freely  as  substitutes  now  for  drawing  paper,  now  fc 
writing  paper,  for  whatever  purposes  required.4  Egyptian  paper- 
papyrus — was  laborious  to  prepare,  consequently  expensive,  an 
used  always  with  economy.  At  Thebes,  the  rock  of  those  strata  i 
which  the  tombs  of  the  Empire  (about  1500  B.  C.  and  following 
were  constructed  tended  under  the  alternating  heat  and  cold  of  tl: 
days  and  nights  to  break  in  horizontal  flakes  which  could  then  b 
utilized  at  the  caprice  of  the  men  constructing  and  decorating  th 

3  Aegyptische  Zeichnungen  auf  Scherben,  pp.  22-51  in  Vol.  37  of  the  Jahrbuch  der  Koni 
lich  Preuszischen  Kunstsammlungen. 

4  They  have  accordingly  been  called  ostraca  because  of  the  analogy  with  the  use  mac 
of  pottery  sherds  far  and  wide  in  the  ancient  world. 
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tombs  and  mortuary  temples  of  the  nation's  capital  in  the  days 
of  its  greatest  prosperity.  The  men  were  wont  to  live  in  communi- 
ties in  the  midst  of  the  vast  Theban  cemetery  and  the  waste  heaps 
of  one  of  their  villages  furnished  nearly  all  of  the  one  hundred  draw- 
ings in  the  Berlin  collection.  Those  of  the  Cairo  collection  were 
found  in  clearing,  about  and  within,  the  royal  tombs  in  the  Valley 
of  the  Kings.  Dr.  Abbott  gave  the  provenience  of  his  sketch  as 
Thebes,  without,  however,  more  definite  designation.  In  no  in- 
stance have  these  drawings,  though  found  in  the  necropolis,  occurred 
as  part  of  the  burial  equipment  of  the  dead. 


Much  of  their  charm  for  us  lies  in  the  revelation  they  give  of  the 
interests  and  humors  of  the  artist  folk  of  Thebes.  It  is  always  a 
delight  when  we  may  penetrate  beneath  the  formalized  and  official 
standards  of  Egyptian  art  or  literature  and  these  products  of  leisure 
hours,  freed  from  all  control  from  above,  as  they  become  known  in 
greater  numbers  and  are  given  further  study,  promise  many  a  fasci- 
nating glimpse  into  the  ways  and  ideas  of  the  craftsmen  and  artists 
of  Thebes.  We  may  imagine  among  these  men  an  ancient  Villard 
de  Honnecourt,  recording  in  his  travels  about  the  Theban 
necropolis  bits  that  he  liked,  or  making  record  of  a  sudden 
inspiration  or  whimsical  idea  on  the  convenient  limestone  flake  in 
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lieu  of  a  note-book.  Mr.  Davies  regards  a  large  number  of 
drawings  as  conceived  in  a  spirit  of  satire  in  which  the  uninnuen 
found  outlet  for  their  scorn  of  the  weaknesses  and  foibles  of  ki 
and  officials. 

The  drawings  naturally  vary  in  artistic  merit.  Profe: 
Schafer  emphasizes  the  high  general  average  of  ability  to  which  t 
give  evidence.  Mr.  Davies,  granting  this,  believes  further  t 
some  drawings  have  come  down  to  us  worthy  of,  and  proba 
actually  the  work  of,  the  foremost  artists  of  the  day.  As  the  li 
stone  flake  was  generally  uneven  of  surface  and  porous,  absorb 
the  ink  quickly,  the  bold,  heavy  brush  line  and  quick  execut 
evident  in  the  Abbott  sketch  are  frequently  paralleled  in  the  ot 
drawings;  the  draughtsmen  showed  a  remarkable  virtuosity  in 
use  of  the  difficult  medium,  however,  and  delicate  lines,  too, 
seen  on  many  pieces. 

The  general  facts  about  the  other  class  of  Egyptian  mate 
with  which  we  are  concerned,  the  satirical  papyri,  may  now  be  gi 
before  we  look  more  closely  at  the  Abbott  sketch  itself.  Tr 
papyri  are  three  in  number,  two  of  them  at  least  mere  fragmei 
and  are  preserved  respectively  in  the  British  Museum,  the  Ti 
Museum,  and  the  Cairo  Museum.5  So  far  as  known  no  text 
survived  with  any  one  of  them.  The  scenes  pictured  are  all  fr 
the  world  of  fable;  animals  and  birds  are  humorously  displa; 
carrying  on  the  activities  of  men,  a  lion  and  a  gazelle  are  enga, 
at  chess,  or  a  quartette  of  musicians,  playing  and  singing  with  ab 
don,  is  composed  of  an  ass  as  harpist,  a  lion  playing  the  lyre 
crocodile  the  lute,  and  a  monkey  the  double  flute!  Maspero,  w 
genial  imagination,  reconstructed  for  us  briefly  the  lost  content 
the  fables.6  It  would  seem  that  he  could  not  have  been  far  wr< 
when  he  suggested  that  the  wolf  shepherding  a  flock  of  goats  of 
London  papyrus  would  later  fall  upon  the  flock!  Yet  we  must  : 
lose  sight  of  the  fact  that  no  Egyptian  fable  with  animals  as 
characters  has  survived  in  literary  form,  except  those  of  a  collect 
contained  in  a  demotic  papyrus — the  fable  of  the  lion  and 
mouse  and  others — so  late  in  date  that  it  is  impossible 
say  whether  the  fables   are   an   inheritance   from  older  Egypt 

5  The  Turin  and  London  papyri  were  made  known  in  1842  in  Lepsius'  Auswahl^ 
wichtigsten  Urkunden,  PI.  xxiii  and  have  been  often  repeated  in  part  in  later  publicati 
The  Cairo  Fragment,  found  much  later,  is  well  reproduced  in  the  Zeitschrijt  filr  die  aegypti 
Sprache,  Vol.  35  (1897),  PI.  I. 

6  Struggle  of  the  Nations,  pp.  500  and  501. 
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literature  or  are  borrowed  from  the  Greeks.  Of  accepted  Egyptian 
origin  is  the  fable  of  the  "Members  and  the  Stomach"  in  which 
"the  members  of  the  body  were  supposed  to  have  combined  against 
the  head  and  disputed  its  supremacy  before  a  jury."7 

We  have  now  to  trace  the  course  of  comment  on  the  Abbott 
sketch.  It  was  in  Dr.  Abbott's  possession  before  the  writing  of  the 
first  catalogue  signed  "Joseph  Bonomi,  Cairo,  1843."  Bonomi 
called  it  a  "caricature,  very  much  in  the  style  of  a  papyrus  in  the 
British  Museum;  probably  by  the  same  artist;"  unfortunately  this 
intelligent  observation  was  forgotten  for  about  seventy-five  years. 
Prisse  d'Avennes,  in  1846,  in  the  article  referred  to  in  the  first 
paragraph  of  this  paper,  like  Bonomi,  avoided  naming  the  animals 
and  wrote  only  in  appreciative  terms  of  the  charm  and  cleverness 
of  the  little  drawing.  In  1852,  the  sketch  came,  with  the  other 
Abbott  treasures,  to  New  York,  and  then  ensued  an  isolated  and 
long-since  forgotten  chapter  in  the  history  of  Museum  work  in  this 
country.  One  has  only  to  read  the  newspapers  of  the  day  and  study 
the  early  editions  of  the  catalogue  produced  in  New  York  to  sym- 
pathize with  the  struggles  of  Dr.  Abbott,  bent  on  seeing  his  collec- 
tion lodged  eventually  in  a  public  institution  and  laboring  with 
such  handicaps  to  reach  an  uninterested  public.  The  efFort  to  open 
the  museum  in  Stuyvesant  Institute  during  the  Christmas  holidays 
of  1852  had  to  be  abandoned  for  an  early  date  in  January-  The  first 
New  York  catalogue  appeared  with  the  figures  on  all  the  plates 
reversed,  but  before  the  end  of  1853  was  replaced  with  another 
edition,  in  which  many  of  the  illustrations,  including  the  cut  of  our 
sketch,  were  taken  from  Prisse  d'  Avennes'  article  of  1846.  It  was 
under  these  conditions  of  would-be  popularity  that  Dr.  Abbott,  or 
someone  for  him,  with  right  instinct,  set  aside  Bonomi's  sober  state- 
ment for  the  following  description:  "a  caricature — representing  a 
Lion  seated  upon  a  throne  as  a  king  and  a  fox,  as  high-priest,  mak- 
ing an  offering  of  a  plucked  goose  and  a  feather  fan."  The  animals 
were  for  the  first  time  named,  and  we  must  believe  that  poor  light 
and  haste  had  a  part  in  these  identifications.  Yet  Professor  Felton 
in  a  paper  read  March  10th,  1857,  before  the  American  Academy  of 
Sciences  spoke  thus:  "Of  the  minor  curiosities  of  the  Museum,  one 
of  the  most  interesting  is  a  rude,  but  spirited,  drawing  representing 
a  fox  presenting  to  the  lion,  as  king  of  the  beasts,  a  plucked  goose. 
It  is  a  singular  indication  of  the  satirical  turn  of  the  old  Egyptians 

7  See  further,  Maspero,  op.  cit.,  p.  499. 
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and  shows  that  the  story  of  Reynard's  tricks  is  not  wholly  a  modern 
invention."  The  next  comment  of  interest  was  printed  in  1879  in 
the  text  (p.  143)  of  Prisse  d'Avennes'  Histoire  de  I' Art,  prepared 
in  Paris  after  his  death  from  his  papers.  The  animals  are  there  a  cat 
and  a  lioness,  the  one  a  "craintive"  subject,  the  other  a  "farouche 
souveraine"  and  the  whole  a  "critique  sanglante  du  despotisme." 
And  lastly,  I  quote  Maspero's  description  of  1887,  as  translated  by 
Amelia  B.  Edwards:8  "An  ostracon  in  the  New  York  Museum 
depicts  a  cat  of  rank,  en  grande  toilette,  seated  in  an  easy  chair  and 
a  miserable  Tom,  with  piteous  mien  and  tail  between  his  legs,  serv- 
ing her  with  refreshments."  Professor  Schafer  and  Mr.  Davies, 
following  Maspero,  see  in  both  animals  cats. 

The  identity  of  the  animal  at  the  left  as  a  cat  needs  no  argument; 
but  of  the  seated  lady  I  hold  quite  a  different  view.  A  part  of  the 
difficulty  of  early  observers  lay  in  the  difference  of  size  between  the 
two  figures.  It  is  a  common  convention  of  ancient  art,  for  the  sake 
of  securing  a  good  composition,  to  bring  the  heads  of  seated  and 
standing  figures  in  a  line,  regardless  of  their  relative  size;  here  the 
convention  served,  in  accordance  with  the  traditions  of  Egyptian 
art,  to  magnify  the  importance  of  the  principal  personage,  by  draw- 
ing her  to  a  larger  scale.  Thus  more  easily  the  right-hand  figure  was 
regarded  as  a  lion,  then  as  a  lioness,  while  the  somewhat  feline  upper 
outline  of  the  brow  and  nose  helped  on  this  view  and  the  later  one 
that  a  female  cat  was  represented.  But  look  at  the  ears,  the  tail,  the 
claws,  the  smooth  coat  suggested  by  short  brush  strokes  running 
lengthwise,  and  if  these  are  not  sufficiently  rat-like,  and  in  contrast 
to  the  well-defined  characteristics  of  the  Tom,  let  us  consider  the 
analogies  in  the  satirical  papyri. 

In  the  papyri  the  main  witticism  of  the  several  scenes  is  to  bring 
into  association  animals  which  are  natural  enemies  and  to  give  the 
upper  hand  often  to  the  animal  which  in  life  ordinarily  has  the 
worst  of  it.  There  is  not  one  instance  in  the  satirical  papyri  of 
action  solely  between  cats,  but  there  are  a  goodly  number  of  scenes 
between  cats  and  mice  or  rats.  In  the  Turin  papyrus  a  cat  and  a 
mouse  fight  a  duel  in  which  each  is  armed  with  two  sticks;  beyond, 
is  an  elaborate  composition:  a  rat  or  a  mouse  rides  like  a  pharaoh 
in  a  war-chariot  and  draws  his  bow  against  a  fortress  manned  by 
weaponless  cats,  while,  all  about,  the  fight  is  active  between  his 
infantry  of  mice  with  bows  and  spears  and  the  poor  cats.    But  these 

8  Egyptian  Archeology,  p.  167. 
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papyri  present  two  analogies  which  extend  also  to  the  theme.  In 
the  London  papyrus  a  rat  is  seated  on  a  chair  of  the  type  of  the  one 
published  in  the  last  number  of  the  Quarterly  Bulletin;  in  one  hand 
she  holds  a  flower  as  here;  before  her,  on  a  table,  are  articles  of  food 
and  a  cat  faces  her,  offering  a  branch;  the  fan  in  this  instance  is 
held  by  an  attendant  rat  standing  behind  her  chair.  Still  another 
rat  seated  in  state,  is  pictured  in  the  Cairo  papyrus;  her  feet  rest 
on  a  footstool,  she  is  dressed  in  the  diaphanous  garments  of  Egyptian 
ladies  of  the  Empire  and  holds  a  drinking  cup,  as  does  the  rat  of  the 
Abbott  sketch;  one  cat  is  adjusting,  with  comical  effect,  a  huge 
wig  over  her  ears,  another,  in  front  of  her,  holds  out  something  which 
is  lost  in  a  break  in  the  papyrus;  behind,  a  third  cat,  this  one  a  nurse, 
is  bringing  in  the  baby  rat,  and  still  another  comes  on  with  a  fan 
and  some  other  comfort  for  her  ratship.  In  the  enumeration  of 
related  material  it  is  important  to  mention,  too,  a  drawing  in  Berlin, 
No.  41,  of  Professor  Schafer's  list,  in  which  a  rat,  riding  in  a  war- 
chariot  has  turned  about  to  receive  the  submission  (?)  of  a  cat 
whose  muzzle  and  fore-paws  only  are  seen;  the  action  is  a  little 
uncertain,  but  the  supremacy  of  the  rat  is  beyond  question. 

Both  in  the  Berlin  drawing  and  the  scene  in  the  London  papyrus, 
the  fore-part  of  the  rat's  head  is,  as  here,  surprisingly  short,  although 
its  upper  outline  is  more  like  that  of  a  rat  than  in  the  Abbott  sketch. 
This  shortness  of  head  is  perhaps  to  be  explained  as  a  peculiarity 
of  the  variety  Alexandrinus  of  Mus  rattus,  L. 9  The  shortening  of  the 
tail  in  all  these  sketches  is  accounted  for  by  artistic  convenience. 
The  liberty  taken  in  our  piece  in  drawing  the  rat's  head  may  be 
inadvertent;  such  occasional  irregularities  are  not  surprising;  one 
of  the  papyri,  for  instance,  exhibits  a  rabbit  with  a  cat-like  tail! 
But  marked  misdrawing  of  the  animals  is  not  characteristic  of  these 
sketches.  In  older  and  later  literature  they  are  often  called  "carica- 
tures"; so  far  as  the  term  is  applicable,  the  distortion  and  exaggera- 
tion are  in  the  parody  of  human  activities,  not  to  any  large  extent 
in  burlesquing  the  animals'  bodies. 

We  have  seen  that  the  sketches  on  limestone  from  Thebes  in- 
clude a  wide  variety  of  subjects.  The  Berlin  sketch  of  the  char- 
ioteer-rat with  cat  and  the  Abbott  sketch  are  the  only  two  which 
show  human-like  action  between  animals,  although  a  few  other 
drawings  of  single  animals  may  be  excerpts  from  such  scenes.  But 
the  two  are  enough  to  make  evident  that  among  the  draughtsmen 

9  Lortet  et  Guillard,  La  faune  momifiee  de  V ancle nne  Egypte,  Lyon,  1905,  p.  39. 
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at  Thebes  there  were  tales  current  about  animals.  We  might  think 
it  uncertain  whether  the  tales  ever  were  committed  to  writing  but 
for  the  existence  of  the  drawings  on  papyrus  which  rather  presup- 
poses an  accompanying  text  for  one  or  two  of  the  papyri  at  least. 
Bonomi's  theory  that  the  Abbott  sketch  and  the  London  satirical 
papyrus  were  by  the  same  hand  is  hardly  borne  out  by  their  respec- 
tive styles  of  drawing.  But  I  should  like  to  believe  that  the  seated 
rat  and  her  attendant  cat  or  cats  in  the  London  and  Cairo  papyri 
and  our  sketch  are  three  different  illustrators'  ideas  for  the  same 
tale.  If  this  be  right,  our  artist  was  by  far  the  most  forceful  of 
the  three.  There  is  a  dramatic  quality  in  the  rat's  evil  expression 
and  the  Tom's  evident  agony  which  is  absent  from  the  papyri; 
there  the  animals  are  merely  amusing  and  the  spirit  gay.  The  fable, 
could  not  have  been  directly  concerned  with  kings  or  with  despotism 
in  a  political  sense,  for  the  insignia  of  royalty  are  quite  lacking  in  the 
three  pictures;  thus  in  our  sketch  the  rat  sits  on  a  folding  stool  with 
a  skin  thrown  over  it  of  which  the  bushy  tail  hangs  over  the  side; 
the  apparent  straight  front  leg  is  the  line  of  the  skirt  carried  down  to 
the  base  line,  another  small  inadvertence  in  the  drawing.  The 
interesting  question  is  whether  the  tale  was  only  a  primitive  beast- 
fable,  current  among  the  folk  and  recounted  merely  for  its  own  in- 
terest, or,  as  many  will  have  it  with  respect  to  all  such  drawings, 
held,  veiled  in  the  story  of  animal  adventure,  a  satire  on  some 
phase  of  Egyptian  life.  We  may  be  confident  there  was  no  moral 
expressed,  such  as  terminate  later  fables,  but  each  hearer  was 
left  to  make  the  application  for  himself. 

The  relative  dates  of  the  extant  papyri  and  the  drawings  need 
not  detain  us  here;  tales,  once  invented,  live  on,  and  receive  pictorial 
illustration  by  successive  generations.  The  limestone  flakes  are 
now  believed  to  begin  in  the  latter  part  of  the  Eighteenth  Dynasty 
and  to  last  to  the  Twentieth-Eirst.  The  note  "about  1350 
B.  C."  on  the  post-cards,  bringing  our  piece  well  toward  the  begin- 
ning of  the  series,  was  made  chiefly  under  the  spell  of  Mr.  Davies' 
alluring  idea,  which  tentatively  connected  the  Abbott  sketch  with 
others  in  Berlin  as  possibly  "gently  ridiculing  the  uxorious  king 
Akhenaton."  But  even  though  I  must  desert  this  interpretation, 
so  far  as  our  piece  is  concerned,  the  form  of  the  long  projecting  skirt 
remains  in  favor  of  a  relatively  early  date.  Further  study  may  lead 
to  a  more  certain  conclusion. 

In   closing,   an   account   of  the   published   illustrations  of  this 
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sketch,  so  far  as  they  are  at  present  accessible  to  me  may  interest 
some  readers.  The  cut  in  Prisse  d'Avennes'  article  of  1846,  to 
which  I  have  referred  a  number  of  times,  presumably  was  made  after 
his  own  drawing  of  the  original  sketch,  then  still  in  the  Abbott 
home  at  Cairo;  the  cut  was  reproduced  in  all  the  editions  of  the 
New  York  catalogue  from  the  latter  part  of  1853  on.  In  1879  in 
Paris,  in  the  text  of  Prisse  d'Avennes'  Histoire  de  I' Art,  appeared, 
on  page  144,  a  new  and  larger  woodcut,  probably,  since  the  Egyptian 
original  was  then  in  the  United  States,  after  Prisse  d'Avennes' 
early  drawing,  which  we  may  suppose  was  still  in  existence  among 
his  papers.  It  is  entertaining  to  trace  in  both  these  versions  of  Prisse's 
drawing  the  unconscious  modernization  of  the  Egyptian  work.  The 
cat's  feet  are  finished  to  the  base  line,  the  tail  is  made  definitely  to 
pass  between  the  legs,  an  inner  mark  is  added  to  the  cat's  right  ear, 
the  lotus  flower,  which  the  rat,  like  Egyptian  ladies  of  fashion  at  a 
banquet,  wears  nodding  above  her  forehead  is  given  a  stem  and  inner 
details;  the  last  in  the  earlier  cut  are  like  the  sepals  of  the  lotus 
reaching  as  high  as  the  petals;  in  the  Paris  woodcut  the  inner 
details  look  like  the  bracts  of  a  papyrus  umbel.  The  Paris  version 
is  probably  truer  to  Prisse's  drawing,  for  the  remarkably  forlorn  and 
anxious  expression  of  the  cat's  face,  wriich  is  the  great  triumph  of 
the  Egyptian  sketch,  is  not  so  lost  as  in  the  earlier  cut  and  the 
quality  of  the  line  is  nearer  to  that  of  the  original.  In  1887  a  drawing 
signed  by  Faucher  Gudin,  who  worked  much  for  Maspero,  was 
reproduced  as  a  small  zinc  etching  in  Maspero's  Archeology;  Gudin's 
drawing  must  have  been  made  either  from  Prisse's  original  drawing, 
if  then  available,  or  from  the  woodcut  of  1879.  We  may  remark, 
in  passing,  that  in  the  Archeology,  even  down  to  the  English  edition 
of  1914,  the  sketch  is  not  labeled  as  belonging  to  the  Abbott  collec- 
tion, nor  as  in  the  New  York  Historical  Society's  collections,  but 
bears  the  legend:  "Comic  Sketch  on  Ostracon  in  the  New  York 
Museum,"  today  an  inadequate  designation.10  European  scholars 
have  been  at  a  disadvantage  in  judging  the  sketch  from  the  line 
representations  listed  above  and  the  present  half-tone,  we  may  be 
confident,  will  be  welcomed.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  our  exhaustive 
scientific  catalogue  this  by-product  of  Egyptian  art  may  be  repro- 
duced by  a  photographic  process  fully  worthy  of  its  unusual  charac- 
ter. Caroline  Ransom  Willtams. 

10  Maspero  in  Struggles  of  the  Nations,  1897,  p.  500,  note  1  referred  to  the  sketch  as  "in 
the  former  Abbott  collection  now  at  New  York." 
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CHILDREN'S  TOYS  FOUND  IN  REVOLUTIONARY 
CAMPS 

While  engaged  in  the  work  of  excavating  the  dugout  huts  o 
the  British  soldiery,  or  while  plying  the  spade  and  sieve  in  th 
Camp  refuse  pits  of  the  British  Army,  some  remarkable  Revolu 
tionary  relics  have  been  brought  to  light  by  the  Field  Exploratioi 
Committee.  The  purely  Military  Objects  relating  to  our  War  o 
Independence  have  an  interest  all  their  own,  but  a  certain  littl 
accumulation  of  non-military  mementoes  from  the  old  Camp 
shed  a  new  light  on  Camp  life  as  it  existed  one  hundred  and  fort 
years  ago  in  what  is  now  known  as  " Greater  New  York." 

While  scouting  around  the  British  Camp  at  204th  Street,  wes 
of  Broadway,  about  twenty-five  years  ago  the  writer  came  upon 
small  pewter  plate,  and  the  impression  was  strong  in  the  finder' 
mind  that  the  object  was  of  Revolutionary  date,  but  he  had  t 
wait  a  score  of  years  for  a  verification  of  his  theory  when  a  simila 
plate  came  out  of  one  of  the  military  huts  in  the  course  of  th 
excavation  of  the  same  camp. 

Frequently  when  we  reached  for  a  bullet  in  the  sieve  it  turne 
out  to  be  a  child's  marble.  Bits  of  school  slates,  and  slate  pencil; 
fragments  of  a  porcelain  doll,  and  an  earthenware  woolly  lamb  cor 
vinced  the  diggers  at  last  that  others  than  grown-ups  had  occupie 
the  camps,  and  that  little  children  amid  the  hubbub  of  militar 
life  about  them  practiced  the  pastimes  of  their  kind. 

Historical  proofs  of  the  children's  and  their  mother's  presenc 
with  the  army  will  be  furnished  a  little  later  on,  but  here  let  it  b 
known  that  once  the  toy  collection  got  fairly  started,  it,  like  othe 
collections,  grew  apace. 

A  tiny  silver  thimble  inscribed  "B.  A."  came  out  of  one  of  th 
dugout  huts  at  Prescott  Avenue  at  Inwood.  From  another  hut 
few  yards  away  came  the  arm  of  a  doll;  these  speak  of  the  dome; 
tic  instincts  of  a  little  damsel  whose  fate  it  probably  was  to  marr 
a  soldier,  or  to  preside  at  a  tap-house  bar.  The  little  lad  who  plie 
the  marbles  probably  sped  leaden  spheres  to  their  mark  in  late 
days,  and  his  highest  ambition  probably  was  to  become  a  sergeam 

To  piece  out  the  domestic  outfit  of  our  little  "B.  A."  (was  i 
Betsy  Atkins?)  we  have  now  another  pewter  plate,  two  round  pev* 
ter  platters,  and  a  long  pewter  platter,  upon  which  is  embossed 
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CHILD'S  BUZZER 

Made  from  worn  out  coin  of  William  III 

Found  in  British  camp  at  Richmond,  Staten  Island 


CHILD'S  BUZZER  AND  CHILD'S  PEWTER  BROOM 

Found  in  Refuse  Dump  of  Colonial  House  on  Tippert's  Hill,  Spuyten  Duyvil, 

New  York  City 

CHILD'S  SILVER  THIMBLE 
Found  in  Soldiers'  Dugout  Hut,  British  Camp,  Prescott  Ave.,  New  York  City 
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little  roast  pig.  We  have  the  tiny  pewter  coffee  pot,  and  the  minis 
ture  cup  in  which  the  make-believe  fragrant  draught  was  prepare 
and  served;  and  we  have  also  the  little  pewter  broom  with  whic 
the  crumbs  from  the  feast  were  swept  away. 

Conspicuous  amongst  the  objects  relating  to  the  juvenile  popi 
lation  of  the  camps  are  the  twine-driven  "buzzers,"  made  of  lea 
—probably  from  a  flattened  bullet.  Several  of  these  buzzers — thi 
leaden  discs  with  serrated  edges,  and  having  two  perforations  nea 
their    centres,    have    been    found    within    the    Manhattan    Islan 


PEWTER  PLATTER,  CUP  AND  SAUCERS 
Found  in  British  Camps,  Manhattan  Island 


Camps.  Another  one — an  oddity  in  its  way,  was  recently  foun 
on  a  Revolutionary  site  on  Tippet's  Hill  at  Spuyten  Duyvil.  Th 
specimen  has  the  usual  sawtooth  edge,  but  the  teeth  are  bent  ou 
ward  right  and  left  alternately,  after  the  manner  of  a  circular  sa\> 
to  augment  the  "buzz."  A  "buzzer"  from  a  British  Camp  nei 
Richmond,  Staten  Island,  has  the  serrated  edge,  and  was  made  froi 
a  worn-out  halfpenny  of  William  III. 

There  is  a  keen  human  interest  today  in  contemplating  the! 
little  playthings  which  have  traversed  the  centuries.     There  is 
pathos  in  it  that  the  little  hands  that  plied  them  are  long  sin< 
dust.     Gruff  soldiers  or  camp  followers  though  the  donors  wer 
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they  were  also  perhaps  as  kind  fathers  or  loving  mothers  as  were 
to  be  found  in  other  walks  of  life. 

It  is  noted  in  the  Historical  Records  of  the  40th  British  Regi- 
ment that  when  that  corps  took  final  leave  of  these  shores  in  Novem- 
ber, 1783,  there  were  thirty-one  women  and  twenty  children  with 
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PEWTER  PLATES 

Found  in  British  Camps,  Greater  New  York 


TOY-PEWTER  COFFEE  POT 
Found  in  dump  at  rear  of  the  Dyckman  House,  New  York  City 


the  regiment.  The  number  of  women  and  children  living  with 
the  British  and  foreign  regiments  at  New  York  and  the  Out- 
posts on  August  20,  1781,  were  3,615  women  and  4,127  children. 
These  statistics  point  to  a  humane  side  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
about  which  little  is  known.  W.  L.  Calver, 

Chairman  of  the  Field  Exploration  Committee. 
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AGREEMENT  FOR  OPENING  FULTON  STREET 

Memorandum  That  it  is  Agreed  this  26th  February  Anno-Dom 
1750  Between  the  Rector  &  Inhabitants  of  the  City  of  New  York 
in  Communion  of  the  Church  of  England  as  by  Law  Established  of 
the  One  Part  And  Dirck  Dey  of  the  said  City  of  New  York  on  the 
other  part  as  followeth  WHEREAS  the  Said  Dirck  Dey  hath  left 
fifteen  foot  of  Ground  in  breadth  from  the  Broadway  to  the  North 
River  on  the  North  Side  of  his  Ground  Adjoyning  to  the  Churches 
Farm  towards  the  making  a  Street  there,  But  it  being  Consider'd 
That  the  Said  Fifteen  foot  of  Ground  will  not  be  Sufficient  for  half 
a  Street  It  is  Therefore  Agreed  Between  the  Said  Parties  That  the 
Said  Rector  &  Inhabitants  Shall  leave  out  of  their  Farm  Twenty 
five  feet  of  Ground  in  breadth  from  the  said  Broadway  to  the 
North  River  Adjoining  the  Said  fifteen  foot  of  Ground  So  left  by 
the  Said  Dirck  Dey  So  as  to  leave  a  Street  there  of  Forty  foot 
wide  And  the  Said  Dirck  Dey  in  Consideration  thereof  Doth  Cove- 
nant and  Agree  with  the  Said  Rector  &  Inhabitants  to  pay  to 
them  or  their  Successors  the  Sum  of  Sixty  Pounds  Current  Money 
of  New  York  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  May  next  As  Witness 
our  hands  the  day  and  Year  above  written 

Jos.  Robinson 
Jos:  Murray 
Witness  hereof  Jn°  Chambers 

Fran8.  Maerschalck  Richd:  Nicholls 

Charles  Crooke 
Tho.  Duncan 
Deyrck  Dey 

Endorsed 

26th  Feby.  1756 

Original  Agreement  between  the  Church  Wardens  &  Vestrymen  of 

Trinity  Church  &  Deyrck  Dey  for  opening  Partition  Street  [now 

Fulton  Street.] 
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THE   LAFAYETTE    PUNCH    BOWL,    1824. 

This  Punch  Bowl  was  made  in  England  for  the  Dinner  given 
at  Castle  Garden  on  August  16,  1824,  commemorating  the  landing 
of  General  Marquis  De  Lafayette  in  New  York  City.  The  views 
on  the  punch  bowl  illustrate  the  scene  of  General  Lafayette's  landing. 

The  bowl  which  is  made  of  white  china  and  can  be  separated  from 
its  base  is  22^  inches  in  height,  31^  inches  in  diameter  and  has  a 
circumference  of  101^  inches.     It  is  on  exhibition  in  the  New  York 


Room  and  was  presented  to  the  Society  in  1910  by  Miss  Rosalie  M. 
Heiser  and  Mr.  John  Jay  Heiser  whose  great  uncle,  Christopher 
Heiser,  bought  the  interest  of  one  of  the  lessees  of  Castle  Garden, 
Messrs.  French  and  French.  The  partnership  of  Christopher 
Heiser  and  Captain  Philip  Francis  French  was  formed  in  1843  and 
continued  until  1852  when  the  lease  for  Castle  Garden  expired. 
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REVOLUTIONARY  OFFICERS  IN  THE  NEW  YORK 
STATE  LINE 

The  following  list  of  Revolutionary  Officers,  New  York  State 
Line,  was  compiled  for  the  Society  of  the  Cincinnati  in  the  State  of 
New  York  as  a  list  of  Revolutionary  Officers  whose  descendants 
would  be  elegible  for  membership  in  that  Society,  and  from  whom 
no  descendant  has  claimed  the  right.  It  is  believed  that  among  the 
members  of  this  Society  descendants  of  these  men  may  be  found 
who  desire  to  submit  their  claims. 


Adams,  Surg.  William 

Allen,  Lieut.  Stephen 

Ailing,  Lieut.  Stephen 

Archbald,  Lieut.  Edward 

Arendt,  Col.  Henry  Leonard  Philip,  Baron  de 

Ashton,  Sergt.  John 

Banks,  Commissary  John 
Barber,  Col.  William 
Barclay,  Col.  Hugh 
Barr,  Lieut.  John 
Barrett,  Lieut.  James 
Bateman,  Adj.  John 
Beardsley,  Surg.  Mate  Gershom 
Belknap,  Capt.  John 
Benson,  Lt.  Col.  Robert 
Betts,  Lieut.  James 
Bevier,  Capt.  Philip  Du  Bois 
Birdsall,  Lieut.  Daniel 
Blackley,  Lieut.  John 
Bogardus,  Lieut.  Benjamin 
Bogart,  Surg.  Mate  Nicholas  N. 
Bowen,  Capt.  Prentice 
Brindley,  Lieut.  Francis 
Brown,  Lieut.  John 
Bull,  Capt.  William 
Burnett,  Maj.  Robert 
Burnside,  Lieut.  John 

Campbell,  Col.  Donald 
Campbell,  Surg.  Jabez 
Carlevan,  Lieut.  Andrew 
Cebra,  Lieut.  William 
Cheeseman,  Capt.  Jacob 
Concklin,  Lieut.  Silvanus 
Conine,  Capt.-Lieut.  Philip 
Conyngham,  Surg.  Mate  Cornelius 
Cook,  Ensign  Ezekiel 
Cooke,  Surg.  Samuel 
Copp,  Capt.  John 
Cronin,  Capt.  Patrick 
Cutting,  Apothecary  John  Brown 
Cuyler,  Deputy  Commissary  Jacob 


Davis,  Maj.  John 
De  Peyster,  Ensign  W.  W. 
De  Witt,  Maj.  Thomas 
Diefendorf,  Capt.  Henry 
Dodge,  Capt.-Lieut.  Henry 
Drake,  Capt.  Joshua 
Du  Bois,  Col.  Lewis 
Dusenbury,  Maj.  John 

Elsworth,  Capt.  Peter 
English,  Lieut.  Samuel 
Evans,  Chaplain  Israel 

Finck,  Maj.  Andrew 
Fisk,  Lieut.  Isaac 
French,  Capt.  Abner 

Garnett,  Surg.  Mate  William 
Gates,  Ensign  John 
Gildersleeve,  Lieut.  Finch 
Glenny,  Lieut.  William 
Godwin,  Capt.  Henry 
Griffing,  Ensign  Stephen 

Hanson,  Capt.  Dirck 
Hardenbergh,  Capt.  John  L. 
Haviland,  Surg.  Ebenezer 
Hicks,  Capt.  Benjamin 
Hoogland,  Capt.  Jeronimus 
Hughes,  Commissary  Hugh 
Hughes,  Capt.  Timothy 
Hunt,  Quarter-Master  David 

Jackson,  Lieut.  Patten 
Johnson,  Capt.  John 
Johnson,  Capt.  William 

Keyser,  Lieut.  John,  Jr. 
Kirkland,  Chaplain  Samuel 

Lawrence,  Lieut.  Oliver 
Livingston,  Capt.  Abraham 
Livingston,  Capt.  Gilbert  James 
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Livingston,  Col.  James 
Livingston,  Lieut.  Robert  H. 
Loisiau,  Capt.  Augustin 

McArthur,  Lieut.  Alexander 

McClaughry,  Lieut.  John 

McCracken,  Lieut.-Col.  Joseph 

McCrea,  Surg.  Stephen 

McCune,  Capt.  William 

McKean,  Capt.  Robert 

Mackinson,  Lieut.  James 

McNair,  Lieut.  James 

Mason,  Chaplain  John 

Maxwell,  Lieut.  Anthony 

Meade,  Surg.  William 

Miles,  Capt.-Lieut.  John 

Mills,  Capt.  Daniel 

Montgomery,  General  Richard 

Monty,  Lieut.  Francis 

Morris,  Major  Jacob 

Morris,  Lieut.-Col.  Lewis 

Mott,  Lieut.  Ebenezer 

Mott,  Capt.  Gershom 

Moulton,  Capt.  William 

Muller,  Capt.  Jeremiah  Christopher 

Munday,  Lieut.  William 

Neely,  Capt.  Abraham 
Nichols,  Lieut.  Isaac 
Nicholson,  Maj.  George  Chadine 
Nicholson,  Lieut.  Thomas 
Nottingham,  Capt.  William 

Oliver,  Lieut.  Richard 
Ostrander,  Lieut.  John 

Parsons,  Commissary  Eli 
Pawling,  Col.  Albert 
Peck,  Lieut.  Hiel 
Pendleton,  Lieut.  Solomon 
Post,  Captain  Anthony 
Post,  Commissary  John 
Provost,  Paymaster  Robert 

Reed,  Surg.  Thomas 

Riker,  Capt.  Abraham 

Robicheau  (also  Robicheux),  Capt.  James 

Rosekrans,  Maj.  James 

Rutan,  Lieut.  Peter 


Sackett,  Capt.  Samuel 

Salisbury,  Capt.-Lieut.  Barent  Staats 

Sanford,  Capt.  William 

Schuyler,  Surg.  Nicholas 

Schuyler,  Ensign  Richard 

Sherwood,  Capt.  Adiel 

Sherwood,  Lieut.  Isaac 

Smith,  Surg.  Isaac 

Spoor,  Ensign  John 

Staats,  Lieut.  Garret 

Stevenson,  Surg.  John 

Stockton,  Surg.  Benjamin  B. 

Swartout,  Lieut.  Henry 

Tappan,  Lieut.  Peter 

Tearse,  Maj.  Peter  B. 

Ten  Eyck,  Lieut.  Abraham 

Ten  Eyck,  Capt.-Lieut.  John  DeP. 

Thompson,  Capt.-Lieut.  Thomas 

Titus,  Capt.  Jonathan 

Treat,  Surg.  Malachi 

Treat,  Capt.-Lieut.  Samuel 

Tuthill,  Lieut.  Azariah 

Van  Benschoten,  Lieut.  Peter 

Van  Ingen,  Surg.  Dirck 

Van  Rensselaer,  Capt.  Peter 

Van  Valkenburgh,  Lieut.  Bartholomew  Jacob 

Van  Veghten,  Lieut.  Tobias 

Van  Wagenen,  Lieut.  Garret  H. 

Van  Woert,  Capt.  Isaac 

Van  Wyck,  Capt.  Abraham 

Vergereau,  Lieut.  Peter 

Visscher,  Lieut.-Col.  John 

Vosburgh,  Lieut.  Peter  Isaac 

Waring,  Capt.-Lieut.  Henry 
Welp,  Lieut.  Anthony 
Willard,  Surg.  Elias 
Williams,  Surg.  Bedford 
Williams,  Lieut.  Henry  Abraham 
Wilson,  Lieut.  Alexander 
Woodruff,  Surg.  Henloch 
Woodruff,  Surg.-Mate  Samuel 
Wool,  Capt.  Isaiah 
Woolsey,  Lieut.  Melancthon  Lloyd 
Wright,  Capt.  Robert 
Wynkoop,  Capt.  Jacobus 

Young,  Capt.  Guy 
Young,  Surg.  Joseph 
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EARLY  AMERICAN  PAINTERS 

Under  this  title  the  Society  has  just  issued  the  fourth  public 
tion  of  "The  John  Divine  Jones  Publication  Fund  Series."  Tl 
volume  is  the  result  of  a  Lecture  before  the  Society  by  Mr.  Jor 
Hill  Morgan  on  April  6th,  1920,  and  subsequent  study  of  the  Soc 
ety's  collection  of  American  portraits.  Beside  a  general  resume 
the  early  American  painters  in  the  Colonies,  Mr.  Morgan  has  co: 
tributed  attributions  to  a  number  of  the  Society's  early  portrait 
the  painters  of  which  have  been  hitherto  unknown. 

The  volume  is  handsomely  printed  and  contains  forty-four  illu 
trations.  The  Edition  is  limited  to  three  hundred  copies  and  w 
be  sold  at  cost,  £6.00. 

LECTURES 

The  schedule  for  coming  lectures  is  as  follows: 
January  4th      "The  Passing  of  the  Old  West"  by  Charles  Wellin 

ton  Furlong. 
February  1st     "American  Silversmiths  of  the  18th  and  19th  Ce 

turies"  by  Miss  C.  Louise  Avery. 
March  1st         "The  Old  and  the  New  in  Pueblo  Land"  by  Geor; 

H.  Pepper. 

NOTES 

In  co-operation  with  The  Sulgrave  Institution,  the  Society  h 
placed  on  exhibition  a  collection  of  its  early  printed  books  relatii 
to  New  England  and  Virginia  with  descriptive  notes.  In  this  e 
hibit  is  also  shown  a  piece  of  Plymouth  Rock  presented  to  the  Soc 
ety  in  1839  by  the  late  George  Gibbs,  a  Bible  and  two  dishes  sa 
to  have  been  brought  in  the  Mayflower,  a  letter  of  the  Rev.  Jol 
Eliot  and  his  Indian  Bible,  the  Boston  News  Letter  of  1704,  fir 
newspaper  printed  in  America,  four  New  England  lights  and 
spinning-wheel. 

Members  desiring  to  affiliate  themselves  with  the  Sulgrave  I 
stitution,  formed  to  care  for  and  perpetuate  the  ancestral  home 
George  Washington  in  England  and  to  maintain  the  principles  f 
which  Washington  stood,  may  become  members  by  addressing  T] 
Sulgrave  Institution,  Woolworth  Building,  N.  Y.  City. 

The  Library  is  indebted  to  Dr.  George  W.  Nash  for  presentii 
1,334  photographic  glass  negatives  of  historical  objects  and  plac 
in  New  York  State,  New  York  City,  New  Jersey,  Massachuseti 
Long  Island,  Kingston,  N.  Y.,  Hurley,  Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  Ulst 
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County,  N.  Y.,  Corton-on-the-Hudson,  Westchester  County, 
N.Y.,  Connecticut,  Delaware,  North  Carolina,  Valley  Forge,  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  Pennsylvania,  Rhode  Island,  Vermont,  and  Virginia. 

Dr.  Sydney  H.  Carney  presented  to  the  Library  eight  volumes, 
forty  pamphlets,  sixty-nine  numbers  of  newspapers,  and  twenty- 
six  circulars  relating  to  the  World  War,  collected  by  him  while 
overseas  with  the  American  Red  Cross. 

Mrs.  Charles  S.  Fairchild  presented  a  microscope,  once  the 
property  of  Col.  Benjamin  Walker  of  the  Continental  Army  and 
Aide  to  General  Washington. 

Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  presented  twenty-seven  volumes  relat- 
ing to  the  World  War  which  were  added  to  the  Collection  previ- 
ously donated  by  him;  also  eight  medals,  commemorating  the  visit 
of  the  French  and  British  War  Commission,  191 7,  completion  of 
the  Catskill  Aqueduct,  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  with  Hol- 
land, 1782,  and  the  Pilgrim  Tercentenary.  Thirty-three  manuscript 
letters  to  and  from  John  Rogers,  dated  1781-1831,  were  received 
as  a  gift  from  Mr.  Hoffman. 

The  Hon.  Edward  S.  Clinch  presented  fifty-nine  volumes,  fifty- 
three  pamphlets,  and  one  volume  of  newspapers  from  his  library, 
relating  to  American  History. 

Mr.  Augustus  G.  Heaton  presented  a  painting  "Cicero  receiving 
Virgil"  painted  by  himself. 

The  following  candidates  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: 

Life  Annual 

George  A.  Zabriskie  George  W.  Ochs  Oakes 

Major  W.  Van  R.  Whitall  Rudolf  Neuburger 

H.  Rutgers  Remsen  Coles  Max  J.  Wenk 

Dr.  George  W.  Nash  Mrs.  Charles  N.  Taintor 

James  B.  Wilbur 

Chauncey  D.  Stillman 

NECROLOGY 

Jacob  H.  Schiff,  a  life  member  since  1889,  died  September  25, 
1920,  in  the  74th  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs.  Robert  Abbe,  a  life  member  since  1897,  died  September 
25,  1920. 

Samuel  Putnam  Avery,  a  life  member  since  1903,  died  Septem- 
ber 25,  1920,  at  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  the  73rd  year  of  his  age. 

Charles  F.  Roberts,  M.D.,  a  life  member  since  1907,  died  Sep- 
tember 27,  1920,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs.  Gherardi  Davis,  a  life  member  since  1889,  died  October 
12,  1920. 
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NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 

By  William  Kelby,  Late  Librarian  of  the  Society 

X 

Proposals, 

To  publish  by  Subscription,  a  Portrait  of 

George  Washington, 

President  of  the  United  States: 

Also  a  Portrait  of 

Alexander  Hamilton, 

Late  Secretary  of  the  Treasury: 

Engraved  by  Robert  Field,  late  of  London,  from  the  origii 
painting  by  Walter  Robertson.  The  size,  including  an  emblemati< 
border,  to  be  n  by  15  inches;  the  price  to  subscribers  to  be  fi 
dollars  each  print;  one  half  to  be  paid  at  the  time  of  subscribing;  t 
remainder  on  delivery. 

Also, 

An  Equestrian  Portrait  of  the  President,  attended  by  Coloi 
Hamilton,  as  his  aid-de-camp,  painted  and  executed  by  the  sai 
artist:  The  size  of  the  plate  to  be  26  inches  by  twenty.  The  pri 
to  subscribers  to  be  ten  dollars;  one  half  to  be  paid  at  the  time 
subscribing,  the  remainder  at  the  time  of  delivery.  Subscriptio 
in  New- York  will  be  received  by  Mr.  Thomas  Barrow,  No.  \ 
William-street;  in  Philadelphia,  by  Robert  Field  and  John  Jarr 
Barrelet,  at  Mrs.  Clark's,  corner  of  Sixth-street  and  Minor-street. 

[€i 'American  Minerva,  and  the  New-York  {Evening)   Advertiser 

Thursday,  April  23,  179 

Proposals, 

By  Cornelius  and  Alexander  Tiebout, 

To  Publish  by  Subscription, 

Two   Portraits, 

George  Clinton  and  John  Jay. 

Engraved  by  Cornelius  Tiebout,  Citizen  of  New- York,  now 

resident  in  London. 

Taken  from  original  paintings  of  our  celebrated  countryme 
Gabriel  Stewart  and  the  late  Joseph  Wright. 
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The  size  of  each  Print  to  be  10  by  13  inches — printed  on  excellent 
paper,  price  one  dollar  and  an  half,  to  subscribers;  one  third  to  be 
paid  at  the  time  of  subscribing,  and  the  remainder  on  delivery  of  the 
prints. 

Those  who  wish,  may  subscribe  for  either  of  the  Portraits 
separate. 

Subscriptions  are  received  by  John  J.  Staples  and  Son,  Thomas 
Barrow,  James  Harrison,  and  Gardner  Baker,  at  the  Museum, 
New- York;  Thomas  Dobson  and  Mathew  Cary,  Philadelphia;  at 
each  place  a  specimen  of  the  work  may  be  seen,  and  by  the  principal 
booksellers  in  the  United  States. 

["  The  Argus ,  or  Greenleafs  New  Daily  Advertiser" 

Wednesday,   September   16,   1795.] 

Sales  by  Isaac  Moses  &  Sons. 
On  Tuesday  next,  at  Mr.  Gaultier's  Assembly  room  in  Wm.  Street, 
A  very  elegant  collection  of  Oil  Paintings  &  Prints,  just  arrived 
from  Italy. 

N.  B.     The  paintings  may  be  viewed  previous  to  the  sale. 
[" The  Daily  Advertiser,"  February  20,   1797.] 

Admittance  Two  Shillings 
New  Phenomenon  in  Greenwich  street, 

Panorama  to  be  seen  every  day,  from  10  to  one  o'clock,  A.  M. 
and  from  3  to  6  P.  M.  and  every  evening  from  early  candle  light 
until  10  o'clock,  for  4  weeks.  This  evening,  29th  inst.  it  will  be 
opened  for  the  first  evening,  and  on  every  succeeding  one.  It  is 
an  original  painting  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Charleston,  the  capital 
of  S.  Carolina,  with  James  and  Sullivan's  Islands,  &c.  This  Pano- 
rama is  the  first  that  has  ever  been  exhibited  by  artificial  light, 
and  by  it  great  improvement  is  made.  The  light  makes  it  a  great 
curiosity,  even  to  those  who  have  seen  it  by  day. 

The  method  of  lighting  the  Panorama  by  night  result  of  my 
own  experience,  after  upwards  of  3  months  close  application  to 
the  subject.  Those  who  have  tried  it  before,  have  relinquished  it 
as  an  hopeless  pursuit. — I  trust  that  the  visitors  will  be  amply 
gratified. 

In  the  Panorama  is  also  an  automaton  bird  cage  clock,  which 


112  T  H  E     N  E  W-Y  ORK     HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 

cost  500  dollars.  It  is  a  perfect  imitation  of  life,  by  a  preservec 
natural  bull  finch  and  canary  bird,  who  sing  six  tunes,  move  thei 
beak  with  every  note,  clap  their  wings,  shake  their  tails,  and  mov 
in  a  circular  form  like  living  birds;  and.  at  the  time  the  birds  ar 
singing,  a  fountain  or  cascade  of  apparently  falling  water  add 
great  beauty  to  the  sight. 

Also,   an   automaton  drummer,   being  a  beautiful  little  boy,   ; 
feet    in    height,    who    beats    a    drum    very    naturally,    changes 
marches,  and  moves  his  head  to  look  at  his  admirers. 

Also,  an  automaton  stone  cutter  and  blacksmith's  shop,  ii 
which  are  ten  workmen,  who  perform  imitative  of  life. 

Also,  an  original  portrait  of  the  late  celebrated  David  Retten 
house,  Esq.  the  great  philosopher  and  mechanic,  painted  bv  Mi 
C.  W.  Peale. 

A  sale  print  shop,  is  opened  in  one  of  the  rooms  of  the  Pano 
rama.  It  contains  a  large  collection  of  elegant  prints  in  frames 
also,  a  variety  not  framed,  with  some  fine  enamelled  paintings;  th 
original  portraits  of  Gen.  and  Mrs.  Washington,  painted  by  th 
late  Mr.  I.  Y\  right.  American  prints,  engraved  by  the  celebrate< 
Mr.  F.  Savage.  1st.  Liberty,  in  the  form  of  the  goddess  of  youth 
giving  support  to  the  bald  Eagle.  2  D.  Rittenhouse.  3.  Wno 
Smith  of  S.  Carolina.  It  is  presumed  that  the  print  of  liberty  i 
the  best  engraving  that  America  has  produced. 

A  transparent  lanthorn  will  be  suspended  over  the  door  of  th 
Panorama  every  evening,  it  will  be  opened  at  candle  lighting  an> 
shut  at  ten  o'clock. 

G.   Baker,  Proprietor. 

N.  B.      Several  warranted  electrical  machines,  with  insolatm 
stools,  and  complete  medical  apparatus,  for  sale  at  the  museum. 
["The  Minerva,  If  Mercantile  Evening  Advertiser" 

Monday,  May  29,  1797] 

C.    GUL  LAGER, 

Portrait  Is  Theatrical  Painter, 
Xo  58  Maiden  lane,  Xew  York, 
Executes 
Portraits,  from  whole  elngths  to  busts,  on  any  scale; 
Decorations  for  public  and  private  buildings; 
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GILBERT  C.  STUART 
By  Charles  Willson  and  Rembrandt  Peale 
Owned  by  the  Society 
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Frontispieces  or  Vionets,  for  publications  on  history,  allegory  c 
sentiment; 

Paintings  on  Silk,  for  military  standards,  or  other  ornamente 
purposes. 

N.  B.     He  requests  those  who  may  honour  him  with  their  pres 
ence,  to  call  at  his  room  from   10  to   12  A.   M.   and  from  3   to 
P.  M.     Should  his  talents  and  terms  meet  their  approbation,  h 
will  with  pleasure  and  punctually  attend  professional  orders. 

["The  Time  Piece"  Wednesday,  October  11,  1797.] 

An  Elegant  Collection  of 
Paintings, 

Just  imported  from  Europe;  among  which  are,  the  works  o 
some  of  the  most  celebrated  masters,  the  same  are  intended  fo 
private  sale — to  be  seen  at  the  Tontine  City  Tavern,  Broad-way 
where  catalogues  may  be  had  from  10  to  2  o'clock. 

{"Commercial  Advertiser"  Monday  Evening,  January  7,  1799.] 

I.  P.  Berson, 

Pourtrait  Painter  13  Drawing  Master, 

In  his  way  from  New- York  through  this  town,  takes  thi 
method  of  informing  the  ladies  and  gentlemen  of  Providence,  tha 
he  takes  the  most  exact  and  striking  likenesses,  and  intends  paint 
ing  some  pourtraits  in  this  town;  for  which  purpose  he  has  pro 
vided  genteel  and  convenient  rooms  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Martir 
Seamans,  main  street,  where  those  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  wist 
either  to  have  their  pourtraits  taken,  or  to  see  some  of  his  per- 
formances, will  be  pleased  to  call,  at  any  time  in  the  day. 

Those  gentlemen  and  ladies  who  have  a  natural  taste  for  draw- 
ing, who  should  wish  to  have  any  of  their  children  taught  in  thai 
fashionable  and  most  useful  branch  of  genteel  education,  so  care- 
fully attended  to  by  all  the  respectable  families  of  Europe,  may 
find  an  opportunity  of  having  them  taught  in  this  pleasing  art. 
the  subscriber  intending  to  give  instructions  to  a  few  private 
pupils  during  his  residence  in  this  town.  And  from  the  great 
practice  and  experience  he  has  had  in  that  line,  which  he  taught 
for  a  long  time  in  Europe,  and  for  several  late  years  in  the  first 
families  both  of  Philadelphia  and  New- York;  he  flatters  himself  by 
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his  short  method  of  explaining  the  rules  of  the  art,  to  enable  his 
pupils  in  a  very  little  time  to  design  with  accuracy  and  elegance, 
and  paint  in  water  colours  all  kinds  of  subjects,  useful  to  their 
various  occupations,  such  as  human  figures,  landscapes,  flowers, 
ornaments  for  embroidery  or  tambouring,  &c.  The  terms  of  tui- 
tion may  be  known  by  applying  to  him  at  Mr.  Seamans',  main- 
street. 

["  The  Providence  Journal  and  Town  and  Country  Advertiser" 

Wednesday,  February  6,  1799.J 

Aqua  Tinta. 

The  pleasing  style  of  working  in  Copper-plate,  tho  perhaps  as 
simple  and  easy,  and  certainly  more  expeditious  than  any  other, 
has  never,  we  believe,  been  introduced  into  this  country,  till  with- 
in a  short  time  past;  some  little  things  in  this  line,  have  lately  been 
produced  by  Mr.  Parkins,  a  very  ingenious  English  artist,  author 
of  the  elegant  "Monastic  Remains." 

Mr.  Savage  has  nearly  finished  two  large  plates  in  aqua  tinta, 
the  one  representing  the  chase  of  the  Insurgente  by  the  Constella- 
tion, and  the  other,  the  hard  fought  and  glorious  action  between 
those  two  frigates. 

We  believe  these  plates  are  the  first  in  that  style  ever  attempt- 
ed by  an  American  artist.  We  are  happy  to  say,  that  the  execu- 
tion of  them  is  worthy  of  a  subject  so  highly  flattering  to  the 
lational  pride  of  Americans. 

["  Commercial  Advertiser ,"  Friday  Evening,  May  17,  1799.] 

Portrait  Painting. 

In  consequence  of  having  resolved  to  stay  some  time  longer  in 
:his  city,  I  have  undertaken  to  paint  several  Portraits  in  oil,  which 
.  had  engaged  last  fall,  and  now  offer  my  services  to  the  public  in 
he  line  of  my  profession. 

Rembrandt  Peale. 

N.  B.  My  brother,  Raphaelle  Peale,  now  in  Philadelphia,  hav- 
ng  forwarded  a  Miniature  Portrait  as  a  specimen,  will  engage  to 
upply   20   subscribers   with   striking   likenesses   on   the   condition 

>f .    No  likeness,  no  pay. 

['Mercantile  Advertiser"  May  18,  1802.] 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


FIRST    CLASS — FOR    ONE    YEAR,    ENDING    I92I 

SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN 

ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 

FRANK  BRINL^f  PORTER 

SECOND     CLASS — FOR     TWO     YEARS,      ENDING 
1922 

JAMES  BENEDICT 
RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 
ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 


THIRD  CLASS — FOR  THREE  YEARS,  ENDING  I 

J.  ARCHIBALD  MURRAY 

B.  W.  B.  BROWN 
JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.D. 

FOURTH  CLASS — FOR  FOUR  YEARS,  ENDING  ] 

THOMAS  T.  SHERMAN 

HENRY  F.  DEPUY 

One  Vacancy 


SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN,  Chairman 
ROBERT  H.  KELBY,  Secretary 
[The   President,   Vice-Presidents,    Recording   Secretary,   Treasurer,   and    Librarian 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee.] 

STANDING  COMMITTEES 


COMMITTEE  ON  FINANCE 

JAMES  BENEDICT 

RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 

R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 

COMMITTEE  ON  LECTURES 

B.  W.  B.  BROWN 
THOMAS  T.  SHERMAN 
ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 

COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY 

ROBERT  H.  KELBY 

ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 

One  Vacancy 

COMMITTEE  ON  PUBLICATIONS 

ROBERT  H.  KELBY 

R.  HORACE  GALLATIN 

F.  ROBERT  SCHELL 
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COLONIAL  SILVER  IN  THE  COLLECTION  OF  THE 
NEW-YORK  HISTORICAL  SOCIETY. 

Fortunate,  indeed,  is  it  for  their  posterity  that  the  Colonial 
housewives  prided  themselves  upon  their  pewter  and  silver  plate 
which  they  burnished  and  set  in  glistening  array  upon  the  shelves 
of  cupboard  or  dresser.  Fortunate,  too,  that  while  much  of  the  baser 
metal  has  long  since  been  melted  down,  many  rare  old  silver  pieces 
have  been  preserved,  not  only  for  their  beauty  but  for  their  wealth 
of  associations,  and  now  are  the  cherished  possessions  of  descend- 
ants of  their  original  owners  or  have  been  given  to  those  public 
treasure-houses,  the  museums.  Such  a  hoard  of  ancestral  plate  has 
been  accumulated  at  The  New- York  Historical  Society,  largely 
through  the  generous  gifts  of  members  of  the  De  Peyster  and  the 
Schuyler  families.  These  fine  old  pieces  deserve  a  detailed  descrip- 
tion not  only  because  of  their  intrinsic  grace  but  also  because  they 
can  reveal  so  much  concerning  the  life  and  customs  in  the  Colonies 
and  in  England  and  Holland,  the  mother  countries  to  which  the 
early  settlers  were  so  closely  allied. 

Perhaps  the  rarest  and  most  charming  piece  in  the  whole  array 
is  the  bowl  illustrated  in  figure  I.1  Its  maker,  Benjamin  Wynkoop 
of  New  York,  was  of  Dutch  descent  and  very  naturally  followed 
Dutch  traditions  in  his  silverwork.  This  superb  example  of  his  skill 
follows  a  typical  Dutch  form,  bowls  of  this  style  being  very  popular 
in  Holland.  The  present  example  is  of  unusual  size  and  is  elaborate- 
ly decorated.  In  the  conventionalized  flower  sprays  reserved  in 
panels  round  its  sides  it  employs  a  characteristic  bit  of  Dutch  design 
and  recalls  the  formal  gardens  of  tulips  and  pinks  beloved  alike  in 
Holland  and  in  New  Amsterdam.  The  beautifully  modelled  handles 
are  cast  in  the  form  so  popular  with  seventeenth  century  European 
goldsmiths,  with  a  woman's  head  serving  to  accent  the  graceful 
curve  of  the  scroll  and  affording  a  convenient  support  or  thumb-rest. 
Two  similar  bowls  of  smaller  size  and  simpler  design  were  exhibited 
in  the  Metropolitan  Museum's  exhibition  of  silver  in  191 1.2  One  is 
still  on  view  at  that  Museum  as  a  loan  of  Miss  Margaret  Remsen. 

1  Height  of  bowl  4^4  inches,  diameter  8)4  inches. 
<  2  Exhibition  of  Silver  Used  in  New  York,  New  Jersey  and  the  South,  held  at  the  Metro- 
politan Museum  in  191 1:  cat.  no.  27  made  by  Jacob  Boelen;  cat.  no.  102  made  by  Simeon 
Soumaine.    Lent  by  Mrs.  Robert  Remsen. 
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In  his  use  of  Dutch  models  Wynkoop  well  represents  the  sirv 
smiths  of  New  Netherland.  Founded  by  Dutch  colonists,  the  n 
settlement  naturally  reflected  the  customs  of  Holland.  Long  af 
the  English  came  into  possession  of  the  colony  the  old  Dutch  tra 
tions  persisted.  Well  into  the  eighteenth  century  the  silver  made 
New  York  reflects  Dutch  design  and  maintains  the  simplicity  2 
massiveness  which  characterized  the  work  of  the  earliest  craftsmen 
New  Netherland.  The  present  bowl  affords  indubitable  proof  of  th 
technical  skill  and  of  their  sense  of  proportion  and  balance.  Ii 
piece  so  richly  wrought  one  naturally  expects  to  find  beauty  of  1 


Fig.  1— BOWL 
Benjamin  Wynkoop.    New  York;  working  1698-1740 


and  graceful  ornament  yet  in  many  pieces  which  are  utterly  devc 
of  decoration  the  charm  of  outline  is  no  less  compelling. 

Wynkoop  is  also  representative  of  the  early  Colonial  silversmit 
in  that  his  splendid  work  as  a  craftsman  was  but  one  phase  of 
active  and  varied  career.  He  served  the  community  by  acting 
collector  and  assessor  at  various  times  between  1703  and  17^ 
Many  of  his  fellow-craftsmen  were  active  in  military  and  politic 
affairs  and  belonged  to  families  of  great  social  prominence  a: 
distinction. 

No  less  typical  of  the  work  of  the  early  New  York  silversmiths 
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a  tankard  made  by  Cornelius  Kierstede  (fig.  2).1  The  European 
form  probably  most  closely  related  to  this  style  was  the  English 
tankard  of  about  1660-1710,  which  is  characterized  by  a  broad  cylin- 
drical body  and  flat  lid.  Long  after  the  silversmiths  of  England  and 
of  New  England  had  adopted  later  fashions  the  New  York  silver- 
smiths continued  to  follow  this  style.  The  features  which  are  par- 
ticularly characteristic  of  New  York  tankards  are  the  so-called  cork- 
screw thumb-piece,  the  cut-out  border  of  leaf  work  around  the  base 
— both  illustrated  by  the  Kierstede  tankard — and  the  frequent  use 


■"t' 
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Fig.  2— TANKARD 
Cornelius  Kierstede  (1674-1753).    New  York  and  New  Haven 


of  embossed  and  engraved  designs.  While  many  New  England 
tankards  have  cherub  heads  applied  at  the  tip  of  the  handle,  such 
ornaments  on  New  York  pieces  commonly  are  mounted  on  a  shaped 
plate,  as  in  the  present  instance.  In  executing  these  cherub  heads 
and  other  masks  the  silversmiths  were  creating  early  American 
sculpture  and  very  creditably  did  they  acquit  themselves. 

On  the  Kierstede  tankard  there  is  a  bit  of  incised  decoration  on 
the  rim  of  the  cover,  showing  an  unusual  degree  of  restraint,  for 
these  old  New  York  silversmiths  seem  to  have  delighted  especially 


1  Height  without  thumb-piece,  5^  inches. 
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in  engraved  and  embossed  ornamentation  and  used  it  extensive! 
On  the  lids  and  drums  of  tankards,  on  beakers,  and  on  bowls  su 
as  that  by  Wynkoop  this  mode  of  decoration  was  very  frenquent 
employed.  While  some  of  it  is  naive  and  almost  crude,  evident 
the  work  of  rather  unskilled  hands,  the  designs  of  such  men  as  Wy 
koop,  Jacobus  Van  der  Spiegel,  or  Peter  Van  Dyck  are  well  conceiv 
and  finely  rendered. 

Kierstede  himself  was  no  mean  craftsman.  Born  in  1674  in  N< 
York,  he  pursued  his  trade  here  until  1722  when  he  removed 
New  Haven,  Connecticut.  Several  examples  of  his  handiwork  a 
still  preserved  in  the  latter  city.  Quite  possibly  this  piece  now  own 
by  The  New- York  Historical  Society  was  one  of  the  seven  tankar 
listed  in  the  inventory  (taken  in  1734)  of  the  estate  of  Color 
Abraham  De  Peyster  (1657-1728).1  Sprung  from  Dutch  and  Fren 
Protestant  ancestry,  he  became  one  of  the  most  distinguished  mei 
bers  of  his  family.  The  numerous  public  offices  which  he  held  i 
eluded  those  of  aldermen  and  mayor,  colonel  in  the  militia,  judge 
the  Supreme  Court,  president  of  the  Council,  acting  governor,  a: 
treasurer  of  New  York  and  New  Jersey.  The  161 8  ounces  of  sih 
plate  listed  in  his  inventory  give  ample  evidence  of  his  wealth  a: 
of  the  generous  fashion  in  which  he  dispensed  hospitality.  The  1 
illustrates,  too,  the  manner  in  which  these  early  New  York  m< 


1  7  silver  Tankards 197^ 

10  silver  Mugs 71 

7  silver  Porringers 82^ 

1  large  silver  Punch  Bowl  and  Spoon 7^/4 

7  large  and  small  Salvers H7/4 

6  Candle  Sticks,  and  three  pair  of  snuffers  and  snuff  boxes     ......  137H 

2  silver  basins 95/4 

2  Cordial  cups,  and  one  ditto  with  cover 90 

2  large  spyce  boxes 74^ 

3  sugar  Castors 37^ 

3  Pots  with  wooden  handles,  viz. :  Coffee,  Thea,  and  Milk 6<)}i 

3  Plates  and  one  Chafing  dish 76 

11  salt  Cellars  and  three  tumblers,  and  6  small  salt  spoons 52 

36  silver  forks,  35  do.  spoons,  and  2  large  ladles 196^ 

4  small  forks,  15  small  teaspoons,  a  small  spoon  dish,  &  one  worn  candle-stick  30 

1,403  2< 

1  silver  gilt  salver,  and  one  do  cut 55 

1  large  cordial  cup;  a  silver  salver;  a  silver  plate;  a  plate  silver-guilded,  &  a 

large  silver  tankard;  a  silver  mug;  a  porringer;  a  salt  cellar;  a  pepper  box; 

a  ladle;  and  a  handle  of  a  ladle 160 

1,618%: 
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chants,  whose  trade  with  the  other  colonies,  with  the  West  Indies, 
and  with  England  and  Spain  brought  them  vast  store  of  coin,  in- 
vested their  surplus  wealth.  Lacking  modern  banking  facilities, 
these  men  quite  naturally  turned  to  the  silversmiths  who  wrought 
the  silver  coin  into  handsome  plate — beakers,  tankards,  bowls  or 
porringers.  Who  can  tell  how  much  of  this  silver  may  once  have 
been  sturdy  English  coins  of  sterling  quality,  or  pine-tree  shillings 


Fig.  3— COFFEE  POT 
Maker:  B  V.    Probably  American,  first  half  XVIII  century 

minted  by  John  Hull  and  Robert  Sanderson  of  Boston,  or  Spanish 
doubloons  or  pieces  of  eight  perhaps  plundered  on  the  high  seas  by 
Colonial  privateers?  But  whatever  its  origin,  it  was  melted  down, 
refined,  and  wrought  into  good  honest  plate  by  the  Colonial  crafts- 
man to  whose  integrity  and  skill  it  is  an  enduring  testimonial. 

Another  piece  in  the  De  Peyster  collection  which,  like  the  Wyn- 
koop  bowl  and  the  Kierstede  tankard,  probably  dates  from  the  first 
half  of  the  eighteenth  century  is  a  small  cofFee-pot  (fig.  3).    There  is 
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only  the  maker's  stamp — B  V  with  a  rayed  sun  (?)  above — to  in- 
dicate its  origin  but  it  is  most  probably  of  American  manufacture. 
As  tea  and  coffee  did  not  come  into  general  use  until  the  later  part 
of  the  seventeenth  century  and  in  the  early  eighteenth  century  were 
still  too  costly  to  be  indulged  in  freely,  the  teapots  and  coffee-pots 
of  the  period  were  of  small  size.  The  present  example  is  only  j}4= 
inches  in  height  and  follows  the  early  fashion  in  having  its  spout  set 
at  right  angles  to  the  handle. 

There  are  also  among  the  De  Peyster  silver  numerous  examples 
of  the  work  of  late  eighteenth  and  early  nineteenth  century  silver- 
smiths, including  a  tea-service  by  W.  G.  Forbes  of  New  York,  spoons 


Fig.  4— SALTS 
David  Hennell.    London,  1741-1742 


by  W.  G.  Forbes  and  by  Underhill  and  Vernon,  and  a  series  of  nine 
fiddle-backed  serving-spoons  by  Fellows  and  Storm.  The  latter 
spoons  bear  on  their  handles  the  baskets  of  flowers  executed  in  slight 
relief  which  were  a  favorite  ornament  about  1830. 

While  the  American  silver  claims  our  deepest  interest,  the  nu- 
merous examples  of  English  plate  are  equally  worthy  of  study  as 
they  formed  the  models  which  inspired  the  Colonial  craftsmen. 
Wealthy  families,  such  as  the  Schuylers  and  the  De  Peysters,  fre- 
quently imported  silver  plate  from  abroad  as  foreign  goods  then,  as 
often  today,  were  thought  to  be  more  advanced  in  style.  In  the 
silver  now  owned  by  the  Historical  Society  there  are  some  splendid 
examples  of  English  silver,  among  the  most  pleasing  of  which  are 
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three  pairs  of  three-legged  salt-cellars.  Two  pairs  are  by  the  same 
maker,  David  Hennell  of  London,  one  pair  made  in  1741-42  {fig.  4),1 
the  other  in  1748-49.  The  third  set  was  probably  made  by  Jacob 
Marshe  of  London  in  1758-59.  An  attractive  little  creamer  with 
repousse  floral  designs  is  London  work  of  1764-65. 

Passing  now  to  the  Schuyler  silver,  we  find  that  among  an  im- 
posing array  of  silver  and  Sheffield  plate  there  are  several  pieces 


Fig.  5— TEAPOT 
European,  early  XVIII  century 


which  stand  out,  so  to  speak,  head  and  shoulders  above  the  rest 
partly  because  of  their  excellence  of  workmanship  and  partly  be- 
cause of  their  history.  A  teapot  {fig.  5)  with  an  unidentified  hall- 
mark— a  demi-unicorn  or  demi-horse  on  a  crest-wreath  within  a 
shield,  stamped  four  times  on  the  base — seems  to  be  unmistakably 
of  European  origin  and  quite  possibly  of  Dutch  or  German  pro- 
duction.2 It  is  especially  interesting  because  its  general  outline 
was  followed  by  some  of  the  early  New  York  silversmiths.    A  very 


1  Height  i^i  inches. 

2  Height  7%  inches. 
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early  teapot  made  by  Peter  Van  Dyck,  a  piece  inherited  by  Pierr 
Jay,  is  strikingly  like  the  Schuyler  teapot  in  form  and  general  chai 
acter.  The  latter  bears  engraved  on  one  side  the  Schuyler  arm 
and  crest. 

A  superb  example  of  English  plate  is  the  large  epergne  in  th 
Schuyler  collection.    A  large  pierced  basket  at  the  center  is  surround 


Fig.  6— TWO-HANDLED   CUP 

Presented  by  Queen  Anne  to  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler  in  1710 

London,  early  XVIII  century 


ed  by  branching  arms  and  smaller  baskets  similarly  pierced.     1 
bears  the  London  marks  for  1774-75  and  the  maker's  stamp,  I  L. 

The  piece  which  unquestionably  has  the  most  romantic  histor 
is  the  large  two-handled  cup  or  vase1  (fig.  6)  made  by  a  Londo 
silversmith  and  presented  by  Queen  Anne  to  Colonel  Peter  Schuyle: 
It  is  of  the  typical  early  eighteenth  century  form  with  applied  strap 
at  the  base  and  on  the  cover  terminating  in  heads  in  medallion: 


1  Height  13^8  inches. 
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Such  ornamental  straps  were  a  French  fashion  borrowed  by  the 
English  goldsmiths  and  effectively  used  on  many  handsome  pieces 
of  about  this  period. 

The  imposing  form  and  technical  excellence  of  this  storied  cup 
accord  well  with  the  royal  estate  of  the  donor  and  with  the  great 
occasion  upon  which  it  was  presented  to  Colonel  Schuyler.  In  the 
early  years  of  the  eighteenth  century  the  English  settlements  in  the 
Hudson  Valley  were  open  to  French  and  Indian  attack  from  the 
north.  Especially  exposed  was  the  Schuyler  home  on  the  Flats 
north  of  Albany.  The  wisdom  and  fairness  of  Colonel  Schuyler  won 
the  confidence  and  friendship  of  the  Indian  tribes  in  that  region  but 
a  broader  and  more  formal  alliance  was  greatly  desired  by  the 
English.  The  Iroquois  or  Five  Nations,  comprising  the  Mohawks, 
Cayugas,  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  and  Senecas,  were  a  powerful  race 
of  more  than  usual  intelligence  and  keenness.  The  French  had 
sought  to  win  the  aid  of  the  Indians  in  the  north  by  impressing  them 
with  the  magnificence  and  power  of  the  court  of  Louis  XIV.  To 
counter  these  French  bids  for  the  Indians'  allegiance,  the  English 
endeavored  to  impress  the  Iroquois  with  the  splendors  of  the  English 
court.  Several  of  the  chiefs  were  invited  to  visit  England  but  not 
until  their  trusted  friend,  Colonel  Schuyler,  consented  to  go  with 
them,  could  they  be  induced  to  brave  the  perils  of  the  voyage  and 
the  more  terrifying  prospect  of  visiting  a  strange  land.  In  Decem- 
ber of  1709  five  Mohawk  chiefs  sailed  with  Colonel  Schuyler.  One 
died  during  the  voyage  but  the  other  four  arrived  safely  in  London 
where  they  created  a  great  sensation.  They  were  graciously  re- 
ceived by  Queen  Anne  and  accorded  all  due  honor.  Late  in  the 
spring  they  returned  to  America  where  they  immediately  called  a 
great  assembly  of  their  own  people  and  allied  tribes.  At  this  meeting 
which  was  held  in  the  Dutch  Church  they  rehearsed  the  details  of 
their  reception  at  the  court,  pledged  enduring  loyalty  to  their 
friends,  the  English,  and  swore  not  to  deal  with  tribes  who  were 
allied  with  the  French.  In  recognition  of  his  diplomacy  in  effecting 
the  alliance  with  the  Iroquois  Queen  Anne  offered  to  knight  Colonel 
Schuyler  but  this  honor  he  modestly  declined.  Her  royal  gift  of 
this  loving-cup  commemorates  the  event  by  the  inscription  later 
engraved  on  its  side: 
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Presented  by 

Anne  Queen  of  England 

to 

Col.  Peter  Schuyler  of  Albany 

in  the  Province  of  New  York 

April  19th  1710 

To  commemorate  his  visit  to  England  by  request 

of  the  Provincial  Government,  accompanied 

by  Five  Sachems  of  the 

Mohawks 

An  interesting  account  of  this  event  is  given  by  Mrs.  Anne  Grant  c 
Laggan  in  her  "Memoirs  of  an  American  Lady,"  the  delightful  rem 
niscences  of  the  years  spent  during  her  childhood  in  the  home  c 
Madame  Margarita  Schuyler  of  Albany,  the  wife  of  a  cousin  c 
Colonel  Peter  Schuyler.  Still  another  very  distinguished  membe 
of  the  family  was  Major-General  Philip  Schuyler  (1733-1804)  whos 
great-grandson,  Major  Philip  Schuyler  (1 836-1906),  generousl 
bequeathed  to  The  New- York  Historical  Society  these  rare  famil 
treasures.  C.  Louise  Avery. 


THE  NASH  DUTCH  COLLECTION. 

The  Society  has  received  the  large  collection  of  Dutch  househol 
utensils  and  relics  collected  by  Dr.  George  W.  Nash  of  Hurle} 
Ulster  Co.,  N.  Y.,  who  spent  many  years  gathering  the  objects.  I 
all,  the  collection  consists  of  three  hundred  and  thirty-two  item 
such  as  a  large  loom,  ten  spinning  wheels,  ten  clock  reels,  twelv 
candle  moulds,  twenty-two  shuttles  for  weaving  carpet,  nine  snui 
fers,  five  old  lanterns,  five  oil  lamps,  five  candle  holders,  pestles  an 
mortars,  sausage  guns,  wool  comb,  kettles,  candle  box,  brandin 
iron,  warping  bars,  steelyard,  table,  desks,  bench,  rope  makin 
machine,  foot  stoves,  measures,  cradle,  gridirons,  ovens,  washtut 
cattle  yokes,  bullet  molds,  five  models  of  colonial  houses  and  man 
objects  of  personal  and  household  uses.  The  greater  part  of  thi 
collection  is  temporarily  on  exhibition  in  the  basement  of  the  Societ 
and  we  are  indebted  to  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  for  this  valuabl 
addition  to  the  Museum. 
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A  PIONEER  SETTLER'S  HOME  ON 
SPUYTEN  DUYVIL  HILL 

There  is  an  abandoned  homestead  of  the  Colonial  period  situated 
on  Spuyten  Duyvil  hill,  in  the  western  part  of  the  Borough  of  the 
Bronx,  the  site  of  which  was  discovered  by  Mr.  W.  L.  Calver,  and 
upon  exploration  by  members  of  the  Field  Exploration  Committee 
of  The  New- York  Historical  Society,  has  yielded  some  interesting 
material. 

Its  situation  is  at  the  intersection  of  two  lines  drawn  from  exist- 
ing streets,  namely,  an  extension  of  the  south  side  of  West  231st 
street,  Kingsbridge,  meeting  an  extension  of  the  middle  of  Arlington 
Avenue,  Spuyten  Duyvil.  It  is  about  four  hundred  feet  directly 
north  of  the  site  of  Fort  Number  Two,  or  Fort  Swartwout,  of  the 
war  of  Independence,  and  would  have  stood  in  its  line  of  fire,  if  at 
that  time  it  was  standing. 

The  site  is  on  the  dividing  line  between  Riverdale  and  the  old 
village  of  Spuyten  Duyvil,  which  was  also  the  boundary  of  the  orig- 
inal Kingsbridge  tract,  now  including  our  Van  Cortlandt  Park, 
that  was  purchased  by  William  Betts  and  George  Tippett  from  Elias 
Doughty,  in  1668. 

The  curious  feature  of  the  site  is  that  an  old  boulder  and  rock 
wall  or  fence  has  been  constructed  across  the  position  evidently 
occupied  by  the  dwelling,  indicating  that  at  some  period  after  its 
destruction,  a  boundary  line  has  been  adjusted  and  a  fence  erected 
across  the  position  once  occupied  by  the  ancient  dwelling. 

Around  the  abandoned  house  site,  the  ill-smelling  alanthus  trees 
have  found  rich  food  for  their  widespreading  roots,  and  over  the 
adjoining  garden  space,  and  round  the  nearby  spring,  a  rank  growth 
of  weeds  attests  the  presence  of  fertilized  soil.  Noble  beech  trees 
grow  nearby,  and  over  the  upland  at  the  rear  of  the  site  are  scattered 
survivors  of  the  once-flourishing  apple  orchard.  The  slope  in  front 
of  the  stone  fence  is  thickly  strewn  with  oyster-shells  which  are  in 
such  masses  and  of  such  evidently  ancient  character  as  to  indicate 
an  Indian  deposit.  The  place  is  admirably  suited  to  native  resi- 
dence, with  an  abundant  spring  nearby,  in  a  sheltered  nook  protected 
from  the  westerly  and  northerly  winds,  and  having  a  broad  outlook 
commanding  the  Vale  of  Kingsbridge,  the  winding  Paparinemin  and 
the  Keskeskick  hills  as  far  south  as  High   Bridge.     Among  all  the 
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shells  there  are  fragments  of  red  brick,  earthenware  and  other  ob- 
jects, which  are  of  European  character,  yet  a  few  native  objects 
such  as  a  scraper,  an  arrow-head,  or  a  broken  flint  reject,  show  the 
one  time  presence  of  the  predecessors  of  the  white  settlers. 

The  story  of  the  old  building,  nearly  all  traces  of  which  had  been 
lost  to  sight  in  the  reversion  of  the  site  to  a  state  of  wild  nature,  and 
of  which  no  historical  record  remains,  had  to  be  uncovered  by  the 


COINS  AND  BUTTONS  FROM  SITE  OF  TIPPETT  DWELLING 


objects  brought  to  light  by  spade  and  sifter,  and  the  piecing  to- 
gether of  fragmentary  references  to  land  ownership. 

All  the  objects  discovered  in  a  systematic  exploration  of  the  soil, 
and  the  sifting  of  a  vast  mass  of  rich  black  soil  in  a  great  rubbish 
pit,  on  the  east  side  of  the  site,  have  proved  to  be  of  Colonial  char- 
acter. The  only  objects  which  indicate  its  existence  in  the  period  of 
thejWar  of  Independence,  are  a  cast-iron  grape-shot  and  a  leaden 
musket  ball,  which  might  have  been  fired  from  Fort  Number  Two, 
over  the  ruins  of  the  place,  and  a  couple  of  musket  flints,  which  are 
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equally  likely  to  have  been  cast  away  by  some  soldier  stationed  out- 
side the  fort,  on  picket  duty. 

Occupancy  of  the  building  seems,  therefore,  to  have  terminated 
by  that  period,  and  we  may  assume  that  its  occupants  had  some  good 
reason  for  its  abandonment,  either  by  their  political  leanings  ren- 
dering their  removal  necessary,  or  by  the  destruction  of  the  place  by 
some  accident  or  for  the  purpose  of  clearing  the  zone  of  fire  from 
Fort  Swartwout. 

The  ownership  of  the  land  south  of  the  boundary  indicates  that 
the  old  building  was  the  home,  and  probably  the  first  dwelling  of 
the  family  of  George  Tippett,  who  with  his  father-in-law,  William 


LEG  SHACKLE  WITH  EYELETS  FOR 
A  PADLOCK  OR  CHAIN 

Betts,  bought  the  tract  above  mentioned,  the  south  boundary  of 
which  was  this  old  fence  line.  South  of  that  boundary,  all  of  Spuy- 
ten  Duyvil  hill  was  acquired  through  a  separate  deed  in  1668,  by 
Tippett,  by  whose  name  the  hill  thereafter  became  known.  It  may 
very  well  have  been  the  case  that  the  boundary  line  was  disregarded 
in  selecting  the  site  for  the  dwelling,  because  Tippett  also  owned  an 
interest  in  the  land  north  of  the  line.  The  location,  probably  an 
abandoned  Indian  site,  was  selected  by  reason  that  it  was  near  the 
homes  of  the  Betts  and  Hadden  families,  which  were  grouped,  says 
Edsall,  "probably  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Van  Cortlandt 
mansion." 

William   Betts,   by  trade  a  Turner,   emigrated   from   England, 
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whence  came  his  friend  and  son-in-law,  George  Tippett.  Betts  was 
in  1635,  at  Scituate,  Massachusetts,  where  he  married  Alice,  "a 
maiden  of  the  Bay."  Their  daughter,  Mehitabel,  married  George 
Tippett,  who  first  appears  on  record  as  a  resident  of  Flushing  in 
1667.  Betts  had  moved  down  to  the  Bronx,  and  was  one  of  the 
patentees  at  Oostdorp  or  Westchester,  in  1662.  In  1668,  he  joined 
with  Tippett  in  the  purchase  of  the  Kingsbridge  tract,  and  with  his 
sons,  Samuel,  Hopestill,  and  John,  settled  there. 

The  Volumes  of  the  New  York  Wills,  published  by  The  New- 
York  Historical  Society,  are  invaluable  aids  in  following  up  family 


OBJECTS  FROM  SITE  OF  TIPPETT  DWELLING 


history,  and  from  them  we  get  some  further  clews  in  tracing  the 
story  of  the  old  farm  house. 

George  Tippett  died  in  1675,  and  the  inventory  of  his  estate  in- 
cluded "the  tract  of  land  and  meadow  he  purchased  of  Elias  Dough- 
ty, with  the  new  dwelling  house,  orchard  and  barn,"  which  he  had 
thus  enjoyed  for  only  a  short  term  of  years. 

Mrs.  Tippett  was  a  very  attractive  widow,  for  she  made  two 
subsequent  marriages,  and  the  new  dwelling  house  was  probably 
occupied  by  her  oldest  son,  George  (2)  and  his  brother  Hopestill. 
Another  brother,  Henry,  removed  to  New  York,  where  he  died  in 
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1752.  George  Tippett  (3),  grandson  of  the  original  settler,  suc- 
ceeded to  possession  of  the  estate,  and  having  married  Dorcas  Bax- 
ter, a  Westchester  girl,  he  left  a  numerous  family  at  his  decease  in 
1761,  when  he  divided  his  large  estate  between  his  children  and 
grandchildren.  He  had  evidently  constructed  a  later  building,  prob- 
ably the  old  dwelling  later  known  as  the  Berrian  homestead,  situ- 
ated on  the  southern  part  of  Spuyten  Duyvil  Neck,  and  now  in  the 
possession  of  the  Isaac  Johnson  family.  This  he  refers  to  as  "the 
house,"  which,  with  only  ten  acres  of  land,  he  bequeathed  to  his 
daughter  Dorcas,  wife  of  Samuel  Berrian,  reserving  to  his  son  Wil- 
liam the  right  of  "breaking  stones  on  the  said  land  or  carrying  them 
away."  To  two  grandsons  he  left  "the  house,  barns,  orchard  and 
28  acres,  where  James  (their  deceased  father)  formerly  lived,"  and 
this  was  doubtless  the  old  place  which  his  grandfather  had  con- 
structed in  the  seventeenth  century.  To  his  son  William  he  left 
that  part  of  his  property  abutting  on  Spuyten  Duyvil  Creek,  with 
the  salt  meadow  on  which  the  Johnson  Foundry  now  stands.  Near 
by  this  place,  this  branch  of  the  Tippett  family  was  living  in  another 
home  which  was  existing  there  in  1776.  About  seven  years  later, 
Frederick  Van  Cortlandt  purchased  the  land  on  Riverdale  hill, 
laying  north  of  the  old  boundary,  and  probably  the  old  house  was 
then  found  to  be  standing  across  the  line. 

The  Revolution  brought  divergence  of  opinion  among  the  neigh- 
bors of  the  old  Younckers  Plantation,  and  the  Tippetts  were  among 
those  who  adhered  to  the  royalist  side  of  the  national  controversy. 
After  the  struggle  was  decided,  their  properties  were  sold  by  the 
Commissioners  of  Forfeiture,  and  Van  Cortlandt  added  to  his  pur- 
chases on  the  Riverdale  uplands.  It  seems  probable  that  in  the  course 
of  straightening  out  his  boundary,  the  fence  we  now  find  to  have 
been  built  across  the  site  of  the  old  Colonial  dwelling,  was  con- 
structed perhaps  about  1788.  By  that  time  the  building  was  a  ruin, 
and  the  materials  of  which  it  was  composed  were  evidently  removed 
for  use  elsewhere.  Like  other  old  dwellings  abandoned  by  their  one- 
time residents  in  war  times,  the  old  place  was  perhaps  occupied  by 
soldiers  and  burned  or  wrecked  by  their  carelessness. 

But  the  old  place  had  a  life  of  a  century,  and  during  that  period 
an  astonishing  quantity  of  household  rubbish  accumulated  around 
its  site.  We  found  quantities  of  fragments  of  old  earthernware  pie- 
plates,  and  crocks,  and  early  Georgian  stoneware  pitchers,  some 
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heavy  Delft-ware,  English  salt-glazed  pottery,  plates  and  saucers 
Staffordshire  cauliflower  and  cream  pottery  of  about  1750,  black 
glazed  stoneware,  and  Chinese  hard-paste  porcelain  saucers  anc 
cups.  There  was  very  little  glassware,  some  broken  window-glas; 
and  of  clay  pipes  not  a  few,  one  of  them  being  rather  appropriately 
of  the  make  of  R.  Tippett. 

So  many  bolts,  spikes  and  hand-forged  nails  strewed  the  plac< 
that  we  concluded  the  woodwork  of  the  house  must  have  beer 
burned,  thus  releasing  the  nails  and  burying  them  below  the  burnec 
material. 

Of  house  furnishings  there  was  little  trace,  save  a  drop  handle 
and  parts  of  pewter  spoons,  but  with  much  satisfaction  the  old  hous< 
key  was  greeted,  and  in  such  excellent  shape  that  it  would  do  dutj 
again  to-day.  What  shadows  of  bygone  home  joys  passed,  wher 
that  key  turned  for  the  last  time  in  the  trusty  lock. 

It  is  hard  to  explain  the  presence  of  horse-shoes  in  the  house- 
hold rubbish  pit,  but  at  any  rate  they  brought  luck,  since  on  a  cer- 
tain occasion  one  explorer  requested  another  in  a  humorous  vein,  t( 
find  a  good  coin,  and  within  a  few  shovelsful,  a  Spanish  silver  half-jc 
of  1757  was  turned  up.  Several  English  copper  half-pence  followec 
at  intervals,  their  dates  covering  the  reigns  of  William  III.  tc 
George  II.,  and  the  latest  date  being  1753.  The  personal  object! 
were  rather  disappointing,  for  buttons  were  few,  and  only  one  wa; 
of  superior  design,  with  a  small  St.  Andrews  cross  in  a  field  o: 
network. 

But  the  oddest  personal  belonging  was  an  iron  fetter  or  le£ 
shackle,  having  two  eyelets  for  a  padlock  or  chain.  Such  an  object 
might  have  seemed  a  not  inappropriate  find  in  a  military  camp,  bul 
in  a  peaceful  farm  house  its  story  is  difficult  to  surmise.  Was  it  foi 
some  recalcitrant  slave,  or  was  it  borne  by  some  escaped  prisoner, 
whose  gyves  were  struck  off  by  those  with  whom  he  had  sought 
shelter? 

Our  little  story  ends  with  a  pleasant  reminder  of  the  happy  child- 
hood of  the  little  Tippetts,  a  clumsy  whirligig  made  of  lead,  serrated 
on  the  edge,  the  teeth  set  right  and  left  to  increase  the  "buzz,"  and 
a  tiny  toy  broom  made  of  pewter,  perhaps  a  cherished  possession  oj 

little  Dorcas.  r»  ^  ^ 

Reginald  Felham  Bolton, 

Secretary,  Field  Exploration  Committee. 
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LAIGHT  STREET  BAPTIST  CHURCH  MARRIAGES 

1841-1850 

The  Laight  Street  Baptist  Church  was  formed  from  the  Taber- 
nacle Baptist  Church  in  1842.  The  Rev.  W.  W.  Everts  became 
pastor  of  the  Tabernacle  Church  in  1839  and  went  with  the  new 
Congregation  in  forming  the  Laight  Street  Church  which  pur- 
chased the  edifice  formerly  occupied  by  Presbyterians,  corner 
Laight  and  Varick  Streets.  The  following  is  the  record  of  mar- 
riages solemnized  by  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Everts  1 841-1850. 

Jan  3  d  James  Vermelyea  and  Mary  Ann  Hall 

Jan  12th  Henry  W.  Henley  and  Anna  Cook 

Feb  9th  James  J.  Burnet  and  Charlotte  A.  Bouton 

Feb  14th  Samuel  S  Couch  and  Ann  J  Johnson 

March  16th  Thomas  H.  Bridgewater  and  Susan 

March  20th  John  Stone  and  Elizabeth  St'arbuck 

April  i8t  George  Mc  Laine  and  Ann  Taylor 

April  15th  Alpheus  D.  Baker  and  Teressa  Riker 

April  25th  Edward  LufF  and  Ann  Ladd 

May  14th  James  Cooper  and  Susan  Eagleson 

May  20th  James  Mallon  and  Margaret  Ann  Reid 

June  6th  Frederick  S.  Lynch  and  Rebecca  Leffingwell 

June  10th  William  Ray  and  Sarah  Cromwell 

July  i8t  Charles  L.  White,  &  Catherine  Hallenbeck 

July  4th  Wm  Henry  Smith  &  Miss  Jane  Seymour 

July  4th  Frederick  Battin  &  Jane  Elisabeth  Webb 

July  22nd  Mr  Jeremiah  C.  Thompson  &  Miss  Elmira  Strong 

Sep  18th  Josef  Dreymooiz  &  Miss  Lucy  Ann  Rice 

Sep  19th  Mr.  William  Henry  Clark  &  Jane  Emslie 

Sep  29th  John  Fairchild  &  Martha  Wilson 

Oct  3  Mr.  Joseph  Malony  &  Mrs.  Abigail  Harper 

Oct  7  Henry  Freeman  &  Mary  B.  Bangs 

Oct  7th  Louis  Lesbroussart  &  Britania  Gregory 

Oct  13th  Daniel  Lowall  &  Miss  Louisa  Eagleson 

Oct  18th  George  Jacob  Brower  &  Miss  Laura  E.  Porter 

Oct  28th  Robert  Kaseby  &  Clarissa  Gerau 

Oct  28th  Ambrowse  W.  Barnes  &  Elizabeth  Littell 

Nov  4th  Wm.  H.  Slosson  &  Elizabeth  Purdy 

Nov  14th  Septemus  H.  Parker  &  Caroline  A.  Drake 

Nov  28  Wm.  C.  Pest  &  Charlotte  Lynasen 

Nov  28  Benjamin  Brundidge  &  Mahetta  T.  Lynasen 

Dec  6  Philander  P.  G.  Finn  &  Sarah  Leonora  Halsey 

Jan  Ist  Robert  Rennie  &  Mary  Donaldson 

Jan  13  Alexander  Alger  &  Christiana  Cellen 
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1842  Feb  26th  Mr  Joseph  T.  Webster  &  Harriet  B.  Wood 
"        April  Mapleston  &  Homes 

"        May  10  Causby  H.  Cochran  &  Melissa  Champney 

May  16  Charles  Voght  &  Sarah  W.  Pine 

"        May  17  Abraham  W.  Gallaer  &  Leatitia  Cook 

"        July  2  Jacob  Houghwout  and  Mrs  Eliza  Payne 
"        July  13  Charles  Carroll  &  Eliza  Jane  Youngs 

"        July  20th  James  Aspel  &  Nancy  Right 

"        August  Ist  Wm  E.  Laurin  &  An.  Eliza  Peck 

"        August  2d  James  Stewart  &  Mary  Ann  Chanfrau 

"        August  5th  May  G.  Smith  &  Mary  Euphemia  Vail 
"        Nov  2  E.  C.  Galasha  &  Julia  Jessup 

"        Nov  16  Charles  Bidwel  &  Miss  Rowe 

Andrew  Mc  Cormick  &  Elizabeth  E.  Rider 
John  P.  Maxon  &  Sarah  Ann  Worral 

"        Dec  Ist  Wm.  Turner  &  Adelia  Griffin 

"        Dec  10  Aaren  F.  Hunt  &  Mary  D.  Sou^bury 

Dec  21  Matthias  Rothforth  &  Sally  Mills 

1843  Jan  26  Wm.  A.  Rose  &  Charity  Osborn 

"        Inarch  22  Wm  B.  Pierce  &  Harriet  N.  Talman 

"        March  23  Charles  R.  Waring  &  Anna  Coudit 

"        March  29  James  Irving  &  Margaret  Leisk 

"        May  9  C.  J.  Mason  &  Lavina  Viele 

"        May  11th  Thadeus  Hyatt  &  Emeline  Wimans 

"        May  15  John  Darlington  Banker  &  Elizabeth  Williams 

"        June  29  John  Sharp  &  Martha  Adams 

"        July  23  Thomas  C.  Simester  &  Joanna  Mcdonald 

"       Aug  29  Allexander  M.  Scott  &  Cordelia  Ellis 

"        Sep  5  John  Barker  &  Harriet  E.  Gray 

Sep  7  Charles  Dean  &  Jane  Maria  Wright 

"        Oct  31  Langdon  Wilson  &  Lucia  Ann  Brower 
Nov  24:   1842  Wm  Mason  &  Susanah  Cook 

Nov  28  Alanson  Udell  &  Elizabeth  French 

Dec  13th  Mr  James  C.  Harriot  &  Miss  Catharine  B.  Nivin 

"        On  14  Dec.  John  Pooley  &  Maria  Reed 

"        On  20  Dec  Peter  Acker  &  Jane  H.  Phillips 

1844  Jan  2nd  Mr  Benjamin  A.  Russell  to  Miss  Mariette  Spaulding 
Jan  4th  Longinus  Henry  to  Mary  Mc  Given 

"        Jan  4th  Sansom  Shields  to  Margaret  Ann  Boggs 

January  7th  William  Hepburn  to  Mary  Ann  Carey 

January  23rd  Thomas  Parker  to  Mary  Thomas 

"        March  10th  Wm  Plant  to  Adelia  Parkerson 

April  10th  John  W.  Ritch  &  Susan  Jane  Peck 

May  6th  Robert  Robinson  to  Frances  Allison 

May  8  Wm.  Robins  to  Caroline  M.  Vanduser 

May  12  Mr  White  to  Miss  Lydia  A.  Wood 

May  16  Smith  Codington  to  Mary  L.  Inman 
Mr  James  Clark  to  Miss  Smith 
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1844  Oct.  18th  Charles  Hunton  to  Mary  Howard 
Dec  14th  Ross  Mc  Guire  &  Lilly  Walker. 
Dec  Mr  Decker  to  Elmira  Enders 

1845  Jan  26  Mr  Joseph  S.  Garretson  to  Miss  Juliet  Egbert. 
March  9th  Mr  J.  M.  Titus  to  Miss  S.  J.  West 
March  20th  James  R.  Cook  &  Letteran  Mount 
April  13  Samuel  Blood  to  Emmeline  Carman. 

"     14  George  Nash  to  Matilda  Overend 

April  22  Archibald  Nelson  to  Ellen  Mc  Call. 

May  9tL  Wm.  Verbryck  to  Mary  Ellen  Youmans 

May  9  Henry  A.  Darrin  to  Margaret  M.  Morgan. 

May  13  Mr  Skelhorn  to  Mrs  Stewart. 

May  18  Mr  George  R.  Vanfossen  to  Miss  Ann  E.  Gegraw 

May  25  Joseph  Deback  to  Eliza  Egbert 

May  31  Benjamin  Haworth  to  Elizabeth  Booth 

July  Ist  Jacob  Howard  to  Catharine  Riker. 

July  15  Charles  Meser  to  Maria  White. 

July  30  Samuel  Lee  to  Lois  S.  Emmons 

Aug.  4th  Thomas  Shaw  to  Allice  Lithhust 

Aug  2nd  John  Denton  &  Hannah  Smith 

Aug.  21/45  Foster  N.  Smith  &  Catharine  Bullow 

Aug.  21/45  Thomas  Tennent  &  Emily  L.  Smith 

David  Wheeler  &  A.  M.  Whittier 

Sep  2  Thomas  A.  Thorten  &  Mercy  Ann  Bartlett 

Sept  9th  Edward  H.  CrOwthers  &  Caroline  E.  Smith 

Sepr  16th  Thomas  Baxby  to  Jane  Smith 

Sep  25th  Theodore  Bessen  &  Sarah  L  Briggs  of  New  York 

Sep  29  George  L.  Allison  &  Mary  Ellen  Jaycox 

Oct  14th  Daniel  Birdsall  &  Rachel  M  Freeman 

Oct  16th  James  Van  Doren  &  Ann  Maria  Dibble 

Oct  16th  Milton  Ely  &  Mary  Jane  Shafts 

Oct  16th  Abraham  Dunham  &  Fanny  Wood. 

Oct  21st  George  Hale  to  Minerva  Borden 

Octr  22nd  Mr  Freeman  Bloodgood  to  Matilda  W.  Smith 

Dec  16th  Mr  Jonathan  J.  Cornwell  to  Mrs  Elizabeth  Stimis 

Dec  23rd  Mr  Lyman  Morse  to  Miss  Isabella  Cleaves 

Dec  25th  Mr  John  Peckham  to  Miss  Hannah  Barker 

Nov.  27  Mr  Yeets  to  Miss  A.  Brady. 

Jan  6  Mr  Theodore  Edgar  to  Miss  Harriet  Goodrich 

Jan  Is*  Mr  John  Y.  Willson  to  Miss  Catharine  Stalker  of 

England. 

Jan  8th  Nathaniel  B.  Dayton  to  Mrs  Margaret  Gregory. 

Jan.  15  Mr  George  Read  to  Miss  Emmeline  Howell. 

Jan  26.  Mr  John  M  Heckle  to  Miss  Ruth  Cooley. 

Feb.  11  Mr  William  Walker,  to  Miss  Margaret  Morton 

"     14  Mr  Charles  Hedges  to  Miss  Sarah  B.  Beams 

March  16  Mr  Caine  to  Miss 

"      23  Mr  John  O.  Bush  to  Miss  Abby  A.  Whiting. 
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Rev.  Isaac  Fargo  to  Miss  E.  Chapman. 
Mr  Thomas  A.  Young  to  Miss  Henrietta  Conrad. 
Mr.  Jos.  McNeal  to  Miss  Martha  Maria  Wingate. 
Mr  Jahiel  C.  Wygant  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Truex. 
Mr  J.  H.  Gordon  to  Miss  Charlotte  Whittemore 
Mr  James  Monroe  to  Miss  Olive  W.  Burnham 
Mr  W.  T.  Mc  Intire  to  Miss  H.  Huyler 
Mr  Henry  C.  Stacey  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Hall 
Mr  James  Fairman  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Hamilton 
Mr  Emilius  Austin  to  Miss  Martha  Maybury 
Mr  Thomas  Carman  to  Miss  Ann  Howard 
Mr  B.  Franklin  Pease  to  Miss  Helene  M.  Kirchoff 
Mr  James  Parker  to  Miss  Harriet  V.  Barnsdall 
Mr  Jos.  White  to  Miss  Margaret  Gillaspy 
Mr  Stephen  Reed  to  Mrs  Jane  Woodward 
Albert  Bremholm  to  Esther  Ford 
Charles  Thomas  to  Rosanna  Matteson 
Mr  Henry  D.  Butler  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Hallett 
Luke  K.  Carman  &  Sarah  H.  Ferris 
Lucian  F.  Sarlton  to  Louisa  French 
Mr  Henry  Law  to  Miss  Amelia  Enders 
Mr  Charles  Klett,  to  Miss  Sabra  Calista  Harris 
Mr  Beverly  R.  Hasbrook  to  Miss  Elsey  Buick 
C.  Walter  Colburn  to  Mary  A.  Collie 
Elijah  Tompkins  to  Abby  A.  Van  Yorks 
Mr  Green  to  Miss  Loomis 

Mr  William  Rowe  to  Miss  Cordelia  M.  Bidwell 
Mr  John  E.  Packer,  to  Miss  Sophia  A.  Schoonmaker 
Miss  Catharine  Ackerman  to  Mr  John  Porcher 
Mr  Outwater  to  Miss  Violetta  Olmstead 
Charles  F.  Deral  to  Susan  C.  Tripp 
Adam  Forrest  to  Janette  Inglis 
John  Brown  Lawrie  to  Lilias  Patterson 
Cornelius  White  to  Mary  Banta 
John  L.  Geile  to  Catharine  O  Meara 
Capt.  James  Sherman  to  Miss  Rachel  Lake 
Mr  Benjamin  W.  Peck,  to  Miss  Isabella  Grenville 
Mr  Wm  B.  Minor  to  Miss  Jane  Barnes. 
Edward  Kirk  to  Wilmarth  Dean 
Mr  John  Cammet  to  Miss  Susan  F.  Frost 
John  Renlonrig  Pollock  to  Alice  Jane  Wilson 
Elon  G.  Minor  &  Phebe  Ketchum 
Samuel  Marriott  &  Eliza  Hall 

Mr  Bliss  to  a  lady  of  Brooklyn,  friends  of  Mr  Shef- 
field, record  lost. 
Mr  Obadiah  Gerau  to  Miss  Rachel  A.  Crawford. 
Wm  Nelmes  Nicholson  to  Miss  Hannah  Harper 
Barclay  Perine  &  Mary  M.  Bampton 
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Richard  N.  Keeler  &  Ellen  Dillon 
Franklin  S.  Hale  &  Elizabeth  Knight 
Eli  W.  Perry  to  Sarah  A.  Lyon 
John  Griffin  to  Caroline  Booth 
Samuel  P.  Everts  to  A.  P.  Smith 
Benjamin  L.  Vale  to  Amanda  Ruland 
Mr  Bassett  to  Miss  Richards 
Cornelius  P.  Myers  to  Catharine  K.  Clark 
Mr  John  J.  Lewis  &  Miss  Mary  E.  Jones 
Mr  Samuel  Dewey  to  Miss  Cecelia  Tanner 
Mr  John  Barrett  to  Miss  Margaret  L.  Boerem 
John  Hunter  Miss  Janette  Butler 

Mr  Joel  Gaylord  and  Mrs  Elizabeth  Bassett 
Daniel  Sinns  &  Rachael  J.  Blauvelt 
Erastus  Miller  &  Harriet  N.  Barthelemew 
Richard  V.  Carpenter  to  Ellen  Herring. 
Pascal  Loomis  to  C.  Van  Nostrand 
W.  V.  N.  Livingston  &  Eliza  Van  Wyck 
Mr  Harris  to  Miss  Matilda  Stanniels 
Mr  Reed  to  Miss  P.  A.  Mundy 
Mr  Edward  Skinner  to  Miss  C.  A.  Duckels 
Mr  Leon  Oliver  to  Miss  Frances  Rider. 
Mr  John  Chadeayne  &  Mary  Pell 
Mr.  Terry  &  Elleanor  J.  Gardner 
David  Owens  &  Jane  E.  Jevens 
Michael  Donehue  &  Ann  Elizabeth  Thurston 
Robert  Foulds  Jr.  &  Matilda  Sheppard 
Ferris  A.  Barker  &  Gertrude  Wood 
John  W.  Ritch  &  Susan  J.  Clark 
Francis  W.  Hartly  &  Elizabeth  Ann  Terry 
Charles  W.  Bryant  to  Mary  A.  Riley 
Mr  Jean  Laukota  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Herrick 
Elias  H.  Wood  &  Angelina  Requa 
Ibrahim  Main  to  Catharine  Close 
1850    June  6th  Mr  C.  E.  Brown  to  Miss  M.  E.  Everts. 

Mr  Piste  to  Miss  Mc  Clafferty 
Aldred  D.  Hollasy  to  M.  J.  Capstey 
Alexander  W.  Stewart  to  H.  F.  Miller 
Mr  Sam1  H.  Cornell  to  Eliza  C.  Smith 
Mr  Miss  Prothier 

Albert  W.  Adams  to  Elizabeth  A.  Lecount 
Pedro  Moreno,  Rebecca  Leslie 
Charles  Lewis,  to  Mary  Twombley 
Zachariah  Butcher  to  Louisa  Puttock 
Charles  Sparks  to  Caroline  Sinclair 
Mr  William  Harris  to  Miss  Maria  Leach 
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THE  BEEKMAN  COACH. 

In  the  year  1770  Pierre  Eugene  Du  Simitiere,  artist  and  antiq- 
uary, made  a  tabulated  list  of  aristocratic  vehicles  used  in  New 
York,  Philadelphia,  and  Boston  together  with  the  owners'  names. 
The  New  York  list  shows  a  total  of  twenty-six  coaches,  thirty-three 
chariots  or  post  chaises,  and  twenty-six  phaetons  in  use  in  the  city 
at  that  time.  The  Beekman  family  coach,  now  in  the  New  York 
Room  of  the  Society,  and  illustrated  here,  is  the  only  specimen  of  its 
class  now  remaining  from  Colonial  times.  It  was  the  property  of 
James  Beekman  and  his  ledger  shows  that  in  1757  he  paid  £37  for 
a  riding  chaise,  in  1765  he  paid  Elkana  Deane  £68  for  a  new  chaise 
and  in  1767  he  purchased  a  "charriot"  for  £99:15:5,  a  phaeton  for 
£102,  and  a  pair  of  horses  for  £53,  a  total  of  £254:15:5.  The 
famous  coach  was  acquired  sometime  between  1770  and  1776  when 
it  is  referred  to.  The  Beekmans  abandoned  their  house  at  Turtle 
Bay  upon  the  occupation  of  the  city  in  1776  by  the  British  and 
mention  is  made  of  this  coach  as  having  been  stored  in  the  coach- 
house undisturbed  until  they  returned  in  1783. 

James  Beekman  died  in  1807  and  his  son  Gerard  Beekman 
had  a  son  James  William  Beekman  who  was  Domestic  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  1848-18  54  and  Second  Vice  President  of  The  New- York 
Historical  Society  1 872-1 877  and  it  is  due  to  his  care  that  we  enjoy 
this  splendid  example  of  colonial  coach  making.  When  the  Beekman 
house  was  destroyed  in  1874  ne  removed  the  coach  to  his  country 
seat  at  Oyster  Bay,  L.  I.,  where  he  constructed  a  separate  building 
for  its  reception.  There  it  remained  until  his  son  the  late  Gerard 
Beekman  presented  it  to  the  Society  on  December  11,  191 1.  The 
height  of  the  coach  is  8  feet  2  inches,  its  length  overall  13  feet  5 
inches  and  the  width  of  the  body  4  feet  4  inches.  The  rear  wheels 
are  5  feet  3^  inches  in  diameter.  It  has  folding  steps  with  leather 
pads  and  was  once  beautifully  painted.  The  door  panels  and  the 
front  and  rear  of  the  body  of  the  coach  bore  the  family  coat,  of 
arms  which  are  still  visible  and  as  the  illustration  shows  the  coach 
is  in  excellent  state  of  preservation. 
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THE  BILLOP  HOUSE. 
Mr.  Reginald  Pelham  Bolton  represented  the  Society  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Board  of  Estimate  and  Apportionment  on  January  21, 
1921,  when  the  matter  of  the  preservation  of  the  Billop  House,  at 
Tottenville,  S.  I.,  was  discussed,  speaking  in  favor  of  the  preserva- 
tion of  this  landmark.  The  Board  adopted  a  tentative  map  for  the 
establishment  of  a  park  of  about  nine  acres  in  area  including  the 
site  of  the  Billop  House. 

NOTES. 
On  January  17,   1921,  Mr.  Oscar  T.  Barck,  representing  the 
Society,  placed  a  wreath  upon  the  Statue  of  Benjamin  Franklin  in 
Park  Row  in  commemoration  of  his  birth.    About  twenty-five  Soci- 
eties and  Institutions  placed  wreaths  upon  the  statue. 

Dr.  J.  Ackerman  Coles  presented,  in  memory  of  his  sister  the 
late  Emilie  S.  Coles,  a  copy  of  "La  Sainte  Bible."  Two  large  quarto 
volumes  illustrated  by  J.  James  Tissot  and  published  by  M.  de 
Brunoff  &  Co.,  Paris,  1904.  This  copy  is  No.  27  of  the  superb  work 
handsomely  bound  by  Pagnant.  Also  a  lithograph  of  Washington 
Entering  New  York  City,  1783,  and  an  Engraving  "The  Landing  of 
the  Pilgrims. "    Engraved  by  Elijah  Hobart,  1850. 

The  Committee  on  Field  Exploration  will  be  pleased  to  hear 
from  members  of  the  Society  who  would  be  interested  in  visiting 
historic  sites  on  which  the  Committee  is  at  work. 

Messrs.  Stuyvesant  Fish,  Leonidas  Westervelt,  and  Oscar  T. 
Barck  were  elected  members  of  the  Field  Exploration  Committee. 

The  Library  of  the  Society  will  appreciate  gifts  of  books  relating 
to  the  World  War.  The  field  of  such  books  is  so  large  that  it  is 
difficult  for  the  Library  to  acquire  all  it  desires,  especially  such  books 
dealing  with  America's  part  in  the  conflict. 


LECTURES. 

April  5th       "Alaska  of  To-day,  the  Rich  Crib  of  the  World,"  by 

Miss  Victoria  Hewitt. 
May  3rd        "Mountaineering  in  the  International  Northwest,"  by 

Le  Roy  JeflFers. 
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Members 
President  Warren  G.  Harding  and  Governor  Nathan  L.  Miller 
were  elected  Honorary  Members  of  the  Society. 

The  following  candidates  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: 

Life  Annual 

Edwin  G.  Merrill  F.  Knox  Morton  Pennypacker 

Gates  W.  McGarrah  Raphael  A.  Weed 

Miss  Annie  B.  Jennings  James  H.  Schmelzel 

Dr.  Walter  B.  James  Mrs.  Hugh  D.  Auchincloss 

Henry  Pegram  Leon  S.  Altmayer 

Miss  Marie  L.  Russell  Mrs.  George  A.  Crocker,  Jr. 

Dr.  Stuyvesant  F.  Morris  Winthrop  Pitt  Tryon 

A        .  John  E.  Miller 

Associate  Thurlow  W.  Reynolds 

Maurice  Blumenthal  John  J.  Hopper 


NECROLOGY. 


Robert  B.  Suckley,  a  life  member  since  1896,  died  at  Rhinebeck, 
N.  Y.,  January  3,  1921,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 

George  W.  Van  Slyck,  a  life  member  since  1871,  died  January  26, 
1921,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs.  Adam  Gordon  Norrie,  a  life  member  since  1902,  died  Janu- 
ary 28,  1921. 

Max  J.  Wenk,  a  member  since  1920,  died  February  3,  1921,  at 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  the  57th  year  of  his  age. 

David  Barclay,  a  member  since  1901,  died  February  9,  1921,  at 
Newburg,  N.  Y. 

Charles  Howland  Russell,  a  life  member  since  1884,  died  Feb- 
ruary 19,  1921,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 

Henry  De  Forest  Weekes,  a  life  member  since  1895,  died  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1921,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age. 

James  Bliss  Townsend  a  member  since  1919,  died  March  10, 
192 1,  in  the  64th  year  of  his  age. 

Calvin  Tompkins,  a  life  member  since  1905,  died  March   13, 
1921,  in  the  62nd  year  of  his  age. 

John  T.  Sherman,  a  life  member  since  1889,  died  March  14, 
1921,  at  Stamford,  Conn. 


28  T  H  E     N  E  W-Y  ORK    HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 

NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 
By  the  Late  William  Kelby,  Librarian  of  the  Society 

XI 

Notice 

P.  Parisen,  Miniature  Painter,  will  continue  for  a  short  time  to 
take  likenesses,  finely  painted,  on  moderate  terms;  and  begs  leave 
to  inform  those  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  have  had  their  Like- 
nesses engaged,  if  they  wish  to  have  them  finished  immediately,  to 
pay  attention,  as  Mr.  P.  intends  making  a  tour  in  the  country  in  a 
short  time,  and  will  be  absent  three  months. 

N.  B.  All  kinds  of  Hair  Devices  executed  in  the  most  elegant 
style,  at  No.  252  William-street. 

[Commercial  Advertiser,  Tuesday  Evening,  August  3,  1802.] 

A  Card 
P.  Parisen's  compliments  to  the  ladies  and  gentlemen,  and  begs 
leave  to  inform  them,  that  in  consequence  of  the  number  of  appli- 
cations for  Likenesses,  he  has  declined  taking  his  intended  tour  in 
the  country  for  this  season,  and  will  continue  to  paint  Likenesses  in 
Miniature  at  No.  252  William-street,  where  specimens  of  his  per- 
formance may  be  seen. 

N.  B.     Devices  of  all  kinds  executed  with  real  hair. 
[Commercial  Advertiser,  Thursday  Evening,  September  2,  1802.] 

Non  Lingua  Pinxit  Appelles 

Columbian  Academy  of  Painting, 

No.  79  Liberty-Street. 

Archibald  Robertson,  Portrait  &  Miniature  Painter,  begs  leave 

to  acquaint  his  pupils,  that  his  classes  for  the  ensuing  season  are 

now  altered  from  the  morning  to  the  afternoon,  from  3  till  5  o'clock, 

on  Tuesdays,  Thursdays  and  Saturdays. 

He  begs  leave  to  add,  that  to  his  very  numerous  collection  of 
Patterns,  he  has  added  this  summer  very  considerably;  and  is  in 
daily  expectation  by  the  first  arrivals,  to  receive  some  very  superior 
additions  in  figures  and  landscapes,  by  the  first  artists. 

His  pupils  are  instructed  in  Painting  and  Drawing  in  the  most 
approved  manner. 
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JOHN  DE  PEYSTER   (1731-1807) 
By  Charles  Willson  Peak 
(Owned  by  the  Society) 
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All  kinds  of  painting  on  silk  and  ivory  executed. 
Likenesses  in  Portraits  and  Miniature,  painted  as  usual. 
Private  Tuition  as  hitherto. 
[Commercial  Advertiser,  Tuesday  Evening,  September  21,  1802.] 

Academy  of  Arts — We  understand  that  the  statues  received 
from  Paris  are  found  to  be  in  the  most  admirable  order.  The 
rotunda  of  the  Pantheon  is  preparing  for  their  reception,  and  will 
be  open  for  exhibition  in  a  few  weeks,  in  a  manner  worthy  of  an 
institution  which  will,  we  trust,  be  an  ornament  to  the  city,  and  an 
honor  to  its  founders. 

[Commercial  Advertiser,  Tuesday  Evening,  June  7,  1803.] 

Fine  Arts. — With  much  pleasure  we  inform  the  citizens  of  New- 
York,  that  by  the  late  arrivals  from  Paris,  &c,  the  members  of 
the  society  of  "Fine  Arts,"  have  received  some  very  elegant  Casts 
of  Gothic  Statues — amongst  which  is,  a  beautiful  Cast  of  a  Dying 
Gladiator,  which,  for  elegance  of  figure,  masterly  workmanship,  and 
richness  of  the  hue,  surpasses  any,  either  in  London  or  Paris.  By 
the  diligence  of  Mr.  Livingston,  our  minister  at  Paris,  the  society 
has  received  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  rare  casts,  which  will 
be  exhibited  at  the  building  (formerly  the  Pantheon)  in  a  few  days, 
which  has  been  fitted  up  for  their  reception. 

"A  Member." 

[Commercial  Advertiser,  Wednesday  Evening,  June  15,  1803.] 

How  gratifying  it  must  be  for  every  American  to  see  with  what 
rapid  progression  the  Fine  Arts  are  making  their  way  in  our  coun- 
try. The  other  day  I  called  to  see  the  picture  of  a  friend  of  mine, 
who  was  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  artist. — Finding  the  door  half  open, 
I  walked  in  without  knocking;  I  looked  around,  and  saw  in  a  corner 
of  the  room  a  beautiful  lady,  whose  modest  appearance  struck  me 
with  that  profound  respect  virtue  generally  inspires. — Madam,  said 
I,  pray  is  Mr.  Rauschner  at  home?  No  answer.  I  repeated  the 
question  a  second  time,  approaching  some  steps  towards  her;  but 
seeing  a  naked  infant  on  her  lap  half  covered  with  part  of  her  gar- 
ment, the  silence  she  kept  and  the  modesty  of  the  charming  mother, 
whose  eyes  were  constantly  fixed  on  the  babe,  seemed  to  bid  me  to 
withdraw:  I  withdrew  without  further  question.  When  nearly 
down  stairs,  I  met  the  artist,  who  made  an  apology  for  his  not  having 
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been  sooner  in  his  laboratory  to  receive  me;  but  begged  me  to  walk 
up  stairs  again.  I  desired  to  be  excused,  not  wishing  to  disturb  his 
lady,  who  was,  I  said,  very  seriously  contemplating  her  infant  child. 
He  burst  into  a  laugh,  took  me  by  the  hand,  and  in  spite  of  my 
modesty,  introduced  me  to  the  lady,  insisting  on  my  touch- 
ing her  hand. — When  I  complied  with  his  request,  the  curtain 
of  delusion  disappeared — I  saw  that  they  were  inanimate,  and  that 
in  room  of  flesh  and  blood  of  the  finest  carnation,  they  were  solid, 
cold  limbs  and  features,  formed  of  wax — "The  figures  that  you  see," 
said  the  artist,  "is  the  Virgin  Mary,  contemplating  our  Saviour." 
After  I  had  satisfied  my  curiosity,  and  paid  the  modern  Michael 
Angelo  the  compliment  his  extraordinary  talents  deserves,  he  in- 
troduced me  into  another  room,  where  he  was  finishing  a  venerable 
grey  bearded  man,  which  he  told  me  was  Joseph;  and  finally  ex- 
plained to  me  that  these  three  figures  were  intended  to  represent 
the  Holy  Family,  which  he  was  to  exhibit  at  Christmas  to  the 
friends  of  Christianity,  and  amateurs  of  arts.  I  may  say  with  candor 
that  I  have  visited  all  the  cabinets  of  wax  work  through  different 
parts  of  Europe  where  I  have  traveled,  and  have  never  been  de- 
ceived by  the  best  figures  of  that  kind,  but  in  New- York. 

Columbus. 
[Commercial  Advertiser,  Tuesday  Evening,  December  13,   1803.] 

Likenesses  Engraved. 

The  Subscriber,  late  partner  of  Mr.  St.  Mesnin,  respectfully  in- 
forms the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of  New- York,  that  after  an  absence 
of  six  years  from  this  city  he  has  again  returned,  and  offers  his 
services  to  them  in  his  professional  line.  The  terms  are  always  the 
same,  that  is,  #25  for  a  large  likeness,  #12  for  small  Engravings, 
including  the  copper  plate,  for  Gentlemen,  and  $35  for  Ladies,  and 
#38  for  large  likeness,  without  the  engraving.  For  further  particu- 
lars, apply  at  his  Room,  No.  128  William  street,  between  John  and 
Fair-streets,  where  a  great  number  of  Portraits  of  distinguished 
persons  may  be  seen. 

L.  Lemet 

[New-York    Commercial    Advertiser^     Friday   Evening,   March    15, 

1805. 


EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE 


FIRST    CLASS — FOR    ONE    YEAR,    ENDING    1922 

JAMES  BENEDICT 
RICHARD  HENRY  GREENE 
ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 


THIRD    CLASS — FOR    THREE    YEARS,    ENDING 
1924 

THOMAS  T.  SHERMAN 

HENRY  F.  DEPUY 

WILLIAM  DENNISTOWN  MURPHY 


FOURTH  CLASS — FOR  FOUR  YEARS,  ENDING  192^ 

SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN 

ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 

FRANK  BRINLEY  PORTER 


SECOND  CLASS — FOR  TWO  YEARS,  ENDING  I923 

J.  ARCHIBALD  MURRAY 

B.  W.  B.  BROWN 
JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.D. 

SAMUEL  V.  HOFFMAN,  Chairman 
ROBERT  H.  KELBY,  Secretary 
[The   President,   Vice-Presidents,   Recording   Secretary,   Treasurer,   and   Librarian   an 
members  of  the  Executive  Committee.] 
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ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 

COMMITTEE  ON  LIBRARY 

ROBERT  H.  KELBY 

ARTHUR  H.  MASTEN 
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F.  ROBERT  SCHELL 
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STUYVESANT  FISH 

F.  ROBERT  SCHELL 

ARCHER  M.  HUNTINGTON 

COMMITTEE  ON  FINE  ARTS 

JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.D. 

JAMES  BENEDICT 

WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

COMMITTEE  ON  PLAN  AND  SCOPE 

HENRY  F.  DE  PUY 
WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 
WALTER  JENNINGS 


COMMITTEE  ON  MEMBERSHIP 

WALTER  L.  SUYDAM 

JOHN  E.  STILLWELL,  M.D. 

WILLIAM  DENNISTOWN  MURPHY 
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BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND. 

This  island,  the  name  of  which  is  so  familiar  to  all  New  Yorkers, 
has  recently  (April,  1921)  been  changed  to  "Welfare  Island"  by 
action  of  the  Board  of  Aldermen.    Without  a  public  hearing  or  ad- 
vance notice  this  change  was  effected  and  the  historic  associations 
which  the  name  Blackwell  has  held  for  the  interested  inquirer  are 
at  once  dimmed  and  in  time  our  local  history  is  in  this  way  destroyed. 
For  it  is  often  the  interest  of  people  to  know  how  and  why  a  street 
or  locality  received  its  name  which  leads  them  to  learn  more  of  our 
local  history  and  of  the  individuals  who  helped  to  make  it,  inspiring 
them  to  seek  the  pleasure  of  recalling  the  delightfulness  of  the  past. 
In  this  instance  the  name  of  Blackwell  has  been  associated  with 
that  island  for  245  years  and  a  sketch  of  its  history  is  here  related: 
It  was  known  to  the  Indians  as  "Minnahanock"  meaning  on  or 
"at  the  Island"1    and  was  purchased  from  them  July  16,  1637,  by 
Governor  Wouter  Van  Twiller  for  his  estate.  2    The  Dutch  named 
it  "Varcken"  Island  meaning  Hog.    As  early  as  August  30,  1642,  a 
report  of  referees  as  to  improvements  on  Varckens  island  made  by 
Jan  Claessen  Alteras  shows  that  he  had  spent  three  hundred  gilders 
in  the  construction  of  a  house,  goat-pen,  sowed  garden,  and  fences 
which  Governor  William  Kieft  was  to  pay  on  account  of  the  West 
India  Company  to  Jan  Claessen  Alteras. 3    This  is  the  earliest  record 
of  an  inhabitant  on  the  Island  after  its  purchase  from  the  Indians. 
In  July,  1652,  the  Indian  sale  to  Van  Twiller  was  declared  void  by 
Governor  Stuyvesant   and  the   same  year  granted   the   Island   to 
Captain  Francis  Fyn  by  order  of  the  West  India  Company,  who  on 
May  10,  1652,  wrote  to  Governor  Stuyvesant  enclosing  a  copy  of 
their  resolution  granting  the  Island  to  Captain  Fyn  and  stating 
that  they  had  since  been  informed  that  the  Island  "would  be  par- 
ticularly useful  for  the  Company  in  the  imminent  or  any  future  dif- 
ferences with  the  English  being  adapted  for  fortifications  to  be  built 


1  From  Menahan,  Island,  and  uck,  place.     Beauchamp's  Aboriginal  Place  Names  of  New 
York,  p.  130. 

20'Callaghan's  History  of  New  Netherlands  Vol.  i,  p.  174.    Year  Book,  Holland  Society, 
1901,  p.  122.     Doc's  relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  New  York,  Vol.  14,  p.  5. 

3  Translation,  New  York  Colonial  Manuscripts,  Vol.  2,  p.  29,  N.  Y.  State  Library. 
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thereon  to  defend  our  places"  and  trusts  he  will  "have  an  eye  upon 
the  interests  of  the  Company  and  the  shareholders  and  inform  us  of 
your  opinion."  4 

The  Resolution  of  the  Amsterdam  Chamber  of  the  West  India 
Company,  dated  May  2,  1652,  reads  as  follows: 

"At  the  request  of  Hendrick  Fredrick  Monsvelt,  father  in  law  of 
Francoys  Fyn,  it  was  approved  to  write  to  the  Director  and  Coun- 
cillors of  New  Netherland,  that  if  the  Company  cannot  be  con- 
siderably injured  or  prejudiced  by  the  cession  of  Varchens  Island, 
that  Francoys  Fyn  shall  be  accommodated  with  the  same.  And  in 
case  the  said  Varchens  Island,  for  above  stated  reasons,  must  be 
retained,  then  he  shall  be  shown  and  granted  other  fit  lands  there 
for  cultivation."  5 

Fyn  apparently  leased  the  Island  and  that  there  was  some  dis- 
pute in  reference  to  it  is  shown  by  an  entry  in  the  register  of  Solomon 
La  Chair,  viz.: 

"Petition  regarding  judgment  pronounced  March  7,  1662  con- 
cerning the  lease  of  Varchens  island,  etc.  Answer  of  Pieter  Lam- 
berts, defendant,  to  Matheus  De  Vos,  attorney  of  Francoys  Fyn, 
complainant."  6 

Under  the  terms  of  the  capitulation  of  the  Dutch  to  the  English 
and  by  the  decree  of  October  10,  1665  this  island  was  confiscated 
and  on  February  3,  1668  was  granted  to  Captain  John  Manning, 
who  had  been  appointed  Sheriff  of  New  York.7 

It  thereafter  bore  the  name  of  Manning's  Island.  Captain  Man- 
ning was  a  mariner  and  appears  in  the  records  of  the  General  Court 
at  New  Haven,  Conn.,  on  April  26,  1654,  where  he  was  charged  with 
trading  with  the  enemy,  the  Dutch,  the  previous  winter  and  sup- 
plying them  with  provisions.  Upon  instructions  from  the  Governor 
he  was  examined  at  Milford,  Conn.,  April  19,  1654,  in  reference  to 
his  trade  with  "Munnadoes"  [Manhattan]  and    "Vergenia."     His 


4  Doc's  relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  New  York,  Vol.  2,  p.  182.  Brodhead's  History 
of  New  York,  Vol.  1,  p.  536. 

5  Translation  from  Dutch  Records  N.  Y.  Colonial  Manuscript,  Vol.  2,  p.  67,  N.  Y.  State 
Library. 

G  Year  Book,  Holland  Society,  1900,  p.  138. 

7  Brodhead's  History  of  New  York,  Vol.  2,  p.  138. 
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answers  not  being  satisfactory  he  was  brought  to  New  Haven  before 
the  Governor  and  the  General  Court  who  found  him  guilty  and 
confiscated  his  vessel  and  all  his  goods.  8 

On  July  24,  1667,  Captain  John  Manning  was  appointed  Sheriff 
of  New  York  9  and  enjoyed  the  confidence  of  Governor  Lovelace  in 
whose  absence  he  was  in  command  of  Fort  James,  and  it  was  while 
he  was  thus  in  charge  that  on  August  9,  1673,  he  surrendered  the 
City  of  New  York  to  the  Dutch  for  which  he  was  court  martialed 


BLACKWELL'S  ISLAND 
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on  February  2,  1675,  and  accused  of  treachery  and  cowardice. 10 
While  his  life  was  spared  he  was  publicly  disgraced,  after  which  he 
retired  to  his  Island  where  he  continued  to  live  and  entertain  friends. 
The  Rev.  Charles  Wooley  in  his  journal  kept  while  in  New  York 


8  New  Haven  Colonial  Records,  1635-1665,  p.  68-; 

9  New  York  Civil  List,  1888,  p.  524. 

10  Brodhead's  History  of  New  York,  Vol.  2,  p.  276. 
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1678-1680  speaks  of  Captain  Manning  being  condemned  to  exile 
"to  a  small  Island  from  his  name,  called  Manning's  Island*  where  I 
have  been  several  times  with  the  said  Captain,  whose  entertainment 
was  commonly  a  Bowl  of  Rum-Punch."  n 

Previously  on  August  1,  1668,  there  had  been  a  settlement  of  the 
Island  in  a  deed  of  trust  to  Matthias  Nicoll  for  use  of  said  Mann- 
ing during  life  and  after  his  death  for  use  of  his  wife  and  then  to 
Mary  Manningham  (said  to  be  a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Manning  by  a 
former  husband)  and  in  default  of  her  heirs  to  her  brother  Henry 
Manningham.  12 

Mrs.  Manning  died  in  1673  13  while  on  a  voyage  to  England  with 
the  Captain  after  the  surrender  of  New  York,  where  he  went  to  see 
the  King  and  explain  his  actions  in  surrendering  the  city. 

On  April  26,  1676,  Mary  Manningham  and  Robert  Blackwell 
were  granted  a  marriage  license  14  and  from  this  time  the  name 
Blackwell  is  associated  with  the  Island. 

How  long  after  Captain  Manning  lived  is  not  known,  but  on 
March  25,  1685,  Mary  Manningham  alias  Blackwell  entered  a  caveat 
that  the  patent  of  Manning's  Island  may  not  be  granted  to  John 
Manning  longer  than  "durante  vita"  till  the  same  be  decided  before 
the  governor.  15 

The  last  mention  of  him  is  in  the  will  of  Matthew  Taylor  of 
New  York,  dated  February  20,  1687-8,  in  which  John  Manning, 
of  Manning's  Island,  received  20  shillings  to  buy  a  ring  and  is  ac- 
quitted of  any  claims  due  the  testator  which  according  to  an  inven- 
tory of  the  Taylor  estate  was  "a  mortgage  of  John  Manning,  his 
Island."  16 

Robert  Blackwell  is  mentioned  as  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Elizabeth,  New  Jersey,  from  the  fact  that  a  deed  mentions  him  as 
"late  of  Elizabeth-town,  in  New  Jersey,  merchant."  He  died  about 
1717,  leaving  a  son  Jacob  who  married  Mary  Hallett.     In  the  will 


11  A  Two  Years  Journal  in  New  York,  by  C.  W.,  London,  1701,  Reprinted,  New  York, 
i860,  p.  47. 

12  Ibid.,  p.  90;   Hoffman's  Estates  &  Rights,  p.  147. 

13  The  Manning  Family,  1902,  p.  803. 

14  New  York  Marriage  Licenses,  i860,  p.  31. 

15  Calendar  of  English  Manuscripts,  p.  148. 
10  Abstracts  of  Wills,  Vol.  2,  p.  388,  390. 


QUARTERLY     BULLETIN  39 

of  son  Jacob,  proved  December  19,  1744,  no  mention  of  the  Island 
is  made,  but  his  son,  Jacob,  born  November  20,  1717,  and  died 
October  24,  1780,  leaves  a  will  dated  August  29,  1779,  in  which  he 
leaves  to  his  sons  James  and  Jacob  "my  Island  known  by  the  name 
of  Blackwell's  Island."  17 

During  the  Revolutionary  War  after  the  retreat  of  the  American 
Army  from  Long  Island  the  British  extended  themselves  a  consid- 
erable length  on  the  shore  bordering  the  Sound  and  a  large  number 
of  them  landed  on  Blackwell's  Island  "about  three  miles  from  the 
city,"  but  the  shot  from  the  batteries  soon  made  them  recross  the 
river.  18  In  1782  a  contemporary  newspaper  states  "that  Sir  Guy 
Carleton  has  visited  all  the  prison  ships  at  New  York,  minutely 
examined  into  the  situation  of  the  prisoners  and  expressed  his  in- 
tentions of  having  them  better  provided  for:  That  they  were  to  be 
landed  on  Blackwell's  Island,  in  New  York  harbour  in  the  day  time, 
during  the  hot  season."  19 

Two  years  later  after  the  peace  we  find  the  first  advertisement 
ofFering  for  sale  Blackwell's  Island.  It  was  offered  by  James  Black- 
well  to  whom  with  his  brother  Jacob  it  was  bequeathed  in  1780. 
This  charming  advertisement  is  so  descriptive  of  the  Island  that  it  is 
here  printed  in  full: 

For  Sale,  that  pleasant  agreeably  situated  Island,  known  by  the 

name  of 

BLACKWELL'S   ISLAND, 

On  the  East  River,  about  four  miles  from  this  city. 

It  is  without  exception  one  of  the  most  healthy  situations  in  this 
state.  It  is  remarkable  for  the  number  of  fish  and  fowl  that  is  caught 
there  in  the  different  seasons.  There  is  on  the  premises,  two  small 
Dwelling  Houses,  a  Barn,  Bake  and  Fowl  House,  Cyder  Mill;  a 
large  Orchard,  containing  450  of  the  best  grafted  fruit  trees,  such 
as  Newton  &  golden  pippins,  spitsinburghs,  peirmans,  bow  apples, 
pears,  peaches,  plumbs,  cherries,  &c.    There  is  a  number  of  the  best 


17  Hatfield's  History  of  Elizabeth,  N.  J.,  p.  69;    Riker's  Newtown,  L.  I.,  p.  354;  Abstracts 
of  Wills,  Vol.  X,  p.  5. 

l%  Norwich  Packet,  September  23,  1776. 
19  New  Jersey  Gazette,  July  24,  1782. 
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stone  quarries,  ready  cleared  to  begin  breaking  immediately;  and 
the  subscriber  has  a  complete  set  of  quarry  tools,  with  all  his  farming 
utensils  and  stock  to  dispose  of  at  the  same  time.  The  Island 
abounds  with  running  springs  of  most  excellent  water.  The  above 
contains  107  acres,  eight  of  which  are  salt  meadow,  and  the  whole 
has  been  considerably  improved  with  manure,  and  in  good  fence. 

Any  person  inclining  to  purchase  the  whole  or  half  of  the  said 
Island,  may  be  further  informed  by  enquiring  at  Mr.  Joseph  Hallet's, 
No.  204,  Water  Street,  New  York,  or  on  the  premises  of 

JAMES   BLACKWELL20 

But  apparently  nothing  came  of  this  offer  to  sell  the  Island,  and 
the  reason  for  offering  it  may  be  judged  from  a  subsequent  notice 
in  the  newspapers  of  1785  which  states  that  James  Blackwell  is  an 
insolvent  debtor  and  all  his  estate  was  assigned  to  James  Hallett 
and  Joseph  Stringham  as  assignees,  who  requested  all  creditors  to 
produce  their  accounts  before  September  1,  1785,  on  which  date  a 
settlement  would  be  made  and  that  on  April  20,  1785,  the  Southwest 
part  of  Blackwell's  Island  with  two  small  houses,  "barn,  bake  house 
and  cyder  mill,"  an  orchard,  stock  and  farming  utensils,  household 
and  kitchen  furniture  would  be  sold  at  public  vendue.  On  the  same 
day  Jacob  Blackwell  offered  the  northeast  part  of  the  Island  for 
sale,  both  parts  completing  the  whole  Island.  21 

In  spite  of  these  circumstances  and  offers  of  sale  the  Island  re- 
mained in  the  hands  of  the  Blackwell  family,  for  on  January  22,  1794, 
half  of  it  was  again  advertised  for  sale  and  for  particulars  to  inquire 
of  Joseph  Hallett,  204  Water  Street  or  of  the  subscriber,  Josiah 
Blackwell  at  Newtown,  L.  1. 22 

On  April  9,  1823,  James  Blackwell  and  wife  Elizabeth  deeded 
the  Island  in  consideration  of  $30,000  to  James  L.  Bell. 23  Bell  died 
at  his  residence  on  Blackwell's  Island  on  January  12,  1825,  and  by 
a  foreclosure  the  Island  again  became  the  property  of  James  Black- 
well  who,  on  July  19,  1828,  conveyed  it  to  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  New  York  for  #32,500. 24 


20  Loudon's  New  York  Packet,  March  8,  1784. 

21  Loudon's  New  York  Packet,  March  10,  1785. 

22  Greenleaf's  N.  Y.  Journal,  January  22,  1794. 

23  New  York  Register's  Office,  Liber  168,  p.  137. 

24  New  York  Register's  Office,  Liber  239,  p.  287. 
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A  claim  set  up  by  Magdalena  Bell,  widow  of  James  L.  Bell,  con- 
tested the  title  in  this  transfer  which  was  settled  on  September  n, 
1844,  by  the  payment  of  #20,000  by  the  City  to  Mrs.  Bell. 25 

Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Hallett)  Blackwell,  wife  of  James,  died  at  Black- 
well's  Island,  April  17,  1823.  He  died  November  25,  183 1,  aged 
eighty  years. 

The  City  purchased  Blackwell's  Island  as  a  site  for  a  peniten- 
tiary, the  corner-stone  of  which  was  laid  July  10,  1828,  and  the 
address  delivered  by  the  Rev.  John  Stanford.  The  Comptrollers 
Report  of  the  City  of  New  York  for  1829  states  the  building  cost 
#16,569.88. 

On  July  22,  1858,  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  hospital  on  Black- 
well's  Island  was  laid,  the  building  of  which  is  on  the  site  of  the  old 
one  and  the  cost  estimated  at  #150,000, 26  the  old  Hospital  having 
burned  on  February  13,  1858. 27 

The  Island,  since  its  acquisition  by  the  City  has  become  the  home 
for  its  hospitals,  Asylum  and  corrective  institutions.  During  its 
long  tenure  by  the  Blackwell  family  it  was  the  scene  of  many  enter- 
tainments of  that  family  whose  records  show  numerous  marriage 
ceremonies  were  performed  there  and  these  associations  are  founda- 
tion stones  of  our  local  history.  Why  then  should  a  name  of  such 
long  association  be  substituted  for  one  which  conveys  nothing  of 
all  that  has  gone  before.  In  191 1  an  effort  was  made  to  change  the 
name  of  this  Island  to  "Hospital  Island,"  but  protests  successfully 
prevented  it.  Without  notice  "Welfare  Island"  is  now  a  reality 
and  the  name  Blackwell  erased. 

On  April  17,  192 1,  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Society 
adopted  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 

WHEREAS,  The  New  York  Historical  Society  has  learned  that 
by  a  recent  resolution  passed  by  the  Board  of  Aldermen  in  the  City 
of  New  York,  the  historic  name  of  Blackwell's  Island  was  changed 
to  Welfare  Island  and 

WHEREAS,  no  public  hearing  was  held  upon  the  resolution 
effecting  this  change  and  the  citizens  of  the  City  in  general  had  no 
opportunity  of  expressing  their  views  upon  it  and 

25  New  York  Register's  Office,  Liber  451,  p.  403,  405. 

26  New  York  Commercial  Advertiser,  July  23,  1858. 
21  New  York  Times,  February  15,  1858. 
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WHEREAS,  the  name  of  Blackwell  has  been  associated  for  245 
years  with  the  history  of  the  Island  and 

WHEREAS,  the  change  of  name  will  only  help  to  destroy  an 
interesting  hit  of  our  local  history,  therefore  be  it 

RESOLVED,  that  it  is  the  sense  of  The  New  York  Historical 
Society  that  the  name  of  Blackwell's  Island  should  be  restored  and 
retained  for  the  historic  associations  it  holds. 

On  the  same  day,  Alderman  Bruce  M.  Falconer  introduced  a 
resolution  in  the  Board  of  Aldermen  asking  for  the  restoration  of 
the  name  of  Blackwell's  Island  and  the  Society  was  represented  by 
Mr.  Oscar  T.  Barck  to  urge  the  resolution  being  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Public  Thoroughfares  in  order  that  a  public  hearing 
might  be  had  on  the  change  of  name.  This  was  accomplished  and 
there  the  matter  rests  until  October  next  when  it  is  hoped  the  Com- 
mittee will  consent  to  a  hearing. 
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STAMP  ACT  ACTIVITIES  IN  NEW  YORK,  1765. 

From  Lt.  Gov.  Cadwaliader  Colden  papers,  is  the  following  inter- 
esting report  of  the  engineers  for  putting  Fort  George  (now  the  site 
of  the  Custom  House,  Bowling  Green)  in  a  proper  state  of  defence 
in  view  of  the  difficulties  arising  with  the  Inhabitants  over  the  en- 
forcement of  the  Stamp  Act: 

Fort  George  2d  Nov1"   1765 

The  most  necessary  &  Expeditious  way  of  putting  this  Fort  in 
an  immediate  posture  of  defence. 

A  Number  of  Barrells  Boxes  or  such  Instruments  as  will  contain 
a  sufficient  quantity  of  earth  to  make  them  Musquet  proof  to  be  put 
on  the  Saliant  Angles  of  the  Bastions  to  form  a  Lodgement  for  12 
Men  each,  filld  with  earth  4  f1 6ln  high.  The  Earth  for  filling  of  them 
to  be  taken  from  the  inside  of  the  parapet  leaving  only  a  Banquet 
inside  of  the  Barrells  Boxes  &c  A  piece  of  Artillery  behind  those 
lodgements  towards  the  Shoulders  of  the  Bastions. 

Two  Pieces  of  light  Artillery  covered  with  their  Mantelets  &c 
to  be  mounted  on  each  Flank  &  the  Shoulders  rais'd  to  cover  them. 

A  Howitzer  to  be  mounted  on  each  Curtin  towards  the  Town 

The  Crows  feet  to  be  Scattered  to  the  Gate,  sorties  and  other 
practicable  Avenues  to  the  Fort. 

All  the  Remainder  of  the  Chevaux  des  frises  to  be  fix'd  and  ready 
to  plant  along  the  places  where  the  parapet  remains  en  barbel  and 
to  be  Steadied  by  some  Earth  thrown  against  them 

A  Lodgment  of  Mattresses  or  Bedding  or  anything  proper  to 
make  a  Covering  'a  top  of  the  large  House  for  a  Serjeant  &  12  good 
men  who  have  been  practised  to  firing. 

One  hundred  hand  Grenades  to  be  lodg'd  at  each  Curtin  &  forty 
near  each  small  lodgment  on  the  Points  of  the  Bastion  to  be  loaded 
&  ready  to  be  lighted  &  thrown. 

The  Gate  to  be  Barricaded  within  at  Night  as  fast  as  possible  & 
two  pieces  of  large  Artillery  to  be  planted  against,  &  two  light  pieces 
at  some  distance  behind  the  Chevaux  des  frises. 

The  several  Fronts  of  the  Fort  to  be  disencumber'd  from  the 
Buildi  ngs  &c 
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THE  NOTICE  PUT  UP  AT  THE  COFFEE  HOUSE  NOV  .6    1765 

'Twou'd  be  necessary  for  the  defence  of  the  Fort  if  Cap*  Ken- 
nedy's House  1  was  taken  possession  of  as  it  commands  two  Fronts 
the  most  accessible  of  the  Fort. 

Proper  Instruments  &  Workmen  for  the  defence  should  be  im- 
mediately provided  and  a  sufficient  number  of  Men  at  least  three 
hundred.    Notwithstanding  the  above  Improvements  for  the  defence 


1  Site  of  No.  1  Broadwa 
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of  the  place,  it's  still  under  great  inconveniencies  arising  principally 
from  the  want  of  proper  cover  within,  &  being  commanded  by  the 
Circumjacent  Buildings. 

Harry  Gordon 
C.  Fowers 
John  Montressor 
Three  days  after  this  report  was  made,  November  5, 1765,  Lt.  Gov. 
Colden  yielded  to  the  popular  demand  and  delivered  the  Stamped 
paper  to  the  Mayor  and  Common  Council  declaring  he  would  have 
nothing  to  do  with  it.    The  following  day,  November  6th,  1765,  the 
paper  illustrated  was  put  up  at  the  Coffee  House  where  it  remained 
during  the  day  and  taken   down   after  night   and   brought  to  the 
Governor. 

It  reads:   To  the  Freeholders  &  Inhabitants  of  the  Citv  of  New 
York 
Gentlemen 

We  have  now  the  Stamp'd  Papers  in  our  own  Hands,  so  that 
there  is  a  Prospect  of  our  enjoying  Peace  once  more;  all  then  that 
we  have  to  do  is  to  promote  this  Peace;  to  do  which  we  are  under 
many  Obligations;   of  which  what  follows  will  be  a  Proof; 

Ist  We  have  entirely  accomplish'd  all  we  wanted  in  rescuing  the 
Stamps  from  the  Hands  of  our  inveterate  Enemy;  to  proceed  any 
farther  then  would  only  hurt  the  good  Cause  in  which  we  are  en- 
gaged. 

2ily  As  we  have  promised,  both  for  ourselves  &  by  our  Repre- 
sentatives whom  we  ourselves  have  chosen,  that  if  the  Stamps  were 
lodged  in  the  Hands  of  these  our  Representatives  (as  they  now  are) 
we  would  be  quiet  &  no  Harm  should  be  done,  the  Honour  &  Credit 
of  the  City  lie  at  Stake,  &  shall  we  ruin  our  own  Credit?  I  am  per- 
suaded no  one  would  be  so  infatuated  as  to  attempt  it. 

Let  us  then  as  we  have  joined  Hand  in  Hand  in  effecting  the 
Peace  that  now  subsists  also  join  in  preserving  it.  This  will  Shew 
that  we  have  Conduct  as  well  as  Courage,  prove  that  we  have  acted, 
not  as  a  Mob,  but  as  Friends  to  Liberty,  &  be  as  Strong  an  Argu- 
ment as  we  can  use  to  obtain  a  Repeal  of  the  Stamp  Act. 


©  International 
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THE  LIBERTY  POLE   DEDICATION 

Under  the  most  ideal  weather  conditions  on  the  afternoon  of  Flag 
Day,  June  14th,  1921,  the  sixth  Liberty  Pole  was  dedicated  on  the 
site  of  the  former  Poles  of  Revolutionary  days  in  City  Hall  Park. 
This  replica  is  a  gift  to  the  City  from  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  in 
the  State  of  New  York  and  The  New  York  Historical  Society  who 
jointly  carried  the  project  to  completion. 

Two  thousand  seats  were  placed  on  the  grass  plot  where  the  pole 
stands  and  a  grand  stand  for  invited  guests  faced  the  audience.  Mr. 
Robert  Olyphant,  President  of  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  described 
the  history  and  purpose  of  the  erection  of  this  replica  of  the  old 
Liberty  Flag  Pole,  and  Mr.  John  A.  Weekes,  President  of  The  New 
York  Historical  Society,  made  the  presentation  address.  Park  Com- 
missioner Francis  D.  Gallatin  and  His  Honor,  John  F.  Hylan,  Mayor 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  accepted  the  Pole  on  behalf  of  the  City. 
Miss  Kathryn  Bayard  Montgomery  unfoiled  the  flag  in  which  was 
wrapped  hundreds  of  tiny  flags  that  floated  down  among  the 
five  hundred  school  children  assembled  there  to  sing  "The  Star 
Spangled  Banner,"  "America,"  and  "America  the  Beautiful."  The 
exercises  were  fittingly  concluded  with  an  inspiring  address  of  Sena- 
tor Frank  B.  Willis  of  Ohio  leaving  no  doubt  in  the  minds  of  his 
hearers  as  to  what  the  Liberty  Pole  and  the  American  flag  meant. 

A  parade  headed  by  the  New  York  Fire  Department  Band 
marched  up  Broadway  from  Fraunces  Tavern  to  the  site  in  City 
Hall  Park  and  included  the  members  of  the  Society  of  the  Cincin- 
nati, Tammany  Society  or  Columbian  Order,  The  New  York  His- 
torical Society,  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  and  Sons  of  the  American 
Revolution. 

The  main  mast  of  the  Liberty  Pole  is  the  gift  of  the  West  Coast 
Lumbermen's  Association  of  Seattle,  Washington,  and  the  top  mast 
was  presented  by  Mr.  F.  C.  Deering  of  Saco,  Maine,  thus  joining 
the  West  and  the  East  in  the  enterprise.  It  was  a  glorious  occasion, 
well  done.    Long  may  the  spirit  of  that  day  live. 
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NOTES 

The  Executive  Committee  at  its  meeting  in  April  received  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Robert  H.  Kelby  that  on  account  of  illnes  he 
felt  unable  to  continue  the  active  duties  of  Librarian  of  the  Society 
and  asked  to  be  relieved  from  such  duties  and  resigned  from  the 
office  of  Librarian.  The  Executive  Committee  with  great  regret 
accepted  his  resignation.  Mr.  Kelby  has  been  in  the  employ  of  the 
Society  for  fifty-three  years  and  has  acted  as  its  Librarian  since  1899. 
The  Executive  Committee  then  duly  appointed  Mr.  Kelby  Librarian 
Emeritus  in  an  advisory  capacity  for  the  balance  of  his  term.  Mr. 
Alexander  J.  Wall,  who  has  been  Assistant  Librarian  for  twenty- 
three  years,  was  elected  Librarian  of  the  Society. 

Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman  presented  a  Blue  China  Pitcher  and 
Bowl  made  to  commemorate  the  opening  of  the  Erie  Canal,  1825. 

A  Painting  of  the  Billopp  House  by  Fred  W.  Koch  [?]  was  pre- 
sented by  the  Estate  of  Ira  K.  Morris. 

Mr.  Maurice  Blumenthal  presented  one  snuffer,  brass  ink  well 
with  quill  knife,  two  buckles,  thirteen  spoons  (brass  and  pewter), 
fragments  of  clay  pipes  and  fragments  of  pottery,  glassware  and 
china,  three  bullets,  rum  bottles,  seven  porcelain  pot  covers,  2  can- 
nonballs,  and  part  of  an  anchor  found  at  Broad  and  Front  Streets 
excavation,  1920. 

Miss  Louise  Whitin  presented  a  white  glass  mug  made  in  com- 
memoration of  the  admittance  of  the  State  of  Vermont  into  the 
Union  in  1791. 

The  following  letters  were  presented  by  Mrs.  W.  Herbert  Wash- 
ington: Letter  of  Patrick  Henry  to  Dolphin  Drew  dated  Wmsburgh, 
June  10,  1777;  Letter  of  Daniel  Morgan  to  Dolphin  Drew  dated 
Woodbury  clove,  June  16,  1779;  Letter  of  George  Washington  to 
Warner  Washington  dated  Mt.  Vernon,  November  9,  1787. 

Captain  Richard  Henry  Greene  presented  forty-one  discharges 
from  the  United  States  Army,  1 861-1870,  and  twenty  miscellaneous 
documents  consisting  of  transcripts  of  death  records,  letters  of  guard- 
ianship, commissions,  powers  of  attorney,  etc.,  used  for  pension  claims. 
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Mrs.  Byam  Kerby  Stevens  presented  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  volumes  relating  to  genealogy  and  local  history  from  the  library 
of  the  late  Byam  Kerby  Stevens. 

An  Album  14  of  Bronx  Ariel  Views  was  presented  by  The 
Home  News. 

Mr.  M.  F.  Savage  presented  a  silver  creamer  made  by  John  C. 
Moore  for  Tiffany,  Young  and  Ellis,  1847. 

The  portrait  of  Augustin  Hicks  Lawrence  by  Gilbert  Stuart, 
bequeathed  to  the  Society  by  Eloise  Lawrence  Breese  Norrie,  was 
received. 

Members 

Le  Due  de  Loubat,  who  has  been  a  life  member  of  the  Society 
since  1871,  constituted  himself  a  Patron  of  the  Society.  This 
generous  action  fittingly  celebrates  Duke  Loubat's  Fiftieth  Anniver- 
sarv  as  member  of  this  Society,  having  been  elected  November  7th, 
1 87 1. 

The  following  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: 

.  Life  Annual 

Major  Donald  Armstrong                  Mrs.  Rachel  Lenox  Porter 
Salvador  E.  Ros                                    J.  Louis  Van  Zelm 
Ernest  G.  Ros                                        Charles  Eldredge 
Mrs.  William  F.  McPherson              Eugene  Southack 
M.  F.  Savage 
Miss  Leonora  S.  Smith 
Hoffman  Nickerson  

NECROLOGY 

Edward  B.  Camp,  a  member  since  1919,  died  April  6,  1921,  in  the 
66th  year  of  his  age. 

Phillips  Phoenix,  a  life  member  since  1887,  died  April  11,  1921, 
in  the  87th  year  of  his  age. 

Edwin  A.  Cruikshank,  a  member  since  1907,  died  April  14,  1921, 
in  the  77th  year  of  his  age. 

Moses  Taylor  Pyne,  a  life  member  since  1888,  died  April  22,  192 1, 
in  the  65th  year  of  his  age. 

James  B.  Ludlow,  a  member  since  1901,  died  June  16,  1921,  at 
Ludlow-on-Hudson,  N.  Y.,  in  the  63rd  year  of  his  age. 
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NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 

By  the  Late  William  Kelby,  Librarian  of  the  Society 

XII 

New  Museum  of  Wax-Work. 

N.  &  E.  Street,  respectfully  inform  the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  of 
New- York, 

That  they  have  just  added  to  their  Museum,  at  Snow's  Hotel, 
No.  69  Broadway,  a  number  of  New  and  Interesting  Figures — and 
that  the  Museum  will  be  open  every  Day  and  Evening  (Sunday 
excepted)  until  the  first  of  May,  and  will  then  positively  be  removed 
from  this  city. — Admittance  25  cents  for  grown  persons;  Children 
half  price. 

N.  B.     The  proprietors  of  the  Museum  inform  the  public  that 
they  have  now  a  striking  likeness  of  General   Hamilton,  and  that 
the  Exhibition  consists  of  by  far  the  largest  and  most  elegant  col- 
lection of  figures  ever  exhibited  in  America. 
[New-York  Commercial  Advertiser,  Monday  Evening,  April  8,  1805.] 

Just  arrived  in  this  City,  from  Europe,  and  to  be  seen  at  409 
Pearl  Street,  a  grand  collection  of  figures,  as  Natural  as  Life,  rep- 
resenting The  Great  Monarchs  and  High  Personages  in  Europe. 

These  figures  have  been  procured  by  an  able  Artist,  at  an  ex- 
traordinary expense,  and  have  afterwards  been  exhibited  at  Rome, 
Vienna,  Milan,  Madrid,  and  several  other  cities  in  Europe,  and  have 
always  excited  admiration! 

Hours  of  Exhibition  from  Nine  o'clock  in  the  Morning,  to  Ten 
in  the  Evening. 

At  intervals  the  company  will  be  entertained  by  a  choice  Band 
of  Music,  with  several  Italian  pieces.     Admission  25  cents — Chil- 
dren half  price. 
[New-York  Commercial  Advertiser, Wednesday  evening,  May  15,  1805.] 

American  Academy  of  Arts. — -A  private  letter  from  Paris,  states 
that  his  majesty  the  Emperor  Napoleon  has  presented  to  Mr. 
Livingston,  late  minister  from  the  United   States  to  the   French 
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JOHN  PINTARD  (1759-1818) 

By  John  Ramage 

(owned  by  the  Society) 


Court  on  behalf  of  the  Academy  of  Arts,  established  in  this  city,  and 
of  which  his  majesty  is  an  honorary  member,  a  very  valuable  col- 
lection, estimated  at  fifty  thousand  livres,  10,000  dollars. 
[New-York  Commercial  Advertiser,  Wednesday  evening,  June  5,  1805.] 
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Statue  of  Washington 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  Society  of  Cincinnati,  for 
erecting  a  Statue  of  the  late  GENERAL  WASHINGTON,  in  this 
city,  have  received  proposals  from  a  celebrated  artist  in  Europe,  for 
executing  the  work,  in  such  a  manner,  which  they  believe  will  be 
agreeable  to  the  subscribers.  But  they  have  postponed  a  definite 
arrangement,  until  they  have  collected  sufficient  funds  to  justify 
their  entering  into  a  positive  contract  for  the  purpose.  They,  there- 
fore, earnestly  request  that  the  money  already  subscribed  and  un- 
paid may  be  immediately  paid  to  the  Branch  Bank;  and  further 
subscriptions  are  solicited  to  enable  them  to  meet  the  necessary  ex- 
pense. 

The  proposed  Statue  will  not  only  be  a  monument  of  veneration 
for  that  great  and  good  man,  but  will  also  be  highly  ornamental  to 
this  opulent  city. 

[New-York  Commercial  Advertiser,  January  20,  1806.] 

Philip  Parisen  of  58  Chatham  Street  advertises  for  sale  "That 
valuable  Estate,  the  property  of  Captain  William  Lowndes,  being 
the  one  half  part  of  the  Island  situated  at  Hell  gate,  and  in  the  ninth 
ward  of  this  city,  formerly  called  Great  Barn  Island,  distant  from 
town  about  six  miles." 

[New-York  Commercial  Advertiser,  November  4,  1806.] 

Miniatures  &  Profiles. 

Mr.  Parisen,  respectfully  informs  the  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
that  his  hours  of  attendance  at  his  PAINTING  ROOM,  is  from  10 
o'clock  in  the  morning  until  3  in  the  afternoon. — -Those  ladies  and 
gentlemen  that  please  to  honor  him  with  their  commands,  may  be 
assured  to  have  their  likenesses  painted  to  their  satisfaction  on  the 
following  reasonable  terms: 

Minatures  finely  painted  from  5  to  15  dollars  each. 
Profiles  painted  with  natural  colors,  2  dollars  each. 
Black  Shades,  25  cents. 
At  his  Painting  Room,  No.  58  Chatham-street. 

[New-York  Commercial  Advertiser,  December  17,  1806.] 
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A  New  Mode  of  Painting 

Mr.  Savage,  No.  166  Greenwich-street,  has  prevailed  on  Miss 
Sally  Rogers  to  remain  until  the  first  of  May  at  his  house,  for  the 
purpose  of  gratifying  visitors,  by  her  singular  mode  of  using  a  pair 
of  scissors  in  cutting  paper,  cloth,  &c,  &c,  by  her  manner  of  writing, 
and  above  all,  from  her  very  extraordinary  form  of  Painting.  The 
circumstance  of  her  effecting  all  this  with  her  MOUTH  ALONE, 
being  deprived  of  the  use  of  both  hands,  is  pretty  generally  known, 
and  needs  but  this  remark,  that  Mr.  Savage  pledges  his  reputation 
as  an  artist,  he  has  seen  her  drawing,  specimens  of  design,  taste,  and 
execution,  which  astonished  him,  and  will  bear  minute  criticism. 

She  is  here,  as  in  Boston  and  other  places,  visited  by  people  of 
rank  and  information,  who  have  found  her  person  and  features  in- 
teresting and  agreeable. 

Those  Ladies  and  Gentlemen  who  wish  to  see  her  work,  may  be 
gratified  every  day,  from  9  in  the  morning  till  10  at  night. — Admis- 
sion 25  cents. 

N.B.  A  specimen  of  her  work  may  be  seen  at  David  Long- 
worth's,  Shakespeare  Gallery. 

[Nezv-York  Commercial  Advertiser,  April  15,  1807.] 

John  W.  Jarvis, 

Portrait  Painter, 

No.  1,  Wall-Street,  next  door  to  the  corner  of 

Broad-Way,  New- York, 

Believing  many  persons  are  prevented  from  having  Likenesses, 

from   not  knowing  where  to  apply,  or  at  what  price  they  can  have 

them  done,  I  make  this  statement  of  the  several  manners,  prices, 

and  sizes,  in  which  I  paint  them. 

Whole  Length  Portraits  #300 

Portraits  with  Hands  60 

Portraits  without  Hands  40 

Miniatures  on  Ivory  5°  &  3° 

Sketches  on  Paper  with  Hands  15  &  20 

Sketches  on  do.  without  do.  10 

Coloured  Profiles  3 

Those  who  wish   to   have   Portraits  of  their  deceased   friends, 
should  be  particular  to  apply  time  enough  before  they  inter  them. 
[The  Long  Island  Star,  June  8,  1809.] 
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PIETER  VANDERLYN 

Portrait  Painter 

What  may  be  considered  as  the  origin  of  the  "Hudson  River 
School"  of  painting  is  found  in  the  work  of  Pieter  Vanderlyn,  a 
painter  of  portraits,  about  whom  we  know  little,  whose  history  is 
shrouded  in  obscurity,  whose  work  is  stiff  and  formal,  whose  eye 
lacked  the  necessary  schooling,  whose  dated  portraits,  so  far  as  I 
have  seen  them,  are  from  1719  to  1732,  and  who  painted  portraits 
from  Kingston  to  Schenectady. 

By  no  stretch  of  imagination  can  he  be  considered  a  great 
painter,  but  from  an  historical  point  of  view  considerable  interest 
attaches  to  him  as  being  the  first  painter  who  worked  on  the  upper 
Hudson.  No  dictionary  of  artists  or  books  of  reference  on  artists, 
mentions  his  name,  yet  he  is  one  of  the  earliest  of  the  portrait 
painters  of  this  country,  and  grandfather  of  the  older  John  Van- 
derlyn (1775-1852).  Accounts  of  him  in  local  histories  are  meagre, 
but  church  and  public  records  furnish  proof  that  after  his  mar- 
riage in  New  York  he  made  his  home  in  Kingston,  Albany,  and 
possibly  for  a  time  in  Poughkeepsie.  Apparently  he  lived  longest 
in  Kingston. 

His  birthplace  was  in  Holland,1  and  its  location  should  be  ascer- 
tained. This  should  not  be  difficult,  since  the  name  was  local  to 
Amsterdam  and  Alkmaar  in  the  Province  of  North  Holland,  prior 
to  and  contemporary  with  Pieter's  settlement  in  New  York.  The 
name  was  represented  in  official  circles  by  Cornelius  Van  der  Lyn, 
Governor-General  of  the  Dutch  East  Indies,  from  1645  to  1659.2 
That  he  was  a  son  of  Nicholas  van  der  Lyn  of  this  family  seems 
reasonably  certain  from  the  fact  that  his  oldest  son  was  named 
Nicholas  (the  usual  custom  in  Dutch  families  being  to  name  the 
first-born  for  the  paternal  grandparent).  In  171 5  a  Jacobus  van 
der  Lyn  registered  in  Jurisprudence  at  Leyden  University,3  and  at 
varying  dates  the  name  appears  on  the  university  register. 

1  Dutch  Ref'd  Church,  Kingston.     Marriages,  no.  481. 

2  Van  der  Kloot's  "De  gouvemeurs-generaal  en  commissarissen-generaal  van  Neder- 
landsch-Indie,"  1891.     Pp.  50-52,  and  plate  3,  arms, 

3  Leyden  University.     Album  Studiosorum.     1875.     Col.  481,  663,  995. 
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Holland  at  that  time  was  the  seat  of  the  first  universities  of 
Europe,  leading  as  well  in  the  medical  profession,  which  Pieter 
Vanderlyn  (or  van  der  Lyn,4  as  his  father-in-law,  Domine  Vas, 
renders  it  on  the  occasion  of  his  marriage  to  Geertruy  Vas  and  the 
baptisms  of  his  children)  had  chosen  for  his  own.  In  Amsterdam 
he  would  have  had  the  privilege  of  attending  the  lectures  of  the 
leading  surgeons  of  that  cultured  city.  There  also  among  his 
friends  would  have  been  those  men  who  were  establishing,  in  art, 
names  that  have  lived  through  the  centuries,  which  influence  would 
explain  his  facility  with  the  brush. 

An  anecdote  is  told  of  his  grandson  Henry  Vanderlyn,  who 
studied  law  in  New  York  with  the  Honorable  Ogden  Edwards. 
While  a  student  at  Union  College,  Schenectady,  he  was  dubbed 
"Count"  by  his  fellow-students  and  the  title  clung  to  him  through 
life,   because  of  his  "great  suavity   and  gentlemanly  manners."5 

It  is  known  that  his  eldest  son  Nicholas  was  also  a  portrait 
painter,  some  of  his  work  being  in  families  in  Ulster  County,  and 
his  son  was  the  well-known  John  Vanderlyn,  whose  namesake  and 
nephew  also  did  creditable  work.6 

Pieter  Vanderlyn's  work  showed  no  improvement  with  years 
and  this  may  account  for  so  few  late  portraits.  His  best  portraits 
were  his  early  ones  and  those  of  his  most  intimate  friends  and  family 
connections,  whose  characteristics  he  knew  best  and  most  sym- 
pathetically delineated,  as  in  the  instance  of  Mrs.  Vas.  Since  one 
of  her  living  descendants  bears  a  striking  resemblance  to  her,  hers 
must  be  considered  a  good  likeness. 

At  no  time  does  he  flatter  his  subjects.  From  the  faces  of  some 
of  the  women,  whose  portraits  he  painted,  it  can  easily  be  imagined 
that  he  must  have  made  lifelong  enemies  of  them;  yet  this  state- 
ment does  not  always  apply,  as  in  the  case  of  the  hopeful,  persist- 
ent Catryna  Ten  Broeck,  daughter  of  a  mayor  of  Albany.  She 
was  the  victim  of  his  brush  more  than  once. 

His  portraits  are  characterized  by  a  bold  and  direct  brush  han- 
dling, which  has  considerable  charm,  but  not  training  enough  for 

4  Dutch  Ref'd  Church,  Kingston:   Marriages,  no.  481. 

5  Galpin,  H.  I.     Annals  of  Oxford,  N.  Y.     1906.     Pp.  393-395. 

6  Schoonmaker,  M.     Hist,  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.     1888.     P.  458. 
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By  Pieter  Vanderlyn 
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variety.  There  is  a  stiffness  and  sameness  in  the  pose  of  his  sub- 
jects, which  shows  a  lack  of  academic  training,  and  a  sober  color 
scheme  from  which  he  seldom  varied;  with  but  few  exceptions  the 
coats  and  dresses  are  always  the  same  light  brown.  His  flesh  color  is 
good,  his  drawing  of  faces  accurate  enough  to  be  called  a  portrait. 
Where  he  woefully  fails  is  in  his  treatment  of  hands;  they  are  stiff 
and  not  nearly  so  well  drawn  or  modelled  as  the  heads.  There  are 
so  many  portraits  in  exactly  the  same  position  and  coloring  that 
at  a  first  glance  they  seem  to  belong  to  the  same  family,  though 
it  may  be  noted  that  each  head  has  its  character,  with  consider- 
able variety.  This  cannot  be  said  of  the  remainder  of  the  por- 
traits. Owing  to  his  habit  of  outlining  finger-nails  in  dark  color 
before  painting  them,  this  color  has  worked  through,  in  time,  giving 
an  effect  of  dirty  finger-nails.  The  general  effect  of  the  whole 
is  conventional  and  somewhat  primitive. 

Most  of  these  portraits  are  life-size,  three-quarter  length  on 
canvas  short  of  forty  by  fifty  (40x50)  inches. 

His  men  are  always  standing,  frequently  by  an  opening  through 
which  is  seen  a  landscape  of  trees  and  sky;  in  no  case  is  this  open- 
ing sufficiently  detailed  to  be  called  a  window,  but  is  so  general- 
ized that  the  position  would  indicate  it  as  such,  the  walls  hav  ng 
no  thickness.  Some  portraits  have  a  plain  or  neutral  background. 
Some  of  the  men  hold  a  white  leather  gauntlet  in  the  left  hand,  as 
in  the  Philip  Schuyler  portrait  (No.  135)  in  the  New  York  Historical 
Society  collection;  others  have  the  gauntlet  on  the  left  hand, 
which  is  closed,  and  holding  the  other  glove  against  the  hip.  The 
gauntlets  of  both  are  stiff  and  angular. 

The  Catalina  Schuyler  portrait  (No.  136),  in  this  collection,  has 
the  typical  light-brown  dress,  while  a  bird  is  perched  on  her  finger. 
This  is  also  characteristic,  flowers  being  utilized  as  well  as  birds. 
Apparently  these  two  Schuyler  portraits  are  not  dated,  unless  var- 
nishing has  obliterated  the  figures  of  the  date.  In  no  case,  in  the 
portraits  seen,  do  they  bear  the  signature  of  Pieter  Van- 
derlyn. 

The  inscription  is  usually  "Etatis  .  .  .  "and  the  date;  some  have 
disappeared  by  cutting  down  the  canvas,  by  an  accumulation  of 
dirt,  by  the  paint  peeling  off,  and  by  repainting.     The  two  latest 
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PHILIP  SCHUYLER  (1695-1745) 
By  Pieter  Vanderlyn 
Owned  by  the  Society) 
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seen  had  inscriptions  in   English;    one  being  "Aged   13   Months, 
1732"  and  the  other  "Born  May  26,  1704." 

The  usual  frame  is  a  black  moulding,  with  very  little  relief,  three 
and  a  half  inches  wide,  the  inside  half  inch  gilded. 

There  is  evidence  of  his  having  painted  hanging  hotel  signs, 
one  in  Hurley  and  two  at  least  in  Kingston,  all  having  been  de- 
stroyed. The  hanging  sign  of  the  "Crown"  tavern  in  Kingston 
was  shot  down,  run  over  and  destroyed  in  1775.7 

We  know  Pieter  Vanderlyn  for  forty  years,  171 8  to  1758,  from 
public  and  church  records;  earlier  or  later  records  of  him  I  have  been 
unable  to  find.  Dates  of  his  birth  and  death  are  unknown.  The 
record  of  his  marriage,  1722,  describes  him  as  "born  in  Holland 
and  now  residing  in  Kingston."  He  was  naturalized  in  this 
country. 

In  1 72 1  and  1722  with  another,  Thomas  Foller  (Fuller?)  or 
Thomas  Fell,  he  presented  a  petition  for  a  tract  of  land,  "4000 
acres,  lying  vacant  and  unappropriated."  8  Whether  this  was  se- 
cured and  where  it  was  located,  is  not  known,  yet  if  he  did  receive 
this  land,  the  final  years  of  his  life  may  have  been  spent  upon  it. 
One  of  his  sons,  Jacobus,  lived  in  Shawangunk, 9  in  southern  Ulster 
County  and  Nicholas,  his  grandson,  left  property  in  Delaware 
County,10  both  of  which  localities  would  have  been  wild  land  in 
1722.  The  Vanderlyn  homestead,  in  Kingston,  a  stone  two-story 
house  of  the  first  class,  was  on  John  Street — at  the  head  of  Wall 
Street,11  which  street  was  cut  through  the  site  of  the  house  left  in 
ruins  when  the  British  troops  under  General  Vaughan  in  October, 
1777,  laid  waste  this  settlement  by  fire.  Pieter  no  doubt  was  then 
dead,  but  that  family  records  are  lost  is  undoubtedly  due  to  the 
destruction  of  this  house.  This  fire  must  have  destroyed  many 
paintings  and  any  documents  left  by  him.     The  portrait  of  his 

7  Hon.  A.  T.  Clearwater  verbal  statement  relating  the  part  his  grandfather  took  in  the 
episode. 

8  Calendar  of  .  .  .  Land  Papers  .  .  .1643-1803.     1864.     P.  155.     Calendar  of  Council 
minutes,  1668-1783.     1902.     P.  283. 

9  Hoffman,  E.  A.     Hoffman  Genealogy,    p.  137.     Ulster  County  Clerk's    Office.     Deeds 
Liber  H.H.  249. 

10  Ulster  County  Surrogates  Office.     Wills,  Liber  D.  p.  463. 

11  Schoonmaker,  M.     Hist,  of  Kingston,  N.  Y.     1888.     Pp.  456-457. 


QUARTERLY     BULLETIN 


65 


CATALINA    SCHUYLER  (i 705-1 758) 
By  Pieter  Vanderlyn 
(Owned  by  the  Society) 
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father-in-law,  the  Reverend  Petrus  Vas,  was  known  to  be  amon 
the  articles  that  perished  at  this  time. 

Although  historians  of  Kingston  make  no  mention  of  the  cha: 
acter  of  his  service  as  an  officer  in  the  Dutch  navy  "off  the  coaf 
of  Africa,"  for  three  years  before  his  arrival  in  New  York,12  thei 
can  be  little  doubt  but  that  it  was  as  Surgeon.  On  his  arrival  i 
Kingston,  he  entered  the  church  choir  and  with  his  voice  soo 
charmed  the  daughter  of  Domine  Vas,  whom  he  married.  H 
painted  many  portraits  in  Albany  and  Kingston,  the  only  or 
remaining  (in  Kingston)  being  of  the  wife  of  the  Dominie,  Groo 
je  Vas.13 

The  first  definite  knowledge  of  Pieter  Vanderlyn  in  this  countr 
is  the  fact  that  in  New  York  on  August  8,  171 8,  he  married  Gerret 
Van  den  Berg.14  The  year  following  a  daughter,  Elizabeth,  w< 
born,  and  mother  and  child  died,  for  as  a  widower  in  Kingstoi 
June  20,  1722,  he  married  Geertruy  Vas.15  His  first  son  Nichoh 
was  baptized  in  Kingston,  in  1723,16  and  then  they  removed  t 
Albany,  where  Peter  (1726),  Elizabeth  (1728),  and  Jacobus  (173c 
were  born.17  The  youngest  child,  Gerardus  Vas,  was  born  in  Kinj 
ston,  1734.18 

Commissions  to  paint  portraits  may  account  for  this  chang 
of  residence,  since  this  was  the  period  of  his  activities.  While  1 
Albany,  we  find  him  in  1730  a  fire-master.19 

In  1739,  the  Poughkeepsie  Reformed  Church  "Armen  Gelt 
(little  book  of  collections)  was  carefully  kept,  and  on  August  1 
and  September  7  the  record  shows  that  "Mr.  Van  der  Lyn"  wa 
Voorlezer.20     The  reader  was  usually  one  of  the  church  member 


12  Olde  Ulster.     9:73    (1913).     Schoonmaker,   M.,   Life   of  John  Vanderlyn.    (ms). 
possession  of  Mrs.  Ella  Schoonmaker  Darrow,  Kingston,  N.  Y. 

13  Schoonmaker,  M.,  Life  of  John  Vanderlyn.  (ms.) 

14  Dutch  Ref'd  Church,  New  York.     Marriages,  p.  129. 

15  Dutch  Ref'd  Church,  Kingston.     Marriages,  no.  481. 

16  Dutch  Ref'd  Church.     Kingston.     Baptisms,  no.  3164. 

17  Munsell  Collections  .  .  .  of  Albany.     1871.     4:  182. 

18  Dutch  Ref'd  Church,  Kingston.     Baptisms,  no.  4323. 

19  Munsell,  Annals  of  Albany.     9  :  75. 

20  Van   Gieson,  A.   P.,   Anniversary  discourse  .  .  .  First    Ref'd    Church,   Poughkeeps 
1893.     Pp.  113-114. 
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JOHANNES  VAN  VECHTEN,  1676-1742 
Painted  in  1719  at  the  age  of  43  by  Pieter  Vanderlyn 
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who  officiated  in  this  capacity  when  the  church  was  without 
minister.  It  may  indicate  a  residence  in  Poughkeepsie,  or  ; 
Domine  Vas  had  organized  the  church,  and  his  musical  son-in-la 
doubtless  accompanied  him  to  insure  that  the  musical  part  of  tr 
service  should  be  as  well  rendered  as  the  minister's  share  he  ma 
have  been  there  at  the  request  of  the  congregation,  while  a  resider 
of  Kingston. 

The  date  of  his  death  seems  as  nebulous  as  that  of  his  bird 
the  probabilities  are  that  he  died  in  Kingston,  since  he  was  ther 
with  his  wife  as  sponsors  at  the  baptism  of  grandchildren  in  175 
and  1758,  and  then  an  old  man.21 

The  Reverend  Petrus  Vas,  a  widower,  in  1722  married  tr 
widow  of  the  late  Mayor  of  Albany,  David  Davidse  Schuyle 
Mayor  1 706-1 707. 22  Vanderlyn  thereby  acquired  the  most  ado 
able  of  mothers-in-law,  for  she  has  kept  the  name  of  Pieter  Var 
derlyn  alive,  all  these  years,  without  ever  saying  a  word.  The  ai 
thenticity  of  Pieter  having  painted  portraits  depends  on  this  on 
single  history  of  her  portrait,  which  has  a  pedigree  that  cannc 
be  disputed;  always  known  from  generation  to  generation  as  havin 
been  painted  by  Peter  Vanderlyn. 

Mrs.  Vas,  before  her  marriage  to  David  Schuyler,  was  Elsi 
Rutgers,  daughter  of  Harmanus  Rutgers  and  Catherine  de  Hooge 
whose  father  was  Anthony  de  Hooges,  Secretary  of  the  Colony  ( 
Rensselaerwyck.23  It  was  her  daughter  Catrina  Schuyler,  wh 
owned  her  mother's  portrait  painted  by  Vanderlyn.  She  marrie 
Igenas  Dumond  and  later  his  cousin  Jacobus  Dumond,  both  c 
whom  lived  on  the  Wallerand  Dumont  place,  just  out  of  Kin^ 
ston  on  the  road  to  Hurley.  Here  her  portrait  remained  until  r< 
cently  loaned  to  the  old  Dutch  church  by  the  present  owner.  1 
is  this  circumstance  that  preserved  the  portrait  of  Mrs.  Vas,  whe 
Kingston  was  burned  in  1777,  while  that  of  the  Dominie,  being  i 
Kingston,  in  the  Vanderlyn  family  was  destroyed.  Mrs.  Vas  ha 
been  known  to  old  and  young,  whether  of  her  own  blood  or  nc 
as  "Grootje  Vas,"  the  familiar  Grandma  or  Granny  of  the  childrer 


21  Dutch  Ref'd  Church,  Kingston.     Baptisms,  nos.  6703,  6706. 

22  Dutch  Ref'd  Church,  New  York.     Marriages,  p.  138. 

23  Schuyler,  G.  W.     Colonial  New  York.     1885.     2:461,462.     Crosby,  E.  H.     Rutge: 
family.     (N.  Y.  G.  &  B.  Record  17  :  83-84.) 
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"Grootje  Vas":  Were  it  not  for  the  existence  of  this  portrait  of 
Mrs.  Vas  by  Pieter  Vanderlyn,  her  son-in-law,  which  has  always 
remained  in  possession  of  the  lineal  descendants  of  the  subject,  it 
is  doubtful  if  his  name  would  ever  have  been  connected  with  the 
numerous  portraits  by  the  same  hand,  which  I  have  seen  and  exam- 
ined from  Kingston  to  Schenectady,  and  about  which,  with  this 
sole  exception,  there  is  no  tradition  or  documentary  evidence  in 
regard  to  the  painter,  in  possession  of  the  owners. 

The  color  of  the  garb  is  his  customary  brown,  the  curtain 
being  blue.  The  coif  was  worn  only  by  ministers'  wives;  in 
summer  it  was  of  white  mull,  and  in  winter  of  white  velvet.  This 
frame  of  old  gilt  differs  from  the  moulding  more  generally  used. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  a  descendant  of  the  subject,  Miss 
A.  R.  Van  Hoevenberg,  of  Kingston,  for  her  interest  in  searching 
family  papers,  wills  and  records,  and  for  the  names  of  the  succes- 
sive owners  of  this  portrait,24  they  are: 

ist.  Catrina  Schuyler,  born  1703,  died  about  1748,  daughter 
of  the  subject.  She  married,  in  1725,  Igenas  Dumond; 
he  died  about  1739,  and  in  1741  she  married  his  cousin, 
Jacobus  (James)  Dumond. 

2d.  To  her  daughter  Neeltje  (Nelly)  Dumond,  born  1743, 
died  1827.  She  married  Coenrad  Elmendorf,  born 
1727,  died  1810. 

3d.  To  her  great-niece  and  daughter-in-law,  Maria  Dumond, 
born  1798,  died   1863.     She  married  Levi  Elmendorf. 

4th.  To  her  daughter,  Mary  Jane  Elmendorf,  born  1825,  died 
1907.  She  married  John  Scott  Smith,  born  1818,  died 
1899.  She  left  it  by  will  to  her  grand-daughter,  the 
present  owner. 

5th.  Mary  Scott  Smith,  who  married  Edwin  Denyse  Schultz 
and  who  has  loaned  the  portrait  to  the  old  Dutch  Church 
of  Kingston,  of  which  the  Reverend  Petrus  Vas  was 
minister  from  1710  to  1756. 


1  Dumont  Pedigree,  Ms.  in  N.  Y.  Hist.  Society. 
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Always  in  the  Dumond  homestead,  on  the  "Wallrand  Dumont 
farm,"  quietly  biding  her  time,  at  last  the  silent  tongue  of  "Grootje 
Vas"  has  brought  to  light  this  " unknown"  artist  of  the  Hudson 
Valley,  the  forgotten  Pieter — but  yet  known  to  Kingston — as 
Pieter  Vanderlyn,  Surgeon  and  portrait  painter,  whose  grandson, 
Doctor  Peter  Vanderlyn,  served  his  country  in  the  struggle  for 
independence  as  an  able  Surgeon  of  the  Line.  To  the  larger  world, 
Pieter  Vanderlyn  will  in  future  be  known  as  one  of  the  earliest 
artists  of  America. 

This  is  all  I  have  been  able  to  find  about  him  either  in  print 
or  manuscript. 

If  anyone  will  be  kind  enough  to  add  to  this  information,  it 
will  be  greatly  appreciated  by  many  readers  and  the  writer. 

Charles  X.  Harris. 


Portraits  by  Pieter  Vanderlyn 

"  Grootje  Vas,"  Mrs.  Elsie  (Rutgers)  Schuyler  Vas,  Etatis  49, 

1723- 
Owned  by  Mrs.  Edwin  Denyse  Shultz,  Albany;    loaned 
to  old  Dutch  Church,  Kingston,  N.  Y. 

Philip  Schuyler,  1695-1745.     No.  135. 

Catalina  Schuyler,  1 705-1758.     No.  136. 

Both  cut  down  and  partially  repainted.  From  Manlius, 
N.  Y.     New- York  Historical  Society  Collection. 

Ariantia  Schuyler,  1720-1763,  wife  of  Killian  Van  Rensselaer. 
On    wood,    which    has    cracked    full    length,    inscription 
obliterated  by  dark  varnish.     Owned  by  Mrs.  Edward 
Rankin,  Cherry  Hill,  Albany. 

Samuel  Van  Vechten,  i673-i74i(?). 

In  very  bad  condition,  inscription  obliterated,  paint  peel- 
ing, from  having  been  in  a  leaky  wood-shed.  Partially 
restored.  (See  Van  Vechten  Genealogy,  p.  11.)  Owned 
by  William  Van  Orden,  Catskill,  N.  Y. 
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6.  Johannes  Van  Vechten,  Etat*  Suae  43,  1719. 

From  Arthursburg.     On  back  of  the  stretcher:    "H.  H. 
Staats,  Pokeepsie." 

7.  Gerardus  Beekman,  Etat*  Suae  16. 

8.  Girl  about  the  same  age. 

Both  very  sketchy.     Both  owned  by  Miss  Frances  Van 
Vechten,  Castleton,  N.  Y. 

9.  Waldron  .  .   .   (?)     Etat"  Suae  40,  1720. 

Relined,  in  good  condition.     Owned  by  Miss  Charlotte 
Staats,  Castleton,  N.  Y. 

10.  Robert  Sanders,  23d  Mayor  of  Albany,  1750-1754. 

("Photograph    from   a   painting,    1722."     See   Reynolds, 
Cuyler.     Albany  chronicles.     1906.     facing  p.  244.) 

11.  John  Sanders. 

Both  in  bad  condition,  inscriptions  obliterated.     In  Glen- 
Sanders  house,  Scotia,  near  Schenectady,  N.  Y. 

12.  1  Johannes  Ten  Broeck,  Etat-   Sua  37,  1720. 

13.  l  Mrs.  Catryna  (Van  Rensselaer)  Ten  Broeck,  his  wife,  Etats 

Sua  29  years,  1720.       Both  in  fair  condition. 

Owned  by  Mr.  Louis  Barcroft  Runk,  407  West  Prince 
Street,  Germantown,  Penn. 

14.  1  Jacobus  Ten  Broek,  1720. 

Good  head,  somewhat  retouched.     Owned  by  Mr.  Evarts 
Ten  Broeck,  329  Warren  St.,  Hudson,  N.  Y. 

15.  Christina  Ten  Broeck,  1715-1801,  Etat"  Sua  4  yrs.  1719. 

Wife   of  John   Livingston.     At   the   'Vlv'   House,     East 
Albany,  N.  Y. 

16.  Anthony  Van  Schaick,  Etat'  Sua  38,  1720. 

17.  Mrs.  Anna  (Cuyler)  Van  Schaick,  his  wife,  Etat'  Sua  .   .   .   1720 

Covered  with  coach  varnish.     An  attempt  to  clean  them 

failed. 
In  Albanv  Institute  and  Historical  Society. 


1  Reproduced  in  Ten  Broeck  Genealogy,  1897,  pp.  50,  52,  60. 
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1 8.  ...  Van  Alen,  Etat*  Sua  36,  1721. 

19.  Mrs.  .  .  .  Van  Alen,  Etat?  Sua  33,  1722. 

20.  ...  Van  Alen,  child,  Aged  13  months,  1732. 

These   three   portraits   came    from    Kinderhook,    N.    Y. 
Owned  by  Mr.  Peyton  Miller,  Hudson,  N.  Y. 

21.  Mrs.  Geertruy  Bruyn,  wife  of  Jacobus  Bruyn,  no  inscription 

seen. 

Owned  by  Miss  Kitty  Forsvth,  41  Pearl  Street,  Kingston, 

N.  Y. 

22.  Jacobus  Bruyn,  son  of  preceding. 

23.  Mrs.  Kathrina  (Schoonmaker)  Bruyn,  his  wife. 

Both   portraits   over-restored,   inscriptions    painted   out. 
Owned  by  Mrs.  Mary  Bruyn;   loaned  to  D.  A.  R.,  King- 
ston, N.  Y. 

24.  Said  to  be  Anneke  Janse  Bogardus,  but  is  not.     Painted  at 

least  30  years  after  the  death  of  Anneke.     Bad  condi- 
tion,   cut    to    about    26x32    inches,    inscription    cut    off. 
Owned  by  .  .  .  Ames.     It  is  in  the  Schenectady  Histor- 
ical Society. 

25.  Jacobus  Van  Slyke,  Colonel  of  Schenectady  Militia. 

Inscription:   Born  May  26  1704. 
This  is  the  latest  portrait  seen. 

Of  those  seen,   and  so  re-painted   as  to  be  doubcful,   are  the 
following: 

26.  Johannes  Wendel 

In  Albany  Institute  and  Historical  Society. 

27.  Colonel  Philip  Schuyler  (No.  490). 

28.  Johannes  Schuyler  (No.  491). 

Painted  over,  and  trimmed  down. 
New- York  Historical  Society  Collection. 

Of  those  heard  of,  but  not  seen,  are  the  following: 
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29.  Philip  Schuyler. 

Was  at  the  Staats  house  below  Albany,  now  owned  by 
Mrs.  William  Higgins,  Mount  Kisco,  N.  Y. 

30.  Catryna  Ten  Broeck,  Etat*   Sua  4  yrs.  1719 

Owned    by    Miss    Catherine   Livingston    Smith,   Argyle, 

N.  Y. 

31.  Catryna  Ten  Broeck,  same  as  preceding. 

Was  in  the  Schuyler  house,  Oswego,  N.  Y. 

32.  Colonel  Wynkoop. 

Owned  by  W.  A.  Warren,  Hurley,  N.  Y.,  near  Kingston. 

33.  Matthew  Ten  Eyck,  Age  5,  1733. 

Owned  by  Matthew  Ten  Eyck  De  Witt,  Hurley,  N.  Y. 

The  following  should  be  seen;    prints  of  them  look  as  though 
they  were  painted  by  Pieter  Vanderlyn. 

Major-General  Philip  Schuyler,  Schuyler  House,  Oswego,  N.  Y. 
1  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer,  owned  by  Howard  Van  Rensselaer. 

Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  1 707-1 747,  owned  by  Howard  Van 
Rensselaer. 

Elizabeth  Groesbeck,  1 707-1 729,  owned  by  Howard  Town- 
send,  15  East  86th  Street,  New  York. 

Rev.  Reinhardt  Erichson,  pastor  at  Schenectady  from  1728  to 
1736. 


1  Reproduced  in  The  Van  Rensselaer  Manor,  1917,  p.  13. 
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KEG  USED  BY  GOV.  DE  WITT  CLINTON  AT  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  ERIE  CANAL,  OCTOBER 

26,  1825,  WHEN  POURING  THE  WATER  OF  LAKE  ERIE  INTO  THE  ATLANTIC  OCEAN. 

HEIGHT  16  INCHES,  DIAMETER  AT  TOP  ioV2  INCHES, 

(Owned  by  the  Society) 
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A  HESSIAN   REGIMENTAL   BELT-PLATE 

The  summer  rains  cut  a  narrow  gully  down  the  steep  hillside 
of  Inwood  hill,  in  which,  on  Labor  Day,  our  Field  Exploration 
Committee,  represented  by  Messrs.  Calver  and  Bolton,  observed 
slight  traces  of  military  materials.  Some  active  shoveling  dis- 
closed a  fine  bronze  belt-plate  of  unusual  size  and  evident  Hessian 
origin,  unique  in  design,  and  differing  from  any  other  belt-plates 
found  in  this  or  other  camps  of  the  troops  of  the  War  of  Inde- 
pendence. This  plate  lay  upon  a  hard-trodden  sand  floor  which 
was  unusual  in  that  it  was  on  a  rather  steep  grade.  On  its  sur- 
face were  ashes  of  wood  fires,  and  many  burned  hand-forged  nails, 
indicative  of  the  collapse  of  a  burning  roof.  Near  the  plate  there 
was  one  of  the  familiar  iron  points  which,  there  is  reason  to  sup- 
pose, formed  the  butt  end  of  pikes  carried  by  some  of  the  Hessian 
troops  on  their  arrival  in  this  country.  The  site  of  the  discovery 
was  about  twenty-five  feet  from  that  of  hut  No.  I,  which  was 
described  in  our  "Quarterly  Bulletin,"  January,  1919,  Vol.  II, 
No.  4,  p.  133.  Several  attempts  were  made  some  years  ago  to 
locate  a  hut  at  this  point,  but  without  success. 

The  plate  is  unusually  large,  being  four  and  a  quarter  inches 
wide,  and  two  and  three-eighths  inches  broad  and  it  is  quite  com- 
plete with  its  belt-holder  and  hook.  It  would  thus  appear  to  have 
been  lost  rather  than  discarded,  and  may  have  been  overlooked 
when  the  hut  camp  was  fired  upon  its  final  abandonment  in  1783. 

It  bears  on  the  face  a  finely  engraved  monogram  of  the  two 
letters  F.  F.  beneath  a  three-arched  crown,  surmounting  a  bonnet  on 
which  are  five  ermine  tails,  recognizable  as  the  insignia  at  that 
period  of  a  ruler  of  Hesse  Cassel.  The  initials  are  evidently  those 
of  Fuerst  Friederick,  or  Prince  Frederick,  and  their  use  on  a  mili- 
tary badge  indicates  their  probable  connection  with  the  Hessian 
regiment  which  bore  that  name,  a  corps  frequently  referred  to  by 
Von  Krafft  in  his  diary  published  in  The  New- York  Historical 
Society's  Collections,  Vol.  XV,  1882. 

A  study  of  various  Hessian  coins,  afforded  by  the  courtesy  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Society,  shows  the  initials  F.  F.  beneath 
a  five-arched  crown  with  orb  and  cross  on  top,  indicative  of  the 
Landgrave's  armorial  right.  As  the  crown  on  the  belt-plate  has 
only  three  arches,  and  as  this  form  of  crown  appears  on  copper 
coins  of  William,  the  eldest  son  of  the  Landgrave,  hereditary  crown 
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prince  of  independent  count  Hanau  Mutzenburg,  it  would  seem 
that  the  combination  points  rather  strongly  to  the  particular  corps 
of  which  the  latter  ruler  was  the  titular  colonel.  This  was  the 
Erb-prinz  Regiment,  sometimes  known  as  the  Hanau,  or  Hesse- 
Hanau  regiment,  and  officially  described  as  "The  regiment  of  In- 
fantry of  His  Serene  Highness  the  Hereditary  Prince  of  Hesse 
Cassel."  This  regiment  also  became  known  as  the  Prince  Fred- 
erick regiment  at  some  time  during  the  war. 

In  the  Hessian  military  establishment,  the  regiments  had  no 
numbers,  but  were  known  by  the  personal  names  of  the  "chef" 
or  titular  colonel,  usually  some  royal  personage  or  officer  of  high 
rank.     (Lowell's   "The   Hessians,"   New  York,    1884.)     Upon   his 


decease  or  transfer  to  some  other  corps,  a  new  appointment  would 
be  made,  so  that  the  title  of  a  regiment  would  be  changed  some- 
times on  several  occasions  during  the  Revolution. 

The  only  other  Hessian  belt-plate  which  has  been  discovered  is 
a  bronze  buckle,  3^  inches  wide  by  2^  inches  broad,  which  was 
found  at  193rd  Street,  Fort  George,  Manhattan  Island,  on  the  side 
of  the  Laurel  Hill  Camp.  This  bears  in  embossed  form  a  file  of 
cannon  balls,  above  which  are  two  cannon  crossed,  surmounted  by 
a  five-arched  crown,  with  the  same  orb  and  cross  on  top  which 
appears  on  the  newly-discovered  plate.  This  is  evidently  a  plate 
of  the  Hessian  Artillery,  a  corps  which  was  part  of  the  army  of 
the  Landgrave  and  therefore  bore  his  insignia. 
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There  was  another  Prince  Frederick  Regiment  of  the  Bruns- 
wick contingent,  which  served  only  in  Canada  and  in  northern 
New  York  under  Burgoyne  and  was  never  in  or  near  the  Citv  of 
New  York. 

The  "Chef"  of  the  Erb  Prinz  regiment  was  Prince  George 
William  of  Hanau,  the  licentious  and  arbitrary  ruler  of  the  unfor- 
tunate inhabitants  of  that  small  principality,  who  was  the  son  and 
heir  apparent  of  the  Landgrave  Frederick.  Its  actual  commanders 
were  Colonel  Von  Hackenberg,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Von  Kochen- 
hausen,  and  Majors  Ludwig  and  Von  Fuchs,  the  latter  of  whom 
became  later  its  Lieutenant  Colonel. 

It  took  part  in  the  battle  of  Brooklyn,  was  transferred  to  Man- 
hattan, and  formed  the  left  wing  of  the  brigade  under  Brigadier- 
General  Stern  in  the  battle  of  Fort  Washington,  November  16,  1776. 

After  serving  elsewhere  during  the  War,  it  was  sent  to  the  South 
as  part  of  the  army  under  Lord  Cornwallis,  with  whom  it  was 
cooped  up  and  surrendered  at  Yorktown.  ("The  Yorktown  Cam- 
paign," Johnston,  1881.) 

In  the  spring  of  the  year,  1783,  a  change  took  place  in  the 
command  of  the  regiment.  It  became  "vacant,"  a  military  term 
indicating  that  some  new  appointment  was  to  be  made.  We  note 
from  Gaines'  Register  of  1782  that  Von  Hackenberg  was  advanced 
that  year  to  the  rank  of  Major-General  and  he  died  in  August, 
1783.  Von  Krafft  asserts  that  he  learned  in  that  month  the  news 
"that  the  Vacant  Erb  Prinz  Regiment  was  to  be  given  to  his  oldest 
son  Prince  Frederick."  This  was  the  little  son  Frederic  of  the 
Crown  Prince  William  born  in  1772  and  therefore  about  eleven 
years  of  age  at  the  time. 

Whether  the  equipment  of  the  regiment  was  at  this  time  changed 
to  the  form  of  insignia  upon  our  belt-plate  we  cannot  now  deter- 
mine. As  regards  the  final  disposition  of  the  Erb  Prinz  regiment, 
it  would  seem  probable  that  they  were  quartered  at  Inwood  at 
some  time  after  their  return  from  the  capture  at  Yorktown. 

They  arrived  on  May  26,  and  part  at  least  were  taken  to  Long 
Island,  but  Von  Krafft  notes  their  arrival  on  August  3,  in  canton- 
ments at  Newtown  so  they  might  have  been  in  New  York  Island 
in  the  meantime.  The  regiment  embarked  for  Europe  on  August 
13,  1783.  Whether  the  plate  belonged  specially  to  this  regiment 
or  to  some  other  Corps,  it  is  undoubtedly  Hessian. 

Reginald  Pelham  Bolton,   Secretary. 
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ROOSEVELT  MEMORIAL  ASSOCIATION 

This  Association  is  asking  the  co-operation  of  all  who  person- 
ally knew  Colonel  Theodore  Roosevelt  in  writing  the  story  of  their 
acquaintance  in  detail  with  dates,  places,  etc.,  and  send  it  to  the 
Association  at  I  Madison  Avenue,  this  city,  togehter  with  any 
unusual  books,  pamphlets,  cartoons,  magazine  articles,  clippings, 
or  photographs  dealing  with  Colonel  Roosevelt's  life  or  interests 
which  they  may  have.  This  worthy  undertaking  should  meet 
with  a  hearty  response,  and  members  of  the  Society  are  asked  to 
aid  it  and  place  permanently  on  record  for  future  generations  the 
complete  life  of  this  departed  great  citizen. 


EXHIBITION 

Revolutionary  Military  Costumes 

An  exhibition  of  thirty-six  original  water-color  paintings  by 
Lt.  Charles  M.  Lefferts  of  the  troops  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution 
will  be  held  in  the  Portrait  Room  of  the  Society  beginning  the 
last  week  in  October.  The  pictures  representing  a  life-time  study 
of  the  artist  are  presented  to  show  how  the  various  regiments 
were  dressed  that  engaged  in  the  War  prior  to  1779.  Each  of  the 
thirteen  states  dressed  their  troops  as  they  saw  fit  without  any 
general  regulation  until  1779.  Besides  representing  the  troops  of 
the  thirteen  states  in  this  exhibit,  the  soldiers  of  the  British,  French, 
and  Hessian  Armies  are  also  shown.  The  painting  of  these  pic- 
tures is  a  unique  undertaking  of  the  Society  and  will  be  shown  for 
the  first  time  to  the  public,  in  co-operation  with  the  pageant  and 
exhibition  of  "America's  Making". 


LECTURES 


November  1,  1921  "Origin  of  the  Flag  of  the  United  States," 
by  Commander  Byron  McCandless,  U.  S. 
Navy.    Illustrated. 
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December  6,  1921      "Early    Explorations    and    Discovery    in    the 
New  World    as   Recorded  in   the  Work  of 
Contemporary    Map  Makers,"  by  Dr.  Ed- 
ward L.  Stevenson  of  the  Hispanic  Society 
of  America.     Illustrated. 
On  January  3,  1922,  Mr.  Worthington  C.  Ford,  Editor  of  the 
Massachusetts   Historical   Society,  will   address  this   Society,   sub- 
ject, "New  York  in  Autobiography." 


NOTES 


Portraits  of  Samuel  Jaudon  by  Thomas  Sully,  presented  by 
Mrs.  A.  Cortlandt  Van  Rensselaer,  and  Augustine  Hicks  Lawrence 
(1770-1828),  by  Gilbert  Stuart  bequest  of  Eliose  Lawrence  Breese 
Norrie  have  been  placed  on  exhibition  in  the  Portrait  Room. 

The  Society  has  added  to  its  Archives: 

Letter  of  Timothy  Bedel  to  Brig.  Gen.  Sullivan  dated  St.  Ours 
(Quebec)  June  12,  1776. 

Letter  of  Cadwallader  Colden  to  Peter  Collinson  dated  Flushing, 
L.  I.,  December  13,  1757. 

By  Bequest  of  Dr.  Titus  Munson  Coan,  811  Ms.  letters  written 
to  and  from  Titus  Coan  and  his  wife  Fidelia  Church  Coan,  1830- 
1872,  parents  of  Dr.  Titus  Munson  Coan. 

From  Mrs.  A.  Cortlandt  Van  Rensselaer — Invitation  of  General 
Washington  to  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  dated  "Thursday  morning." 
Consent  of  George  Clinton  to  John  Van  Rensselaer  to  interview  his 
mother,  dated  Poughkeepsie  November  3,  1782.  Letters  of  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  James  Madison  to  Dr.  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer, 
dated  December  20,  1823  and  December  26,  1823,  respectively. 

From  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman — 30  pieces  of  Ms.  mostly  relat- 
ing to  Gabriel  Furman  dated  1761-1824.  15  pieces  of  Ms.  mostly 
relating  to  Robert  Murray  dated  1 798-1 799. 


MEMBERS 


Miss  Annie   E.    Burke   and   Mrs.   William   D.   Hurlbutt  were 
elected  members  of  the  Society. 
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NECROLOGY 

Henry  Marquand,  a  life  member  since  1881,  died  July  10,  1921 
at  Washington,  D.  C,  in  the  sixty-fifth  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs.  A.  Leo  Everett,  a  member  since  1919,  died  July  14,  1921 
at  Paris,  France. 

Mrs.  Frederick  Dwight,  a  member  since  1919,  died  August  1, 
1921  at  Kerhonkson,  N.  Y. 

George  Peabody  Wetmore,  a  life  member  since  1875,  died 
September  11,  1921,  at  Boston,  Mass.,  in  the  seventy-sixth  year 
of  his  age. 


CONTINENTAL  VILLAGE  TABLET 

A  commendable  tribute  to  the  Mothers  of  the  Revolution  in  the 
form  of  a  large  boulder  with  a  bronze  tablet  will  be  unveiled  on 
October  9,  1921,  at  Continental  Village  in  the  Highlands.  The 
Memorial  is  the  gift  of  Mr.  Stuyvesant  Fish,  Recording  Secretary 
of  the  Society,  and  is  placed  at  the  intersection  of  the  Post  Road 
with  that  leading  up  Canopus  Hollow.  It  bears  the  following 
inscription: 

Continental  Village 
1776-1783 
A  military  post  and  depot  of  sup- 
plies.    Burned  by  the  British, 
October  9,  1777. 
In  memory  of 
The  Mothers  of  the  Revolution 
Who  watched  and  prayed  while 
our  fathers  fought  that  we 
might  be  free. 
"They  also  serve  who  only  stand 
and  wait." 

The  Society's  Field  Exploration  Committee  have  been  actively 
engaged  in  this  section  of  the  Highlands  and  have  made  interesting 
discoveries. 
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NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 

By  the  Late  William  Kelby,  Librarian  of  the  Society 

XIII 

By  Hoffman  &  Glass 
This  Day 
.  .  .  At  io  o'clock  at  Mechanic  Hall,  will  be  sold  an  extensive 
assortment  of  household  and  kitchen  furniture,  the  property  of 
Michael  Little,  who  is  about  retiring  from  business,  consisting  of 
elegant  pier  glasses,  mirrors,  paintings,  prints  with  a  full  length 
likeness  of  general  Washington.  .  .  . 

[American  Citizen,  April  17,  18 10.] 

Of  old  age,  on  Thursday  the  17th  inst.  at  New  Rochelle,  where 
he  resided  for  ten  years  past,  OTTO  PARISIEN,  aged  88  years,  a 
native  of  Berlin,  formerly  an  eminent  goldsmith  of  this  city,  of  which 
he  was  a  respectable  inhabitant  for  upwards  of  forty  years.  He 
always  supported  the  character  of  an  honest  man. 

[The  Columbian,  January  25,  181 1.] 

Card 
Mr.  [Anson]  Dickinson  informs  his  friends,  that  he  has  re-com- 
menced Miniature  Painting,  in  the  City  Hotel,  adjoining  the  Assem- 
bly Room.  [Commercial  Advertiser,  February  16,  181 1.] 

Died 
On  Tuesday  morning,  at  6  o'clock,  James  Sharpies,  Esq.  in  the 
59th  year  of  his  age.     His  friends  and  acquaintance  are  invited  to 
attend  his  funeral,  from  his  late  dwelling,  No.  3,  Lispenard  street 
upper  end  of  Church-street,  this  afternoon  at  4  o'clock. 

[Public  Advertiser,  February  28,  181 1.] 

The  "New  York  Evening  Post"  of  March  29,  181 1,  contains  an 

account  of  the  American  Academy  of  Arts  written  with  a  view  to 

excite  interest  in  its  welfare,  occupying  a  column  and  a  half  of  the 

newspaper.  ^       ^ 

r  I  he  Collection 

Of  Original  Portraits  of  Distinguished  American  Characters, 
painted  by  the  late  James  Sharpies,  Esq.  are  for  sale,  and  may  be 
seen  at  No.  3  Lispenard  Street,  upper  end  of  Church  street. 
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AUGUSTINE  HICKS  LAWRENCE,  1770-182; 

By  Gilbert  Stuart 

Bequest  of  Eloise  Lawrence  Breese  Norrie,  192 1 
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Also 
A  Capital  Grand   PIANO  FORTE,  of  Broadwood's,  selected 
with   great   care   by   an   eminent   Musician,   and   other  competent 
judges,  who  considered  it  the  best  toned  instrument  to  be  found  in 
any  Ware-house  in  London.         [Public  Advertiser,  April  6,  1811.] 

Paintings. 

First — -The  Horrors  of  the  Bastile,  showing  the  rack,  armed  with 
sharp  knives;  the  dungeons  and  prisoners,  as  they  were  discovered 
on  the  memorable  14th  July,  1789,  when  the  fortress  of  despotism 
was  destroyed. 

Second — A  maratime  Painting,  showing  the  destruction  of  that 
immense  magnificent  and  Invincible  Armada  which  was  intended 
in  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  to  subject  England  to  the  control 
of  Spain;  and  which  faithfully  exhibits  the  mode  of  constructing 
and  rigging  ships  of  war  at  that  period. 

Third— -The  destruction  of  the  city  of  London  by  Fire  in  1666, 

.  .  .   (This  scene  to  thy  just  pencil  Smith  we  owe, 

Thy  painted  flames  of  canvass  seem  to  glow)   .  .  . 

Fourth— A  most  beautiful  Grecian  Landscape,  in  which  the 
works  of  art  are  made  to  embelish  nature,  in  that  chaste  and  happy 
manner,  for  which  the  Ancients  have  been  so  eminently  distinguished 

Fifth — The  Storm,  an  agitated  sea,  a  ship  in  distress,  animals 
killed  by  lightning,  &c. 

The  Exhibition  will  be  opened  on  the  4th  July,  from  9  o'clock  in 
the  morning  till  11  in  the  evening.    No.  190  William  street. 

Admittance  25  cents.  [Public  Advertiser,  July  4,  181 1 J 

Died. 
Yesterday  of  a  lingering  illness,  Peter  R.  Maverick,  in  the  57th 
year  of  his  age.    The  friends  of  the  family  are  respectfully  invited 
to  attend  his  funeral  to-morrow  afternoon  at  half  after  3  o'clock 
P.  M.  from  his  late  residence  No.  73  Liberty-st. 

[New-York  Evening  Post,  December  13,  181 1.] 

Mary  Way, 
Portrait  &  Miniature  Painter, 
From  New-London,  Connecticut, 
Takes  Likenesses  upon  Ivory  &  Glass,  in  colors  or  gold,  Land- 
scapes, or  views  of  country  Seats,  &c.  &c.     Paintings  not  approved 
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may  be  returned  without  charge,  at  her  painting  room,  No.  95 
Greenwich-Street;  where  specimens  of  the  different  species  of  her 
performance  may  be  seen  and  the  prices  made  known.  Hours  of 
attendance  from  11  o'clock  till  3. 

[New-York  Evening  Post,  December  14,  1 8 1 1 .] 

SALE  OF   PAINTINGS. 

By  Irving,  Smith  &  Holly 
Saturday,  at  half  past  11  o'clock,  at  the  painting  room  of  Mr. 
Alexander  Robertson,  191  Fulton  street  (late  Partition  street),  a 
collection  of  Paintings,  consisting  of  Landscapes,  Figures,  Groups 
of  Cattle,  &c.  The  Landscapes  principally  consist  of  views 
in  the  United  States:  on  the  Hudson  River,  Lake  George,  &c. 
Also,  one  set  illustrating  the  scenery  of  Niagara,  comprehending 
various  views  from  both  sides  of  the  river,  above  and  below  the 
falls.  These  paintings  are  all  executed  in  oil,  and  of  a  full  size, 
expressly  calculated  for  furniture  pieces. 

[Commercial  Advertiser,  March  19,  1817.] 

AMERICAN  ACADEMY  OF  THE   FINE  ARTS 

The  Board  of  Directors  give  notice,  that  the  second  exhibition 
of  the  American  Academy  of  the  Fine  Arts  will  be  opened  on  the 
second  Monday  of  May  next.  Artists  and  Amateurs  are  respect- 
fully requested  to  send  such  performances  as  they  intend  for  exhi- 
bition, previous  to  the  28th  of  April  inst.  as  no  pictures  or  models 
can  possibly  be  received  after  that  day.  Gentlemen  possessing 
pictures,  and  disposed  to  lend  them  to  the  Academy  for  the  second 
exhibition,  are  respectfully  requested  to  give  notice  to  Mr.  Dunlap, 
at  the  Academy,  who  will  send  for  them. 

The  Board  of  Directors  further  give  notice,  that  the  Gallery 
of  the  Academy  will  be  closed  on  Saturday  next,  the  12th  inst. 
and  the  pictures  now  exhibiting,  removed,  to  enable  the  Com- 
mittee of  Arrangements  to  replace  them  with  new  subjects. 

Alexander  Robertson, 

Secretary. 

Mr.  Dunlap,  Portrait  Painter,  has  removed  his  Pictures  and 
Painting  Establishment  to  the  apartments  appropriated  to  him 
in  the  New- York  Institution  as  Keeper  and  Librarian,  where  he 
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attends  to  do  business  from  10  o'clock  in  the  morning  till  3  in  the 
afternoon.  [Commercial  Advertiser,  April  8,  18 17.] 

Francis  Mezarra,  on  Saturday  last,  was  sentenced  for  a  libel,  in 
caricaturing  or  disfiguring  an  intended  portrait  of  a  gentleman, 
(by  affixing  asses  ears  to  it),  for  whom  it  was  painted,  and  who 
refused  to  pay  for  it  from  its  want  of  resemblance,  found  guilty  at 
a  preceding  term.  Being  a  foreigner  not  in  affluent  circumstances, 
and  induced  to  take  the  step  by  the  frequency  of  the  practice  in 
his  native  country,  and  his  ignorance  of  the  laws  and  language  of 
ours,  he  was  fined  in  the  mitigated  penalty  of  one  hundred  dollars. 
[The  Ladies  Weekly  Museum,  September  20,  18 17.] 

E.  METCALF,  Portrait  and  Miniature  Painter,  having  re- 
covered his  health,  has  returned  to  the  city,  and  resumed  the 
exercise- of  his  profession  at  No.  152  Broadway. 

[Commercial  Advertiser,  September  22,  1817.] 

The  National  Advocate  of  March  18,  181 8  prints  a  long  letter 
from  "An  Artist"  criticising  a  bill  in  the  Legislature  affording 
financial  aid  to  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts,  the  money  of  which 
he  thinks  will  be  used  to  purchase  a  few  pictures  from  Col.  Trum- 
bull, their  President,  for  #13,000.  [worth  #3,000.]  "An  Artist" 
thinks  Paffs  Gallery  worth  twenty  times  as  much  to  the  Academy 
as  Col.  Trumbull's  and  hopes  for  a  reorganization  of  the  Institution. 

This  letter  is  followed  by  various  communications  pro  and  con 
printed  in  the  same  paper  covering  the  period  March  21  to  July 
30,  1 81 8.     In  the  course  of  which  an  artist  "Neutral  Tint"  review 
the  works  of  art  in  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts. 

TRUMBULL'S  INDEPENDENCE 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  have 
employed  Colonel  John  Trumbull,  of  this  city,  to  paint  several 
historical  pictures,  commemorative  of  some  of  the  most  important 
events  of  the  war  of  Independence.  These  were — The  Declaration 
of  Independence — The  Capture  of  Burgoyne — The  Capture  of 
Cornwallis — and,  The  Surrendering  of  his  Commission  to  Congress 
by  General  Washington,  after  the  Peace.  The  first  of  these  splen- 
did paintings  is  nearly  finished,  and  will  be  carried  to  Washington 
at  the  commencement  of  the  next  session  of  Congress.     This  pic- 
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ture  covers  a  canvass  measuring  eighteen  by  twelve  feet,  and  con- 
tains no  less  than  forty-seven  portraits,  thirty-seven  of  them  taken 
from  the  life  by  Col.  Trumbull,  and  the  remaining  ten  from  like- 
nesses drawn  by  other  artists,  the  originals  having  deceased  before 
Col.  Trumbull  had  an  opportunity  to  obtain  them.  It  represents 
Congress  in  session,  at  the  moment  when  Mr.  Jefferson,  attended 
by  the  committee  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  and  of  which  he  was  chairman,  is  present- 
ing the  draft  of  that  now  venerable  instrument.  The  scene  is  one 
of  the  most  solemn,  and  sublime,  that  can  well  be  imagined;  and 
the  association  of  ideas  to  which  it  gives  rise,  is  of  the  most  im- 
pressive and  interesting  character.  No  inhabitant  of  this  country 
can  view  it,  without  experiencing  a  deep  sense  of  the  hazards  which 
the  members  of  that  illustrious  assembly  thus  voluntarily  assumed, 
— of  the  anxiety,  the  sufferings,  and  the  triumphant  success,  by 
which  that  most  important  transaction  was  followed.  Before  this 
great  and  decisive  step  was  taken,  the  people  of  the  States  con- 
sidered themselves  as  only  struggling  against  oppression — from  that 
moment  forward  they  contended  for  existence. 

In  order  to  multiply  the  copies  of  this  national  picture,  Col. 
Trumbull  proposes  to  procure  it  to  be  engraved  by  one  of  the  most 
eminent  artists  in  Europe,  provided  a  subscription  for  the  prints 
shall  be  filled,  which  will  justify  him  in  hazarding  the  expense. 
The  price  of  the  plate,  together  with  the  incidental  charges,  will 
surpass  the  sum  which  Congress  allow  him  for  the  original.  It  is 
therefore  obvious,  that  he  must  have  a  reasonable  prospect  of  re- 
muneration, before  he  ventures  to  contract  for  the  engraving. 
With  the  view  of  ascertaining  the  state  of  public  feeling,  the  extent 
of  public  liberality,  towards  this  specimen  of  native  genius  and 
talents,  he  has  issued  proposals  for  publishing  the  prints.  The  sub- 
scription, which  is  honoured  with  the  names  of  the  four  living  Pres- 
idents of  the  U.  States,  was  presented  to  Congress  the  last  winter, 
and  subscribed  by  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  both  Houses, 
as  well  as  by  the  Heads  of  che  Departments.  Col.  Trumbull  now 
proposes  to  circulate  it  in  this  city,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  an 
opportunity  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  place  of  his  residence  to 
patronize  the  work  under  consideration.  After  which,  it  will  be 
offered  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  large  towns,  and,  as  far  as 
is  practicable,  throughout  the  country. 

[Commercial  Advertiser,  May  12,  181 8.] 
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THE  AMERICAN  ARMY   BUTTON  OF  THE 
WAR  OF  THE   REVOLUTION 

A  veritable  treasure  trove  of  early  American  army  buttons 
recently  recovered  from  the  Revolutionary  camps  in  the  vicinity 
of  West  Point  by  the  Field  Exploration  Committee  of  the  New 
York  Historical  Society  presents  an  array  of  specimens  replete 
with  historical  and  patriotic  interest.  Heraldic  interests  there  are 
too;  and  when  we  come  to  study  carefully  the  many  specimens 
we  find  medallic  features,  while  the  numismatic  value  of  the  col- 
lection as  a  whole  is  surprising. 

There  has  been,  for  some  time  past,  in  certain  circles,  an  acute 
interest  in  old  American  military  buttons,  but  the  recent  finds 
have  caused  the  button  of  our  troops  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
period  to  loom  big  in  the  field  of  army  historical  research. 

There  is  very  little  literature  bearing  upon  the  American  uni- 
form button,  and  this  paper  is  less  a  treatise  on  the  subject  than 
a  record  of  specimens  actually  found.  So  complete  have  been  the 
ravages  of  moths  and  other  agencies  that  practically  no  uniforms 
of  the  War  of  Independence  remain  today  that  can  be  identified 
as  such  by  inscribed  buttons  upon  them. 

Following  the  French  practice,  which  was  instituted  as  early  as 
1762,  the  British  adopted  numbered,  or  inscribed,  buttons  for  the 
various  corps  of  the  army  in  1768,  and  in  the  first  years  of  the 
struggle  for  independence  certain,  if  not  all,  of  the  states  of  the 
American  union  sought  to  follow  the  practice  of  the  British.  As 
will  be  seen  not  all  of  the  regimental  buttons  recovered  have  a 
figure  or  number  upon  them,  but  gradually  we  are  able  to  assign 
specimens  to  their  proper  corps  by  the  attributes  or  emblems 
which  they  display. 

The  coin-like  precision  which  characterizes  the  die-work  of  the 
British  1 8th  century  buttons  is  lacking  on  the  American  speci- 
mens, and  the  efforts  of  the  American  button  maker  to  follow  the 
tradition  or  established  practices  of  his  profession  are  in  some 
instances  pathetic. 

The  buttons  of  the  private  soldiers  were  made  of  pewter,  or 
lead,  and  cast  as  they  were  in  moulds,  crudeness  was  neces- 
sarily the  rule.    Such  buttons  of  the  American  officers  as  have  been 
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found    are    of  elegant    design    and    workmanship,    and    some    are 
probably  of  French  origin. 

A  recital  of  the  several  regulations  pertaining  to  uniform  buttons 
of  the  Revolution  would  be  out  of  place  in  this  brief  story  of  finds 
made,  and  we  hasten,  therefore,  to  a  description  of  the  first-hand 
material  which  we  have  to  submit. 

For  the  reason  that  the  greater  number  of  our  specimens  have 
been  recovered  from  the  Hudson  Highlands  camps  they  pertain 
mostly  to  the  later  years  of  the  War  of  Independence,  when 
hut  camps  were  occupied  by  the  New  England  troops. 

Most  commonly  found,  for  they  are  recovered  from  every  old 
camp,  are  the  pewter  buttons  inscribed  with  the  monogram, 
"U.S. A."  They  occur  in  large  and  small  sizes  as  shown  in 
Plate  I.  Two  types  are  found — those  with  the  beaded  rim,  and 
plainer  specimens  lacking  this  feature.  They  have  been  recovered 
during  the  past  few  field  seasons  from  "Camp  Robinson's  Farm,"  at 
Garrison,  and  from  "Camp  Connecticut  Village"  at  Cold  Spring, 
also  from  the  "North,"  and  the  "South"  redoubts  at  Garrison 
opposite  West  Point;  but  the  greater  number  of  specimens  have 
come  from  Constitution  Island  and  the  old  redoubts  in  the  vicinity 
of  West  Point. 

From  a  ruin  near  the  military  work  known  as  No.  7  on  Con- 
stitution Island  came  the  only  specimen — so  far  recovered  from  a 
camp — of  an  officers'  button  of  the  "U.S.A."  type.  Several  ele- 
gant specimens  of  the  officers'  variety  with  the  "U.S.A."  mono- 
gram were  found  some  years  ago  in  an  old  house  in  Dighton,  Mass. 
These  specimens  have  thin  repousse  white-metal  faces  and  wood 
backs. 

How  early  the  "U.S.A."  buttons  were  worn  has  not  as  yet  been 
determined;  they  probably  had  their  origin  with  the  establishment 
of  the  Continental  Line.  The  private  soldiers'  buttons  were  cast 
in  moulds  as  leaden  bullets  were  cast,  and  that  the  work  of  cast- 
ing or  moulding  was  performed  in  the  camps  is  evidenced  by  the 
unfinished  specimens  recovered  from  the  refuse  pits.  It  is  quite 
probable  that  the  officers'  buttons  were  fabricated  in  France,  for 
the  wooden  backs  were  a  feature  of  the  French  buttons  of  the 
period. 

At  every  redoubt  explored  by  the  Field  Committee  specimens  of 
the    American    artillerymen's    uniform    buttons    were    unearthed. 
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All  of  the  small  buttons  of  the  artillerymen  have  impressed  upon 
them  a  coehorn  mortar,  while  the  larger  buttons  have  a  cannon 
and  a  flag;  and  here  we  observe  a  remarkable  feature,  for,  upon 
the  flag  there  is  plainly  depicted  the  British  Union  where  now  the 
stars   of  our  Union    appear.     We   must,   therefore,    attribute   this 


"U.S.A."  Continental  buttons.     Found  on  various  sites  in  the  Hudson  Highlands. 
Specimen  No.  3  is  an  officer's  button,  and  was  found  at  Redoubt  No.  7  on  Constitution  Island. 

design  to  the  very  first  year  of  the  struggle,  before  separation  from 
the  mother  country  was  in  mind. 

Artillery  buttons  of  both  types  have  been  found  by  the  Com- 
mitteemen at  the  "North,"  and  "South"  redoubts  at  Garrison, 
in  Putnam  County,  and  at  the  several  other  redoubts  com- 
prising the  citadel  of  West  Point.  The  specimens  found  are  mostly 
of  the  officer  type,  yet  a  few  specimens  of  the  solid  pewter  variety 
also  appear.  In  company  with  the  foregoing  varieties  of  American 
artillery  buttons  there  were  found  at  Redoubt  No.  4  two  artillery 
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buttons  of  unique  design.  These  buttons  have  two  cannon  back 
to  back,  behind  which  is  displayed  a  trophy  of  flags  with  stripes. 
We  can  only  conjecture  that  these  buttons  are  American — they 
may,  however,  be  French.     See  No.  3,  Plate  II. 

With  the  exception  of  the  "U.S.A."  type  of  button  all  the  speci- 
mens which  we  are  able  to  present  herewith  are  shown  for  the 
first  time,  and  in  the  array  of  types  of  state  regiments  are 
many  surprises.  The  discovery  of  so  many  items  within  a  brief 
period  would  be  considered  miraculous,  but  really  the  collection 
has  resulted  from  an  accumulated  knowledge,  or  science  of  button 
hunting.     Not  where  the  layman  would  expect  to  secure  them  are 


Plate  II 
American  Artillery  buttons.    Found  at  Revolutionary  redoubts  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Point. 

the  elements  of  our  collections  found.  Battlefields  yield  no  speci- 
mens, nor  are  they  garnered  from  wasting  earthworks,  or  camps 
proper.  Standing  within,  or  near,  a  ruined  redoubt  the  inexperi- 
enced sentimentalist  might  despair  of  any  knowledge  of  its  builders 
or  occupants;  but  given  primitive  or  undisturbed  surroundings 
the  experienced  field  worker  unravels  the  secret  "in  a  jiffy."  The 
refuse  pits  of  the  soldiery  located  within  a  camp  or  adjacent  to  a 
fortress  contain,  invariably,  the  record  desired.  The  outward  and 
visible  sign  of  a  "dump"  is  luxurious  vegetation — the  result  of  a 
garbage-enriched  soil.  Within  a  camp  receptacles  were  supposed 
to  be  dug  for  camp  refuse,  but  adjacent  to  camp  or  fortification 
a  sloping  bank  too  often  received  the  table  or  kitchen  refuse,  the 
oyster  shells  and  soupbones,  the  worn-out  shoes,  and  happily  the 
discarded  uniforms  and  bits  of  military  equipment.     Never,  there- 
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fore,  within  a  camp  or  upon  an  obliging  bankside  have  old  bones 
and  similar  refuse  failed  as  a  harbinger  of  military  buttons. 

During  the  field  season  of  1921,  provided  with  a  courteous 
letter  of  permission  from  Brig.  Gen.  MacArthur,  the  Superintendent 
of  West  Point,  the  Committeemen  of  the  New  York  Historical  So- 
ciety operated  at  several  Revolutionary  redoubts  back  of  West  Point, 
and  at  every  site  the  searchers  were  rewarded  by  rich  finds 
of  regimental  buttons.  Redoubts  No.  1,  No.  2,  and  No.  3  yielded 
a  due  quota  of  interesting  specimens,  but  it  was  at  No.  4  that 
the  greatest  hit  of  the  season  was  made.  Within  the  north  ditch 
or  moat  at  No.  4  many  buttons  were  found;  other  specimens  were 
sifted  from  the  scant  soil  on  the  face  of  the  rocky  ledge  before  the 
fort,  but  what  really  amounted  to  a  "treasure"  was  located  by 
Mr.  Barck  of  the  committee  at  the  foot  of  a  rock  ledge  a  few  rods 
to  the  south  of  the  redoubt.  He  assumed  that  the  New  Eng- 
enders who  garrisoned  the  redoubt  would,  quite  naturally,  step 
out  to  the  edge  of  the  rocky  ledge  and  throw  their  garbage  into 
space.  Digging  up  the  soil  quite  close  to  the  base  of  the  ledge, 
quantities  of  old  bones  came  to  light  in  our  sieves,  and  within 
a  square  yard  of  digging  space  we  found  about  forty  buttons 
from  the  uniforms  of  the  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  troops. 
There  were  in  this  collection  fourteen  distinct  varieties.  In  every 
sieve  full  of  dirt  there  was  a  thrill  for  the  explorers,  especially 
when  a  new  type  of  button  appeared.  From  this  dump  came  a 
quite  perfect  button  bearing  the  numeral  "3,"  within  a  large 
letter  "C"  which  was  formed  of  two  dolphins.  About  half  a 
dozen  of  the  dolphin  buttons  were  found  at  Redoubt  No.  4.  The 
letter  "C"  is  doubtless  for  "Connecticut,"  and  the  dolphins  were 
adopted  by  the  3rd  Connecticut  Regiment  as  a  compliment  to 
the  French  on  the  birth  of  the  Dauphin  in  1781. 

The  4th  Connecticut  Regiment  is  represented  in  the  Redoubt 
No.  4  collection  by  an  unique  specimen  of  the  period.  It  has  the 
ordinal  "4th"  above  a  foliated  script  monogram  "C.R.,"  indica- 
tive of  the  Fourth  Connecticut  regiment.  Other  regimental  buttons 
of  the  Connecticut  line  have  their  numerical  designations  above  a 
plain  "C.  R.,"  and  of  this  variety  we  have  recovered  the  1st,  2nd, 
4th,  and  5th  Conn,  regiments.     See  Plate  III. 

A  peculiar  type  of  button,  specimens  of  which  are  marked  2,  5,  7, 
or  9,  are  found  on  all  sites  occupied  by  Connecticut  troops  in  the 
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Hudson  Highlands.  These  buttons  differ  from  all  the  others  in  that 
they  have  cylindrical  shanks  with  perforations  at  right  angles  to 
each  other  for  the  cord  or  thread.     Upon  the  face  the  regimental 


Plate  III 
Button  of  Connecticut  regiments  found  at  "Camp  Robinson's  Farm,"  and  at  redoubts  at  West  Point. 


number  is  displayed  within  a  broken  circle — a  distinctly  French 
feature,  but  which  was  used  also  by  the  British,  even  down  to  quite 
a  recent  date.     See  Plate  IV. 

The  entire  Massachusetts  line  of  regiments  from  I  to  10  are 
represented  in  buttons  from  the  old  redoubts  of  West  Point.  The 
Massachusetts  buttons  have,  fortunately,  in  every  case  the  name 
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of  their  state,  in  abbreviation,  upon  them.  Sometimes  it  is  briefly 
shown  as  "Mas.,"  sometimes  as  "Mass.,"  and  again  as  "Massa." 
Occasionally  the  numbers  are  expressed  in  arabic  numerals,  but 
most  often  the  roman  numerals  are  employed.  See  Plates  V  and  VI. 
There  were  no  hard  and  fast  regulations  stipulating  particular 
designs  on  army  buttons  and  consequently  we  find  a  variety  of 
ornamentations  such  as  a  half  wreath  on  the  ist  and  7th  Mass., 


Pewter  buttons,  French  model  of  1762.  Found  in  various  camps  in  the  Hudson  Highlands,  and  associated 
with  buttons  of  the  Connecticut  troops.  Supposed  to  belong  to  the  ist,  2nd,  5th,  7th,  and  9th  Connecticut  regi- 
ments. 


a  war  trophy  of  flags  and  a  drum  etc.  on  the  3rd  Mass.,  crossed 
swords  on  the  6th,  and  a  skull  and  cross  bones  on  the  8th  Massa- 
chusetts buttons.  Buttons  of  the  "Bloody  Eighth"  with  its 
gruesome  emblem  are  not  plentiful,  for  only  four  specimens  have 
been  found.  One  specimen  was  recovered  at  Connecticut  Village, 
one  is  from  a  soldier's  grave  at  West  Point,  and  two  are  from  the 
redoubts  back  of  West  Point.     See  Plate  V. 

Three  small  pewter  buttons  inscribed  with  the  monogram  "N.Y." 
were  found  amongst  the  camp  refuse  at  Fort  Constitution  on  Con- 
stitution  Island,   and  these  with   one  similar  specimen   found   at 
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Fort  George  in  New  York  City  are  the  only  identifiable   buttons 
of  the  New  York  State  troops  in  the  Revolution. 

Mr.  Fred  B.  Richards  of  Glens  Falls  has  what  he  claims  is  the 
only  button  extant  of  the  1st  Penn.  Battalion,  also  specimens  of  the 
2nd  and  the  4th  Pennsylvania  Battalion.  All  three  are  from  Ticon- 
deroga.  At  Fort  Ticonderoga  was  found  also  a  button  or  two  of 
the  New  Jersey  troops  in  the  Revolution.  Another  specimen — a 
badly  battered  one,  was  found  in  the  British  Camp  at  195th  Street 


Buttons — small  type— of  Massachusetts  regiments.     Found  on  various  sites  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Point. 
No.  s  is  an  officer's  button,  silver  Dlated. 


Broadway,  in  New  York  City.  The  New  Jersey  buttons  are  unique 
in  having  the  name  of  the  state  spelled  out  in  full  in  script. 

At  213th  Street  near  the  west  bank  of  the  Harlem  River  was 
found,  in  company  with  some  British  buttons  of  the  Revolution, 
a  small  pewter  button  bearing  the  numeral  "1,"  which  appears 
above  the  monogram  "M.B.,"  and  this  button  is  attributed  to  the 
1st  Maryland  Battalion.     See  Plate  VII. 

In  our  collection  of  Revolutionary  buttons  Rhode  Island  is  rep- 
resented by  a  specimen  found  many  years  ago  in  the  American 
camp  at  Cold  Spring,  opposite  West  Point.  This  button  has  cast 
upon  its  face  the  letters  "R.I.R."     It  belonged  to  the  first  regiment 
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Plate  VI 
Buttons—large  type— of/Massachusetts  regiments.     Found  on  various  sites  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Point. 
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of  troops  formed  in  Rhode  Island,  and  the  initial  letters  stand  for 
"Rhode  Island  Regiment. "  Later  there  was  a  "2nd  Rhode 
Island  Regiment."  The  Rhode  Island  Regiment  whichhadserved  at 


Plate  VII 

No.  1.  Button  of  the  New  York  State  troops.  Found  at  Fort  Constitution,  on  Constitution  Island  in  the 
Hudson  at  West  Point. 

No.  2.  Button  of  1st  Maryland  Battalion.  Found  at  213th  Street  near  the  west  bank  of  the  Harlem  River, 
New  York  City. 

No.  3.   Bronze  Button  of  the  "Delaware  Regiment."     Found  at  the  British  fort  at  Richmond,  Staten  Island. 

No.  4.  Officer's  button,  supposed  to  be  of  the  "Bucks  of  America,"  a  colored  corps,  raised  in  New  England. 
Found  at  Redoubt  No.  4,  at  West  Point. 

No.  5.   Button  of  the  New  Jersey  troops.     Found  at  Fort  Ticonderoga. 

No.  6.  Button  of  a  regiment  raised  in  Boston  in  1776.  Found  in  "  Camp  Robinson  Farm,"  at  Garrison,  N.  Y.f 
opposite  West  Point. 

No.  7.   Button  of  the  "Rhode  Island  Regiment."     Found  at  Cold  Spring,  N.  Y. 


Yorktown,  Va.,  was  later  at  Philadelphia,  and  moved  to  the  Hud- 
son Highlands  in  August,  1782. 

Col.  Haslet's  Delaware  regiment  was  said  to  be  the  best  equipped 
regiment  in  the  service,  and  we  believe  we  have  a  memento  of  this 
corps  in  a  neat  bronze  button  inscribed  in  monogram,  "D.R." 
This  specimen  was  found   by  members  of  the  Field  Exploration 
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Committee  in  the  camp  dump  near  the  old  British  fort  at   Rich- 
mond, Staten  Island. 

Amongst  the  refuse  in  the  camp  known  as  "Camp  Robinson's 
Farm"  at  Garrison  opposite  West  Point,  where  the  Connecticut 
men  were  hutted  during  the  winter  of  1779-80  and  probably 
1780-81,  an  officer's  button  was  found  having  the  design  of  a  hand 
grasping  a  naked  sword;  surrounding  which  is  the  inscription: 
"INIMICA  TYRANNIS."  We  learn  from  a  work  entitled,  "Old 
Middlesex"  that  these  buttons  pertain  to  a  regiment  raised  in 
Boston   after  the  departure  of  the   British   in    1776.      Hostile    to 


Plate  VIII 
Uniform  buttons  of  the  ist,  2nd,  and  4th  Pennsylvania  Battalions.     Found  at  Ticonderoga. 

tyrants  they  were  in  those  days,  and  the  button  is  the  forerunner 
of  the  "Inimica  Tyrannis"  cent  of  1785. 

In  company  with  Massachusetts  buttons  at  Connecticut  Village, 
on  Constitution  Island,  and  at  West  Point  were  found  lead  or 
pewter  buttons  with  an  heraldic  eagle  upon  them  and  they 
appear  to  have  had  a  successor  in  the  cents  of  Massachusetts 
in  1785. 

A  silver-plated  button  of  the  officer  variety  found  on  our  first 
visit  to  Redoubt  No.  4  at  West  Point  in  the  early  spring  of  192 1 
promised  for  a  while  to  defy  our  efforts  at  its  identification.  We 
believe  now,  however,  that  it  is  attributable  to  the  negro  corps 
raised  in  New  England  and  dubbed  the  "Bucks  of  America." 
Their  flag,  displaying  a  bounding  stag  or  buck,  such  as  is  shown 
upon  the  button,  is  preserved  in  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society  Collection. 
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On  Plate  IX  are  shown  seven  buttons  from  camps  in  the  vicin- 
ity of  West  Point,  but  to  what  corps  these  specimens  pertain  we 
must,  for  the  present,  remain  in  doubt.  Specimens  No.  I,  No.  2,  and 
No.    6  are  from  Redoubt  No.  4,   and  probably    belong  to  eithei 


Buttons  bearing  numerical  designations  of  corps  not  identified.     Found  on  sites  in  the  vicinity  of  West  Point. 
Specimens  No.  3,  No.  4,  and  No.  5  are  probably  of  Massachusetts  militia  regiments. 


the  Massachusetts  or  Connecticut  State  troops,  as  they  were 
associated  with  uniform  buttons  of  those  states.  Specimen  No.  7, 
which  displays  the  numeral  "8,"  is  from  the  "Robinson's  Farm" 
camp.  We  have  no  data  at  hand  at  present  to  determine  the  ori- 
gin of  this  button,  but  in  time  we  may  be  able  to  assign  it  to  its 
proper  corps. 

Specimens  No.    3    and   No.  4   being  of  character    uniform  with 
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specimen  No.  5,  which  is  doubtless  of  the  24th  Massachusetts 
Continental  Infantry,  may  quite  safely  be  attributed  to  the  same 
class  of  troops. 

At  Redoubt  No.  4,  and  on  Constitution  Island,  associated  with 
American  army  buttons  there  were  found  buttons  of  various 
British  regiments  which  served  in  the  Revolution.  Buttons  of  the 
7th,  15th,  and  40th  British  regular  regiments  found  at  Fort  Con- 
stitution are  identical  in  pattern  with  those  found  in  British  Camps 
on  Manhattan  Island,  and  represent  corps  which  served  in  New 
York;  but  the  59th  Regiment  button  from  Constitution  Island 
pertains  to  a  corps  which  had  served  in  Boston  in  1775,  and  had 
no  service  in  these  parts  during  the  war. 

At  Redoubt  No.  4  were  found  buttons  of  the  28th,  49th,  57th, 
60th,  and  64th  British  regiments.  The  28th,  49th  and  60th  but- 
tons are  of  types  usually  found  on  Revolutionary  sites;  but  the 
57th  and  64th  buttons  are  oddities  in  that  they  are  evidently  of 
American  manufacture;  and  while  they  are  of  the  kind  worn  by 
British  private  soldiers,  the  designs  upon  them  are  like  those  upon 
the  officer's  button  of  the  57th  and  64th  regiments.  We  may  con- 
jecture that  these  buttons  were  fabricated  by  the  American  mili- 
tary authorities  either  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  in  proper 
order  the  uniforms  of  captive  British  officers,  or  with  the  object 
of  rigging  out  American  spies. 

Other  British  buttons  worthy  of  mention  as  being  found  in 
American  camps  in  the  highlands  are  the  button  of  the  23rd  Regi- 
ment, and  those  of  the  Royal  Marines  found  in  the  camp  known 
as  "Hempstead  Huts"  in  Putnam  County,  and  the  button  of  the 
5th  Regiment  found  in  "Camp  Robinson's  Farm."  Any,  or  all, 
of  the  buttons  quoted  may  have  been  worn  by  British  prisoners 
withn  the  American  camps,  or  captured  British  uniforms  may 
have  been  worn  in  camp  by  poverty-stricken  New  England  troops. 

William  L.  Calver. 
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DE  PEYSTER  FAMILY  PAPERS 

By  the  gift  of  Mr.  F.  Ashton  De  Peyster,  a  member  of  the 
Society,  the  Library  has  recently  acquired  1,754  manuscripts 
consisting  of  deeds,  bonds,  certificates,  bills  of  lading,  muster  rolls, 
letters,  wills,  account  books,  surveys,  and  miscellaneous  items  re- 
lating to  the  De  Peyster,  Schuyler,  Turnbull,  Waters,  Kennedy,  and 
Du  Bois  families  covering  the  period  1682-1827.  A  few  of  the  more 
important  items  may  be  mentioned  such  as  a  volume  of  39  letters 
from  ministers  of  the  Dutch  Church  dated  New  York  and  Kingston 
1689  and  1690  pertaining  to  a  church  controversy  at  the  time  and 
written  by  W.  D'Meyer,  Hendricus  Van  der  Bosch,  Rudolphus 
Varick,  Hendricus  Selyns,  Benjamin  Provost,  Johannes  Wynkoop, 
P.  Thesschenmaccher,  Pieter  Bogardus,  Thomas  Chambers,  Dirck 
Schepmoes,  W.  De  la  Montagne,  Jacob  De  Kay,  etc. 

2  volumes  of  Abstracts  of  Land  Patents  in  Albany  County  from 
Governor  Nicolls  and  Governor  Lovelace  dated  September  25, 
1665  to  August  13,  1669,  and  September  29,  1677,  to  September  3, 
1696. 

Correspondence  anent  the  estate  between  the  heirs  of  Lt.  Col. 
George  Turnbull  and  Frederick  De  Peyster,  65  letters    18 10-1827. 

Certificate  of  Governor  George  Clinton  dated  Fort  George 
February  6,  1747,  stating  that  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler  was  Com- 
manding Officer  and  Colonel  of  Forces  raised  in  New  Jersey  for  the 
late  intended  Expedition  against  Canada  1746-1747. 

Certificate  of  Archibald  Kennedy  stating  that  Pierre  De  Peyster 
served  on  board  his  Majesty's  Ship  Coventry  from  December  31, 
1763,  to  March  17,  1766. 

Will  of  Abraham  De  Peyster,  1702. 

Muster  Roll  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  men,  Captain  James  Clinton's 
Company  dated  April  13,  1759. 

Muster  Roll  2d  Regiment  Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  men,  dated 
April  20,  1759. 

Muster  Roll  Orange  County,  N.  J.,  men,  Captain  James  How- 
ells  Company,  dated  April  27,  1759. 

44  Promissory  notes  made  payable  to  Col.  Peter  Schuyler  for 
soldiers  and  seamen's  pay  dated  1 756-1 760. 


106  THE     N  E  W-Y  ORK    HISTORICAL     SOCIETY 

Letter  book  of  Peter  Du  Bois  (?)  dated  Albany,  N.  Y.,  March 
7  to  October  25,  1760,  relating  to  military  affairs. 

104  receipts  for  wages,  etc.,  on  board  the  ship  Beaver,  Captain 
Pierre  De  Peyster  1 771-1772,  and  his  accounts  with  Messrs 
Franklin,  Thompson  and  Bard  owners  of  the  Beaver. 

42  receipts  for  wages,  etc.,  on  board  the  ship  New  Hope  and  ac- 
counts between  the  Captain  Pierre  De  Peyster  and  Samuel  Brown 
and  Samuel  Verplanck  owners. 


TRINITY  CHURCH  RECORDS 

The  following  affidavit  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Auchmuty,  D.D.,  is 
from  the  De  Peyster  family  papers,  recently  presented  by  Mr.  F. 
Ash  ton  De  Peyster.  The  statement  concerning  the  Trinity  Church 
Records  is  of  interest  and,  therefore,  printed  in  full. 

City  of       1 

New  York  J 

I  Samuel  Auchmuty,  D.D.  Rector  of  Trinity  Church,  and 
Minister  of  the  City  aforesaid  Do  hereby  Certify  that  on  the  twenty 
fourth  day  of  February,  A.D.  1749/50  the  Records  of  Christenings 
marriages  &c,  belonging  to  said  Trinity  Church  were  unfortunately 
destroyed  by  fire;  so  that  no  other  Records  of  Christenings  can  now 
be  obtained,  but  from  Family  Bibles:  I  also  Certify  that  I  have 
examined  the  Family  Bible  of  Pierre  Guilliaume  De  Peyster  Esqr, 
in  which  there  is  a  fair  and  regular  entry  of  the  birth  of  all  his 
Children;  and  do  find  that  his  Son  Pierre  William  De  Peyster,  the 
bearer  of  this  Certificate  was  born  on  the  first  day  of  March,  An- 
noque  Domini  1745/6,  and  Christened  the  Sixteenth  day  following 
by  the  late  Revd  Mr  William  Vesey,  then  Rector  of  Trinity  Church 
aforesaid. 

In  Testimony  hereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  fixed 
my  Seal,  this  Sixteenth  day  of  November  Annoque  Domini  1767. 

Samuel  Auchmuty. 
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BENEDICT  ARNOLD  RELIC,  FOUND 
AT  WOODHAVEN 

An  interesting  little  relic  pertaining  directly  to  Gen.   Benedict 
Arnold,  the  traitor,  has  just  been  acquired  by  the  Field  Exploration 


Committee.     This   memento,  which   is   made  of  lead,   about  one 
eighth  of  an  inch  thick,  is  of  the  size  shown  in  the  above  plate. 
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Attached  to  the  leaden  object  is  a  brass  chain  of  seventeen  links, 
and  suggests  that  the  memento  had  served  as  an  identification 
check  for  a  key. 

Plainly  incised  on  one  side  of  the  leaden  check  are  the  words 
"ARNOLD'S  STAFF,"  while  upon  the  other  side  is  inscribed 
"CON.  ARMY." 

The  key  check,  if  such  it  be,  was  doubtless  attached  to  the  key 
that  belonged  to  the  lock  which  sealed  the  container  of  the  docu- 
ments of  Gen.  Arnold's  staff  officers. 

Mr.  Howard  P.  Bullis,  of  Brooklyn,  found  the  little  relic  within 
the  ruins  of  a  very  old  house  near  the  junction  of  135th  Avenue, 
and  Woodhaven  Avenue.  With  the  key  check  were  about  two 
dozen  copper  coins  of  George  II  and  George  III. 

William  L.  Calver. 


LECTURES 


February  7,  1922     "Panama    Canal    in    Travelogue,"    by    A.    W. 
Wyndham,  C.E. 

March    7,    1922       "Early   New    York     Theatres,"     by    Professor 
George  C.  D.  Odell  of  Columbia  University. 

April   4,    1922  "Gilbert  Stuart,  Artist  and   Historian,"  by  Mr. 

Frank  W.  Bayley. 


NOTES 


The  Society  received  as  a  bequest  of  Mrs.  D.  Cady  Eaton,  a 
large  wing  chair  which  was  brought  from  England  by  Sir  William 
Johnson,  who  gave  it  to  Col.  James  Livingston,  his  friend,  and 
passed  on  down  to  D.  Cady  Eaton,  great  great  grandson  of  James 
Livingston. 

With  this  issue  of  the  Bulletin  appears  the  last  installment^ 
"Notes  on  American  Artists,"  compiled  from  notes  made  byjthe 
late  William  Kelby,  Librarian  of  the  Society.  These  notes  will  be 
reprinted  and  issued  as  a  separate  publication  of  "The  John  Divine 
Jones  Fund." 
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Mr.  T.  O.  Fraenkel  presented  his  collection  of  fifty  water  color 
pictures  of  historic  and  picturesque  landmarks  about  Greater  New 
York,  painted  by  himself.  They  will  be  exhibited  in  the  Spring 
of  1922. 

Mrs.  William  L.  Bliss  presented  the  Kip  Family  Bible,  contain- 
ing the  family  records  165 5-1906. 

A  "List  or  Description  of  Each  Dwelling  house"  occupied  in 
Kingston,  Marbletown  and  Hurley,  N.  Y.,  October  1,  1798,  was 
presented  by  Dr.  George  W.  Nash  through  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Hoffman, 
together  with  copies  of  the  Tax  roll  of  Hurley  for  171 5,  Assessment 
rolls  for  1798,  1805,  1809  and  1815. 


MEMBERS 

The  following  candidates  were  elected  members  of  the  Society: 

Annual  Members 

Henry  W.   Lanier,   Major  John  Ward   Dunsmore,   Harold  L. 
Ehrich,  Miss  Margurita  L.  Hawley. 

Life  Members 

Mr.  Gouverneur  Kemble.  Theodore  O.  Fraenkel 


NECROLOGY 

Chaplain  Roswell  Randall  Hoes,  U.  S.  Navy,  an  Associate 
Member  since  1918,  died  at  Washington,  D.  C,  October  16,  1921, 
in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 

John  J.  Freedman,  an  annual  member  since  1873,  died  October 
30,  1 92 1,  in  the  87th  year  of  his  age. 

Mrs.  Simon  Baruch,  an  annual  member  since  1917,  died  Novem- 
ber 24,  1921,  in  the  72nd  year  of  her  age. 

Ernesto  Gonzalo  Ros,  a  life  member  since  May  5,  1921,  died 
December  20th,  1921,  in  the  51st  year  of  his  age. 

Eben  Moore  Flagg,  a  life  member  since  1906,  died  Octobor  24th, 
1921,  at  Nantucket,  Mass.,  in  the  71st  year  of  his  age. 

Hamilton  B.  Tompkins,  an  annual  member  since  1874,  died 
December  23,  1921,  at  Newport,  R.  I.,  in  the  79th  year  of  his  age. 
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NOTES  ON  AMERICAN  ARTISTS 

By  the  Late  William  Kelby,  Librarian  of  the  Society 

XIV 

The  National  Advocate  during  the  week  of  October  20,  181 8, 
prints  three  letters  of  "Detector"  criticising  the  painting  of  Col- 
onel Trumbull  to  which  the  latter  answers  in  the  National  Adver- 
tiser of  October  20,  1818,  and  a  long  editorial  on  the  same  follows 
in  The  National  Advocate  of  October  26. 

PANORAMA. — Preparations  for  the  rotunda  about  erecting  by 
Mr.  Vanderlyn,  for  panorama  views,  have  commenced.  This  build- 
ing will  be  at  the  corner  of  Chamber  and  Cross  streets,  on  Park 
square,  and  will,  no  doubt,  be  completed  in  a  manner  so  as  to  be 
an  ornament  to  the  city.  Although  it  was  not  to  have  been  ex- 
pected that  Mr.  Vanderlyn  would  have  left  the  higher  department 
of  historical  painting,  in  which  he  is  so  eminent,  to  devote  his  time 
to  the  more  humble,  though  more  profitable,  pursuit  of  painting 
cities  and  landscapes — yet,  in  a  new  country,  taste  for  the  arts 
must  be  graduated  according  to  the  scale  of  intellect  and  educa- 
tion, and  where  only  the  scientific  connoisseur  would  admire  his 
Marius  and  Ariadne,  hundreds  will  flock  to  his  panorama  to  visit 
Paris,  Rome  and  Naples.  This  is  to  "catch  the  manners  living 
as  they  rise,"  and  with  them  catch  the  means  to  promote  a  taste 
for  the  fine  arts. 

We  would  suggest  to  Mr.  Vanderlyn  now,  for  fear  we  should 
forget  it,  that  panorama  views  of  our  battles,  such  as  Chippewa, 
Erie,  New  Orleans,  Lake  Champlain,  &c.  with  the  likeness  of  officers 
engaged  on  those  occasions,  would  not  only  be  highly  national  and 
popular,  but  exceedingly  profitable. 

[The  National  Advocate,  April  21,  1818.] 

The  National  Advocate  of  May  4,  16,  September  14,  and  October 
5,  1 81 8  prints  notices  of  progress  of  building,  purpose,  and  open- 
ing of  the  Rotunda.  The  American  Monthly  Magazine  in  the  issue 
for  November,  181 8,  p.  6j,  also  publishes  a  notice  of  the  opening 
of  the  Rotunda.  The  Commercial  Advertiser  of  August  12,  1820  has 
a  long  Editorial,  praising  the  Rotunda  and  Vanderlyn's  Collection. 
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ALEXANDER  HAMILTON 

By  James  Sharpies 

(Owned  by  the  Society) 
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One  Hundred  Dollars  Reward 

Missing  from  the  Gallery  of  the  American  Academy  of  the 
Fine  Arts,  two  MINIATURE  PORTRAITS-the  one  a  Gentle- 
man, set  in  gold,  ornamented  with  and  richly  finished  on  the  back, 
radiated  from  the  centre.  The  other  a  Lady's  without  setting,  but 
fixed  in  plain  casing. 

The  above  reward  will  be  paid,  by  William  Dunlap,  Esq.  keeper 
of  the  Academy,  on  delivery  of  the  above  miniatures  to  him,  at  his 
painting  rooms,  in  the  New-York  institution,  or  at  his  house, 
59  Leonard-street:  or  if  the  Gentleman's  picture  alone  is  so  deliv- 
ered, the  painting  uninjured,  Seventy  Dollars  will  be  paid  to  the 
person  who  delivers  it — and,  in  like  manner,  for  the  Lady's  Min- 
iature alone,  the  painting  uninjured,  Thirty  Dollars.  The  money 
will  be  paid  on  delivery  of  the  pictures,  and  no  questions  asked. 

Jewellers,  Watch  Makers  and  others,  to  whom  these  pictures, 
or  the  setting  of  the  Gentleman's  picture,  may  be  offered  for  sale, 
are  particularly  solicited  to  be  on  their  guard,  and  give  notice 
as  above.     By  order  of  the  Board. 

Alex.  Robertson,  Sec'ry. 
[Commercial  Advertiser,  July  13,  1818.] 

The   Fine   Arts 

Amongst  the  present  numerous  exhibitions  of  this  city,  M.  Pafr 
flatters  himself  that  the  lovers  of  genuine  works  of  old  masters 
will  find  his  Gallery  of  Paintings,  No.  20  Watt-St.  worthy  their 
attention,  and  presenting  them,  at  the  smallest  expense,  with  the 
most  extensive  gratification. 

N.  B.  Old  Paintings  repaired  and  restored  to  their  original 
lustre,  or  purchased  at  their  utmost  value. 

[The  National  Advocate,  July  10,  1818.] 

C.  W7.  Peale's  Portrait  of  Washington 

Many  years  ago,  Viscount  Bury  visited  the  Historical  Society 
and  expressed  a  desire  to  obtain  some  information  in  reference  to 
a  full-length  portrait  of  George  Washington  in  military  costume 
which  was  captured  in  1780  by  Captain  Keppel,  R.N.,  and  was  then 
at  the  family  seat,  Quiddenham  Hall.  After  investigation,  it  was 
found  that  the  portrait  was  painted  in  Philadelphia  in  1779  in  the 
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uniform  of  the  Commander-in-Chief.  The  capture  was  made 
September  3,  1780.  The  notes  concerning  its  history  were  forwarded 
to  Lord  Bury  through  the  late  Thomas  H.  Edsall. 

This  is  the  same  portrait  which  Ex-President  Woodrow  Wilson 
unveiled  at  No.  10  Downing  Street,  London,  England,  on  De- 
cember 27,  191 8.  The  picture  was  presented  to  the  British  Gov- 
ernment by  Lord  and  Lady  Albemarle  to  commemorate  the  entry 
of  the  United  States  into  the  War.  "The  New  York  Times"  of 
January  27,  1919,  says  that  "Lord  Albemarle  informed  President 
Wilson  in  conversation  that  he  considered  it  most  appropriate  that 
the  picture  should  hang  on  the  walls  of  the  historic  building  where 
142  years  ago  the  Treaty  of  Independence  was  probably  signed. 
He  added  that  the  portrait  was  a  copy  of  one  of  three  painted  in 
1779  by  Peale  of  Philadelphia.  The  original  was  hung  in  the 
Council  Chamber  of  Philadelphia,  but  was  burnt  many  years  ago. 
Another  was  hung  in  the  Senate  Chamber  at  Washington,  while 
the  third  (of  which  this  was  a  copy)  was  sent  in  1780  by  the  packet 
Mercury  as  a  gift  to  the  Stadholder  of  Holland.  It  was  sent  in 
charge  of  the  Hon.  Henry  Laurens,  ex-President  of  Congress,  but 
the  Mercury  was  captured  at  sea  by  Lord  Albemarle's  kinsman, 
Captain  George  Keppel,  R.N.,  a  son  of  General  George,  Lord 
Albemarle,  while  in  command  of  the  vessel. 

Captain  Keppel  was  sent  to  England  to  convey  Mr.  Laurens 
with  his  party  and  belongings  to  Falmouth.  The  luggage  included 
the  portrait  of  Washington,  and  this  had  been  preserved  by  the 
Keppel  family.  Lord  Albemarle  added  that  General  William,  Lord 
Albemarle,  the  grandfather  of  Captain  Keppel,  while  titular  Gov- 
ernor of  Virginia,  in  1753,  had  association  with  George  Washington, 
who,  as  a  young  man  of  21,  was  sent  by  him  on  a  journey  many 
hundreds  of  miles  through  the  backwoods  to  carry  dispatches  to 
Sanpierre,  the  French  Commander,  expostulating  against  the 
building  by  the  French  of  forts  on  British  territory." 

A  letter  from  Amsterdam,  of  March  1,  says — "The  celebrated 
sculptor,  Mr.  Cerachi,  who  returned  from  America  last  summer, 
arrived  at  Rome,  and  soon  after  his  arrival  commenced  the  sculpture 
of  the  bust  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  The  populace 
being  informed  thereof  surrounded  his  house  and  threatened  him 
with  destruction.  He  providentially  made  his  escape  and  has  since 
arrived  safe  at  Munich." 
[The  New-York  Magazine:  or,  Literary  Repository,  May,  1793,  pp. 

3I7-I8.] 
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At  Savannah,  on  the  7th  inst.  in  the  meridian  of  his  life  and 
reputation,  the  celebrated  miniature  painter,  EDWARD  G.  MAL- 
BONE,  Esq.,  after  a  lingering  decay,  which  he  sustained  with 
Christian  resignation. 

Seldom  do  the  records  of  mortality  boast  the  name  of  a  victim 
more  pre-eminently  excellent,  than  the  present.  His  professional 
talents  were  unequalled  by  any  artist  in  America,  and  not  excelled 
by  any  in  Europe — In  his  deportment,  he  united  with  native  mod- 
esty, that  proud  consciousness  of  superior  genius,  which  is  always 
the  inseparable  attribute  of  real  worth.  His  sensibility  was  ex- 
tremely acute,  and  his  principles  legitimately  orthodox. — His 
mind  was  well  cultivated,  and  his  taste  for  literature  rather  elegant 
than  profound.  As  a  painter  we  probably  shall  not  look  upon  his 
like  again — and  as  a  man  he  has  left  few  who  deserve  to  rank 
above  him. 

[New-York  Commercial  Advertiser,  May  29,  1807.] 

A  few  days  since,  at  his  seat  at  New-Paltz,  in  the  county  of 
Ulster,  state  of  New  York,  Charles  Catton,  Esq.,  a  native  of  the 
Kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  but  for  eighteen  years  an  inhabitant  of 
this  state.  He  had  been  long  accustomed  to  gout  which  succeeding 
to,  or  brought  on  by,  a  recent  cold,  terminated  his  existence  after 
a  fortnight's  illness,  at  the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  Mr.  C.  was  an 
artist  of  superior  rank  and  of  distinguished  merit,  and  very  ably 
supported  a  just  and  eminent  reputation  acquired  by  his  father, 
whose  pupil  he  was,  and  who  attained  the  honors  of  a  Royal  Acade- 
mician, and  serving  until  the  days  of  his  death,  his  present  Majesty 
George  the  Third,  as  his  heraldic  painter.  The  subject  of  this 
obituary  notice  during  his  residence  in  the  United  States  had  de- 
voted his  attention  principally  to  agricultural  pursuits,  and  seldom 
exercised  his  pencil,  except  to  gratify  personal  friendship,  or  en- 
liven the  dull  monotony  of  a  rural  winter  life.  Some  few  of  his 
latest  productions  have,  through  the  instrumentality  of  friends, 
been  recently  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  public  at  the  Academy  of 
Arts  in  this  city,  as  if  by  thus  exhibiting  his  worth  at  the  moment 
of  privation,  to  make  the  lovers  of  the  arts  more  sensibly  feel  the 
magnitude  of  their  loss.  He  was  much  esteemed  in  private  life  as  a 
scholar  and  a  gentleman,  and  standing  in  the  first  rank  of  artists  in 
this   country,   his   death   must   be   a   subject  of  general   regret. — 

Communicated.  r^  •'*■-*,       •        at  o      i 

[Commercial  Advertiser,  May  5,  1819.J 
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